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Daniela Bas:     Good morning.  Ladies and gentlemen, please take your seats.  

Good morning, everyone.  I declare open the Sixth Session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

May I now move onto the agenda Item 2?  Election of the president and other officers of the conference.  

The Bureau Elect of the conference at this sixth session consists of Kenya as President Elect and Bulgaria, Bangladesh, El Salvador, and Israel as Vice-Presidents Elect.  

May I take it that it is the wish of the conference that it elects Kenya as the president of the conference by acclamation?  

[APPLAUSE]

It is so decided.  May I also take that it is the wish of the conference that it elects as Vice-Presidents, Bulgaria, Bangladesh, El Salvador, and Israel by acclamation?  

[APPLAUSE]

Congratulations to the new membership of the Bureau of the Conference.  It is my honor to invite His Excellency, Mr. Macharia Kamau of Kenya to step up to the podium to assume the presidency of the conference.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:  A very good morning to all of you.  It is absolutely wonderful to see all of you here.  The room is full.  Clearly we are off to a great start.  It's wonderful to see everyone here this morning.  

It is indeed a great honor for Kenya to be the president of this conference.  On behalf of the vice-presidents Bangladesh, Bulgaria, El Salvador, and Israel, I wish to express our profound appreciation for your confidence in us to take us to take up these important positions.  

May I now proceed with Item 3 of the provisional agenda which is the adoption of the agenda?  I take it the conference wishes to adopt the agenda in contained in CRPD/CSP/2013/1?

I see no objection.  It is so decided.  

We shall now proceed to the organization of work.  We shall focus on Item 4 of the provisional agenda which deals with this matter.  

The first item shall be the NGO accreditation and registration, a list of non-governmental organization requesting accreditation was circulated in June 2013 to all states parties in accordance to the rules of the conference.  

The secretariat has not received information against their accreditation.  Therefore, it is understood that all of those NGOs on the circulated list may participate as observers.  

It is so decided.  

In keeping with the past practice, the conference wishes to also welcome participation by national human rights institutions as observers represented by the International Coordination Committee of National Human Rights Institutions.  

We shall now proceed to my opening statement.  In keeping with the normal practice of this conference.  

Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, it is a great pleasure to welcome you to the Sixth Session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

Together with the vice-presidents, the secretariat, civil society organizations, organizations of persons with disabilities we have been working very hard on this session over the past months.  

Kenya is very honored to chair this conference, which will be discussing the further implementation on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and, in particular, enhancing the standards of living of persons with disabilities through their empowerment and full participation in society and development.  

We look forward to working closely with all participants of this conference to achieve its objectives.  
At the podium I'm very pleased to welcome Ms. Daniela Bas, representing the Secretary General.  

My warmest welcome, too, to our colleagues from civil society organizations Ms. Venus Ilagan from the Rehabilitation International; Mr. Javed Abidi, and Mr. Yannis Vardakastanis, of the International Disability Alliance.  

With the strong support of all the vice-presidents, it is our responsibility to ensure the full participation of persons with disabilities in the work of this conference.  

Colleagues, in the six years since the adoption of the Convention, the international community has taken significant steps towards its implementation.  

Yet a great deal of work remains.  Together, we must continue to make every effort to achieve the goals of the Convention; to eliminate discrimination and exclusion; and to develop inclusion.  

Most importantly, we have to create opportunities for persons with disabilities in education, health, provision of services, and employment.  

Studies have shown that persons with disabilities continue to lag behind in these areas.  

There are over 132 state parties to this Convention.  Our goal is to turn these goals into tangible outcomes on the ground.  

For the 1 billion people -- and there are 1 billion people in the world living with disabilities -- their reality is far from the objectives strived for in our Convention.  We have an incredibly long way to go to meet the objectives of our Convention.  

Therefore, I call upon all countries to take action, to make the goals of the Convention a reality.  

Colleagues, on our way to advanced implementation -- one of the ways we will advance the implementation of our Convention is to build broad-base partnerships among governments, civil society, organizations, and with the full participation of persons with disabilities.  

I emphasize the role of the conference of states parties in this endeavor.  

The theme of this conference, which most of you know, is establishing adequate standards of living.  It reaches to the heart of an issue.  

Persons with disabilities must be given the opportunity to reach their full potential.  The premise of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is that disability is also a fundamental developmental issue.  

Now, we are all in a period of transition in the global development agenda.  More and more countries acknowledge the centrality of empowerment and equality of persons with disabilities as necessary for obtaining successful developmental results.  

Last year, at the Rio+20 Conference, the linkage between sustainability and development was specifically addressed.  Now we are looking at development beyond 2015.  This is the current challenge we are dealing with at the United Nations collectively.  

What do we do, post-2015, post-MGDs, in the context of sustainable development on earth?  

Sustainable development is not, and will not be possible, without inclusion of the disability perspective, and the participation of persons with disabilities in all its processes.  

As I said, we are dealing with 1 billion people.  That is a huge constituency.  We have to take it aboard moving forward.  

As the co-chair of the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development, this is one of my core concerns.  I have promised myself that I will champion this issue in the context of the Open Working Group set up by the General Assembly to deal with Sustainable Development goals.  

Kenya itself is committed in many ways.  

We, as many of you know by now, have a very revolutionary constitution that has sought to change the very fabric of our society.  In the last 24 months, we have gone from virtually no representation of persons with disabilities, to a situation now where we have 12 members of parliament elected in the last election.  9 of those are in the National Assembly.  And 3 are senators.  

We have over 71 members of county assemblies.  We have one principal secretary and one high court judge, all from persons living with disabilities.  

This has been a remarkable transformation.  It signals that Kenya is committed to bringing the disability perspective to more prominence.  

As we craft the development agenda beyond 2015, let us keep in mind that the work of this conference will not remain here, but should permeate all our development work.  For the Kenyan Delegation, a number of those I have mentioned are here today, participating in this conference.  

On September 23rd of this year, for the first time in the history of the United Nations, world leaders will gather to hold a General Assembly high-level meeting on disability and development.  This is to build visibility and momentum for the disability inclusive post-2015 development frame.  

A new spirit of cooperation and mutual learning should underpin our work towards this agenda.  

The role of this conference and its responsibilities are crucial.  We have an incredible task ahead of us.  We have a huge responsibility on our shoulders.  The time has come for us to take action, so let us begin our work.  Thank you very much.  

[Applause]

On that note, I am now honored to invite Ms. Daniela Bas, and the Department of Economics and Social Affairs, to present a statement by the Secretary-General and by DESA.  

Daniela Bas:    Mr. Chairperson, excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen.  As representative of the Secretary-General, I now have the honor of reading the statement of the Secretary-General, on the occasion of the Sixth Session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

I am pleased to send greetings to all participants at the Sixth Session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  We gather at an important time, as the world looks ahead to this September's high level meeting of the General Assembly on disability and development.  

Since the Convention was adopted, the United Nations has intensified our programs on the Rights of Persons with disabilities by mobilizing action towards the full and equal participation in society.  

I thank all of you for helping advance this goal, through the Convention and the States Parties.  I applaud your decision to focus this year on empowerment.  

Enabling people with disabilities to reach their full potential will advance progress for all.  

More and more countries are addressing the rights of persons with disabilities in their efforts to achieve the millennium development goals for 2015.  We must maintain this momentum as we shape the agenda for the future.  

Even though 132 countries have ratified this important Convention, we know that many of the world's more than 1 billion people living with disabilities do not enjoy the protections to which they are entitled.  I urge all countries to join the Convention and encourage other partners -- including civil society groups and the private sector -- to work on actions to realize the Convention goals.  

I hope to ensure that these efforts will reinvigorate the global initiatives of the agenda for the future.  

Now, on behalf of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, it is my distinct pleasure to take part in this opening of the Sixth Session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  It is an honor to serve as secretary for this conference.  

In its sixth year, the conference has established itself as a unique world forum.  This session is an opportunity to take action for the United Nations' commitment to promote effective participation of persons with disabilities in society and in development.  So, ladies and gentlemen, persons with disabilities continue to place significant challenges to full participation in society and development.  Though many of these have been achieved, compared to 47 years ago.  

As the theme suggests, this session seeks to promote the empowerment and full participation of persons with disabilities, on an equal basis with others.  

Many states continue to address challenges faced by persons with disabilities.  One measure of this is the signature, as we said, and ratification of the Convention and its protocol.  There are 155 signatories to date, and 132 ratifications of the Convention.  And 91 states have signed, and 77 have ratified, the protocol 

Many states have gone beyond the protocol, including taking steps towards policies including development policies in line with the Convention.  

And DESA will continue to support the efforts of member states to implement the Convention.  

Ladies and gentlemen, under the theme of ensuring adequate standards of living, empowerment, and participation of persons with disabilities within the framework of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities , our conference this year focuses on the following:

Economic empowerment through inclusive social protection and poverty reduction strategies; economic empowerment CAN reduce poverty and enhance income, promoting the autonomy of persons with disabilities.  

These are among the core elements of strategies that may be considered by countries.  

The second point of the three is disability-inclusive development, which is national, international, and regional as a process.  

In recent years we have seen some progress in this regard; however, much work remains in terms of mainstreaming disability in development frameworks at all levels, to achieve inclusive, sustainable, and equitable development.  

Here is the third point: community-based rehabilitation facilitates community-based development, by, for, and with persons with disabilities and their communities.  

Community-based rehabilitation has two major components.  The first is a focus on society, and the removal of barriers to accessibility.  The second is a focus on building the capacity and empowering persons that are excluded.  

Ladies and gentlemen, as we look to the future, the promotion of disability-inclusive development is a major priority for DESA.  I'm happy to report that we have begun to see results.  

Let me give you some examples.  In June of last year, the interlinkages between disability and sustainable development were addressed at the 2012 United Nations Conference on sustainable development, which we called Rio+20.  

Another was that we have seen steps taken in the steps taken towards the post-2015 agenda.  In May of this year, the Secretary-General's High-Level Persons Panel on Development Issues issued a report.  

The report addresses disability as a cross-country development issue, as well as in relation to human rights and monitoring.  

On September 23rd, just two months from now, the international community will have another very significant opportunity, as the President said.  This great opportunity is before them.  The General Assembly will convene the high-level meeting on disability and development.  

This meeting will help bring global attention to the needs of 1 billion persons with disabilities worldwide, and to bring to attention the next steps to promote their inclusion in all aspects of society, in 2015 and beyond in sustainable ways.  

Both online and regional communications in Europe, Asia, and elsewhere were involved.  There is now a draft outcome document for the meeting.  Participants identified many priorities for disability-inclusive development, including ratification of the Convention.  

As a contribution to ongoing discussions towards 2015 and beyond, we will organize a DESA forum, a dialogue on the post-2015 framework at the United Nations headquarters in New York, from July 19th through 20th this year.  

We will bring together a wide range of stakeholders to discuss ongoing frameworks.  It will be in this room, and I invite you all to attend.  DESA looks forward to these coming days, for exploring options for further enhanced cooperation and partnerships with member states, United Nations entities, civil society, and other stakeholders to advance our mission.  

And our shared mission is the realization of the goal of the Convention and the promise of the MDGs persons with disabilities but particularly on what we need to do beyond 2015.  

Thank you very much.  I wish you a most successful session.  Thank you.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:  Thank you very much.  I am now pleased to invite the Assistant Secretary-General Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. Ivan Simonovic to deliver a statement.  

Ivan Simonovic:      Ladies and gentlemen, it is a great pleasure to be here with you today at the Sixth Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

Discussions in the next three days will be important for taking stock on achievements and challenges encountered in implementing the Convention and to discuss ways forward.  

When the world community adopted the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2006 it made the commitment to all of the one billion persons with disabilities in the world.  A commitment to respect, protect, and fulfill their human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with others.  

The Convention confirms persons with disabilities as full and active members of the society and holders of human rights rather than mere objects of goodwill, charity, and medical care.  

In so doing, the Convention embodies an important shift in paradigm to a human rights based approach to disability.  It is based on human dignity and celebrates each individual's value and inherent self-worth.  

Today, the Convention has 132 contracting parties and its option protocol has been ratified or acceded to by 77 states.  

The fast-growing number of states to join the two instruments demonstrates commitment and will to put this paradigm shift into practice.  

However, that ratification alone is not enough.  The Convention must be implemented at the national level to take real effect in the lives of persons with disabilities.  

Changes in law, policies, and programs are required.  But even more importantly, attitudes must change.  

The overarching theme of this year's conference is ensuring an adequate standard of living, empowerment, and participation of persons with disabilities within the framework of the CRPD.  

The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has emphasized in its emerging jurisprudence that under CRPD, states parties shall take appropriate and affirmative action measures to ensure that all persons with disabilities have access and support including through the full exercise of their legal capacity to participate fully in all aspects of life.  

The right to an adequate standard of living is closely linked to the right to work, as defined in the Convention's Article 27.  

The only way to secure a sustained adequate standard of living is ensuring that persons with disabilities can live independently in their societies providing for themselves and their families by having access to the labor market on an equal basis with others.  

OHCHR has prepared a study on employment for persons with disabilities which draws attention to the barriers faced to persons with disabilities in exercising their right to work.  

Following this study, the Human Rights Council adopted Resolution 22-3 which recognizes that social protection programs must support persons with disabilities in finding and retaining employment.  

I hope that this afternoon's roundtable discussion on economic empowerment will provide a useful exchange of good practices from different regions to address these issues.  

I also welcome you to a side event organized on economic empowerment of persons with disabilities in post-2015.  It takes place today at 1:15 p.m. at Conference Room 5.  

I also invite you to another side event on intersectionality and the CRPD and the Convention Against Torture here in this same room, Conference Room 4, at 1:15 p.m.  

Ladies and gentlemen, as you know the General Assembly will convene a high-level meeting on disability and development in September of this year under the theme "The Way Forward:  A Disability Inclusive Development Agenda Towards 2015 and Beyond."  

Preparations for this event have rightly highlighted the implementation of the CRPD as both a human rights treaty and a development instrument.  

Indeed, the CRPD draws a unique link between development and the protection of human rights.  

Under Article 32 of the Convention, states parties have committed to ensuring that international cooperation and international development programs are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities, respecting and promoting their human rights.  

Thousands of people across the globe have participated in the national, regional, and thematic consultations of post-2015 development agenda.  In all 11 thematic consultations, they have explicitly called for human rights to be a central part of the future development agenda.  

On disability, several national consultations highlighted the fact that health, water and sanitation, and education systems frequently ignore or even stigmatize persons with disabilities.  

Others pointed to lack of identity or property rights which effectively keep them excluded at the very margins of their societies.  

They and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities have stressed that the CRPD must be used to the forthcoming high-level meeting, its outcome document and beyond to ensure that persons with disabilities are included in the future global development agenda.  

No sustainable development will take place without respect for human rights.  

Let me conclude.  While the obligation to implement the CRPD falls on states parties as is the case with all human rights treaties, we all have a role to play.  Our office is committed to continue working with all partners, states, persons with disabilities and their organizations, civil society, and the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs with whom we share secretariat responsibilities of the Convention, academia, and others, towards better fulfillment of the human rights of all persons with disabilities in all parts of the world.  

Thank you.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:  I thank the Assistant Secretary-General for his statement.  I would now like to invite Mr. Yannis Vardakastanis, speaking on behalf of civil society organizations, to take the floor.  

Yannis Vardakastanis:      Mr. President, Excellencies, delegates, ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the wider civil society, DPI and on behalf of the International Disability Alliance, let me join with the previous speakers by welcoming you to the Sixth Conference of States Parties.  

Let me also join our president when he referred in his opening remarks to the participation and involvement and consultation with the organizations of persons with disabilities as a prerequisite stated in the Convention itself for the implementation of the CRPD.  

With the Millennium Development Goals end date fast approaching this year, the conference focus on disability and the post-2015 development agenda is a truly great choice.  

As a group consisting of 1 billion people, 15% of the total population of the world, persons with disabilities are faced with discrimination, exclusion, poverty, and more poverty and more exclusion and discrimination when we speak about 80% of persons with disabilities who live in the developing countries.  

Persons with disabilities were absent from the Millennium Development Goals.  And this cannot be tolerated in the new post-2015 agenda.  

And we think that there is consensus on this.  Now is the time to recognize the shortcomings of the MDGs.  Now is the time to mainstream disability rights in the post-2015 agenda.  

IDA and six other civil society organizations held yesterday, in this very room, the Third Civil Society CRPD Forum, which was focused on taking stock of the developments of the negotiations regarding the post-2015 development agenda and how disability rights have been taken on board.  

And also we discussed the challenges for advocacy work in the next period.  

Of course, there is no question that we are satisfied with the report issued by the high-level panel at the end of May, proposing in that report the universal development agenda for 2015 onwards and that agenda to be driven by five transformative shifts.  

The first shift is a very important one, which is Leave No One Behind.  This follows on from a number of other previous relevant decisions in 2010, for example.  There was the outcome document of the Millennium Development Goal Summit.  We already mentioned that it recognized persons with disabilities as stakeholders in sustainable development processes.  

There was the quadrennial comprehensive policy view, which is very important, as you know.  And of course, I have already mentioned the report of the high-level panel.  

We are actively participating in the open group for the sustainable development goals.  And in this very room yesterday, I expressed our thanks to our president, who is co-chair of the Open Working Group for leading the disability rights in that group as well as the co-chair from Kenya.  

We are also actively involved in the presentations in the World Bank Safeguards.  

Looking ahead, for us, for civil society, for DPOs, for the disability movement, is only one issue to deal with -- mainstreaming of disability in the post-2015 agenda.  

The post-2015 agenda needs to be and should be CRPD driven.  The implementation of the CRPD requires that states parties, the UN system, civil society, DPOs, other parties, join forces.  

They need to join forces to make the CRPD work.  A great poet said:  "Some live in darkness while others live in light.  We see those who live in daylight, those in darkness out of sight."  The destiny of the Convention is to bring persons with disabilities into light.  

Can we do it?  Yes, we can!  Let's do it.  Thank you.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:  I thank you for your most inspiring statement.  Thank you very much.  

We have now reached the end of our opening session.  I want to take this opportunity to thank all of the representatives for their statements.  Thank you very much.  

We will take a brief 1-minute pause so those at the podium can leave and we can continue with the business of the day.  

Male Speaker:  I will call the meeting to order now, so we can proceed.  

We will begin with logistics, including accessibility requirements, and other information about side events.  

Akiko Ito:  Good morning, once again.  May I now make a statement concerning documentation, daily information about side events, etc.  

Conference documentation includes the Provisional Agenda, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities - Conference States Parties - 2013 - Background Notes, which will facilitate round table and panel discussions.  The sub-themes include 2013/2, CRPD/Conference of States Parties/2013/3, and CRPD/CSP/2013/4.  

These are available on the UNable web site on the PaperSmart Portal, a new feature of this conference.  Furthermore, statements will also be posted on that designated PaperSmart portal.  

Delegations who wish to post their finalized statements may forward them to the secretariat, in electronic format, to be posted online.  

Accessibility arrangements.  The Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Management, and the Department of Conference Management Affairs have been working closely to monitor accessibility at this conference, to meet participants' requirements at the Sixth Session.  

Based on requests, we have made modifications to seating arrangements in conference rooms, as well as support for visually- and hearing-impaired.  Sign language, CART services, etc. are also available during the session.  Official documentation, again, is upon request made in advance, also produced in Braille and other accessible formats.  

If you have any accessibility concerns about information facilities or services, please send such concerns to enable@un.org.  During the sixth session of the conference.  Delegations and others need to sign up at the enable web site.  

During this session, a total of 28 side events will be held at UN headquarters.  A list of side events is also available at the enable web site.  

There will be a dialogue on the post-2015 development framework.  Stakeholders will be organizing a DESA forum on the post-2015 development framework.  This will include a dialogue in the office of the president of the General Assembly on the post-2015 framework.  This will be held on July 12th.  This forum welcomes everybody in this room.  The flyer is available on the United Nations website.  Thank you very much.  Chair?

Macharia Kamau:  We will now proceed to Item 5, the general debate.  I wish to remind all speakers of the 3 minute time limit.  Our speakers are encouraged to forward their statements to be posted on PaperSmart.  

In total, we have 70 speakers, and we may need to use time for the panel discussions.  To maximize our time, I will be obliged if you can keep strictly to the time limit for deliberation.  I give the floor now to the distinguished representative from Barbados.  

Barbados:  Thank you.  Barbados congratulates you and the other members to your election to steer the work of the Sixth Session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  The promotion and protection of persons with disabilities remains of utmost importance to Barbados.  

Our efforts began some years ago, when Barbados ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in February of this year, an indication of the firm and continued commitment to creating an inclusion and accessible society for all.  

Mr. President, the economic empowerment and full participation of persons with disabilities can only be achieved through access to jobs and livelihoods, on an equal basis with others, as well as education, healthcare, public housing and infrastructure, and other public goods.  

There must be strong social protection mechanisms given for persons with disabilities who are more vulnerable and at greater risk of poverty.  

Barbados has taken several steps, including the establishment of the National Disability Unit, as a focal point to advocate and promote empowerment of all persons with disabilities.  

The commitment of a sign language teaching program in 2002 was also included.  We have implemented empowerment programs such as computer literacy for the blind and visually impaired, and tertiary education programs to enable post-graduate studies of persons with disabilities.  

Funding and technical assistance are provided to all organizations for the disabled, to enable full participation in sports.  

Other ongoing programs are aimed at realizing infrastructural changes, increasing accessibility, facilitating transportation for persons with disabilities, and providing respite care to caregivers.  

Our work in Barbados is further bolstered by the efforts of the Barbados Council for the Disabled for over 30 years, empowering Barbadians with disabilities.  The BCD petitioned the government to ratify the CRPD.  
Mr. President, for persons with disabilities to fully enjoy the rights recognized in the Convention, multi stakeholders involving government and civil society and other organizations in the private stakeholder, involvement is essential.  The Barbados government continues to work in partnership with non-government organizations to empower persons with disabilities.  

Efforts to raise awareness of, and celebrate, persons with disabilities, includes the celebration every March as the month for the disabled.  

In terms of moving forward, a committee is being established, to monitor the CRPD.  A wide range of stakeholders will be represented.  

As a developing country, Mr. President, Barbados faces many challenges as it seeks to maintain the universal access to social services which have led to the high level of human development enjoyed today.  The effects of the financial crisis are profound and threatening.  

For countries like Barbados, full and effective implementation of the CRPD can only be achieved through the broad framework of economic rules, and through the enhancement of national capacities.  I thank you.  

[Applause]

Macharia Kamau:  Thank you, distinguished representative of Barbados.  Reminding everyone of the 3-minute time limit, I turn the floor to the distinguished representative from Nigeria.  

Nigeria:  Thank you very much.  My delegation congratulates you on your election.  We assure you of our full support.  

We also wish to welcome all delegates to this meeting.  Nigeria recognizes the importance of the CRPD, and continues towards its implementation, as well as other measures being put in place, to ensure its full operationalization.  

The government conducted a baseline study, per Article 1026 of the Convention, to determine the location and needs of such persons in the country.  The outcome will facilitate planning for the development, care, mainstreaming, and concerns of persons living with disabilities in the country.  

This is with a view towards enabling their full participation in economic and social and other developments in the country.  

In terms of legislative action, the Nigerians with Disabilities Bill is currently under consideration, and the government is engaged to ensure its passage into law.  

The bill provides for the protection of the economic and civil rights of persons with disabilities, as well as their education and healthcare.  The bill also recommends establishment of a national committee to serve as a vehicle for the enforcement of the act.  

In line with Article 30 of the Convention, Nigeria organized political empowerment programs for persons with disabilities who aspire to contact elective posts.  Full results will be posted.  

To meet the time limit, we'll only propose that post-2015 development agenda and considerations of the SDG should incorporate a holistic approach to issues related to persons with disabilities.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

Macharia Kamau:  Thank you very much, and for adhering to the 3-minute time limit.  

And now I give the floor to the distinguished representative from Honduras. 

Honduras:  Thank you, Mr. President, and thank you for the introduction.  I'd like to thank the participation of the states parties throughout the world.  

Our country considers it important to help persons with disabilities.  The government and our president are committed to helping persons with disabilities.  

The focus of the government has been to provide decent employment.  We can proudly inform you that the secretariats of state are all meeting the requirements based on Law 35, to provide employment for persons with disabilities.  

This covers all ministries.  They are making progress.  They are all implementing Article 35 of the law of 2005, and we are helping persons with disabilities and those of African descent, in terms of employment and funding and credit, to provide seed funding for companies run by persons with disabilities.  

We are committed to civil society through our various networks, helping young people in developing their potential because we believe young people are the future of this sector, persons with disabilities.  
Many of us are doing the work now, but many will also follow in civil society.  Similarly, the president of the republic and the ministries in my country are providing households for persons with disabilities, so they have a better well-being, and have access to services.  

Over the last years we've created more than 100 households for persons with disabilities, with regard to laws and legislation in our country.  

We are reforming the current laws, and we are setting up under the legislative assembly an office for persons with disabilities.  This is part of the public ministry as well.  It's my pleasure also to inform you that on July 9th, 2013, we had a ministerial decree which set out the State's policy for persons with disabilities.  

We are also pleased to inform you that the government is enthusiastic to support policies for persons with disabilities, to help them in sport activities, and with mental and physical health.  
In closing, I must respect the time limit in this meeting.  But we continue to be committed in our country and region.  

It has still not been completed for persons with disabilities who continue to struggle in this regard.  We continue to be united in the efforts to provide rights to the persons with disabilities.  

A few months ago in El Salvador and in Brazil, we made a commitment to establish where we stand at the moment and where we want to go.  

The president together with persons with disabilities and civil societies is working to this end.  Thank you.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:     I'd like to thank the distinguished representative of the Republic of Honduras.  It is my honor to give the floor to Bolivia.  

Bolivia:     Thank you very much to you all.  A warm welcome to the president and to your Excellencies, delegates to non-governmental organization, ladies and gentlemen.  

At the outset, I'd like to express my warm thanks to all countries throughout the world for the solidarity and the support they have expressed when my President Morales was held.  His plane was not allowed to fly through the airspace of many European countries.  

We would like to thank warmly all nations who expressed their solidarity.  It demonstrates that Bolivia is not alone.  It allows us to demonstrate that the rule of law must be respected.  

It is also important to say that the issue of persons with disabilities in the work of President Morales has been a priority.  Firstly, we have ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its additional protocol.  

We have the political constitution of the state, which for the first time recognizes the rights of persons with disabilities.  

And through all these years, we have been working on a framework law which would protect the rights of persons with disabilities and which establishes the obligation of the central government and the government at the departmental and municipal level to have shared responsibility with regard to the state's policy in terms of persons with disabilities.  

The progress that my country has achieved on this issue can be considered in terms of the obligation of all state and private sector organizations to provide 4% of jobs to persons with disabilities.  

We have a monthly solidarity payment to persons with disabilities, with serious disabilities.  This is 1,000 bolivianos per month.  

This is directly provided for under a specific law.  We're also working on a team of support for training of persons with disabilities.  

And basically we have a state policy coming down from the state level to the municipal and local levels in an interactive way.  Bolivia has paid attention to this issue.  

My presence in this important meeting is basically to ensure that I share Bolivia's good practices and particularly to collect experience from other countries.  

In Bolivia, the problem of persons with disabilities has been given greater visibility.  Previously in our constitution the problem of persons with disabilities was not mentioned.  It was never discussed.  

But now, with our new government and our new laws, we are including persons with disabilities in all our plans and programs.  

I'd like to reiterate that this is an excellent opportunity for Bolivia to listen to other countries' best practices and share our own ideas.  Thank you.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:     Thank you to the representative of Bolivia.  I now give the floor to the representative of Nicaragua.  

Nicaragua:     Good morning, Mr. President.  We welcome the holding of the Conference of States Parties on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  The government of Nicaragua is committed to the protection of promoting the rights of persons with disabilities.  

It is a government that is ready to implement the commitments in the Convention and other national instruments to ensure the well being through the rights of persons with disabilities and allowing an improvement in the quality of life for this group whose rights have been reestablished in terms of equality and equity.  

Awareness, respect for ideas, health, education, employment, self-employment, improving infrastructure for access, the government has taken steps to ensure an inclusive policy.  I would like to point out the following.  

Acceding to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and ratification of that in 2007, and signing the protocol on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in October of 2008 and ratification by the General Assembly in October of 2009.  

Adopting the framework and changes to the 202 Law prevention and rehabilitation and the Law 763.  The law on the rights of persons with disabilities which promotes inclusion in the school, the labor market, and a focus on the child as a subject of law and enjoyment of social benefits to support the family.  

Establishment of a Citizens Power Office and communication management and cooperation between organizations at the state level and a provision of their rights.  

With the full support of the government of Cuba we are implementing studies called A Voice for All.  This study can provide benefits and help for persons with disabilities in terms of health, social assistance, and inclusion in the education system.  

70% of persons with disabilities are under 18 years old.  We have efforts being made in terms of public transport and allowing other access.  

The government is working to ensure that there is a process to help persons with disabilities and particularly those who have low economic possibilities.  Emphasis is placed on a policy to meet the integrated needs of persons with disabilities.  

For all of these efforts, we have been recognized by the DRF.  This shows that Nicaragua has made progress in establishing the rights of persons with disabilities.  

The progress in this area has been significant and important but much remains to be done.  Once again, we would like to reassert our commitment to combat for a best life for persons with disabilities in Nicaragua.  Thank you.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:     Thank you to the distinguished representative of Nicaragua.  Now we will hear from Ghana.  

Ghana:     Mr. President, I express our congratulations and support to you and the members of the bureau on your election to steer the affairs of this session.  

I am confident that today's discussion will prove essential in establishing a standard of living for persons with disabilities.  

The Republic of Ghana ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on March 13th, 2012.  In June 2006, our own disabilities act was passed.  

This act established a national council for persons with disabilities which is a multifaceted forum comprising key state agencies as well as civil society organizations tasked with development and implementing all national disability policy for more inclusive society.  

Consequently, a number of issues have been taken under towards our long-term objectives.  Our mainstreaming strategy has oversight responsibility for initiating Ghana's development agenda to ensure we are mainstreaming inclusion for persons with disabilities at national, and local levels.  

Mr. President, we add our government's framework places strong emphasis on de-centralization.  The local government articulates local development priorities and opportunities with support from central government through the district assemblies.  

A percentage of this set fund is set aside as grants for persons with disabilities to support capacity building in the community.  This encourages local ownership of development programs that promote economic empowerment through social protection and poverty reduction strategies.  

Additionally, to support the livelihood and empowerment against poverty, families have transfer payments and other benefits including health insurance for the poorest promotes greater inclusion.  

The government of Ghana set up a pilot program to train 5,000 persons with disabilities in communication technology.  This program covered basics such as cell phone and computer technologies as well as business administrative skills.  

This initiative shows what can be done to address the existing challenges of exclusion and inequality.  This means that such programs can only have a marginal effect for the short term and require sustained efforts to have a greater impact.  

A greater importance is to consider the future bottlenecks in achieving widespread inclusion in Ghana.  Like many African countries, we are taking steps to address the bias against disability.  

This bias is deeply rooted in a belief system where disability is associated with negative connotations.  We have found it useful to adopt a new framework which gives greater clarity as to the origin of the barriers encountered by persons with disabilities in Ghana.  

Today, we recognize that individuals with persons with disabilities have a challenge at family and society levels.  The lack of support has led us to focus on society and the home.  

We address this through education.  We initiate change programs and arrange family support for the vulnerable.  

When we present our first CRPD report next year, we hope we will have many more successes to share with the global disability community.  

I thank you all for your time and attention.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:     Thank you, Ghana.  I would like to remind the delegations about the 3-minute limit.  Now I give the floor to the representative of South Africa.  

South Africa:     Thank you very much.  At the outset, allow me to thank you and members of the Bureau in the excellent work of this conference.  We will inform our discussions and engagement in the coming days.  

We welcome the positive progress reported in advance of the disability agenda in the framework of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities since its coming into effect on May 3rd, 2003.  

We support the emphasis placed on the need to mainstream disability as a component of the post-2015 development agenda taking into account the Millennium Development Goals to ensure equality of outcome for persons with disabilities.  

The responsibility of positively influencing adoption of an action oriented outcome document on the upcoming high level meeting with heads of states should rest heavily on all of our shoulders during this conference.  

This conference has placed persons with disabilities at the center of their own development path.  In the words of Les Brown, we must look at ways to be an active force in our lives.  We must truly begin to live our own dreams.  

The empowerment of citizens in the context of persons with disabilities should be placed at the center to the post-2015 development agenda.  

The past 20 years of democracy in South Africa provides evidence of this self-representation as individuals as well as through representative organizations.  

Had it not been for the foresight of Disabled People South Africa, the then-government in pre-1994, the fate of persons with disabilities in South Africa could have been very different.  

Today, we have persons with disabilities in parliament, in cabinet, provincial legislators, and local executive councils as well as many public institutions, the Youth Commission, and other institutions in government.  

It is critical that intent and political will are translated into measures that will enable persons with disabilities as well as their organizations to participate fully and effectively in the development of a post-2015 development agenda.  

These measures range from access to appropriate personal assistants and accessible environments.  Above all, this should include the right of persons with disabilities to represent themselves in determining what measures are required with no additional cost to persons with disabilities.  

This requires an understanding.  South Africa is looking forward to promoting the rights of persons with disabilities focusing on this important area of work.  

The recent diplomatic conference in Marrakech, Morocco, for visually impaired persons highlighted the urgent need to strengthen international cooperation.  

This tested the commitment of the private sector to place human rights above profits as well as the resolve of states parties to demonstrate their commitment to the conference by driving their agenda at the negotiations.  

This was in a context that promotes the rights shifted.  

Chairperson, the Marrakech experience underscored the urgent need to establish a tracking system for all international treaties that impact positively or negatively on the rights of persons with disabilities.  

This enabled the UN to issue adversaries to state participants in upcoming negotiations within the Convention.  

Marrakech highlighted the voice of persons with disabilities in the process.  This requires an investment in the empowerment of persons with disabilities.  Otherwise, it becomes a technical exercise.  

Consequently, South Africa remains committed to the rehabilitation program controlled and managed by representative organizations of persons with disabilities and to be rolled out in municipalities over the years.  

This will empower children, young people, women, and persons with disabilities.  We believe community based rehabilitation remains central to the empowerment of persons with disabilities.  

Strengthening the voices of persons with disabilities at community based level as well as providing a platform to change.  

In conclusion, let us all heed the call by our former president Nelson Mandela, of which we thank the international community for all the well wishes we have received, when he said for as long as poverty and gross injustice exists in our world, none of us can truly rest.  Thank you.  
Macharia Kamau:  Thank you.  I now give the floor to the distinguished representative of Kenya.   

Kenya:  Excellencies, Mr. Chair, let me congratulate you.  My country is honored and humbled to serve as president of the Bureau coordinating this session.  

We are committed to improving the situation of persons with disabilities in Kenya.  It is participating in the Sixth Session, having just completed a successful election and embarking on a new constitution.  

There are already indications of better things to come for persons with disabilities, a principal secretary having been appointed.  She is here and will be serving as a panelist in one session.  

The government of Kenya has adopted a number of programs to ensure persons with disabilities enjoy an adequate standard of living.  There are provisions for the rights of persons with disabilities, and as a country, we have a comprehensive law creating a National Council for Persons with Disabilities, and a National Development Fund for Persons with Disabilities as well.  

The development framework also recognizes disability as a cross-cutting issue, needing to be mainstreamed.  To reduce poverty and promote economic empowerment, the government of Kenya has made several initiatives.  

Kenya has a policy aiming to cushion citizens against the ravages of poverty.  It acknowledges persons with disabilities as a specially protected group.  

Several programs have been initiated, including the National Development Fund, and cash transfers for persons with disabilities.  Other programs include older persons' cash transfer program, the Vulnerable Children Fund, and others.  

Further, the government of Kenya provides tax exemption for persons with disabilities earning below 1,700 dollars US.  They are also exempt from paying duty on imported technology for their use.  

On employment, the constitution of Kenya prohibits discrimination against any persons, including persons with disabilities, in any setting.  

The government has put in place several programs for persons with disabilities to secure employment.  As the deadline for the Millennium Development Goals grows near, the government is prepared to participate in the high-level meeting on disability to be held in September to chart the way forward.  

Kenya has held consultations with key stakeholders, including persons with disabilities, United Nations agencies, NGOs, and others for the high-level meeting.  There are new recommendations to be factored in the post-2015 Development Agenda.  

Mr. President, strong commitment including allocation of resources by member states will be key in moving the agenda forward.  My country is dedicated to this and other actions in September.  I thank you.  

[Applause.]  

Macharia Kamau:   Thank you.  We will now here from the delegate of the European Union.
European Union:  Since last year, the EU and its member states have made further progress in the implementation of the Convention.  The CRPD was signed by the European Union and all member states.  It has been ratified by the European Union and many member states.  Finland, Ireland and others are in the process.  23 have ratified it.  

The European Union shares competence with member states in respect to some elements of the Convention.  Our declaration will soon be updated.  There is a list of European Union competences.  

When new legislation is prepared and has to be assessed, it also verifies compliance with the U.N. convention.  

The European Strategy 2010-2020 provides a framework for cooperation between the European Union and member states, working together to build a barrier-free Europe for all.  

The commission is examining the possibility of proposing a legislation to make services more accessible to disabled people.  

State parties have established the government structures of Article 33, or are in the process of doing so.  While the structure has now been completed by the Constitution of the European Union framework to protect the Convention, consisting of the European Union Agency of Fundamental Rights, the European Disability Forum, and others.  

In this context, we are concerned about the way the participation of organizations of persons with disabilities has been handled in the run-up to this conference.  

We firmly believe our active involvement should be one of the main principles for the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Conference of States Parties.  

The framework complements the national frameworks and mechanisms.  The implementation of the United Nations CRPD provides a framework for the exchange of mutual learning between governance and the European Union under Article 33.  This includes civil society and organizations of disabled people.   

The forum held in October 2012 focused on the implementation, coordination, and monitoring of European Union strategies.  Data collection and statistics were also covered.  

Since 2008, the European Commission publishes an annual report on the implementation of the Convention.  The 2013 report contains a thematic chapter on disability and development cooperation, with an overview of national and European Union measures, and instruments for effective integration of the development corporation.  

This report will be available online and will provide useful information for the roundtable and high-level meeting of September 23rd.  

The European Union remains very willing to share its expertise and experience with all parties to the Convention.  Thank you very much.  

[Applause]

Macharia Kamau:  I thank the representative from the European Union.  Now I give the floor to the distinguished representative of Argentina.  

Argentina:   Good morning.  The Republic of Argentina would like to congratulate you, and recognize the theme of this year, ensuring an adequate standard of living etc., within the framework of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

In my country we have undergone 10 years of profound change already.  In our president's words, we call it a Decade of Achievement.  

In this context we have achieved the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities many things.  We've appointed an advisor on the integration of persons with disabilities.  We have set up the observatory on persons with disabilities, to monitor implementation and provide a space in which we work together to develop policies and practices to change the lives of persons with disabilities.  

We've approved audio communication services providing access for persons with disabilities.  

We've made progress towards guaranteeing the right to health, social protection, and employment.  In the ministry we have established efforts to promote equal treatment with regard to the rights of persons with disabilities.  

In October this year we will host the 3rd Para Pan American Youth Games, because sport is also a tool for participation.  

We have made progress unwaveringly, but we have not yet paid off our debt to persons with disabilities.  Restoring their rights is something we must do, to ensure empowerment.  It's an issue of human rights.  

Each step towards establishing those rights is for us a measure of empowerment.  When we talk about empowerment, we talk about human rights and development and capacity-building for peoples.   It also means better control by the citizenship, over the future and the use of resources.  

It's also combating poverty and causes of exclusion.  It also means working together, each day, to ensure we have a great inclusive and mutually-supportive country, using politics as a tool for transforming the reality of all peoples.  Thank you.  

[Applause]

Macharia Kamau:  Thank you to the representative of Argentina.  Now I have the pleasure of giving the floor to the distinguished representative of Malta.  

Malta:  Thank you.  The newly elected government of Malta has without delay expressed its commitment to this sector, by appointing an undersecretary for this purpose.  

To understand disability today and prepare for tomorrow, we need to congregate all the energies of respective stakeholders-- namely non-government organizations, and the disabled, and activists, with the ultimate goal of mainstreaming disability.  

This is ultimately in line with the fundamental line of the European Union.  Human dignity is invaluable.  It must be respected and protected.  

The Union respects the rights of persons with disabilities.  Measures to protect their integration in the life of the community.  

These articles complement the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  That states the purpose of the present Convention: to promote, protect, and ensure full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity.  

In line with the CRPD, the notions of equal opportunity and social cohesion are at the center of the government strategy, committed to unprejudiced society based on equivalence, which should lead to quality in the life of the disabled.  

The government's commitment to this sector is crystal clear.  Too long have disabled people have been given the fish, but never the rod.  Long ago it was stated that the reasons disabled people fail to report their grievances are many; ranging from distrust in the system to disadvantages.  

Hence our social and public policy should be directed towards this.  Society should be directed towards the active participation of persons with disabilities, not only parsing out tokens.  

Our commitment is to promoting engagement of persons with disabilities, which will subsequently lead to stronger communities, more productive populations, and happier citizens.  

My government is committed to instilling a socially just society, by setting up trusts, guardianships acts, and the Maltese National Disability Advocacy, the bolstering of Equal Opportunities Acts, the advancement of independent living, the reinforcement of direct payments, sustenance to ensure physical access, augmentation of NGO's, strengthening of benefits, bolstering data collection, and the scheduling of a national strategy to combat social exclusion.  

All of the above must be considered in the minds of the disabled community, which should have a strong voice in this process.  

A direct flow of communication is imperative.  Maximizing use of public funds and other fundamental principles need to be encased in disability rights.  Finally, we welcome the inclusion of the civil society participation in this conference, also representing the IDA, reconsidering the ... success of this conference.  Thank you.  

Macharia Kamau:  Thank you.  Now I give the floor to the representative of Tunisia.  

Tunisia:  Thank you Mr. President.  Allow me to congratulate you on your presidency of this conference, hoping our processes will be fruitful and will bear positive results.  

The Economic Development and Social Welfare we seek must be accompanied by constant caution, to ensure equality, justice, and equal opportunity for all.  There is no value for technological advancement if it does not reach all segments of society, in particular persons with disabilities.  

In ensuring their rights is a collective responsibility.  It requires collaboration between all national and international agencies.  

Therefore, the international community is required to exert extra efforts and enhance partnerships among them, to improve the standards of living for everyone, especially marginalized segments of society.  

Recent statistics say there are about 600 million people who are disabled around the world.  This is 10% of the world population.  80% of these live in poor and developing countries.  This underlines the importance that we must all give to the roles we play in rehabilitating and educating these vulnerable segments.  

Tunisia is happy to share in the works of this session, and renews its participation in enhancing and ensuring the rights of persons with disabilities, and eliminating all kinds of discrimination.  Mr. President, Tunisia -- which has begun its stable democratic transformation in a way based on internal consensus among all segments of our society -- this underlines today our concern for all segments of society.  

We must not make do with just feelings of compassion.  But we must translate it into action.  

In this context, Tunisia has ratified the Convention and it has also approved people's right to equality and services in all walks of life: employment, and the right to participate in public life.  

Based on the implementation of principles in the Convention and especially providing all human rights to persons with disabilities, Tunisia has given extra care to giving persons with disabilities all civil and political rights which are allowed to all people without discrimination.  This is particularly through approving several reforms.  

And Tunisia has put in place the strategies to safeguard these rights for persons with disabilities through a national plan to inclusion education is also a program to employ persons with disabilities.  

We are also now seeking several reforms and will present a report with a persons with disabilities.  And these reforms are reviewing our legislation and giving a clear presentation to our safeguarding the right to education and protecting them from exclusion and falling into the trap of poverty in addition to creating unity among all people.  

I would like to say that Tunisia has hosted the Arab consultations on this topic.  We consider that integrating disabilities in the post-2015 development agenda is necessary.  

Second, development is useless if it excludes 15% of human resources of the world and who are the persons with disabilities.  And development, as much as it is a creation of wealth, it is also based on equal distribution and just distribution.  

Third, human dignity does not mean just physical or material provisions but participation in public life and receiving the rights on equal footage is necessary.  

Finally, I would like to express that Tunisia welcomes the high-level meeting in 2013 around the Convention and including disabilities in the post-2015 development agenda.  And we will all work together and we are committed to build societies that are inclusive and safeguard equal opportunity for all.  

Thank you, Mr. President.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:     Thank you, representative of Tunisia.  Now I give the floor to the Dominican Republic.   

Dominican Republic:     We congratulate you on your employment of chairman of the Sixth Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

We also congratulate the Bureau and the Secretariat for their excellent work in organizing this meeting.  

Looking towards the high-level meeting of disability and development in the General Assembly in September, the Dominican Republic hopes that meeting will serve as a platform to adopt stronger policies of social inclusion for the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities and to emphasize the fact that the post-2015 development agenda should mainstream a disability perspective.  

In this regard, we hope this important meeting will serve to encourage those states that still have not ratified the Convention to take that important step so that persons with disabilities achieve the highest global level of protection of their rights and that they accomplish the respect that they deserve and enjoy the benefits provided to other citizens.  

Mr. President, the president of the Dominican Republic is carrying out his government plan, focusing on economic, social, and environmental development, centering on the human individual.  

Amongst these are persons with disabilities and they represent a priority segment.  This was demonstrated in the first 11 months of office.  

In these few moments, we will summarize the progress we have achieved.  But a full statement is on the Web page of this conference.  

The president strengthens the National Council on disability by increasing the budget.  And it fosters through organic law No. 513, which mainstreams these policies throughout the government, the national statistics office.  

On July 1st of this year, we launched the national survey on persons with disabilities.  This covered several thousand households.  

The Office of the First Lady is leading a program for children and adolescents with various types of disabilities.  This provides for the building of five comprehensive centers on disability.  

The first one will soon be ready and the second will begin on July 23rd in Santiago.  And the other three will be in other regions from those of the first two centers.  From November 2012 until May 27, 2013, we have seen the establishment of the orchestral theater, which is comprised of 139 persons with disabilities.  

This pulls out of the social shadows hundreds of them.  This is a program under the Ministry of Culture.  This program is called Out of Hiding.  It is a public-private program working in the communities throughout the country to bring civil servants closer to persons with disabilities and see their problems close at hand.  

The aim is that they get closer to the communities so we get out of our offices and meet persons with disabilities.  

It is difficult for them to reach us, civil servants.  They live in very distant areas.  And we do apologize for having forgotten them over centuries and millennia.  

In January 2013, the national literacy plan, which is called Quisqueya Learns With You, was launched which covers persons with disabilities.  This is an important program.  It takes as its challenge ensuring literacy for deaf people and particularly with sign language in the communities.  

Mr. President, in terms of accessibility, we are establishing a national plan of universal accessibility.  This is coordinated with the Ministry of Public Works and the Ministry of Education, the Office of Public Procurement and local governments.  

In the labor market, we are establishing the quota for employment which provides 5% in the public sector and 2% in the private sector.  

And with small- and medium-sized enterprises, we have a program to develop entrepreneurship for persons with disabilities.  

And we have another program which is called Itinerant Bazaars which promotes the marketing of handicraft, which establishes a strong identity which is not based on charity.  
The Vocational Technical Institute is implementing a training program for persons with disabilities.  It covers almost all disabled people throughout the country.  

The Ministry of Sports is developing inclusive sports programs.  We call this We Played in Diversity.  We have a wellness raising program for public managers.  It is called Dare to Put Yourself in My Place.  This includes a way for non-disabled persons to see themselves in the place of persons with disabilities.  

We have a national insurance which provides health insurance to persons with disabilities.  The Cabinet of Social Policies has the inclusion of persons with disabilities as part of its social assistance plans.  

The interest of the Dominican government is to continue forward in full inclusion and respect of the rights of persons with disabilities.  

These are major challenges facing the Dominican society with regard to persons with disabilities and also the undocumented, as is the issue of accessible transportation, inclusion the labor market, and overcoming the culture of discrimination.  

These initiatives must be integrated by both society and the government.  Thank you very much.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:     I'd like to thank the representative of the Dominican Republic.  Please adhere to the 3-minute limit to leave the possibility for other delegations to express themselves.  
Now I give the floor to the distinguished representative of Panama.  

Panama:     Mr. President, and members of the Bureau, distinguished delegates, friends from non-governmental organization who are here present at the Sixth Session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as director of the national secretariat for persons with disabilities in Panama, I would like to introduce myself to this meeting and submit a brief summary on persons with disabilities and their families in Panama.  

Panama was the first country in the world to incorporate the international Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the United Nations.  This was through Law No. 25 on June 10th, 2007.  

Through Law No. 23, we set up the National Secretariat for Persons with Disabilities.  This is an autonomous body in which five members of civil society nominated by civil society take part in the governing board.  

The Panamanian state, under its president, has continued these efforts to set up the national policy for persons with disabilities as a state policy.  

I'd like to point out some of the measures that our state is undertaking.  Last year we announced the fact that the Ministry of Health, with the support of the first lady and the civil society, opened in the St. Michael the Archangel Hospital the first ward in Latin America to help patients with bone formation deficiency.  

These patients are known as the Crystal Children.  We can now state that children through Central America and the Caribbean are being treated in Panama and positively changing their lives.  

Under the leadership of the first lady of Panama, the Ann Sullivan Panama Center was opened.  It provides high quality care to children and adolescents in our isthmus who have autism and other disabilities.  

The National Authority of Innovation and the National Secretariat for Persons with Disabilities is promoting the national level forum on technology and persons with disabilities.  This program is known is SULKA [sp?].  

It allows us to provide, on a free basis, programs for persons with disabilities which previously were very expensive.  

The National Secretariat for Persons with Disabilities has established accessible offices in all the provinces of the countries.  These include the indigenous centers.  

The state policy is based on consensus with civil society.  We call this the National Strategic Plan for the Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities and Their Families for the period 2010-2014.  

We have financial subsidies for persons with disabilities living in extreme poverty.  This is a successful program to allow persons with disabilities and their families to open small companies and be the bosses of their future.  

This year, through the Ministry of Social Development, we will start an integrated aid program to help persons with disabilities who are living in extreme poverty.   

In terms of the labor market, there have been successful efforts for persons with disabilities.  Measures are being taken of administrative and legal nature so next year we begin with certification of disabilities based on the international classification system.  

We'd like to reiterate our government's commitment and our citizens and of the State of Panama to meet the provisions of the Convention and its protocol to ensure that in our country those people are included and enjoy full participation in Panamanian society.  

"Nothing can be done without you" is our motto.  Thank you.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:     I thank the delegate from Panama for his statement.  Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, that was our 14th speaker.  We have 70 speakers all in all that we need to get through during the course of our conference.  

I would like to urge that we adhere to the time limit that we requested at the beginning.  It is 3 minutes.  

If you have a longer statement, please feel free to give it into the secretariat.  The secretariat will take it up and make sure it is posted on the official website of the conference.  

If you have a long statement, please do not feel you have to read the entire statement.  You should feel free to shorten it.  We shall ensure that your statement is included in the website of the secretariat for official record.  

We will now move on to the next speaker.  That is the delegate from Iran.  Iran, you have the floor.  

Iran:     In the name of the Most High, Mr. President, I would like to congratulate you on the election for residing over this important meeting and wish you success in this conference.  

Iran is a party on the international Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities within the framework of the CRPD as the main theme of this conference.  

We also welcome the coming high-level meeting on disability and development to be held on September 23rd here in New York.  We expect the outcome and its follow up to be effective in improving both daily life and future life of persons with disabilities all over the world.  

Mr. President, the Islamic Republic of Iran attaches great importance to the rights of persons with disabilities.  Iran hosts nearly the biggest society of victims of chemical weapons in the world.  They are only part of hundreds of thousands of persons with disabilities.  

At a national level, the Comprehensive Act for the Promotion and the Rights of Persons with Disabilities approved by the parliament covers a wide range of rights of persons with disabilities in the country from accessibility to empowerment and participation.  

Our government has sent many executive directives to different ministries and institutions in the implementation of the comprehensive act.  

Article 7 of the Comprehensive Act stipulates at least 3% of the employment in all governmental bodies must be allocated to eligible persons with disabilities.  

Moreover, Article 4 of Comprehensive Act envisages that persons with disabilities are 50% discounted on all governments for recreation, cultural, and transportation facilities including air travel.  

Under the Ministry of Welfare and Security is the focal point of the Comprehensive Act.  This organization supervises the implementation of the comprehensive act by other governmental ministers and bodies.  

The implementation of Article 2 of the Comprehensive Act, which is on accessibility and national plan, is incrementally being implemented to make all public places accessible to persons with disabilities.  

Mr. President, it is worth mentioning that the Iranian non-governmental Society of Persons with Disabilities had great achievements both in quality and quantity in the past decades.  

The number of NGO's and charities active on the rights of persons with disabilities is growing.  The awareness among the public is on the rise.  

In conclusion, nearly 1 billion people are living with disability in the world today.  And 80% of them live in developing countries.  We believe inclusion of disability in the post-2015 Development Agenda is imperative.  Thank you.  

[Applause]

Macharia Kamau:  I thank the delegate for his statement.  I now give the floor to Qatar.  You have the floor.  

Qatar:  Mr. President, God's peace and blessings be upon you.  We are pleased to participate in this important conference.  It is an important opportunity to the parties to the CRPD as well as other stakeholders to exchange expertise and experience, and to take stock of achievements made on this score.  I congratulate you on your election, wishing you every success as you discharge your responsibilities, and that your wide leadership will lead to the aspired goals.  

My delegation attentively studied the topics to be discussed in this conference that deal with matters relevant to the Convention, which focus on economic empowerment of persons with disabilities incorporating them regionally and nationally in the development process.  We express our appreciation for the choice of these themes, given their role in entrenching the rights of persons with disabilities to live freely and have their rights protected from discrimination.  

Let me take this opportunity to extend a summary of our achievements on this score. They include an embodiment of our initiative emphasizes benevolence, equality, justice, and equality of opportunity.  Our country made efforts on behalf of persons with disabilities, incorporating them in different national policies in achievement of our vision for 2030, that will transform ours into an advanced country able to achieve decent standards of living to its population.  

This provides a general framework of the comprehensive strategy and policies.  Most important of these is the strategy of the protection of social affairs, to achieve economic independence to the disadvantaged categories, including those with disabilities.  

Developing and empowering the environment for providing work for the disabled, enabling women to enjoy socio-economic support for weak families including those including persons with disabilities, in addition to the general strategy on the family, which contains a number of rights.  In addition to rehabilitating persons with disabilities to exercise their rights to include decision-making regarding their own fairs, we realize that disabled persons are important in society.  
They are the target of development.  They contribute to advancing it.  Therefore the Qatar religious leaders are keen to improve this.  In the law of 2004, it focuses on persons with special needs, in addition to the rights they enjoy in other legislations, including transportation devices that enable them to move and learn, as well as the right to work that suits their qualifications.  

In the government and private sector, 2% of the jobs in our state are given to persons with disabilities.  Disabled persons are given monthly stipends or pensions.  A committee has been set up, to oversee the implementation of this law.  It is believed that incorporating persons with disabilities in international, regional, and local affairs.  

We launched an initiative to standardize sign language, in cooperation with the organization for sign language and culture.  The Arab dictionary has been set up for the deaf.  In support, they reach out in signals, instead of the uttered word.  Families and councils in cooperation with the international organization of the family focus on the most important means and devices required in government buildings to facilitate entry of the disabled.  

With regard to rehabilitation programs, government and non-government parties implement many training programs by specialists.  They are working in the rehabilitation programs providing technology, helping design for the disabled, in addition to organizing awareness campaigns for society and employers to make them well aware of the rights of the disabled, in addition to espousing training programs for children targeting them at home.  

In conclusion I would like to emphasize our commitment to continue our efforts designed to foster the rights of persons with disabilities.  

We are also keen to supporting your efforts to bring the success of this conference.  We are confident that your leadership will help achieve these efforts, and with recommendations that will help persons with disabilities to their societies.  Thank you.  

Macharia Kamau:  I thank the delegate from Qatar.  I will now give the floor to the delegate from Germany.  

Germany:   Thank you Mr. President.  Let me begin by saying that the implementation of the CRPD is progressing well in Germany.  A period of 2 years is, of course, rather a short time to look back and take stock of the implementation of our national action plan.  

With its more than 200 projects and initiatives, that is.  But I can say with confidence that many important projects are being undertaken and implemented, with the goal of making inclusion a reality in Germany.  

Allow me to present four examples.  First, the national action plan allowed us for the first time ever to create a broad awareness of disability policy and to mainstream it into our ministries, federal states, and communities, as well as into institutions and companies.  

This success was achieved by the national action plan, as well as establishment of new permanent forms of participation, such as the national action committee and focal points.  

Second, for the first time ever, the German government issued a report analyzing factors which limit participation of persons with disabilities, as well as those which foster participation.  

However, during the research for this report, we realized that the currently available data is in urgent need of improvement.  The government will consequently conduct a representative study to gather reliable data on the participation of persons with disabilities.  

This data will then be integrated into the next report, to create a reliable empirical basis which will provide international comparable data.  

Third, inclusion is a task for society as a whole.  It concerns persons with disabilities and persons without.  

However, inclusion also needs public and private initiatives, as it affects all areas of political, economic, cultural and social life.  In the framework of the national action plan, the ministry of economic and social development has developed a strategy for the inclusion of persons with disabilities in German development corporations.  Its objective is to ensure the inclusion of persons with disabilities is mainstreamed into all areas of Germany's development policy, and that inclusion is an element of a development process in which all people can develop their potential on an equal basis.  

Fourth, our goal is to develop the national action plan as ongoing basis for our disability program.  We are currently working on evaluating the LAP [sp?] therefore.  This will illustrate the progress of the national action plan, and focus on the gaps of the current map.  

This study, along with the inclusionary report, will provide a comprehensive framework for identifying the challenges and necessary measures to advance the participation of persons with disabilities in the coming years.  

At the end, Germany fully agrees with the statement of the representative from the European Union concerning the participation of the Civil society representatives in this conference.  Thank you Mr. President.  

[Applause]

Macharia Kamau:  I thank the delegate from Germany.  Now I give the floor to Thailand.  

Thailand:   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Excellencies, distinguished colleagues, since 2008 we have witnessed significant progress to improve the lives of persons with disabilities among others.  

We are pleased that the first-ever high-level meeting is being convened in September.  

Many challenges remain, however, such as mainstreaming the disability perspective into the international agenda.  Disability plays a prominent role in the post-2015 Development Agenda.  

There is also the framework on the promotion of persons with disabilities way of life.  We must continue to put forward the implementation of the CRPD, and Article 32 of incorporation.  We must ensure that the committee is provided adequate resources to carry out its work.  

The theme of this meeting is highly relevant, as we continue to improve the standard of living for persons with disabilities in our societies.  Cooperation is indispensable.  There is cooperation with the Philippines and others in taking into account regional input, and in finalizing the outcome of our documents.  

This May, Thailand participated with other organizations in the development agenda.  We hope our regional input will help shape the conversation.  Moreover, we believe empowerment of persons with disabilities including their participation and empowerment is key to ensuring their adequate standard of living.  

Opportunities will be strengthened by persons with disabilities and other organizations.  In Thailand, initiatives like the fund for empowerment of persons with disabilities, the community-based rehabilitation programs, and others, have been emphasized, and empowerment to live independently and become involved in community activities.  

In closing, we reiterate our commitment to upholding the Convention and joining hands with stakeholders to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities both at home and beyond.  Thank you so much Mr. Chairman.  

[Applause]

Macharia Kamau:  I thank the delegate from Thailand.  I now recognize Australia.  

Australia:  Thank you.  It is an honor to represent Australia at the Sixth Session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  As we prepare to present Australia's national report in September, I would like to thank professor Ron McHellam [sp?] on his tenure, and to congratulate Marissa [last name] on her role.  

Australia has addressed a strong agenda across our disabilities and support systems.  Our 2010-2020 system addresses reforms to public services to ensure that Australian citizens with disabilities can be active participants in their community.  

It will ensure policies are mainstreamed into programs that influence persons with disabilities.  The strategy identifies factors such as accessibility and health as critical for an inclusive society.  

In July of 2013 we launched Disability Care Australia, our new insurance scheme, which gives persons with disabilities choice and control over the services and support they need.  

Disability Care recognizes that everyone's needs, preferences and aspirations are different.  By tailoring support to the individual, it can provide the right care and access to activities to support people over a lifetime.  

Australia remains a committed player internationally, towards the evolution of the Post-2015 Development Agenda.  

Australia has the Disability Forum, the Disability Rights Fund, etc.  Their cooperation helps us hear more clearly the voices of persons with disabilities in the marginalized communities of the world.  

This has had an impact to our inclusive education and humanitarian responses.  We remain a strong supporter to respect the rights of persons with disabilities.  

Through activities, we seek to encourage the United Nations system to consider disability and particularly persons with disabilities in all aspects of its development work.  

As states parties to the CRPD, we all recognize in this room the moral imperative of ensuring persons with disabilities are empowered in development in 2015 and beyond.  We look forward to working with you during this Conference of States Parties.  

Macharia Kamau:     I thank the delegate of Australia for his statement and I recognize Norway.  You have the floor.  

Norway:     Thank you.  Norway ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on June 3rd, 2013.  We consider the Convention to be important to both promoting human rights and sustainable development.  

Norway pledges to include persons with disabilities in all multilateral efforts where relevant.  A recently launched white paper underlines the efforts for persons with disabilities will be priority within our focus areas for Norwegian Development Corporation such as education, gender equality, etc.  

In addition, the Norwegian government has developed guidelines for Norway's international efforts for the rights of persons with disabilities.  In addition, we have contributed $500,000 to the UN partnership on the rights to partnership for persons with disabilities.  

We are pleased to see these rights in UN documents in particular the outcome document from Rio+20.  

Furthermore, a universal protection is vital to access to health services and it is fundamental to make possible for all including persons with disabilities to live an independent life and participate in society on an equal basis.  

Persons with disabilities experience difficult living conditions or unfulfilled rights.  Empowering strategies become of vital importance to secure a society for all including equal participation in the development.  

From a democratic point of view, we must encourage political participation at all levels.  Women and girls with disabilities often suffer from double discrimination and have high risk of experiencing abuse.  

Therefore, activities targeting women and girls must include women and girls with disabilities.  We would like to improve our understanding of multi dimensional discrimination.  This is particularly emphasized in the ministry's new plan for gender equality.  

Ensuring the protection of persons with disabilities in emergencies including natural disasters and conflict and post-conflict situations is of essence.  

Our Convention of 2008 assists survivors from weapons.  This includes victims of landmines and other explosives in general programs and promoting the rights of persons with disabilities.  

The international community has started consultation on the development agenda post-2015.  We are looking forward to the upcoming high-level meeting.  Norway shares the objective that the outcome document should be precise and action oriented.  That will make a genuine impact.  

Finally, we must ensure the rights and needs of persons with disabilities are given due consideration in the discussion of the development agenda post-2015.  As part of a human rights based approach it is important to secure the rights of persons with disabilities aimed at health care, education, democratic participation, etc.  

Thank you.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:     I thank the delegate from Norway.  I recognize the delegate from Chile.  You have the floor.  

Chile:     Thank you, Mr. President.  Allow me to inform the audience here as to the state's policies of the president of my country with regard to persons with disabilities in order to move forward towards a world that's more respectful and inclusive.  

We would like to welcome Maria Soledad [sp?], president of the Committee of Persons with Disabilities and we wish her success.  

The rights focus that we now apply challenges us to take into account all facets of human development.  We must establish effective state policies that are inclusive both in concept and implementation.  

We must ensure we are active players in the cultural changes in our societies.  In this regard, we seek development from an inclusive perspective.  This is a challenge for our institutions.  

This meeting, for example, allows us to develop more effective tools to ensure all our citizens and those who have disabilities to participate.  

As a country, we believe that poverty and reduction strategies and social protection instruments that we design must respect inter cultural aspects.  The needs for persons with disabilities must be taken into account.  

To this, we should ensure that we don't establish further barriers to social inclusion.  We want to submit to this meeting a view on two variables, the disabilities and recognizing a multicultural nature.  

We would like to share our experience in a side event which concerns indigenous peoples and persons with disabilities.  

We have a community based approach in our country.  This is in line with our human security focus which recognizes the role of the community and the empowerment of persons with disabilities to ensure they enjoy their rights.  

We are working on this model today.  We are seeking a cross-country approach for persons with disabilities including their families.  We should share experience in this regard.  

On the other hand, it seems important that society together should be committed to ensure inclusion.  And we believe that this is not only possible but essential to achieve.  

We believe that the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities requires an effective body which facilitates monitoring of the implementations and collaboration with the states.  

This situation currently is not in place.  Therefore, Chile reiterates its support to the process for enhancing the treaty bodies which requires a sustainable approach and involve all players.  

Finally, my delegation believes it is important to have the participation of civil society and non-governmental organization in this meeting because they have a valuable opinion and contribution to make.  

Thank you very much.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:     I thank the delegate from Chile for his statement.  I recognize El Salvador.  You have the floor.  

El Salvador:     Thank you very much, Mr. President.  We would like to congratulate you on your election and that of the Bureau and highlight the work that your colleagues, Bulgaria, Bangladesh, and Israel, have undertaken to plan this event.  

We would like to highlight our progress in this Convention.  El Salvador is already preparing the first interactive dialog and our first country report on implementation of the Convention.  

This will take place in Geneva in September of this year.  We are also analyzing internally to ensure the possible reservation that El Salvador will have.  

The National Council for Persons with Disabilities is undertaking consultations with persons with disabilities on our national policy.  

This resides on the principles of the Convention.  In terms of education, we have a strategy for inclusive education.  This is a tool which guides teachers with regard to diversity.  This is in 22 pilot schools and access to employment through promoting insertion into the labor market.  

More than 1,530 people have been trained.  This covers about 348 men and 555 women in various companies throughout the country.  

There is also specific workplaces for persons with disabilities and small businesses have been able to establish networks.  

The Ministry of Health is focused on rights.  We establish health services at three levels to meet the specific needs of this population.  

Also, health and rehabilitation and provided through networks of hospitals of the El Salvador Institute for Rehabilitation.  We also have a model based on the bio-psycho-social approach.  It promotes the participation of the family to ensure an integrated approach to the individual, the family, and the context to which they live going beyond a medical approach and recognizes the individual as a subject of rights.  

In terms of transport, we have a transport policy in our capital based on you universal accessibility approach.  

In data collection, we are having the most complete survey of persons with disabilities.  We are now discussing parameters for the classification of persons with disabilities with the aim to standardize our criteria for various needs, whether for employment or pensions.  

As my colleague for Norway has said, this cross-cutting approach to persons with disabilities covers all people in my country.  36% of adults with disabilities are aged more than 65.  This means we need to help this doubly vulnerable part of the population.  

We invite you to the parallel event which will cover the interface between persons with disabilities and aging.  This will be held tomorrow.  

Finally, I would like to reiterate the determination of my country to implement the Convention and express our confidence that our discussions will lead to further discussions at the high-level meeting of the General Assembly on persons with disabilities and development to be held in September 2013.  

Thank you very much.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:     I thank the delegate from El Salvador, who is also the vice-president of the Bureau of the Conference of States Parties to the Conference.  

I now recognize Colombia.  You have the floor.  

Colombia:     Thank you very much.  First of all, allow me to thank you and congratulate all the members of the Bureau on your election and for the preparation of this event.  

Colombia has begun a new policy for persons with disabilities and social inclusion based on the effective enjoyment of the rights of persons with disabilities in which various sectors are promoting the participation of persons with disabilities in the planning implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of the various programs.  

Nevertheless, several challenges remain for fully implementing the Convention and particularly with the empowerment of persons with disabilities and their organizations as well as families and carers.  

We need to integrate the state policy with our sectoral policies.  We need a planning and care policies for persons who care for persons with disabilities as well as policies that enhance independent living.  We need to empower persons with disabilities, their families, carers, and their organizations.  

We also need to ensure training is given for new leaders of persons with disabilities aimed at their active participation in the design of public policies that promote social inclusion and proper living standards for the entire population.  

There's now a great challenge in terms of the participation of boys and girls with disabilities.  We are developing teaching methods that ensure their active role in decision making and social life.  

Colombia would like to submit to this meeting a number of issues that we believe are crucial with regard to what we hope to see in the upcoming Conference of States Parties.  

First, an understanding of the complexity and diversity that is involved in persons with disabilities.  We need a cross-cutting perspective linked with national and international decisions in social development policies.  

We also need social mobilization to recognize the diversity and respect of the human rights of all persons, particularly persons with disabilities, their families, and carers.  

We need to recognize a differentiated approach in dealing with persons with disabilities which should guide our public policies in a human rights perspective.  And there is human and social development in terms of gender, life cycle, ethnic origins, and taking into account the various limits that are defined by the international classification of functioning disability and health.  

Four, information about persons with disabilities which can take into account different national systems and allow for comparative analysis.  

We need to have measures to prevent and combat violence against persons with disabilities, particularly groups who are vulnerable.  

Finally, Colombia reiterates its commitment to the social inclusion of persons with disabilities, their families, and their carers and its interest in enhancing the empowerment of persons with disabilities and their enjoyment of their rights.  Thank you.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:     I thank the Ambassador and Deputy Permanent Representative of Colombia for his statement.  Austria, you now have the floor.  

Austria:     Mr. President, Austria welcomes the active involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities in the opening session of this conference.  

Participation of persons with disabilities is a core principle of the Convention.  This is in line with the theme of the conference as well as with previous practice.  

Austria has undertaken a broad process of implementation of the Convention in accordance with the guiding principle "nothing about us without us."  The participation of civil society organizations was fully assured by our government by drafting the first state report to the CRPD committee in 2010 as well as in elaborating the national action plan on disability in 2012-2020.  

The national action plan, which was published in an easy-to-read version, provides the main framework for Austria's disability policy for the next 12 years and provides for 250 measures to be implemented by 2020.  

Its subtitle "inclusion as a human right and a mandate" highlights the CRPD as the basis for this plan as well as the human rights based approach.  

This federal action plan is complemented by the regional level where one Austrian province has equally adopted the plan to implement the Convention.  

Austria aligns itself with the statement made on behalf of the European Union.  I want to underline that Austria's implementation of the Convention also takes place in the context of the European Union Disability Strategy 2010-2020 and the Disability Action Plan of the Councilor of Europe 2006-2015.  

Austria is being reviewed by the CRPD committee.  The dialog is scheduled for September of this year.  

With regard to the main theme of this conference, I would like to bring to your attention six concrete measures we have undertaken.  

In education, the approach of inclusive model regents should constitute a good practice to implement the Convention and have inclusive education in the school system.  

In order to create an alternative to substitute decision making, we have started a model project for supported decision making in June of this year.  

Third, the Austrian disability equality law provides for a conciliation procedure which is an alternative to legal proceedings.  A total of 1,361 conciliation procedures had a settlement rate of 47%.  

Fourth, in the labor market program for persons with disabilities until 2017, a pilot project will be conducted with the aim to develop an inclusive work environment for persons with severe disabilities.  

Fifth, personal assistants shall enable persons with disabilities to participate in the labor market and other areas of life.  In accordance with the Convention, we broaden this assistance to all groups of persons with disabilities.  

Six, the long-term care allowance is a financial benefit to enable persons with disabilities and persons in need of care to live as independently as possible.  About 5% of the Austrian population receive this benefit.  

Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to invite you also to our side event, which will take place in a few minutes in Room 5 with the theme "Economic Empowerment:  Where We Are Now and the Way Forward Post-2015."  

Let me conclude by saying we are interested in sharing our experiences on the implementation of the Convention and learning from the experience of others.  We look forward to a productive exchange.  Thank you very much.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:     I thank the delegate from Austria for his statement.  It is now three minutes after 1:00.  That is the allocated time we have.  

I have asked the interpreters for 5 or 7 minutes of their time.  Depending on how quickly the next speakers speak, I will either ask for one or two speakers next.  

First, let me ask the International Coordinating Committee to make your brief statement.  You have the floor.  

ICC:     Mr. President, national human rights institutions play a vital role in protecting the rights of persons with disabilities.  They perform functions such as research, promotion, consultation, and monitoring of human rights commitments.  

Article 33.2 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is an innovative feature of the Convention that aims to create an ongoing domestic dialog on implementation between states parties, their civil society organizations, and organizations of persons with disabilities.  

Article 33 can fill the gap of periodic international monitoring and the day-to-day domestic implementation.  As part of the Article 33 framework, states parties must create independent mechanisms to be involved in promotion and protection of monitoring creations.  

States parties are required to take into consideration the UN General Assembly approved Paris principles for the good government of institutions.  

Currently, there are 69 national human rights institutions using these standards.  Although these institutions have been given monitoring roles by their states, overall implementation of Article 33.2 has been disappointing.  

In all states parties reviews to date, the committee on the right of persons with disabilities has urged states parties to fully implement Article 33 and 33.2.  The ICC wishes to call the attention of the states parties to their obligation.  

The ICC acknowledges the openness of the conference to the ad hoc participation of the ICC and NAHRI in its work.  

However, we regret that as of yet the ICC lacks official status in this conference.  We look forward to discussions on how we can be formalized in the work of the conference.  This is in line with the underlying practice of many UN bodies.  

Wherever they live, even in developed countries, persons with disabilities are disproportionately represented among the poor.  A key factor in the ill treatment of persons with disabilities is the tendency of many government institutions to treat persons with disabilities as the objects of benevolence and charity.  

In fact, as we all know, persons with disabilities are rights holders.  States have an obligation to ensure that all persons with disabilities have access to an adequate standard of living on the same basis of other citizens in a manner that accommodates the special needs arising from an individual disability.  

On behalf of the ICC, thank you for the opportunity to make this statement.  

[APPLAUSE]

Macharia Kamau:     I thank the delegate from the ICC and National Human Rights Institute.  I am afraid we have clearly run out of time.  

Therefore, we will stop the list at this point for this afternoon.  We will resume this afternoon at 3:00 sharp.  We will start with the next speaker this afternoon.  That will be Spain, followed by Sweden, Israel, and Denmark.  

We will only have a 30-minute session this afternoon of delegate speaking.  Then we will move into the panel discussion.  

We will only have a few speakers this afternoon.  Then we shall move into the panel.  We are only squeezing in afternoon speakers to make progress because we only have 26 speakers who have spoken out of the 70 that have signed up.  

We have a long way to go.  

On behalf of the Bureau, I would like to extend invitations to all delegation to a reception tonight at the Turkish Center.  It is across the street.  You will see the Turkish flag on top of it.  It is the white building across the street from this building.  The reception is from 6:30-8:30 this evening.  That is the reception this evening.  
In addition, I would like to announce that the Kenyon delegation is having their event.  It will currently go on in Room 7, across the hall.  The theme is social protection and empowerment of persons with disabilities.  That is immediately after this session.  

Now, we will commence the next session at 3:00 this afternoon right here.  We will start with Spain.   Thank you and have a good afternoon.  

[End of morning session.]  
Disclaimer:  This transcription provides a meaning-for-meaning summary to facilitate communication access.  It is the ultimate responsibility of the client to verify the accuracy of the information provided.  Thank you.  
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