FINISHED COPY
FIFTH CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES
SEPTEMBER 13, 2012
10:00 AM
MORNING SESSION
CONFERENCE ROOM 4, MAIN CONFERENCE
* * * * * * * *
This text is being provided in a rough draft format.
Communication Access Realtime Translation (CART) is provided
in order to facilitate communication accessibility and may
not be a totally verbatim record of the proceedings.
* * * * * * * * 
CHAIR JAMAICA:  Excellencies, distinguished colleagues, good morning, may I invite you to take your seats.  Please.  I call the session of the Fifth Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to order.  This morning we resume the general debate for half an hour, may I repeat half an hour and then move to agenda item 4A which is a round table on children with disabilities.  I would like to remind delegations of the guidance note circulated to member states concerning the general debate and in particular the time limit of three minutes, three minutes for delivering statements.  
We would be grateful if given serious time limitations, if delegations would adhere to time limits.  I would like to remind delegations that they are able to submit statements in full by electronic means so it can be posted on the website.  Now, as we continue the general debate for the next half hour I draw attention to an unfortunate of a delegation duly inscribed on the speaker's list which in fact had been inscribed with a misstated deadline of inscription.  Syria, you have the floor.
>> SYRIA: Thank you very much, chairman.  The Syrian Republic gives special attention to the persons with special needs and Syria is one of the pioneers in terms of providing assistance in protecting the rights of disabled persons, protecting these rights against discrimination as part of our overall commitment to Human Rights and we have included disabled persons in the different national programs and five year programs including the eleven five year plan until the year 2016.  
Now, there are many reasons that lead to disabilities and we would like to draw special attention to the situation related to the Israeli occupation including the Syrian ‑‑ people under occupation suffer especially due to the violation of their fundamental freedoms and rights which doesn't prevent them from living in dignity and participate fully in political life, but at the same time they are suffering more because of Israeli practices and the occupation now on the territories of the occupied Syria.  There are many mines and other articles and I'm talking about more than two million mines and numerous mine fields.  
The victims are 531 ‑‑ more than 200 people have died including women and children and these victims suffer from different forms of disabilities.  The village of Mustashump is surrounded by mines on all sides and in Ikora, more than one million mines have been placed and the Israeli authorities do not provide any information related to the location of these mines.
And not a single week goes by without an explosion of a mine affecting directly the citizens of Syria.  Now, we would like to refer to the dangers related to unilateral sanctions that are imposed which undermine situations of developing countries, and this relates to certain embargoes related to the supplies of medicine and wheelchairs which threatens the possibility for disabled persons to enjoy fully their rights.
And our country has to deal with these problems in the face of these sanctions which deprives people of their right to life and this especially concerns disabled persons.  Thank you very much,  Chairman. 
>> CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished representative of Syria and I now give the floor to the representative of the European Union we are still asking you to keep it within three minutes.  I give the floor to European Union.
>> EUROPEAN UNION: Thanks, Mr. Chairman.  I have the honor to intervene on behalf of the urine European Union shares confidence with the member states with matters governed on the Convention.  A list of acts ill freight straights E.U. acts under the Convention regarding accessible, social inclusion, work in employment, personal mobility, access to information, statistics and data collection and in the field of international cooperation.  While the main responsibility for many policy areas such as education, healthcare or employment is with the member states, the European strategy supports national efforts.  
The E.U. institutions and member states work together to build a barrier flee Europe for all access to the physical environment, access to communication and transportation.  Since 2008 the European commission publishes an annual report on the implementation of the UN Convention focusing on various thematic areas and issues of governance.  The 2012 report focuses on accessibility.
In this area, the European commission is preparing a proposal to establish a European framework for accessible goods and services.  With the objective of improving the markets of goods and services that are accessible for persons with disabilities and elderly persons based on the design for all approach.  Whenever the European commission when preparing legislation needs to make an impact assessment it is bound to verify compliance with the UN Convention.  The effective implementation of the Convention requires a proper governance structure.  
Since 2010 the European Commission has organized an annual work forum to bring together the relevant mechanisms under Article 33 of the Convention as well as persons with disabilities, DPOs, service providers and other stakeholders from the E.U. in order to promote mutual learning and implementing the Convention.  The world work forum held October 2011 focused on coordination issues and on how to engage civil society effectively.  The report on the forum is publicly available and supports efforts to bring about the changes that the Convention requires.  
These changes can only become a reality when a number of key policy and legal instruments are put in place.  The E.U. has set up an online tool that contains links to those key instruments and all member states.  The tool reports about 44 key instruments for the implementation of the UN Convention relating to relevant general legal framework, accessibility legislation and standards, independent living, education and employment, statistics and data collection, awareness raising and external action.  The tool provides a quick overview of the progress achieved in the implementation of the Convention and essential information and examples to those that are in the process of developing or improving the policy and legal framework.  
It is another illustration of the willingness of the E.U. to share its experiences in the implementation with the other parties to the Convention.  We will give a more detailed presentation of our experience during side events later today at 3:00 to which you are all invited.  Thank you.
>> CHAIRMAN: I think the distinguished representative of the E.U. and moving quickly along I give the floor to the Republic of Korea.
>> KOREA: Thank you.  I would like to join in giving my gratitude the Bureau and Secretariat for excellent work in organizing this meeting.  Since the ratification of the CRPD 2008 the Republic of Korea has been exerting efforts in implementing the Convention faithfully.  This has been done with a view of further promoting and protecting rights of persons with disabilities including in particular children and women with disabilities.  These efforts are described in the state report in the suggestion in June 2011.  Taking this opportunity I would like to share the recent progress made by the Korean government in implementation of the Convention focusing on the theme of the decision making the CRPD account for women and children.
First, the Korean government enacted the welfare assistant act for children with disabilities last year.  The act stipulates the national and local government's obligations to take necessary measures aimed at supporting children with disabilities and their families, establish a support delivery system to provide appropriate welfare for disabled children.  In accordance with the act, my government also provides disabled child allowance and free child care benefits to insure stable living conditions children with disabilities.  
With regard to the protection of women with disabilities, we legislated the act on anti‑discrimination against and remedies for persons with disabilities so‑called anti‑discrimination act which underlines the vocational training shall not go against women with disabilities.  This act shows the discrimination in education and employment may have a considerable impact on the inclusion in larger society.  In addition, the Center for Prevention of Imprisonment on Human Rights of persons with disabilities composed of people with disabilities and experts in this field conducts monitoring and carries all Convention on Sexual Assaults on Persons with Disabilities.  
The Korean government believes that accessibilities are the topics of the round table discussions is critical not only in enhancing the participation of persons with disabilities, in economic and social activities, but also to improve their welfare, the accessibility of persons with disabilities in various fields.
>> CHAIRMAN: I'm sorry to interrupt the representative of Korea, but could we ask to you wrap up now.
>> KOREA: Lastly, may I continue?  For closing, I would like to invite all of you to a side event organized by Korean People's Development Institute and sponsored by the Ministry of Health and welfare of the Republic of Korea.  The side event will be held today, Thursday, 13, September, at 3:00 in the Conference room E on the title of make the rights real in Korea.  The event will provide information on high intergovernmental meetings to be held in Korea from 29 October to 2nd November this year.  We look forward to welcoming many of you at the side event as well as this October.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
>> CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished representative of Korea for his statement and cooperation.  Let me move to the distinguished representative of.
>> INDIA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  The Indian government had recognized the need for policy intervention to support people.  The act recognized that persons with disabilities are a valuable human resource and seeks to create an enabling environment that provides them with equal opportunities, protection of rights and full participation in society including areas of education and employment.
The ministry of social justice and empowerment works with ministries to coordinate and implement programs and schemes in the area of health, education and employment.  Mr. Chairman, this legislation was supplemented by the national policy for persons with disabilities announced in 2006.  This policy in fact specifically focuses on issues concerning women and children with disabilities another act, the national trust for welfare with persons with autism, cerebral palsy, mental retardation was passed in 1999.  
This act is undergoing revisions in light of the CRPD.  In 2010 the ministry of social justice and empowerment constituted a committee to harmonize existing legislation with the provisions of CRPD.  This committee has submitted its recommendations on a revised draft to the ministry in 2011.
This is undergoing consultations among stakeholders especially within the states in whose domain disability figures under the constitution of the country.  Mr. Chairman, the government has instituted a scheme for national awards for empowerment of persons with disabilities as also to encourage others for creating a barrier‑free environment for persons with disabilities.  The right to education act 2009 mandates for free and compulsory elementary education to all children with special needs up to 18 years.  
The act has been amended to facilitate access to students with disabilities.  The government has established seven institutes dealing with disabilities and seven composite regional centers to promote research and conduct training.  The government also funds a large of NGOs providing disability services and has established a national handicap finance and development corporation which provides loans at concessional rates to persons with disabilities for self‑employment.
With a view to further improve implementation of government policies, the government has also created a separate department for effective liaising with concerned ministries and departments in fulfillment of its responsibility towards the disabled.  The constitution of India insures equality, free doom, justice and dignity of all individuals and mandates an inclusive society for all including persons with disabilities.  We remain commits to enabling environments so all persons with disabilities including women and children are able to enjoy their rights and realize full potential.  Thank you.
>> CHAIRMAN: Thank you.  Let me move to thanks to the representative of India.  We give the floor to the distinguished representative of Spain.
>> SPAIN: Thank you very much, sir.  On behalf of the government of Spain by thanking the Chair for organizing this Fifth Conference and thanks also to all members of the Conference for the government of the Kingdom of Spain we are very proud to see how more and more people with disabilities are actively participating in this Conference and occupying positions of importance in the respective governments of their countries.  This is the clearest example that ‑‑ indication that we are progressing and that persons with disabilities are the only persons who really know exactly how to deal with this, their situation, and now they are able to work for the community as a whole during the fourth Conference of the CRPD in Spain.  In connection with the Convention, we instituted a dialogue with the Committee on Rights of Persons with Disabilities as reflected in Spain's report to the committee.  In the 56th and 57th sessions on the 20th of September, 2011, we welcomed the fact that we were the first state to submit to the committee.  We submitted written replies to the conclusions and our delegation was cross cutting in nature with members of different ministries.  A series of recommendations were issued and this shows us how to move forward in improving the situations of persons with disabilities in our country.  We now have a 2012‑2020 policy for persons with disabilities incorporating recommendations and conclusions by the committee and also the outcome of consultations with persons with disabilities in our countries.  So we are working now on a renewed commitment to Human Rights in order to insure implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities in society.
Although we have a very difficult budgetary situation, we are introducing specific measures is to insure that persons with disabilities can actively participate in society and in government.  The National Council for Disabilities will be issuing a report on this subject.  We have specific objectives for the period in question consistent with the European strategy with a view to insuring that persons with disabilities can enjoy all of their rights and benefit fully from real and effective participation in social and economic life, we adopt a, an approach of non‑discrimination, equality of opportunity, independent life as reflected in the Convention, and lastly, we want to say that we are formulating a general law for disability which is a compilation of all of the legislative norms published in our country to date.  This with a view to clarifying and making consistent all legislation in Spain for the benefit of persons with disabilities.  Lastly, I wanted to congratulate the international Paralympics committee for the Paralympic games which were, again, better than ever before.  And which were so successful in the U.K.  Thank you.
>> CHAIRMAN: Distinguished representative of Spain.  I give the floor to the distinguished representative of Panama.
>> PANAMA: Mr. Chairman, members of the Bureau, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, friends from NGOs who are represented in the Fifth Conference of the CRPD, I address the August forum with a view to submitting a brief report on the situation of persons with disabilities and their families in Panama.  The republic of Panama has become the world's first country which in its legislation has incorporated the CRPD.  This is act 25 of the 10th ever June 2010.  This was the first Human Rights treaty of the century.  
My country attributes particular importance to the situation of persons with disabilities and their families and for this reason, we have taken major initiatives to insure compliance with this Convention through Act 23 of 2007 we have established an autonomous institution for persons with disabilities, with persons with disabilities participating.  
The president of the republic is pursuing a national policy for disabilities in our country.  This he strengthens the efforts made previously in the country to promote the Human Rights of the 370,000 persons with disabilities in Panama and insuring that they enjoy equal opportunities.  Allow me briefly to outline some action taken by our state, taken to benefit the women, men children with disabilities become a signatory to the Convention to the Rights of the Child and the InterAmerican Convention to prevent and eradicate violence.  
Through the national institute we are promoting participation of women in view to achieving empowerment, and we have established gender offices in various state institutions with the support of our first lady, we are ‑‑ we have established a new hospital which has the first public hospital that provides cares for patients with imperfect osteogenesis.  The medication particularly growth hormones, were not previously provided by the government.  With the establishment of this hospital, we have particularly and considerably improved the quality of life of these persons.
Also at the national level, we have introduced forums on technology and disability with a view to providing new opportunities to persons with disabilities and their family members so that they enjoy access to the new technologies as a tool to insure their equality of opportunity.
We have also established a center in Panama through a government institution in conjunction with Civil Society pursuing similar ends.  We have offices throughout the country. ‑‑
>> CHAIRMAN: Could we ask you to conclude because we have run out of time.  I thank you for your cooperation.
>> PANAMA: Some countries have been allowed 15 minutes.  So perhaps you could allow me another 40 seconds.  Panama has 3.4 million with over 370,000 persons with disabilities, 11% of our population, and through our national disability ministry, we have a budget of $8.5 millions for this year with the contribution of other institutions with the respective equality of opportunity offices.  The State of Panama working with all stakeholders and with persons with disabilities is on the basis of our Convention working to insure that persons with disabilities can enjoy a full membership of our society.  And full enjoyment of their rights let us not disappoint them and I apologize for taking extra time.
>> CHAIRMAN: I thank representative of Panama more his statement.  Ladies and gentlemen, Excellencies, we are now having the last speaker in the general debate which will be the distinguished representative of Morocco because we have run out of time.  So Morocco will be the last speaker in the general debate.  Morocco you have the floor.  Is the distinguished representative of Morocco in the room?  No.  In which case we would take the one following Morocco which would be the distinguished representative of Turkey and that would be the last speaker.  May I then give the floor to the distinguished representative of Turkey?
  Cyprus?  Is the delegation of Cyprus in the room?  You will be the last speaker.  Could you take the floor for three minutes, please?
>> CYPRUS: Thank you, Mr. President.  We would like to align ourselves with the statement given on behalf of the E.U.  Since this is the first time Cyprus is formally represented in this Conference, I would like to take the time to inform of the progress we have undergone.  We have ratified the UNCRPD as well as option and protocol of the Convention in 2011.  With the ratification of the CRPD is provided that both the CRPD and the optional protocol will be integrated in the national policies, programs and guidelines regarding persons with disabilities.  
The CRPD and the optional protocol have entered into force as of 27th of July, 2011.  The mechanism necessary for the implementation and monitoring of the Convention in accordance with the Article 33 of the CRPD have been designated by a decision of the council of ministers in Cyprus on the 9th of May 2012.  The three mechanisms are designated.  The department for social inclusion of persons with disabilities was designated as a focal point for the implementation of the Convention.  One of the responses of the department is to cooperate with other bodies in order to coordinate the preparation of a national action plan on disability.
The national action plan will guide the ministries, departments, and other bodies for taking action and implementing the Convention in the republic of Cyprus and also the European disability strategy of 2010 to 2020.  
It is expected that by the adaptation and implementation of the national action plan on disability more programs, measures and actions implementing the Convention will be promoted giving emphasis during the first two or three years and measures with no significant cost taking into consideration the existing economic crisis.  The council for persons with disabilities was designated being administratively supported by the department of social inclusion of persons with disabilities.  Contact points in all competent public authorities have been defined.  How we participate together with representatives of the organizations of the disabled in thematic technical committees and through the coordination of the council in order to prepare and monitor the national disability action plan.
The Ombudsman and commissioner for the protection of Human Rights equality authority was designated as independent for protecting and monitoring the implementation of the Convention.
>> CHAIRMAN: I'm sorry, to the distinguished representative of Cyprus, could you come to conclusions, please, because we are out of time.  Thank you.
>> CYPRUS: Lastly, I would like to state that certainly in spite of the positive step that's have already been taken, there is a long wait in front of us for the implementation of all rights of persons with disabilities.  We considered CRPD as the road map for decades ahead and we face the existing global economic limitations as challenges and not threats to continue to promote rights of men, women and children with disabilities.  Thank you.
>> CHAIRMAN: I thank the distinguished representative of Cyprus for her statement and for her cooperation.  Distinguished colleagues, we have heard the last speaker of today's general debate which will continue tomorrow afternoon.  Thank you very much colleagues for your cooperation.  Peru, on a point of order?  You have the floor distinguished Ambassador of Peru.
>> PERU: Thank you, Ambassador.  Thank you, sir.  I have just learned about the system that States Parties can state their positions to the Chair and the Bureau should have given time to organize the statements.  This is a Conference of States Parties and we wish to inform our community what we are doing.  I have just been learned then that we are going to be continuing the general debate tomorrow afternoon.  Then could we confirm, sir, please, that this is so?  Because my colleagues are telling me that the program was ‑‑ the Conference was to end at 1:00 tomorrow.  Thank you.
>> CHAIRMAN: Distinguished Ambassador, let me give the floor to the sect to clarify, please.
>> AKIKO ITO: Thank you very much.  Secretariat could inform the Conference that all member states were informed as of September 7th regarding the general debate, the proceedings of the general debate, and I understand that all missions have received this communication.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Thank you.  Before moving onto the panel, may I ask the distinguished representative of the Philippines to make an announcement concerning the 2013 high level meeting on disability and development.  You have the floor on this announcement.  
>> PHILIPPINES:   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Our point at this juncture of the discussion of the CRPD simply is to make an announcement that next year at the high level meeting just before the General Assembly opening of general debate there is a very important Conference.  And we hope that all States Parties, stakeholders, right holders will be able to participate in the consultation that is being held by the co‑‑facilitators, the co‑facilitators being the Philippines and Spain.
We have held already the first consultation and we will hold another consultation tomorrow in the same room.  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): I thank the distinguished representative of the Philippines for that announcement.  Distinguished colleagues, we now move to agenda item 4A which is the round table on children with disabilities.  May I at this stage invite the panelists to come forward, please?
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Excellencies, distinguished colleagues, let's now continue before inviting the panelists to make their presentations, I would like to say just a few words on issue relating to agenda item 4A.  It is often said that our children are our future.  We all know that the values which we inculcate in our children today will in large measure determine the kind of adults they will become.  Our children are amongst the most vulnerable groups in society, and children with disabilities of necessity require more attention, greater care, nurturing, tolerance and guidance.
Yet, too often, children with disabilities are subject to discrimination and abuse.  Hence the decision to devote particular focus to Article 7 of the Convention in this panel.  I draw your attention to document CRPD/CSP/2012/CRP 4 which provides guidance note on the theme of the panel discussion.  This document emphasize that children with disabilities are amongst of the most marginalized and excluded members of society.  
It points to the fact that children with disabilities are less likely to attend school, to have access to appropriate medical and social services or to have the opportunity to participate in society.  It examines the various frameworks available to the international community concerning the Rights of the Child including various Conventions and protocols the document also contains key questions for consideration which it is anticipated will lead to a rich interactive discussion between panelists and Conference representatives.
This morning we have a very diverse panel of eminently qualified presenters who will speak on issues involving children with disabilities I encourage panelists to speak no more than ten minutes to we will have time for questions and comments from the floor.  I have the pleasure to introduce the first panelist, Ms. Hendrietta Bogopane‑Zulu.  Hendrietta Bogopane‑Zulu, Her Excellency is visually impaired and has been a long acting advocate on disability, gender, H.I.V. AIDS in the South African countries.  She has delivered papers and addressed national, regional and international audiences on these, her areas of expertise.
She also was a contributing member of the South African delegation that participated in the negotiations on the development of the Convention and on the rights of persons with disabilities.  Against this background Her Excellency, Ms. Hendrietta Bogopane‑Zulu has played a role in disability rights in South Africa where the advancement of the disability agenda has been accorded a high priority by the South African go.
  In her role as deputy minister responsible specifically for promoting and advancing rights of people with disabilities she is strongly focused on giving a voice to disabled persons in South Africa and Africa where the African continent is positioned to play both a positive and progressive role in advancing the global agenda on the rights of persons with disabilities.  I now invite Her Excellency to give her presentation.  You have the floor.
>>>> HENDRIETTA BOGOPANE-ZULU: Thank you very much chairperson, Your Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, good morning.  I'm going to try and play like jump around, so please bear with me so I can comply with the ten minutes that the Chair has set, but allow me to express my appreciation for the generous words of introduction that the Chair has just done.  It sounded like it's not me.
It is indeed a great privilege for me to participate as a panelist here today on the round table discussion on children with disabilities, and as I said, I'm raising in my own house, and I think I have grown up as a disabled child, so it gives me a built of authority to an extent to actually understand and make relevant evaluation of where we are and where we come from because I have lived the journey and I am continuing to provide that required leadership.  And I guess chairperson, I should be in a person to actually say is the world moving to support children with disabilities or is it standing still.
There can be no keener revelation of a society's soul than the way it treats children.  Disabled children are entitled to an exciting and prevalent future and these words were said by Nelson Mandela, and for me, it summarizes the essence of what we are about today.  How do we make the Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities work better for children with disabilities?  How do we translate the debate this morning into concrete action in each of our respective countries?
In essence, I believe that if we focus on the following priorities, we will be able to return to New York during the fifth ‑‑ sixth Conference of States Parties in 2013 with concrete evidence that we have made a difference to the lives and future of children with disabilities.  In this regard, we need to consolidate our global, regional and country level work on changing attitudes towards people with disabilities in general and children with disabilities in particular.  We need to strengthen our global, regional and country level capacity and mechanisms on universal access and design measures, and standards ‑‑ at the implementation and enforcement level.  We need to strengthen enforcement mechanisms including putting in place responsive appeal mechanisms for parents of children with disabilities.
We need to accelerate our efforts at global, regional and country level to build vibrant parents of children with disabilities and youth movements.  We need to provide meaningful and appropriate platforms for children with disabilities to represent themselves and I can tell you it's been a journey.  Just being heard for some of us was a real journey and we honor that today we do have a voice and that voice is extended to our children as well.
Using these priorities as the foundation for my statement, I will be focusing on the following areas of progress as well as challenges as it pertains to the status of children with disabilities in South Africa.  I think a lot has been said about education, but allow me to add the family and the family support.  Child participation, for me it's non‑negotiable, and access to justice remains a challenge for children with disabilities.  Again N. the words of Nelson Mandela, he said education is the ‑‑ it is through education that the daughter of a peasant can become a doctor, that the son of a mine worker can become the head of the mine, that a child of a farm worker can become the president of a great nation, and I can assure you my 22‑year‑old daughter is well on her way with her visual impairment to becoming whatever she dreams to be and I have my government to thank for that.
Significant progress has been made in opening up the doors of learning for children with disabilities over the past ten years, although, of course, not fast enough.  A total of 108 ordinary schools have been physically upgraded to comply with principle of universal design and to serve as model full service inclusive schools between 2006 and 2011, and if we would remind each other, South Africa ‑‑ for inclusive education and that is what the government is implementing.  These schools were supplied with a wide range of assistive technologies and teachers were trained on inclusive practices of inclusive education.  Provinces have committed funds to convene a further 405 in so‑called full service schools by 2014.
Approximately 94% of children with disabilities age 7 and 15 years attended an education institution in 2010 compared to 73% in 2002.  The same can regrettably not be said of children with disabilities in the 16 to 18‑year‑old age group.  In 2010, 68% of children with disabilities in this age group compared to 20% in 2002 and as a ministry we are expecting to make sure more happens.
In 2010 just over 6% of children in the schooling system had a disability up from 1% in 2002.  The national sports and recreation plan approved in 2011 provides for the inclusion of special schools for children with disabilities in the talent identification and development program through participation in the national top schools games as well as the South African youth Olympic games and most school based spotting events organized at national and provincial level involves learners with disabilities from ordinary and special schools and you can all agree, you have seen the outcomes of that in the previous Paralympics in London.  But in the words of Maya Angelou when she says there is wealth of difference between truth and facts, and I think what we are evaluating today is whether facts can upscale the truth.  Evidence from ‑‑ let me skip that.  Lack of access to sufficient and appropriate early interventions during the early childhood years of children with disabilities as well as inaccessible public transport in especially rural areas remains major challenges that require attention.  Recent research coordinated by the department of social development in the deep rural areas of South Africa problem provinces found only 42% of children with disabilities identified were receiving rehabilitation and only 33% had the assistive devices they required.  This despite the province having written out the most extensive government funded community funded program in the country managed by disabled people organizations themselves as we believe self-representation is not negotiable.
Let me turn on to family support.  South Africa has an extensive Social Security network for indigent families and indigent families with disabled children qualify for amongst others the child support grant of all children aged 0 to 18 years of age and we have so far covered 115,000 families currently access the monthly care dependent grant and each and every severely disabled child, also the family receives a child care dependency grant.  A major focus of the early childhood program is to prevent areas that prevent access by children with disabilities to community based child development programs and facilities because we believe that if the disabled can get the right support at the early stage, it makes a difference, and it informs what kind of an adult they become as the Chair has already indicated.
We can indicate that part of what hinders our successful implementation of the early childhood development program is the lack of the empowerment of parents with disabilities who are the sole providers of children with disabilities and who need to be encouraged to allow their children to live their own dreams.
As indicated, the child participation is not negotiable.  As disabled woman and a parent of two disabled children, I believe that their participation and them having a say in how and what they want to become, it's very important component of development.  South Africa has adopted the principles that children with disabilities be included in any consultation with children in general.  The annual children's calendar enable children with disabilities to participate in the annual children's parliament which coincides with international Mandela day, the 18th of July, the celebration of international as well as international children's day, child protection week as well as the many child workshops where children with disabilities are able to express views on matter that's affect them.  Appropriate support is provided to children with disabilities at this workshop, but we need to note that we still have a challenge with children with severe disabilities.
Access to justice remains one of the many challenges children with disabilities face and I believe not only in South Africa but around the world.  The children's act 38 of 2015 recognizes the special needs of children with disabilities and as one of its main objectives and among others calls for all proceedings, actions, decisions in the matter that concerns the child to protect the child from unfair discrimination on the grounds of disability of the child or on the grounds of any family member of the child, and calls for an enabling environment to respond to the special needs of children with disabilities.  It is with shame that we have to acknowledge that South Africa is currently experiencing a wave of violence against women and children of unprecedented magnitude, and that the majority of these heinous acts are committed by close family members and friends of the survivors.  Children with disabilities have regrettably not escaped this.  And indications are that they are equally vulnerable at home and school, especially where they reside in boarding facilities.  The government is responding to the scourge by strengthening coordination between the various agencies involved in preventing violence against women and children and in recent months established as a committee to investigate the cause of gender based violence with the aim of developing a more targeted prevention and intervention approach.  And as a ministry for women, children, and people with disabilities we are also establishing the gender based violence council.  That is a multisectorral response led by the deputy ‑‑ that will be focused on 365 days.  It is acknowledged that children with disabilities are the most vulnerable in the service delivery ‑‑ while decision makers take their time, children with disabilities window of opportunity for intervention often expire.  Whether it is appropriate early intervention, early referrals or access to early childhood development and education opportunities, it is, therefore, critical that we empower children with disabilities and their parents to have the courage and knowledge to fight for their rights, for their rights to fight for access to services and interventions, to become change agents in their local communities and to receive support from other parents and communities and from others of people with disabilities and their respective governments.  In conclusion, let us remind ourselves of the wisdom of Gandhi a spiritual leader of India when he said if we are to teach real peace in this world and if we are to carry on a real war against war, we shall have to begin with the children.  Chairperson, the South African government remains committed to strengthening our efforts in partnership with parents organizations, organizations of disabled people, respective governments and countries around the globe to bringing about real change to the lives and futures of children with disabilities and create very active adults with disabilities who are real change agents.  I thank you for this opportunity.
(Applause).
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): I thank Her Excellency Hendrietta Bogopane‑Zulu for her very thoughtful, informative and very moving presentation.  Thank you very much.  Let me now invite the second panelist, Mr. Nick Alipui who is the Director of programs of UNICEF.  In his capacity, he oversees a centerpiece of UNICEF's work and is at the forefront of program policy, guidance and management intended to assist staff in implementation and success of UNICEF programs and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.  Dr. Nick Alipui served as UNICEF country representative in the Philippines 2003‑2008 and is country representative in Kenya from 2000 to 2003.  In both assignments he was responsible for all country activities which includes ‑‑ which included a program planning, coordination and implementation of programs to improve the lives of women and children through advocacy and resource mobilization.
Dr. Nick Alipui is a national of Ghana.  He obtains his bachelor degree in 1978 and his doctor of medicine degree in obstetrics and gynecology in 1979 from the University of Romania.  I now invite Dr. Nick Alipui to make his presentation.  Thank you.
>> NICK ALIPUI: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, my reflections today as contribution to this panel, this round table, discussion on children with disabilities organize round four main themes which I hope will contribute to the depth of our discussions.  So I will present them in order for your consideration.  First, the importance of the Convention, this session and partnerships to our work.  For us at UNICEF it is actually a great honor to be part of these discussions here today, the fifth session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  We welcome and take this opportunity very seriously to work, to advance the objectives of the Conference of States Parties as exemplified in this session subtheme which is focusing particularly on children with disabilities.  The CRPD has witnessed speedy ratification by many countries.  By the latest count 119 ratifications as of August this year demonstrating the commitments of governments to address the issues of persons with disabilities.  I should there like to salute all member states to the Convention for this, their commitment, and for the advocacy that has led us this far.
I should also like to recognize a strong partnership and cooperation that have been forged among many actors, especially the strong involvement of organizations representing people with disabilities and importance of the global partnership on children with disabilities that UNICEF is currently leading.  I should also like to acknowledge international cooperation efforts, and particularly of donors like Australia, Denmark and so many others who have made this area of work such top priority for all of us.
UNICEF welcomes in particular the Secretary General's 2011 report on children with disabilities as well as the General Assembly resolution on children with disabilities adopted at its 66th session and the impetus it brought to the UN's work in addressing the rights of children with disabilities.
This session is important because it supports full and effective implementation of the CRPD and brings a sense of urgency to the actions for people with disabilities, particularly children.  The second realm of reflections focuses on the issues at stake.  UNICEF welcomes the work that has been done during the last few decades in the area of disability and the need for more concerted action, especially to uphold the rights of children with disabilities.
However, children with disabilities as we all know continue to face discrimination in every aspect of their lives.  They are one of the most marginalized and excluded groups of children experiencing widespread violence and violations of their rights.  These violations dehumanize children, deny them respect, dignity, individuality, and in some cases even the right to life itself.
It is now absolutely clear that this discrimination arises not from the intrinsic nature children's disability, but rather from the entrenched social exclusion arising from poverty, social norms culture of rejection of difference, social isolation, prejudice, ignorance and lack of service and support including opportunities for people with disabilities.  The cost of exclusion is highest for those who experience it, of course, directly, children with disabilities and their families.  However, it is also borne by the larger society.  There are social costs, for example, related to the collusion of children with disabilities from educational and employment opportunities.  Adults with disabilities are often poorer than adults without disabilities, but education has been found to decrease this divide and to level the playing field for all.  As contemporary challenges like climate change, food crisis, financial crisis, increase frequency of humanitarian crisis and fiscal austerity measures again threaten the well-being of children around the world, deep inequalities both within and among communities of marginalizing millions live leaving many children excluded from the gains of economic and social progress have become a major concern for all of us.  This is particularly significant given the challenge we face of accelerating action towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals that were established in the year 2000.  Let me now return to the third segment of my reflections for your consideration and that deals essentially with what needs to be done.  The CRPD just like the Convention on the rights of child provide a comprehensive framework to address these violations and strengthen the rights of children with disabilities.  In interpreting the rights of children with disabilities it is absolutely important that the linkages between the CRPD and the CRCB recognize and that the conventions both of which address the rights of children with disabilities as well as the interrelated relationship of its rights be apply in a holistic manner.  One should not contradict in any way the commitment of both resources and capacities to programs for children with disabilities.
The other thought is that the Committee on the rights of the child's general comment number 9 on the rights of children with disabilities of 2007 is of great importance in this regard.  The general comment sets out strong recommendations for action in a number of areas pertaining to the rights of children with disabilities, such as prevention and in the area of education, prevention of violence and the area of education.
The realization of the rights of children with disabilities may be viewed as both an investment in this context in the future as well as a requirement for development, and that's a thought that I want to leave with you today.  Although the international community has increasingly recognized the socioeconomic impact of disability as well as the nexus between disability and development, there remains a need to transform development processes to become more inclusive, equitable and sustainable if the progress achieved is to benefit all members of society including children.  There is an urgent need to reenergize our commitment and strategies to respond to the best interests of churn, especially the most disadvantaged and excluded.
The fourth segment deals with the partnership requirements to bring us all together to work better, to strengthen our programs for children with disabilities and here I will use what we do in UNICEF as a contribution as the entry point for this area of partnership and collaboration.  And I would just outline some of the priorities for us.  UNICEF's work on disability issues forms part of an organization wide policy on equity, and it's an equity approached to our programming, our policies and partnerships in the field, including the way we now allocate core resources to children.  This strategy seeks to understand and address the root causes of inequity, those underlying bottlenecks, social norms and impediments which entrench disability and disadvantage, entrench disadvantage and inequities that entrench or trap children in situations of poverty, particularly those who face the worst forms of deprivation in society including those who suffer from multiple forms of disabilities.
The organization plays a key role in insuring specific attention is given to children with disabilities in the CRPD, and strives for the Convention to become as widely ratified as the Convention on the rights of the child.  In fact, in our view, we see absolutely no reason why there should be a difference in the level of commitment in ratifications to the CRPD compared to the Convention of the rights of the child.  UNICEF is actively engaged in helping make the CRPD and its provisions known worldwide through our country offices and through our global program partnerships with the Victor Panera, for example, and the support of the German committee for UNICEF we published globally the document, the book, it's about ability, the child friendly version of the CRPD to empower children both with and without disabilities to speak out and play their part.
The publication has since been translated into 17 different languages.  UNICEF has been selecting statistical data on children with disabilities through 10 question screen of the multiple indicator cluster survey to fill the gap in available data on disability.  I would particularly like to take a moment to thank all of those persons with disabilities at country level and in global partnerships that have participated in contributing data to this valuable process of building up the data bank and the evidence base to support our work for children with disabilities.  The organization has increased attention at country level to support government efforts in implementation and reporting on the CRPD, and has provided capacity building and raised awareness for government counterparts on the CRPD among other international rights and instruments, particularly in the context of the development of national plans of action for persons with disabilities.  It is our hope that with better data and statistics the ability to sharpen accountabilities for children with disabilities will become even better and will be able to hold duty bearers more accountable for their actions in this area.
UNICEF's rights, education and protection project aims to advance the fulfillment of the rights of children with disabilities through enhanced education, child protection systems which are more sensitive, responsive and inclusive of children.  UNICEF has undertaken a series of measures, structural and otherwise systemic aimed at both making our programs more accessible to and inclusive of children with disabilities and their families as well as building within UNICEF itself a more inclusive culture, a more inclusive organization for staff and members of society more generally.
We have through partnerships provided guidance to all staff, enhanced internal capacity building and currently developing a global strategy on disabilities which we hope will be picked up by government and non‑governmental partners working in the field.  This commitment to recognizing and promoting the rights of children and young people with disabilities and a strong mandate within UNICEF to implement the CRPD has led to a decision to focus our flagship publication, the 2013 state of the world's children report on children and youth with disabilities and for us that has been a major breakthrough because as you know, state of the world's children report is one of the most authoritative statements we put out in the form of a publication every year, and for us this has been a major breakthrough.
This commitment is also born out in our hosting the first partnership firm over the next two days here which will provide an opportunity for us to share some of the experiences, share information, and some of the resources both statistical and others, that are now available to help catalyze and accelerate our work.  UNICEF is engaged as the co‑Chair of the interagency support group for the CRPD, and is contributing to the drafting of the guidance note for UN country teams including the rights of persons with disabilities in all of the United Nations programming work at country level and in supporting the implementation, monitoring and reporting of these programs.
As of yesterday, UNICEF assumed the Chair of one year for proposing the partnership of the children with disabilities in society and development, and its multi-donor trust fund has been established to generate and manage resources towards this goal.
Finally, Mr. Chair, Distinguished Delegates of States Parties, so much has been done and much more still needs to be done.  Continued partnership in keeping the focus on children will remain a key concern in the coming years in all of our technical programmatic and policy work.  We look forward to stronger collaboration and we are as an organization at our best when we are challenged by you to do more, and we stand ready to play our part.  Thank you very much.
(Applause).
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Distinguished colleagues, we want to thank Dr. Nick Alipui for his presentation which among other things has drawn in the challenges faced by children in there fundamental rights.  Let me move to the third panelist Ms. Marta Santos Pais on violence against children.  Ms. Marta Santos Pais was appointed special representative of the Secretary General on violence against children on May 1st 2009 and took up her position on September 1st, 2009.  She brings to this position more than 30 years’ experience on Human Rights issues, engagement in the United Nations and intergovernmental processes and a firm commitment to the rights of the child.
Before her appointment, Marta Santos Pais was Director of the UNICEF inner research center, a position she held since 2001 having joined in UNICEF in 1991 as Director of policy and planning.  Previously she was Rapporteur on the committee of the Rights of the Child and vice Chair of the coordinating Committee on childhood policies of the Council of Europe.
She was a special advisor to the UN study on violence against children and to the study on the impact of armed conflict on children.  She is also a member of the UN drafting group of the 1989 Convention on the rights of the child and on its optional protocols.  She also participated in the development of other key international Human Rights standards and is also author of a large number of publications on Human Rights and children's rights.  I now invite Ms. Marta Santos Pais to make her presentation, please.
>>>> MARTA SANTOS PAIS: Thank you, so much, and many thanks really for this gracious introduction.  I'm very pleased to join you here today it's an important session of the Conference of States Parties and it is particularly important that children and violence against children with disabilities are given a central stage.  I think this is an area and from the previous interventions we see it confirmed, it is an area that has been largely unaddressed and neglected and where we need to really step up our efforts at the international and national levels.  I believe that there is strong reason for feeling hopeful, but, of course, we need to join hands to accelerate progress.  As you know, last year the General Assembly when discussing the Rights of the Child devoted its attention to the rights of children with disabilities and no doubt the wide ratification of both CRPD, the Convention on the rights of the child and the protocols to these two treaties are an indication of the strong committee in the international committee to move forward the protection of children and particularly the protection of children with disabilities from violence.  The conventions and the protocols are a very strong reference for many mandates in United Nations and at the regional and national level, and, of course, they are a key reference for my own work as special representative of the Secretary General on violence against children.  In my contribution, I would like to touch upon three dimensions.  The first one is the very widespread pattern of violence endured by children with disabilities.
The second one is the important signals of hope and of progress that we are seeing across regions.  And the third, I would like to emphasize five dimensions that as others have highlighted will help us move faster in our endeavor.  First, the pattern of violence against children.  You may know that although we have very little research in general, and specifically on violence against children with disabilities, we believe that every year between 500 million and 1.5 billion children suffer some form of violence, violence happens in all contexts and it happens in areas where children are expected to be particularly protected.  In care, justice and education institutions and also within the family.  As we have heard already, this is a phenomenon that is associated with very high human and social costs.  It is very troubling that violence affects not only girls and boys but affects them in all ages and stages of development and in fact even the very young children are victimized by forms of violence, neglect, and abuse.  The study on violence against children submitted to the generally assembly highlighted that the fact that 80% of children who die from violence are below the age of 6.
You have seen a recent Article well known for its authority recognizing that 300 million children under 5 are exposed to community and societal violence.  Now, when it comes to children with disabilities, the pattern doesn't change unless if it is to be more hidden and more intense.  In fact, children with disabilities suffer violence as a result of stigma, of social prejudices, of ill perceptions and discrimination, and the incidents of violence are incredibly invisible.  Perhaps because they are perceived very often as less serious.
In spite of limited data and research on this topic, available studies reveal an alarming prevalence of violence against their lives, physical violence in early years, sexual violence as they grow up and girls are particularly affected by this pattern.  Last year's World Report on Disability issued by WHO and the World Bank recognize that up to a quarter of children with disabilities experience one or another form of violence within their lifetime.  It is, therefore, a static pattern of abuse, a few illustrations.  Children with disabilities are still very often perceived as a misfortune by the family and as a cause of shame for the community.  In some society child disability is perceived to be the result of witchcraft or bad spirits that inhabit the child and to help the child is adopted strong measures.  They may include starvation, exposure to extreme heat or cold or harsh bitings and in some cases these practices may lead to death.
When children with disabilities are used as beggars, they are subject to violence to be kept in the street and to attract attention and to generate a sense of charity and sympathy.  In schools which are still, as we heard, very often segregated, and of low quality, children with disabilities endure bullying, abuse and ill treatment by teachers who very often lack in fact the training and skills to be able to identify the challenges faced by the children and the opportunities to invest in their potential.  They also suffer pulleying and abuse ‑‑ bullying and abuse perpetrated by their own peers.  When children with disabilities are placed in residential institutions where very often the staff is ill trained, is ill paid and is socially perceived as having a low status, the chances for physical violence, sexual abuse are, of course, very high.  These children are often left unattended and unsupported, at times in very inhuman conditions.  They may be locked up and tied up to their beds and under the allegation that this is for their own protection.  They may be bitten and heavily medicated on the one hand not to be an additional burden for the staff and also not to disturb other children, and what is very worrying is that in most circumstances, these situations continue without any oversight or independent monitoring and the reasons why the children were placed in these institutions are not reviewed or evaluated.
So very often it is a situation that grows from childhood into adulthood.  The risk of violence is also very present within the household.  And, of course, we need to recognize that for families with children with disabilities child rearing responsibilities are very challenging.  They are performed with a deep sense of isolation, of frustration, of deprivation, very often these families lack social support and medical support.  They lack information about the possible benefits of services that can be of help to them.  They face additional economic costs with transportation, medical interventions and others, and very often they are forced to miss employment opportunities to be at home and to take care of their children.
So all of these factors, of course, aggravate a sense of stress and create greater opportunities for a sense of hostility, of neglect or violence against these children.  In some cases we see families trying to protect the child and keeping the child within the home to avoid any risk of bullying or harassment in the outside world, of course, by doing this the development of the child, a sense of self-reliance and autonomy is equally compromised.  To me what is very worrying and the deputy minister was questioning the question of access to justice and it is so important for these children is that while the pattern of violence is high and pervasive, the fact is that the opportunity for these children to seek help and complain is very limited.  In most cases there is no investigation and there is no conviction of the perpetrators.  These children feel very pressed to conceal their stories, and their suffering.  First, because very often the abuser is also the person on whom they depend, on the service on which they depend.  Secondly, because they feel retaliation ‑‑ fear retaliation and fear further stigmatization and harassment.  According to studies we see that less than half of the violence perpetrated including rape and sexual abuse are under reported.  Violence against children with disabilities is less serious, but the truth is that the testimonies of these children are considered to be less reliable.  Unfortunately, they are very often dismissed and they are considered that these children cannot tell their stories in an accurate manner, in a comprehensive manner.  They are probably confused and, therefore, think cannot be convincing and the case cannot stand before a court.
But the court itself is very often limited in its capacity to do the right thing.  As you know, there are many places where the legislation still fails to recognize the ability of children with disabilities to provide their testimonies in court, to sign legal documents, to swear under oath and even more to be assisted in their communication and participation in judicial proceedings.  So this is a situation that is really affecting, creating a sense of impunity and very deep silence.
But the truth is that this is not inevitable, and violence against children can be prevented and we know enough to prevent it in a much more effective manner.  Of course, this Conference is a wonderful opportunity to narrow, to bridge the gap between the international standards we want to respect and realty.  And in this regard, I want to very briefly touch on the results of a global survey I have conducted this year on violence against children including children with disabilities.
What we are seeing is a promising wave of progress.  Let me illustrate.  In countries like Brazil, we see a very strong coordination across governmental departments to promote an inclusive approach to the rights of children with disabilities and their protection from violence.  In countries such as Finland, Slovakia and Serbia, we see national action plans which address specifically the situation of violence against children with disabilities.  We see community's ability to care and integrate children with disabilities being supported.  In Jordan and Grenada we see national bodies to support children with disabilities who have been exposed to violence.  In Macedonia social work centers are being widespread to do the same thing.  In Tanzania disability friendly schools are being built and materials with child sensitive information for children with disabilities are being developed, and Croatia has adopted recently legislation to foresee strong penalties for those who commit violence against children with disabilities.  These are, of course, indications of hope.  But we need to step up our efforts, and I want to share five dimensions where I believe we can make a difference.
The first one is that we need to start with the very best start for the life of every child including children with disabilities.  As we have heard before, investment in early childhood education is absolutely critical.  It is critical for the parents who need to feel the support, who need to gain knowledge, skills and confidence to be helping their children to develop into autonomous confident and full‑fledged subjects of rights, but also to be able to detect early any risk of disability and any risk of violence.  I believe in honor of Jamaica our Chairmanship that the roving care givers program in Jamaica is a very good example of a process that can be replicated and scaled up in other parts of the world.
Part of the process is birth registration and very briefly we cannot ignore how important it is for the law to recognize and protect children with disabilities and for situations of violence and violation of their rights not to go unnoticed and without response.
The second dimension I want to touch on it the need to promote public awareness, capacity building of professionals working for and with children with disabilities and data and research on disability and violence against children.  Of course, these are important to overcome stigma, the marginalization that surrounds the life of these children, but it is critical to promote self‑reliance.  It is absolutely important to invest in these areas to inform policy making, to plan for better services of quality for children with disabilities and for better funding for these services.  This is fundamental to sharpen accountable for the rights of these children and to change attitudes and behavior in the public at large.  The third dimension I want to emphasize is the role of legislation.  Legislation is very important in many areas but certainly also to foresee a clear prohibition of all forms of violence against children with disabilities in all contexts, but legislation is equally critical to insure that we have safe, child sensitive disability sensitive and gender sensitive mechanism that's can provide the needed counseling and can also act for complaints and reporting of situations of violence against children.  The fourth and very important point, and the Deputy Minister mentioned it a moment ago, is the question of child participation.  I think this session has once again said that "Nothing About Us Without Us.”  But children need to be part of our discussions.  We need to invest in helping that they can be with us, they feel empowered to act as the first line of prevention, they have the skills and confidence to influence advocacy, to influence social mobilization efforts, their experience is absolutely fundamental for us to have good policies and evaluate how well they work, and for this reason, I want to express a very strong hope that in the future session of this Conference of States Parties we will work hard with very relevant and competent organizations to make sure that children with disabilities are also with us, and they can be real partners in our reflections and in the recommendations that we will arise from them.
>> CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
>> Thank you on their behalf.  The fifth point I want to touch and it's not a surprise for anyone, but it's the question of speeding the process of ratification and effective implementation of the treaties we want to safeguard, the CRPD and its protocol and the Convention on the rights of the child and its three protocols and in this regard I want particularly to make a plea before all of us for the speedy ratification of the new protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure which is in fact the clear recognition that not only states are ready to reaffirm the commitment to the Rights of the Child but also to recognize children as subjects of rights who can make complaints where they are victims of violence or other violation of their fundamental rights.  I want to say that I am very committed to join hands with you, and I hope that next year we can celebrate visible progress in all of these areas.  Many thanks.
(Applause).
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Distinguished colleagues I thank Ms. Marta Santos Pais for her very interesting presentation drawing attention to the various international instruments and their protocols which provide a ray of hope while at the same time pointing to the patterns of violence across the globe against children with disabilities.  I'm sure that we will have a very thorough question and answer session coming up.  Thank you again for your presentation.  I now invite Ms. Rivas is Director of the national disability service in Chile where she leads implementation of a new institutional framework for addressing in Chile.  She has a strong commitment to public service and disability issues brings to this role experience gained from years of dedication to the subject.  In her previous positions as Director of corporation, baby Jesus Corporation, an executive foundation.  Her work focuses on improving inclusion of children with disabilities in the Chilean educational system.  Ms. Rivas has embraced a community of the rights of persons with disabilities having been unanimously elected as first vice Chair of the Committee on elimination of all forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities of the organization of the American states.  I now invite her to make her presentation.
>> XIMENA RIVAS: Thank you, sir.  Good morning to everybody in the room this morning.  And we gather to talk about something so important, that is children with disabilities.  I'm learning the Chilean sign language very slowly but now I need an interpreter if I am to continue my statement.  So dear representative of the countries who have assumed a commitment to disability ratifying the Convention of the United Nations on the rights of persons with disabilities.  So I greet the invited authorities and the representatives of Civil Society, my friends.  We are here to analyze the situation of children with disabilities, and this because we feel we have a debt to them as states and as an international community we have made major steps forward in the right direction.  We are moving towards respect for the rights of persons with disabilities to insure their freedom and autonomy but we haven't made enough progress in guaranteeing that from infancy children with disabilities really do enjoy the necessary conditions and tools to achieve the full development of their potential.  In this context, my words will be directed towards considering what we know as early care and its impact on the development of children with disabilities and I will also be looking at public policies in Latin America regarding disability and early childhood.
Regarding disability policies, we need to look at basic statistics.  In the most recent world study on disability, we have 15% figure at the world level for disabilities, but we have very different statistics in our country with the exception of countries like Brazil and Chile where figures are closer to those estimates by the World Health Organization where children are concerned, the figures are worrying regarding school attendance by children with disabilities, barely reaching 30%.  Regarding the appropriate standard setting in the region, we have a fairly broad framework for incorporating persons with disabilities.  Our institutional transition allows us to assume an approach through legislation to support persons with disabilities, however, we have made major advances in special standards with higher level of implementation so that the rights of persons with disabilities really are being enforced.
Now, we need concrete public policies to make progress and so many of the countries in our region are directing and focusing their efforts by way of basic preventive measures such as vaccination against measles, appropriate nutrition for pregnant women, but we have, unfortunately weak social services so a lot falls on the informal networks.  Another group of countries in the region has successfully dealt with many of the basic causes of disability, but they still don't have the resources fully to meet the demands of this group of persons.
However, we need public policies focusing on children with disabilities.  Therefore, we need to introduce infant care as a public policy.  In the declaration of the rights of the child in 1959 references made to the right to pre and postnatal care for all children and special rights regarding treatment, education and care of children with disabilities.  The InterAmerican Convention for the elimination of all forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities which will meet in November of this year in Chile state that's states parties should give priority to prevention of all forms of preventable disability, also early detection and intervention treatment, rehabilitation, education, vocational training, and the provision of global services to insure an optimum level of independence and quality of life of persons with disabilities, the United Nations Convention developed a concept of disability and a series of elements that modifies the form of perceiving disability, which is becoming more rights based with a biopsychosocial model, and this seeks to provide minimum conditions for coexistence development and adaptation of the environment.
We need to try and be more precise regarding concept of early care.  This is a systemized approach focusing on children with difficulties in terms of development, and this targets not only children, but also involves a family in the social context in which the child is developing and its community.  Early care is today seen as global attention provided to the family and to the child during the early years of life.
And to this end, an educational approach is adopted as well as social and health intervention through community system that seeks to have a direct or indirect effect in supporting the children and their families.  This new psycho educational model incorporates a series of factors such as information, detection, diagnosis and multidisciplinary treatment, guidance and family support, coordination of health services, educational services and support services, support and advisory services in educational centers to insure that high risk and children with disabilities are correctly included in society.
A number of studies have ascertained that the first years of life are so very important.  Infancy is a vital period since there is an evolutionary component that is important when plasticity and flexibility, when the physical and psychological structures of the child have such a huge effect on subsequent development, thus any disability that can be identified or prevented with appropriate early care policy will make it possible to effect timely intervention.  The preventive objective of early care and its impact on the future of the child mean that this is a public policy that is extremely efficient as a tool not only from the human and technical view but also from the financial point of view.  Early care can be seen as a series of legal guarantees for respect of the fundamental rights of persons with disabilities from the very early stages and this lays the foundation of development consistent with the internationally agreed principles of Human Rights, the rights of a child and the rights of persons with disabilities and thus respect for the right to life even before birth preventing abortion and infanticide by reason of disability have required a Human Rights dimension and seek to guarantee the respect for the physical and psychiatric integrity of people and providing conditions for the development are very important aspects of law and early care.
The state should seek to guarantee the compliance with certain legal minimums such as registration of newborn, so that the parentage is known and in order to insure subsequent development and family relations.  Our country has made its institutions and standards consistent with the Convention and we now have act number 2422 regarding equality of opportunity and social inclusion of persons with disabilities which is a major milestone in this regard since it incorporates into our legislation the principles and model adopted by the UN Convention, the cultural change that is inherent in this approach to disability is a process in our country that has been initiated, but it hasn't yet been fully completed.  Nonetheless, we do believe that we are moving in the right direction regarding childhood.  We feel that we can go much further.  There is specific legal recognition of the condition of greater vulnerability of children with disabilities, this in act number 2422 as mentioned.
And also recognized in special social programs which incorporate the disability variable in the coverage of the most socially vulnerable children of our society.  In our country we have established an intersectoral committee for educational needs.  It is to optimize the resources available to insure integral early care for children up to the age of six with disabilities to allow them to be incorporated into the regular school system.  The ministry of education is involved as is the national board for kindergartens, the ministry of social development, the national rehabilitation institute, the national school assistance and grants board, and other government services.
We believe that holistic intervention based on early care hasn't yet been carried to its fullest extent, but the state is committed to progressing in this direction.  By way of conclusion, some thoughts that I would like to share with you.  We can Shay that a lot remain ‑‑ say that a lot remains to be done in our region despite the major progress made and we see an interest in adapting policies and standards to meet international requirements.  We need to insure early detection, good quality medical care, the right to education on the same fortune of the children in a situation where the family society play an important role.  In Latin America financial resources are scant, and, therefore, we need plans of action that involve joint action by all sectors of society, both public and private and thus we consider it important to generate networks that bring together and optimize resources in order to insure inclusive education.  This model requires that wholistic and cross‑cutting approaches adopted covering the various stages of a person's life from responsible pregnancy to public health policies, to educational centers that don't exclude children who have special educational needs or who are subject to risk factors, this with a view to allowing them to explore their full potential, and insuring that persons with disabilities can achieve fulfillment.
In a rights based model, we believe in self-determination from the very earliest age, persons with disabilities must acquire the tools that will allow them to develop full potential believing in children with disabilities means their future can be built on the basics of legal certainties with hospital care for health and rehabilitation and offering them the possibility of accessing appropriate education.  This is the desire of our country, a dream; and a country that has no dream has no future, and a child who has no dream, who doesn't feel that his dreams can become realty, cannot have a dignified life and we must insure as states all of our young people can dream.  Thank you.
(Applause).
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Distinguished colleagues, I thank on your behalf Ms. Rivas for her presentation reminding us of our debt for children and need for effective public policy to promote and protect their rights as well as to facilitate their development so that they can fulfill their potential.  I know it is now my pleasure to invite our fourth panelist, Ms. Jenny Nilsson to make her presentation.  Ms. Jenny Nilsson is president of the World Federation of the Deaf youth section, WFDYS2011‑2015.  The WFDYS is a youth section led by death youth themselves under the World Federation of the Deaf which advocates for the Human Rights of deaf youth worlds wide.  Ms. Jenny Nilsson works as a Human Rights regional project officer at the Swedish national association of the deaf, SDR where the main task is to collect information of deaf children Human Rights situation and raise the knowledge about Human Rights among deaf children and youth, foremost about Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Swedish language act through workshops and lectures at schools and youth clubs.  Ms. Jenny Nilsson was the youth representative of the national council of the Swedish youth organization, E.U. youth representative at the E.U. presidency youth conferences 2010‑1012 and a member of the Swedish government national work group on E.U. structure dialogue for youth 2009‑2011 with focus on the overall theme youth work.  She was a delegation member in the Swedish government from 2010‑2013 and took part in a fourth meeting of Conference of state parties of the CRPD.  I now invite her to make her presentation.
>>>> JENNY NILSSON: Thank you, Chair.  Distinguished Delegates, ladies and gentlemen.  We from the World Federation of the Deaf Youth Section would like to raise the awareness, the great potentials when there is support and involving capacity of children with disabilities in making sure to insure their participation in decision making that concerns their issues for children and youth with disabilities.  We at the WFD Youth Section founded in 1995 has worked both nationally and regionally with other associations of deaf youth.  We are a Youth Section representing young children under the World Federation of the Deaf which is an interest nationality IGO representing 70 million deaf people since 1951.  The Youth Section would like to focus comments on Articles 4.3 and 7 of the CRPD.
My first question to you today is how many people here are under the age of 30 in this room today?  Would you raise your hands?  Anyone under the age of 30 in this room?  I see so few here today, a small ‑‑ maybe 10, maybe 15.
Traditionally children and young people with disabilities have not been involved in the decision making processes.  Decisions used to be made by adults based on their assumptions without asking opinions of children and youth with disabilities.  Today there is a strong movement worldwide, and advocates are highlighting their experience and perspectives.  There are also youth organizations like the youth section of WFD that bring children and young people with all disabilities together.
According to the Article 4.3 organizations representing children and youth with disabilities shall be actively involved in the decision making processes that affect their lives.  The Youth Section of the WFD, the Youth Section represents deaf youth.  We are experts concerning the various barriers that we face daily in our lives, and particularly the solutions that we have found most successful.  That is why we should be involved in the issues concerning children and young people with disabilities.  Today it was said by our Chair and others that it is often said that young people are the future.  It is true!  But we, the young people, are living today and we experience various barriers just like anyone else with a disability.  In the international disability movement the Youth Section is a unique organization.  There are only two youth associations that are actually led and run by the youth on an international level.
The Youth Section and the international federation of hard of hearing for young people.  The small number of organizations shows a general lack of support and encouragement by States Parties for youth with disabilities.  They need to be involved in the disability movement all over the world, a strong involvement by the young people at a national level is a prerequisite for establishing a strong international movement of young people with disabilities.  Our youth section feels that young people's commitment and expertise is too often overlooked and not taken seriously enough.  The Youth Section of the WFD demands that young people with disabilities be a natural and common part of the consultation given to national governments.  Then our skills and expertise could benefit the whole of society.  According to Article 7 of the CRPD States Parties shall insure that children with disabilities have the right to express their views freely on all matters affecting them, enabling them to experience being equally accepted and respected in their communities.  For deaf children and young people, education is key to the quality of their life.  States parties need and, therefore, should insure that deaf children and young people receive a quality education in their sign languages.  They have the right to be educated in there sign languages.  Education provided to deaf children and young people shall be of a high quality as it is with any children in their societies.
Education and sign language allows deaf children to develop linguistic identity so that they can belong to the Deaf culture.  Once deaf children feel they are accepted and understood by surrounding society, they are more likely to be successfully included in society on equal terms.
Today only 3% of deaf children and young people receive an education in their sign languages.  To reach the aim of increasing their involvement in the society, the educational situation needs to be drastically improved and quickly.  Without equal knowledge, skills, deaf people and young people will always be in a vulnerable position in society.  We, the WFD request that state parties accept and respect children on an equal basis.
I would hope that next year there will be more people here at the COSP with consultation directly from young people and that the consultation with the organizations representing deaf children and young people is increased in our further efforts.  So, again, when I ask next year how many people are here under the age of 30 and giving consultation to their national governments, I hope that we see a larger group.  Thank you.
(Applause).
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): I thank Ms. Jenny Nilsson for her presentation related to the World Federation of the Deaf youth section.  We saw very clearly today the importance of sign language in communication.  You have pointed to the challenges with which deaf children are facing across the globe, and various implementation of their rights including the right to education in their own sign language.  I'm sure that the message you have sent is loud and clear, and I'm sure that colleagues will have a chance to pose any questions.  Colleagues, this has brought us to the end of the panel section but before moving into the question and answer period, we have among us a very special young man that I would like to ask to make a short presentation with your concurrence.
Mr. Raviat Sing is a member of a group of students participating in the Conference on the initiative of the Commonwealth Secretariat.  He has an interesting story that I'm sure will add to our discussions and it's my great pleasure and honor to give him the floor.
>> I'm Raviat Sing and go to a school in New Delhi, India.  I'm here to speak about children in inclusive schools.  It was in September 1997 that I came into the world.  The doctors told my parents that I'm suffering from multiple ‑‑ they told my family that I will neither be able to work or sick.  I come from a working class family but my parents didn't lose hope.  When I was four years old I was operated on but to no avail.  The only option was physical therapy and it worked.  I was able to walk slowly without any support.  This was a defining moment for my parents and me, but as I grew a little older, I once again required a walker.  Soon it was time for me to join school.  I spent three years in the primary school.  As I stepped into the sixth year of my life my parents started to look for a school that would accept me with my challenges and provide me with the facilities and support that I required.  They sound St. Marys inclusive school is that believes in allowing differently abled children to reach potential.  I joined St. Marys.  On the first day of school I was worried, who would help me out of the bus?  Who would take me in in class?  But somebody was there to help me and when I reached the class I was greeted by the teacher and the children.  The teachers were there to help me without being overprotective or giving me special favors or concessions.
I admit that there were moments when I felt bad.  I don't mean to shock you, but nine years later I realize it was for the best for it has given me the courage and conviction to go through life with dignity.  Gradually I made friends.  I knew I had a problem, but I was determined not to allow it to slow down my life.  I remember going down the corridor and ‑‑ when I was in class I was able to go to a trip.  My parents were worried and wondered how I would manage without them.  Who would help me dress and undress and attend to my basic needs?  I too was scared.  My mother was asked by my class teacher to accompany the class so that she could see herself how I could manage without my parents.  That was the first and last time that she did so.  She was relieved at the way I was taken care of that after class one she was the one that insisted that I go into class and most of the time I am there with my class on out session trips.  Like the children I wanted to play on the field with other children, cook the football and play table tennis or even cocoa an Indian sport.  I think my teachers might have felt and understood my yearnings, so right from the early years in school, I was ‑‑ and I'm a member of the school chess team.  My peers have given support from classroom onwards even taking me to the toilet in the early years has never been a chore for them.  They would carry me up three flights of stairs when the elevator is not functioning.  St. Marys has taught the children to be sensitive and caring, especially to the needs of its special children.  Thanks to my school, I have learned that fears and inhibitions are in the mind.  I am sure that I can pass my school life successfully in St. Mary's, but what about my highest journeys.  Will my rights of a child with disabilities be protected at university?  If this happen, all of the studies in St. Marys will go to waste.  Think you for giving me this opportunity to share my experience with all of you.  Thank you.
(Applause).
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Thank you for this very compelling presentation which to my mind signals that you have displayed great courage, great courage despite adversity.  I forgot to mention that Raviat Sing is a student at St. Mary’s school in India he has explained the medical condition which left him physically disabled.  He joined St. Marys school at age 6 in class one.  Now 14 years old and in class nine he is confident, is a confident and independent student who has thrived in a mainstream school environment demonstrating a particular interest in chess and singing.  I'm sure your presentation, your bravery and courage will be felt by children across the globe.  Thanks again for your presentation.  Distinguished colleagues, we have now come to the question and answer period, and invite you to put your name flags up so that we can ‑‑ I see.  I give the floor to the distinguished representative of Panama.
>> PANAMA: Good morning.  Jenny Nilsson first.  Are you hearing me?  Pleasure to say hi to you, Jenny, and just to ask you something.  In Panama, people with hearing impairments, we understand that sign language is your natural language.  Therefore, however, we see that not wanting to learn spoken language means that you are not learning to read and write when you go to school and then in your adult life it's not possible to get good jobs.  And then cochlear operations are for children what's your opinion on this and I take this opportunity to ask Chile a question.  In Panama the question of early childhood is being worked on by a special advisor on early infancy headed by the first lady over 40 state institutions participate in this entity.  We have 180,000 under the age of six with disabilities and we need $127,000 in coming years to provide appropriate care.  Now, in Chile how do you organize the care provided to young children?  Thank you.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): I thank distinguished representative of Panama for his question.  What we will do is take a group and then allow the panelists to respond rather than doing it one by one.  Let's say we take the first four ‑‑ yes, okay.  I shall give the floor in this order, Kenya, then Senegal, Argentina, Jamaica, and then Egypt.  So let's go down to Egypt and can he can take ‑‑ we are going to take a set first.  Just keep putting them.  We have it down.  Let me give the floor to Kenya.  You have the floor.
>> KENYA:  Thank you so much for an informative presentation.  It's full of insights.  Most of the speakers mention the needs for us to ratify the UN Convention.  I think the need for us to get this in our own parliaments as members of the state parties.  My question to you and many of you have referred to have a good legislation in our countries.  You could easily replicate or maybe tailor it to our own circumstances so you can take forward this agenda as members of these global nations.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Thank you, Kenya.  I now give the floor to Senegal.  
>> SENEGAL:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  First of all, I would like to congratulate the panelists on the excellent quality of their contributions and support them in their willingness to fight this pejorative word, handicapped, very often it's linked to thinking that disabled children are incapable of doing things.  On the contrary, they can accomplish a lot and move forward.  I agree with Mr. Alipui when he talks about social exclusion because this is indeed the main disability that we should focus on for children.  And we talked about questions of technology and accessibility, so if the means are given to children, then, then this disability will disappear if indeed there is the relevant technology now.  Ms. Hendrietta Bogopane‑Zulu talked about strategies related to disabled persons.  I think these are very relevant things because children that are being taken care of, all of these strategies and actually the means that parents have to try to help their children, they simply may not have these means and they need to receive this assistance and it’s good to have strategies that will represent parents take care of their children including the necessary technological means to help them.  Now, Mr. Alipui referred to a fund.  Do you have any intellectual criteria and what are the service that's this fund can provide?  On the last point, I'm referring to the presentation made by Ms. Marta Santos Pais, we made a proposal to the Conference, a recommendation to have a mechanism, remedies for disabled children, and to insure that there are experts available who know about the situation of disabled children.  Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Thank you.  Distinguished colleagues, we have a long list.  May I appeal to you all, keep questions as brief as possible so we can make sure that you get responses from all of the panelists.
  I give the floor to Argentina, Jamaica and Egypt.  We will pause after Egypt and take another set.  Let me give the floor to Argentina, then Jamaica, then Egypt and we will allow a first set of responses to the questions.  Argentina?
>> ARGENTINA: Good morning, sir.  May I congratulate you and the Bureau and express thanks for the statements on this very important topic for this Fifth Conference.  My question is that it seems to me necessary based on the various things we have heard this morning that we need to be able to define and clearly conceptualize what we are calling inclusive education.  From the statements this morning, the possibility of continuing with segregated education which has previously existed though we are now in a period of transition, so moving from segregated education to mainstream inclusive education seems to me something that the committee is focusing on and needs to be clearly defined, however, and then all countries will be able to agree on this concept of inclusive education in a clear manner.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Jamaica and Egypt and then we pause for first set of responses.
>> JAMAICA: Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I agree with South Africa that children need a voice at the discussion table, but many times some parents because of their own fears and inhibitions prevent their child from achieving full potential even when encouraged.  It would, therefore, be an excellent idea to host parent or family seminars that are geared to strengthen their understanding of their child's disability and their potential to which can give them the confidence needed to guide their children to maximize their potential.  In addition I strongly agree that there could be sessions for children or with children in the future conferences of States Parties and I further encourage that those children and youth be advisors at the highest levels in their country.  This would build chair, this could build confidence of our children who would become self-advocates and firm leaders in their country because the truth is in a few years most of us will not be occupying these seats.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Thank you.  One more from Egypt, and then we will allow the panelists to respond.  Egypt?
>> EGYPT: In the name of God, the most gracious, most merciful, I would like to extend thanks to organizers and panelists, many thanks.  I would like to shed light on the role of the ministry for social affairs in Egypt with regards to children.  We attach great importance to the international Convention in question and we have exerted many efforts including services for disabled children in addition to several entitlements and pensions.  At the outset it used to include only mentally disabled children, but now it includes every family with a disabled child regardless of the type of disability, and this has been reflected positively in meeting the needs of the disabled child and his family.
We provide services as well on to deal with disabled children by means of specialized institutions and training the staff that deals with children with disabilities, and we provide them with intensive training courses among the services we provide as well, we have established a number of institutions that deal with children with disabilities and we provide them with the financial and technical and administrative support such institutions have reached an approximate number of 800.
This number may still be insufficient and there is still a huge challenge that we are facing with regards to children with disabilities.  We have also increased the wages ‑‑
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): I'm sorry to interrupt the distinguished representative of Egypt but could you make a specific question because the panelists have to respond and I have a whole long list of ‑‑ so if you have specific issues to raise, could you just mention so that we can finish?  Thank you.
>> EGYPT: Very well, sir.  I have a question to UNICEF about the cooperation with the ministry of social affairs, how to raise awareness of parents and staff dealing with children with disabilities and how to develop a strategies in cooperation with UNICEF in this respect and if you could shed light on how to deal with children with disabilities because rehabilitation can never be complete if it were not for comprehensive training and awareness, awareness raising in all aspects of life.  I give the floor to Mr. ‑‑ to speak about the national council for motherhood and ‑‑
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): We have to revert to the panelists now so we can't afford any further interventions from the floor at this stage.  If after the next round you are free to put your flag up again, but I must give time to the panelists to respond and I will ask them to be comprehensive and brief, although that may sound like a contradiction in terms because we are running ‑‑ I seek your indulgence and your cooperation and I will now give the floor to the panelists to respond in whatever order you choose to go.  I will leave you to decide who goes first.
>> JENNY NILSSON: Thank you, Chair.  I'm very glad to see important questions that are being asked today.  I want to address the question from Panama.  The Conference of States Parties is about Human Rights for people, for children, for young people.  This is about Human Rights.  Education and access to education is a part of Human Rights.  The use of the existence of bilingual education is a human right.  What does that mean?  It means that we are educated in our sign language and in the written language of our country.  So it is bilingual.  It is an approach that's bilingual.
It enables us the ability to operate in both languages, our sign language and the written languages of our countries in all sorts of situations in which allows deaf people to have opportunities in education, employment.  That bilingual approach allows us to write in the language of our country with people that we encounter and in situations we find ourselves.  So sign languages, any education that bands sign language is absolutely a violation of Human Rights.
The sign language, the acquiring of sign language, the use of sign language gives the strong foundation needed to be successful in an education educational setting.  Jamaica, I very much appreciate your comments about making sure that young people are involved in the decision making in their lives.  Particularly in the COSP and in the high level meeting.  I'm not sure which country made the comment about making sure that there is inclusive education.  I think that inclusive education is a very important topic but it shouldn't only be one option.  There needs to be those options that make it most successful to the person with the disability.
And I know that there is a side event later today that I will be going to, and I encourage others too because it's such an important topic, inclusion of an education.  And the side event that I'm speaking of is supported ‑‑ is sponsored by the WHO.  Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Thank you.
>> MARTA SANTOS PAIS: Thank you so much.  And thank you so much to Jenny because she is so inspiring in what she is telling us today.  I want to focus on the question raised by our colleague from the delegation of Senegal because I think it's a very important point he has again stressed the importance for all countries to have safe, available and well-resourced mechanisms for children with disabilities who are victims of violence to be able to tell their story, to be listened to, to be supported, and for the investigations to take place so that it doesn't happen again, and the child benefits from the right recovery and reintegration and looks ahead in his or her life with full hope.  And I think we have learned a number of lessons in this regard, and I wanted to touch upon some issues that in countries where it has been done, has been successful.  The first one, of course, that the mechanisms need to be there.  They need to be established.  In the majority of countries, there are no mechanisms for children to report situations of violence.  Children in general, even less for children with disabilities.  It's very important that we have information disseminated in the country included in sign languages for all children with disabilities to be aware, to learn about these mechanisms, and to understand that they can call, they can go, they can seek support of someone who is prepared to give a hand.  And, of course, raising these issues in the school is important, putting advertisement on the streets is important, using the radio or television or other media to disseminate information is very important, but then we need to train the staff in those institutions to be ready to listen and to understand what children are saying, not to dismiss the stories, not to pretend that there is too much confusion in what is being conveyed, that there is no basis for an investigation because in the majority of cases of violence against children with disabilities this is what we see happening.
So staff needs to be trained and they also need to be reassured that if they know that someone in their own institution is abusing a child, neglecting a child, using a form of violence against a child, that they can tell the story of their colleague in confidentiality and they are not going to lose their jobs.  And the final point I think is important is that children with disabilities may join us in evaluating how these mechanisms work.  Sometimes we feel we have the perfect institution.  It has the sign language.  It has the staff, it has the resources, but the young people understand that something that was very obvious for them we just missed it.  And so seeing what makes it happen perfectly is very important and, again, only joining hands with them we can progress in this regard.  That's also why, also for this matter, the participation of young people with disabilities is so fundamental for the success of our initiatives.  Thank you.
>> HENDRIETTA BOGOPANE-ZULU: Thank you very much, just to add to what Jenny said, I think sign language is a language, and it has equal status as any language.  So there is no spoken or written, it's a language and every language has the written and spoken version.  We don't write English the way we speak with Botswana is my first language, so that is important.  And the question for all member states should be to what extent are we willing to go to establish even sign language medium schools, the same way you have got English medium schools or Spanish or whatever, so that parents who have got hearing children but are deaf can have a space to send chair children, and that those children can have the mother tongue.  So if Jenny has children tomorrow, Jenny should be able that her child must have access to the mother tongue as sign language as the first language and that's where we need to depart.  From the distinguished delegate from Kenya the issue that is important is legislation starts with what is it you want to legislate.  There is a body of legislation from different countries where they legislate different things and we very happy to engage at different level because it would be wrong for me to say as a parliamentarian for the past ‑‑ yes, 18 years, we have passed a lot of legislation on different things, but the fund amount will aspect which is in line with the spirit of the Convention is the fact that we need to begin to include people with disabilities in existing legislation so that we don't move to creating a little separate corner that will never get funded and never be implemented by our own government, that we actually look at the existing legislations and begin to include disability in those legislations.
The colleague in terms of inclusive education, I think the word inclusive education is scary and I would encourage people to attend the session, but inclusive education is very basic.  No additional money half the time is required because why would you take a child in a wheelchair to a special school?  What is it that they need?  They just need a ramp and accessible toilet.  They can hear, see, and they can participate.  So there is nothing additional cost.  We would have additional cost for a blind child because they will need Braille or a deaf child because of language, but today we have put all children in special schools and that in itself is unsustainable for countries and it actually leads to unnecessary overcrowding.  The support to parents -- I know the Chair is looking at me -- that is non‑negotiable.  It doesn't matter what legislation we can put in place of member states.  It doesn't matter what disabled people's organizations can shout, scream.  If we don't begin to understand the fact that children with disabilities are born in families.  They are born by excited parents and then who get disappointed because there is something wrong with their child that we need to the back bone of the success of disability, of children with disabilities rights begins in the family.  So you can have the beautiful legislation, if I don't want my child to humiliate my family, to cause shame I'm going to lock it up, and that is where we need to start, support and strengthening of families to celebrate the birth of a disabled child as they would celebrate any other child, and that's through removing the barriers that currently exist whether legislation, attitude or community, whichever barrier that's exist, and that is where we would go to creating and enabling environment for children with disabilities to enjoy whatever it is that we want to put in place as member states and I think that we have summed up a lot of the questions.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Distinguished colleagues before the other presenters respond, I have at least seven delegations wishing to speak so you may make brief or general responses now and in a second round because I want to get through the list.  So go ahead.
>> In response to what we heard from Panama, lack of resources very important in our work with early childhood so what we are doing at the present time is through the network established, we are incorporating existing programs, and launching pilot projects where we are investing resources, showing how intersectoral work should be approached for early childhood now, we have conclusions for the pilot project and now we are requesting budgetary funding for these endeavors.  But we do need additional funding, and this could be achieved through alliances with the private sector.  There is a private university in Chile that developed a software free of charge and it's available, and it teaches preschool children sign language.  And reading.  It's very interesting method that what we are doing is working with this as a pilot project in mainstream kindergartens so that deaf children learn sign language and they learn to read and the non‑deaf children learn sign language and reading simultaneously.
And that's through public private cooperations, just an example, so I think we are on the right track.  Thank you.
>> Thank you very much, I am here for the senior advisor for disabilities on UNICEF.  He had to join the board meeting of UNICEF so I would like to thank the questions from Senegal, first of all, about the multi interest fund as Nick was mentioning a part of the UN Partnership on Persons with Disabilities and this is a mechanism that was put in place to facilitate and increase the cooperation among UN agencies and around the world.  So countries so submit proposals, this has to be true, the country theme, the UN country theme, the proposals are being submitted by the UN country team.  The organizations now, agencies that I am involved, WHO, ILO, UN/DESA, OHCHR and 


UNICEF:  We are planning to expand hopefully soon the number of UN agencies, but all proposals should be submitted through the UN country team in local level.  We can send more information further.  The second question was from Egypt, and it was about cooperation between UNICEF country office and the Minister of Social Affairs.  For sure we can convene this message and we hope the government also demands the country office to support the efforts.  I just wanted to highlight that we are seeing disability as a cross‑cutting issue in UNICEF, working with social affairs and with social protection is extremely important as important as working with children with disabilities in health, in nutrition, in H.I.V. matters to child transmission and all of the other issues we deal with.  So disability, again, is a cross‑cutting issue, and we are ready to respond to demands from the government and we are very glad to be able to work with them on the inclusion of children with disabilities and public policy.
Thank you very much for the question.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Distinguished colleagues I will ask you for your absolute cooperation with the Chair.  I have a list which goes like this, republic of Korea, Guatemala, Sweden, Niger, Nigeria, Peru, Sudan and Civil Society and United Kingdom Disabled People Committee.  I'm going to plead with you, and then I'm, I will have to be rude, please make your questions very brief and to the point because we have to allow the panel, it's now quarter to 1:00 and I'm asking you for your utmost cooperation.  The Chair will love you forever if you cooperate with me on this.  So quickly, Republic of Korea.  Very brief.
>> KOREA: Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I want to just make some comments about a few issues raised by panelists.  First of all, I would like to thank you to panelists, especially the Deputy Minister Hendrietta Bogopane‑Zulu comments.  We recognize the need to hear the voice of family over the children with disabilities.  The Korean government insure the participation of children with disabilities and their families to strengthen capacity building of children with disabilities in all matters concerning them.
The representative organization for the children with disabilities and their families proactively participate in the process of legislation for children with disabilities.  As a result ‑‑
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): My dear colleague, with due respect, my dear colleague from the Republic of Korea.  You have to ask a question or pose something to the panelists.  We can't have time for general comments now.  I'm very sorry.  So if you have a specific question, could you ask, because the more you speak, somebody else will not be able to speak.  I really appeal to you.  I give you back the floor to pose a specific question or issue of interest to the panelists.
>> KOREA: Thank you.  I just one statement.  As a result in 2011 the welfare assistance act for children with a disability was enacted because of that organization activities.  So I would like to suggest we have to strengthen the support for organization activity.  Thank you.
>>CHAIR JAMAICA: Thank you very much for your cooperation.  Guatemala.
>> GUATEMALA:   Thank you, Mr. Chairman, distinguished members of the Bureau.  In Latin America we have a number of Mayan groups, we have 22 Mayan languages in the country, Inca and Aztec, for instance, and I would like to ask about translation in UNICEF of the Human Rights language into various languages of my region because we are translating into four languages, but what more could be done to pursue such efforts?  Thank you. 
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Sweden?
>> SWEDEN:  Thank you for Chairing this session.  It's challenging and many thanks to the panel.  I have three points I would like to make.  The first one is everybody here has so far spoken on the need and the right for children to speak for themself and also express their opinions and their experiences, however, I would like to ask the panelists if you would have any idea, if you would like to transfer this commitment into a more structural situation in a country.  In Sweden we have done a hard job to insure that children in different situations have an opportunity to speak for themselves as decision making and monitoring.  We have commissioned our associations to develop systems to insure there are methods in place to do this, especially for children with communication possibilities.  But still I would like to know if their experience in actually doing this on a broad scale.
Secondly, I would like to ask if the UNICEF, it's very interesting to hear about your important work, and we are now looking forward to a high level meeting coming up on disability and development next year.  And to insure that the future agenda for sustainability and development really becomes inclusive, the perspective of children with disabilities, perspective of children with disabilities is a key thing, and I was thinking in your preparation for this process what are you doing, I would be interested.  And thirdly, I would like to thank Madame Sanchez for her presentation.  All violence has to be prohibited for children and children with disabilities specifically.  I would like to say you make very important work and I think it's very ‑‑ it's great to hear that you have introduced children with disabilities into your mandate, and I would just express that this is something we really hope will develop further and will be supported by many state parties.  So thank you.  Niger.
>> NIGER:  Thank you very much, Chairman.  My statement, in my statement I would like to ask a question of UNICEF.  In my country we have a fundamental law that insures the equality or the possibilities offered to people with disabilities in terms of their choices.  Now, we have special schools for deaf children, but we do not have special schools with mental deficiencies and I would like to call upon UNICEF in their country programs to see how we can prepare programs to insure that we include children with these types of disabilities because they require special education and very often the state and families face significant difficulties in light of the situation.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Thank you.  I'm sure there will be due note of that.  Nigeria.
>>>> NIGERIA:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   Thank you, panelists.  My question is to Ms. Jenny Nilsson, that was a very wonderful contribution.  I want to find out the issue of captioning versus sign language interpretation, particularly television network news casting.  Yes, captioning, people talk a lot about captioning, but I seem to think that sign language, sign language interpreter is probably in a better position to actually disseminate or give a better sense of the information being casted, and secondly, I want to find out, yes, we are celebrating children with disabilities.  I wonder if we can also celebrate parents of children with disabilities who have done a lot of work to bring their children up.  If we look at the Indian fellow who talked to us.  His parents give him all of the love.  I'm wondering if the panelists will support a Conference for parents of children with disabilities.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Colleagues, we are rapidly running out of time.  May I ask you to be as brief as possible?  Peru and then Sudan.
>> PERU: Mr. Chairman.  I would like to ask from all of the statements we have heard today, we were struck by the emphasis on inclusive social policies, however, in Peru, we feel that social policy is a dream if they aren't bolstered or backed by budgets.  We have multi‑sectoral approaches to budgets needs for integration of persons with disabilities, and we are focusing on a gender based approach for adolescent young people with disabilities from 2013 onwards, also the importance of accessibility in terms of rights.  We have recently adopted three budgetary lines.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): I know the information you are imparting is very important.  We are running out of time.  If you have a specific question, please pose it because we are running out of time quite frankly.  So if there is a specific question, please pose it to the panelists.  We are really running out of time, and I crave your indulgence, please.
>> PERU: Sir, my question in Peru, we have given an emphasis as Chile said also the question of early care, and inclusive education.  And we have discussed this here in the Conference.  So we have a focus group with young people with disabilities, so that these programs include these young people in consultations.  So my question --
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Representative from Peru.  We have five minutes left and there are a number of other people who have questions.  The panelists will have to wrap up and that's going to take them ‑‑ it's five minutes to 1:00.  I crave your indulgence if you could cut short your statement and pose an issue because I will have to move on.  It's 5 minutes to 1:00.  Please.
>> PERU: Yes, sir, my question, what systems exist to insure budgets so in the countries we have heard from, so how can you insure budgets for the social policies we have heard about and we hope that Peru, we are grateful for the opportunity to speak.  We have been waiting for two days.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Sudan, very briefly, thank you.  
>> SUDAN:  Thank you.  Good afternoon.  I would like to ask UNICEF establish clear national programs and I'd like to ask UNICEF to create a model for a structure that will allow for the realization of the rights of children with disabilities.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Thank you very much, Sudan.  We now come to Civil Society followed by United Kingdom Disabled People Committee and you have less than 40 seconds each.  Please, very quickly.
SUDAN: United Kingdom disabled people council.  Three quick questions, does the panel agree that when we made the Convention, the idea was that children should be throughout it, not just Article 7?  And I would like all state parties to take away this point and what is the panel's view that we should be looking at children and young people across all of the Articles of the Convention when talking implementation?  First point.  Second point we found in the U.K. Disabled Peoples Council that empowerment of disabled children is vital and that that has to be done by disabled adults who understand the social oppression of disability.  It can't be done by other people.  Yes, we must have a clear voice for young disabled people, but a voice that is drawing on the learning of the generations of disabled people who have had to fight for human rights.  Do the panel agree?  And third, inclusive education there has been a lot of talk, we clearly need a twin track approach which is the general inclusive approach and then specifics which are outlined in Article 24, and to help with this, UNICEF is currently carrying out a project which I'm involved in which is trying to get down to the detail of how we are actually prepare teachers around the world to teach in mainstream classes disabled children and I would welcome anybody here to see me during the lunch break to help with that project getting the questionnaire out to educationists throughout the world.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Thank you.  We now revert to panelists and I will also have to ask them to be brief because we are right up near to the lunch time break.  But perhaps you can, we can manage to do a very quick responses.  We start the same way we did last time.
>> JENNY NILSSON: I will try to respond as quickly as possible.  To the question about captioning or sign language interpreting services, the response is actually both of them are valuable.  People who are hard of hearing might prefer the captioning service more than the sign language interpreters, and those who use sign language interpreters would prefer that access through only sign language.  Those disabled children with mental disabilities should be in schools that have the proper services and you need to ask youth with those disabilities what they think, whether to be in separate inclusion educational environments.  And what exact services they need.  And thank you very much for allowing me to be on the panel and having this opportunity to speak with you.  I hope we continue our dialogue with people who are young and children.  Thank you.
>> MARTA SANTOS PAIS: Thank you, Mr. Chair for keeping the pressure on us.  I will address one question, which is the very difficult question but very important aspect of insuring the participation, the involvement of young people in all of the discussions in all of the processes and as we heard in the last intervention also consider them present and relevant in our Articles of CRPD as they are in the Convention of the rights of the child and just to say that as illustrated by the intervention by Peru, there are national and as Jenny as eloquently represented there are organizations who are engaging with and promoting the voices and the contributions and taking advantage of the experience and perspectives of young people.  We should not try to create something parallel, sophisticated, but base ourselves on those who are already doing that work and if we anticipate what next year's discussion can be, we have enough time to give it the necessary attention to have not a tokenistic participation of young people, but general reflection about what they see as changes needs, what they can celebrate for us but what is the pressure they want to bring on us to go quicker in our endeavors.  Thank you.
>> HENDRIETTA BOGOPANE-ZULU: The question from Sweden on child participation, I think you can do it at different level depending on what the consultations that you need to do.  We have used different methods, if it's about legislation, that's going to regulate children.  We host children's parliament.  If it's about health‑related issues, we bring children into small working groups, so I think it's information that we are willing to share.  On the issue of the U.K., I think adults with disabilities play an important role in not only shaping life the disabled child but becoming the role model of the parents and society that are able to dream for children with disabilities.  And, yes, the Convention I know because I was there when it's actually all Articles are applicable and also the Convention on the rights of the child, that was the decision when Article 7 was written that we should not actually prescribe and put everything because the CRC is already regulating aspect.  So when we talk about children with disabilities, we must always deal with the two conventions together.  And that is important for state parties to actually understand that.  The last point I need to deal with is also on the issue of budgeting.  I think it's important that we ‑‑ a lot of our countries are par limb parliaments that allocate budgets.  So it's important that you have the right political will, but also that you include disability in existing programs so that you don't find yourself having to request parliament for a small little amount that has to do with disability only, but that allocated budget is further subdivided across disabled people.  And I wish to thank you, Chair, and the Distinguished Delegates for the opportunity granted as to participate in this distinguished panel.  Thank you so much.
>> XIMENA RIVAS: I would like to respond to the question regarding the importance of working more with parents of children with disabilities, and as a mother of a little girl with a disability I would say that it's very appropriate and recommendable to bear in mind that we are very protective towards our children and we are reluctant to let them out into a world that is sometimes very unfair to them.  So I think it's very necessary to work with parents as suggested and thank you also for the opportunity of being here.  Thank you.
>> I would like to thank the questions for UNICEF.  I don't know if I willable able to address all of them right now.  UNICEF is very decentralized and I suggest that country level, Guatemala about the translation question and Indonesia about the question of children with intellectual disabilities, we can talk about this later, but I encourage you to contact UNICEF locally.  I wanted to talk about the question from Sweden about how UNICEF is positioning ourselves in terms of influencing the next development agenda, and tomorrow we are having a session from 3:00 to 5:00 at UNICEF house that we invited everybody.  It's about children with disabilities in the post 2015 agenda.  It's the beginning of our global partnership on children with disabilities exactly to influence not only the high level meeting but also the post 2015 agenda.  We hope to see you there.  Briefly, we are launching during this Conference a policy paper on inclusive education, another one on ECD and disabilities together with WHO, another one with on synergies between the CRC, CRPD, that we encourage you to take a look because maybe many of the questions that are being raised can be also addressed by these publications and we will be glad to give you further information.  Thank you very much for the opportunity of being on the panel.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Thank you very much.  Distinguished colleagues, I'm sure you would want to give a warm applause to all of our panelists for their presentations as well as for their comprehensive responses.  
(Applause).
  I thank you for your cooperation throughout this meeting, and really I am appreciative.  It shows the level of interest on this very important issue.  Distinguished colleagues, before concluding the meeting, I wish to advise you that we have received a request for the exercise of the right to reply.  On the rule 26 of the provisional rules of the Conference and rule 73 of Rules of Procedures for the General Assembly and its annex.  I give the floor to Israel to exercise the right of reply.  You have the right to reply.
>> ISRAEL:  I'm sorry I have to take the floor in reaction to the ‑‑ I find it incredible that a Syrian delegate believes she has right to sit in this chamber and attack others.  The words are both physical and psychological people with disabilities who find themselves on the wrong side of Assad's access to treatment.  I could go on but I do not wish to split size this forum.  Saying the magic world Israel will no longer high the crime of her brutal regime.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
>> CHAIR (Jamaica): Thank you.  
The meeting stands adjourned.  (1:05)
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>> ADAM KOSA: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.  May I have your attention?  We will start this session of the afternoon.  Thank you for your attention.  Excellencies, first, I would like to express my gratitude for the invitation and the opportunity to express my thoughts as Co‑Chair of this informal session about the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities with special regard to Article 6 on the issue of women with disabilities.  
Women with disabilities experience multiple discrimination based both on gender and their disability and, therefore, often must confront additional disadvantages in comparison to men with disabilities.  Women with disabilities often lack access to essential services necessary for the full enjoyment of their Human Rights and for their fundamental freedoms.  In terms of healthcare they have to contend with inaccessible hospitals and inadequate training among health professionals.  
Women with disabilities also have limited access to education and consequently demonstrate lower educational attainment and have fewer employment opportunities than the general population.  Women with disabilities are also more prone to violence, experiencing violence including gender‑based violence, sexual abuse, maltreatment and exploitation and these are only a few examples of what women with disabilities have to face day by day.

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the CRPD, sets out a twin track approach in order to promote gender equality and the empowerment of women with disabilities, both calling for equality between men and women, Article 3G, and secondly, stipulating that States Parties shall take measures to ensure the full and equal enjoyment by women with disabilities of all their Human Rights and fundamental freedoms, which is Article 6.  Since the adoption of the Convention, the UN General Assembly has adopted a series of resolutions calling for the mainstreaming of disability in development and if you will allow me to speak a little bit about my own country, Hungary, the rights of people with disabilities and ensuring their equality has been regulated in Hungary since 1998.

The regulation contains a number of guarantees to protect persons with disabilities and determines those special rights that are needed in order to warrant social integration as well as independent living.  The Hungarian parliament has adopted a new fundamental law last year.  We call it the new fundamental law which stipulates in Article 15 the following: "Hungary shall insure fundamental rights to every person without any discrimination on the grounds of race, color, sex, disability, language, religion, political or other views, national or social origin, financial birth or any circumstances whatsoever.  
Women and men shall have equal rights.  I'm happy to introduce you to this panel.  We have five men and two women on the ‑‑ five women and two men on this informal session focusing on women with disabilities.  Thank you for your attention and now I would like to introduce the first panelist of our round table discussion Ms. Yassine Fall.  Ms. Fall is Chief of the Economic Empowerment Section at UN Women.  
She has close to 30 years’ experience in development research and policy advising governments on economic policy issues.  Before joining the UN, she led the oldest network of African women in academia, which was among the leading voices that influenced the content of the Beijing Platform for Action, and now I will give you the floor, Ms. Fall.  Thank you.

YASSINE FALL:  Thank you very much.  It is an honor and privilege to join on behalf of women and behalf of the Executive Director this panel of women and men with disabilities being held in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  Thank you for the opportunity you have given me to share with you work on matters related to women with disabilities and how all of us enhance our impact on this field.  
It is a known fact that women and girls with disabilities face discrimination like said by the Chair on the ground of the disability and on the ground of their sex.  And such discrimination is exacerbated by other factors such as age, ethnicity, economic status, conflict and multiple disabilities to mention some.  In sectors such as education and work, for example, women and girls with disability do not only general fail, they fail worse than that of their male counterparts, but also more than other women.  While discrimination and violence against women may cause disability, women and girls with disabilities are more likely to experience some forms of violence than other women and girls.  
We also know that when women and girls with disabilities have the opportunity as others they can lead independent and productive lives including as leaders in various sectors of life.  Reflecting this, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities includes depend he equality as one of I ‑‑ gender equality and has Article 6 on women with disabilities while also mainstreams gender in other provisions.  In the same way the rights of women and girls with disabilities as well as gender, the gender perspective of disability must be addressed and mainstreamed in all of work and by targeted interventions.

When we work to achieve gender equality in the empowerment of women, we must do so for all women and girls.  When we work to achieve the full enjoyment of all rights of persons with disabilities we must insure that women and girls with disabilities have equal opportunities.  This imperative has been recognized by many of the international norms and standards including in the fields of development in Human Rights those specific to women as well as other issues.

Translating this commitment into reality has not always been easy, but the responsibility of achieving this falls on all of us together.  Work can be highlighted as follows.  Commitment to full and equal participation of women and girls with disabilities is guided among others by the Beijing platform for action as well as the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of discrimination against humans and CRPD as well as the millennium declaration.  This commitment manifests itself in the work that we do every day.

To support the participation and leadership of women with disabilities we have undertaken several actions and I would like to just name a few.  Last July ‑‑ sponsored the participation of a young woman with disability in Sudan in the 2012 international Conference.  Through the fund for gender equality ‑‑ a grant of $256,000 to start a hope society, an organization for women with disabilities.  This program voice counts being implemented in Jordan, Yemen and territories has as its main objective the promotion of rights and girls with disabilities as with the CRPD is increases capacity of knowledge and makes sure support is allocated to these priorities through local and national level policies. ‑‑ seeks to support 800 women with disabilities to work in the national advocacy campaign.  The strategies proposed include advocacy, media campaigns, fostering partnership coalition, network strengthening, regional coordination among women with disabilities.  They Royce will and girls with disabilities enduring violence.  In this environment we have supported initiative including commissioner of human lights for thematic and analytical study on the issue of violence against human and girls with disability.  In Albania they supported organization of women with disabilities to insure that the concern and recommendations are reflected in the national strategy on gender equality reduction of gender‑based violence and domestic violence covering 2011‑2015 year span.  This resulted in the inclusion of provision for women and girls with disability in the final of the strategy and action plan.  Another area where we are also pushing is in the United Nations trust fund to end violence against women which is administered by UN Women but is a UN trust fund.  It gives special consideration to programs especially to marginalized population including the internal displaced refugee human trafficking of women with disabilities.  International Planned Parenthood federation is working on advocating sexual and reproductive rights as mechanism to respond to violence against human.  
The program includes preventive measures such as awareness training targeting women E women with disabilities and girl.  As a result of this training, women living with disability access to services have really been increased.  We are aware that more needs to be done to ensure that girls and women with disabilities are active participants and beneficiaries of other area of work.  I would like to just mention how the UN system and the state and other stakeholders could enhance the impact in this field of work.

With the motto "Nothing About Us Without Us,” UN Women including women and girls with disability their empowerment in leadership and participation, we must really support that and translate it to reality.  Some of the actions that are needed are is that we first of all need to ensure human relationship and participation including girls and women with disabilities to strengthen their voice and their contribution.  You have seen examples that when given the opportunity, women with disabilities lead and bring about change to their lives.  They will do so.  They also impact their families and their communities.

More space needs to be open.  Capacity building needs to be enhanced for women with disabilities and girls in this area.  Across other sectors you can highlight that it is important that those working on gender equality along with women's organizations.  All too often women with disabilities working to empower other women for gender equality see doors closed in front of them because those working on gender equality do not take their work seriously.  And for those working with disabilities also it is important that they include issues of gender in their work.  In fact, it is both women's issue and also a disability issue, but it is also a Human Rights and development issue, and everyone in society definitely gains.

In the context of the UN, for example, the network against gender equality on the empowerment of women can share experience about what has been done to empower women with disabilities.  The same was done to support groups like the CRPD, et cetera it could identify opportunities for gender equality in the context of disability.  In the Commission on the Status of Women could also consider inviting a member of the CRPD committee to be in the committee as one of its members including girls and women with disabilities as an emerging issue within the CSW.  Various ‑‑ increase study is true for all.  It's true for women, it's especially true for women with disabilities.  
We are all too familiar with cases where a girl or women with disabilities is unable to access services because facilities and information are not accessible.  Often these areas are built into these belief and mind set.  Disability on gender is extremely critical for us to take into act in the work we do and mainstreaming in our planning, implementation and evaluation.  Adequate funding must be reviewed and funding resources are critical for any realization of commitments.  So budgets do not need only to be responsive, they have to take into account the disability dimension and be more responsive to all levels including in the context of international and bilateral cooperation.  
I would like to end by saying that women in all of their diversity including girls and women with disabilities enjoy their rights and fundamental freedom on equal rights on the basis of their freedom and rights and also executive equal rights.  Development in peace and security for all is critical and it is essential to include women with disabilities.  Until the CRPD are fully implemented, it will help us realize this dream, this agenda and this very need to be happening.  Thank you very much.

(Applause).

>> ADAM KOSA: Thank you for your statement.  Now, allow me to introduce our second panelist, Ms. Kachaje.  She is Deputy Chairman of Disabled International, DPI, and in addition she is chairperson of the disabled women in Africa DWIA for her outstanding contributions, she was awarded the Malawi Human Rights condition championing people with disabilities.  The floor is yours Madame.

>> RACHEL KACHAJE:  Thank you, Chair, thank you for giving me the opportunity to share experiences and talk about gender equality and empowering women with disabilities.  As the introduction has just been said I'm the deputy Chair responsible for development for Disabled Peoples International and I'm also the Chair of disabled women in Africa.  Issues of women are in my heart.  
That is why we are championing issues of women with disabilities in Africa.  In this paper that I will be presenting now, I'm trying to attempt primarily to highlight issues that led to how the CRPD and other instruments can be used to advance rights of women with disabilities by promoting gender equality and empowerment of women with disabilities.  
I will be also sharing what good practices that can be implemented for the inclusion of women with disabilities and regards to what disabled women in Africa is doing with the support with some other donors.  To start with let me say that women with disabilities are faced with discrimination in all countries of the world.  This includes areas of discrimination in the enforcement of law, equal opportunities in education and employment, collusion of women with disabilities in political representation.
For example, the denial in the political representation, I will give an example in my own country where a woman with a disability wanted to take part in the political participation.  She wanted to stand as a member of parliament some years back, but during the campaign they used her disability to decampaign her to say since she is a woman with a disability, she cannot bring any development in her area or the constituency where she wanted to stand.

These are some of the challenges as women with disabilities face.  To say if you want to advance your political career, they use their disability as their tool to decampaign you.  Using the Convention on the Elimination of discrimination of women with disabilities and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities together enabled a more comprehensive Human Rights based approach that takes into account specific ‑‑ based on age, gender and disability that results in violence and discrimination against them.  The two treaties bring cooperative strengths to the overall position of women's rights and campaigning the mandates of the two treaties supported by the overall framework of the Human Rights.  A powerful framework immerges for women with disabilities within the private and public spheres.  I want to highlight three general recommendations which are found in the CEDAW.  The first is general recommendation number 18 which recommends that States Parties to the CEDAW should take measures to address rights of women with disabilities to education, empowerment, health, social services and also to ensure their full participation of women with disabilities in all areas of political, social and casual life.

The other recommendation is recommendation number 19 which also talks about violence against women, gender based violence is a form of discrimination, and that seriously inhibits women's ability to enjoy rights, freedoms on the basis of equality with men.  The other recommendation that I want to highlight also is recommendation number 24 which analyzes the right to ‑‑ in context of women with disabilities and also acknowledges that casual or traditional practices carry a high risk of causing discrimination.  In CEDAW in Article 5 it strikes down traditional and casual practices that affect women with disabilities.  This has particular significance in relation to the rights of women with disabilities as traditional practices or even may authorize practices such as puberty testing and all of those beliefs that we women are of which are often birth cause and consequence of mental, psychosocial and physical disabilities.  What is also unique about CEDAW is that in several Articles it also covers women's civil and political rights as well as economic, social and casual rights and sees these rights as indivisible, hence the call for affirmative action, policies or temporary measures in the CEDAW, especially Article 4 which allows for preference shall access to girls and women in education and work programs and has a positive impact on women with disabilities.  Article 5 of the CRPD builds on this notion and obliges governments to provide specific measures which are necessary to accelerate or achieve equality of persons.  The most effective strategies and strategies for supporting agenda requirement are empowerment and gender mainstreaming.  Another important area of focus has been capacity building for institutions in order to incorporate gender equality perspective in their work.  Now, I would want to ask a question to say what is gender equality.  Gender equality in my own view is a fundamental condition for the full enjoyment of Human Rights by women and men and promoting gender equality world is one of UNESCOs priorities.  And then you find that the national instruments which promote and defend women's rights but gender inequalities are persistent in a number of areas, violence, women's exclusion from decision making in political and economic life.  These are just examples of issues which must be resolved if gender equality is to be achieved and overcoming ‑‑ profound transformation in social structures and relations between men and women how about the issue of empowerment?  If you are talk about empowerment of women with disabilities the question arises to say what is empowerment?  And in my own understanding of empowerment, I feel it is the improved level of participation, self-representation and the ability to exercise power using the adage of the wearer of the shoe, the wearer of the shoe knows best where it pinches most.

And I think women with disabilities know their problems best and, therefore, should be given opportunities to participate in the identification, formulation and implementation of policies, strategies and approaches to address their issues.

Let me just share a few best examples or best practices of gender and empowerment.  As a DPI, we have a gender policy where we have seen that for many years in the DPI women were not highlighted.  They were not visible.  So we come up with a gender policy to make sure that women's issues are taken on board.  That is why you will find that I am the deputy Chair for Disabled Peoples International, and I'm responsible for making sure that women with disabilities all over the world are visible at all levels.

And also, with the DPI, we have also created a women's network which we are calling DPI women of substance, and I'm sure women with disabilities, we are women with substance, and I'm so proud to be one of them.  And also you will find as disabled women in Africa, since in Africa we are faced with so many challenges.  When you are a woman with a disability and you are in this culture of beliefs where we feel that we are not counted as human beings, as a disabled woman in Africa we have been championing the promotion of the visibility of women with disabilities in Africa and thanks to most of the donors that have been supporting us, like donors like ‑‑ in Finland, the EED and so many other whose have support the effort of disabled women in Africa have been doing in order to raise their status as women with disabilities.  
Let me conclude by saying there is little need to use the opportunity of this high level meeting to map out the way forward for the visibility of women with disabilities, and include them in the development plans in a practical way that would insure that it becomes not only a policy on paper, but a practice.  
For this to happen, it would mean that states must demonstrate sufficient political will to ensure that it does become a reality.  The other issue to overcome the obstacles preventing women with disabilities from participating fully on an equal basis with others and this need to have amidst the strategy which will involve greater awareness and participation in society and renewed approach to equally measure by all to be equal and measured by all stakeholders.  Lastly we fear that the formulation of disability policies and equalities including the gender perspective and drawing on the rights of freedoms that are inclusive in nature as I said in the Convention, which specifically links the principles of discrimination to women with disabilities, exercise their fundamental rights.  These are the issues which we are talking about and I think we will be discussing more if you want to learn more what women with disabilities are both in Africa and Disabled Peoples International as a whole.  If you want to read more about us in Africa, there is a website, WWW.DIWA at WIWA.WS you will learn more about what women of substance are doing.  Thank you.

(Applause).

>> ADAM KOSA: Thank you for the statement, Madame.  Our third panelist, Ms. Foldesi, she has wide experience in the disability movement from the grassroots to the European level.  She is president of a Budapest based grassroots organization providing home care and support services to disabled persons in Budapest.  She is a board member of the Hungarian National Council of People with Disabilities, which is the cross disability umbrella organization representing persons with different kinds of disabilities.  Since 2009 Ms. Foldesi has also been vice president of the European Disability Forum.  The floor is yours, Madame.

>>>> ERZSEBET FOLDESI: Thank you, Chair.  Good afternoon, everybody. I am very much honored to be on this panel with the representative of UN Women which is an important partner in our fight against discrimination and I am very honored to speak with the very respected representatives of internationally active organizations and I am very honored to speak with the representative of the committee of the CRPD who is also very important who has very important mandate to promote and advance the rights of women with disabilities all over the world.

My presentation is a little bit provocative because I am seeking to find an answer where everyone accounts in the UN Treaty Bodies, whether the UN make best use of all its possibilities to advance women with disabilities.  Human Rights international Human Rights treaties are established to allow the world under still existing and prevailing discrimination against social groups of people, for example, women, disabled persons, children.  
These treaties are established to oblige the existing political, economic, social and cultural structures to stop discrimination even if this behavior is very much rooted in society and that's the case for women.  And even if this behavior, this discrimination is not visible for the mainstream society.  These international Human Rights instruments are established to codify and maintain a minimum level of international standards in the areas that Human Rights are not respected or violated.  
But we need to look back in time how the system works.  I have to tell you this to remind you that it's already three decades ago.  It's already three decades ago when the Convention on discrimination of women was brought into force and it's two decades when the ‑‑ accepted the Convention on the rights of children entered into force.  And despite of these long times neither legislative instrument nor measures or programs of significance has been brought in the world to really advance the situation of females with disabilities.

That is lack of information in the state reports under these treaties, under the CRC, under CEDAW, there is a lack of information about the issue of women with disabilities and there is only a few concluding remarks made by these Treaty Bodies which would draw the attention to improve rights of girls or women with disabilities.  Obviously we cannot tell that CEDAW or CRC was effectively used to improve the rights of women with disabilities, especially if we consider that in Europe, for example, 40 million females are living and if these rights of these women are overlooked into the implementation of the CEDAW or CRC in the European member states then we can't tell that these instruments are useful or are effectively used for our purposes.

With these conventions behind, we these to think about where we are, why are we here, and what were the obstacles that prevented us to make effective measures to advance the rights of girls and women with disabilities.  Of course, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its protocol has created an important dimension to fight against discrimination on the grounds of women and disability by including equality between men and women among the general principles, by including the stand alone Article on women, and by mainstreaming gender perspective in different articles of the CRPD.  Can we speak about the CRPD as an effective tool for realization of the rights of persons with disabilities if the gender analysis is not an integral part of developing and implementing disability policies and programs, and if monitoring of the Convention doesn't contain the twin track approach?  Obviously the answer is no, especially if we consider that more than 50% of the disabled population are women with disabilities.

Ladies and gentlemen, CEDAW and CRC as well as CRPD intersect and reinforce each other when it comes to the rights of women with disabilities.  I must emphasize, however, that thighs are not the only UN conventions which are relevant for women with disabilities.  All Treaty Bodies have obligations to address this issue in their mandate.  For example, if you speak about the Committee on economic, social and cultural rights, it will also draw your attention to the specific economic, political and cultural rights to women with disabilities in terms of violence, they have to deal with institutionalization, education, including sexual and reproductive rights for sterilization, nonconsensual treatment and so on.  The Human Rights Committee should also mainstream in all of its activities the civil and political rights of women with disabilities and girls with disabilities as well, but we have to mention also the Committee Against Tortures.

Torture, either cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment with this long title which should also give you attention to women with disabilities to be free from ‑‑ or their right to be free from torture and ill treatment for sterilization, also consensual treatment or disability based detention.

Let me mention some examples how we can reinforce the status of this Convention.  The Hungarian NGOs participated, for example, in the national consultation under the UPR system.  In spite of it, we have sent a separate report to the UPR working group, which is also a very important instrument for our purposes, and then it resulted that several member states made recommendations with regards to the rights of persons with disabilities but I have another good example which I'm pleased to mention here because we had success with it and it is the joint submission of a list of issues by the National Council of Persons with Disabilities, the European Disability Forum and the International Disability Alliance to the CEDAW committee, it was a complimentary information, complimentary to the government report which has been sent to the CEDAW, and all complimentary information was based with special focus on women with disabilities.  And then in the beginning of August, we have got the list of issues and there was one question about women with disabilities in this list of issues towards the government.  One question, but very complicit one, and very comprehensive that what measures and policies is the Hungarian government doing to insure the rights of women with disabilities.  And I think for supplementary information to the CEDAW committee, the committee members allowed that in different fields under the Convention, there is a gender approach, there is a disability approach and they have to pay attention to both approaches, both the disability dimension and the gender dimension of the issue.

There are several ways how civil organizations can strengthen the UN system.  Let me mention positive example from European level.  The European Disability Forum made an input to the analytical study on the violence against women and girls with disabilities carried out by the office of the high commissioner of Human Rights.  This study was mentioned in course of this week already.  And then another input from the European Disability Forum into the general discussion of the committee on economic, social and cultural rights on sexual and reproductive rights with input from the European Disability Forum, they called attention of the committee to make urgent action for addressing the barriers that women with disabilities or too often to benefiting from this right.

And let me a bit constructive, not just critical, I would like to make some proposals.  It's obvious that UN Human Rights treaties, especially CEDAW, CRC and CRPD needs to collaborate more strongly with each other.  They can work effectively only if they have the knowledge and expertise about the needs of women and girls with disabilities.

How to help the member states to keep the twin track approach while they are reporting on the CEDAW or the CRC, I propose that the reporting guidelines under each treaty have to be amended to include the twin track approach in monitoring the implementation of these treaties.  This could give guidance to the state parties to the Convention and also to the national DPOs in their reports.  My second recommendation is that CRPD has received several state reports and parallel reports on the implementation on the CRPD so far.  Analyzing these reports from the perspective of women with disabilities by a dedicated working group of the Committee could answer the questions why implementation of the CRPD lack the gender perspective, but the possible reasons are for mainstreaming of disabled women and girls perspective in the implementation of the CRPD.

Last but not least, life has already proved that without the strong disability movement, there is no progress in advancing the rights of disabled people.  Therefore, I propose to have enough funding both from the UN level and both on national level to make awareness raising among women with disabilities and to inform them about their rights under other international agreements like CEDAW or CRC to make them able to monitor the rights under these conventions as well.  Later in my intervention I will give you more examples how we can improve the rights of women with disabilities.  Thank you for your attention.

(Applause).

>> ADAM KOSA: Thank you for that statement, Madame.  And I now invite Maryanne Diamond who will be the chairperson of the second part of the session.  Maryanne, please, the floor is yours.

>>>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you my fellow Co‑Chair.  Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, it is a pleasure to be here and to share the Chairing of this important session.  For the remainder of the session, we will hear two more presentations, and then we will have questions and answers.

As a member of the International Disability Alliance Governing Body we as IDA, eight global bodies of persons with disabilities and four regional bodies are delighted to be able to be part of this informal session, and, of course, the women with disabilities is an important part of our work as we work with the CRPD, but other Treaty Bodies in the UN to insure that disability is mainstreamed throughout all Treaty Bodies.

So it's my pleasure to introduce our next speaker, and he has been a consultant to the implementing of the criminal justice procedural reform in Mexico.  And also collaborated in the drafting of constitutional reform for Mexico, so Carlos, welcome, the floor is yours.

 
>>>> CARLOS RIOS:  Thank you very much distinguished colleagues, members of the panel.  I would like to dedicate this presentation to a Mexican survivor from violence and like also to thank the permanent mission of Mexico and the United Nations for the kindness of letting me be here today with you as well as all of you.

The name of my presentation is the right to live in the community as a precondition to comply with the obligation of due diligence to prevent violence against women with disabilities.  I must warn you at the start that although I'm a committee member, the visions I am now giving do not necessarily correspond to what the body of the committee thinks.  Well, let me start by saying that violence against women with disabilities is a phenomenon that has multiple layers and it must be tackled from different perspectives, in what follows I would like to put forth some views on this issue for your consideration in an effort to promote causes to prevent violence against girls and women with disabilities and punish the occurrence of this events.  The first problem I would like to address is the issue of the invisible nature of the specificity of violence against women with disabilities.  The CRPD places great importance on the need to make visible on the fact that girls and women with disabilities are subject to multiple forms of discrimination based on gender and disability.  For that reason, the CRPD makes different and various references to the need to promote gender equality and consider the risk for girls and women with disabilities in the different realms of life.  A survey conducted in Europe, North America and Australia by Human Rights watch some years ago show that over half of women with disabilities have experienced physical abuse compared to one third of non‑disabled women.  In developing countries data is still blurry on this subject although the prevalence of the phenomenon is considered to be higher.  There is a failure to provide accurate and systematic data on violence against girls and women with disabilities.  Moreover it has to be recognized that violence against girls and women with disabilities can adopt various forms that are not even acknowledged as such do to traditional visions and the way persons with disabilities are perceived by the public.  There exists a number of prejudice that hinder the possibility for persons with disabilities in general and women in particular to live a life free of violence.  The policies that have been put forward and implemented by states in order to prevent and punish violence against women in the majority of cases are not yet disability sensitive and fail to recognize the specific forms of violence that women and girls with disabilities are deemed to suffer.  I would like to provide examples of the latter.  To start with, it must be noted that the majority of girls and women with disabilities live in poverty.  Most states that have already ratified the CRPD haven't yet implemented the provision set forth in Article 19 of this international instrument.  That is those intended to enable persons with disabilities to live in the community, thus, they are forced to live in institutional settings or at the expense of their families without adequate state support programs.  In itself, the lack of proper access to in home residential and other community support services including personal assistance necessary to support living and inclusion in the community can trigger different forms of violence against women and girls with disabilities.  This flaw could be interpreted as a breach of the due diligence to present violence against women as hand been construed by the InterAmerican commission for Human Rights.  There is a need to re‑examine the obligation of due diligence in light of the standards provided by the CRPD.  This duty according to the InterAmerican court involves four basic obligations, prevention, investigation, punishment and redress.  The InterAmerican commission has held that in order to comply with its due diligence obligations under Article 7 of the Convention, states have a duty to prevent or transform structural violence.  The shortcomings in the implementation of Article 19 of the CRPD can be considered a structural problem in this regard.  States are not directly responsible for violence perpetrated by private parties, but they can be accountable according to international law if they fail to adopt adequate measures to prevent acts of violence from happening.  See, for example, rules adopted by the InterAmerican System for the Protection of Human Rights and also general recommendation 19, Paragraph 9 of CEDAW.  In families that don't have adequate income and state support services, girls and women with disabilities can be subject to various forms of neglect and violence that can endanger their lives, their physical integrity or emotional and psychological stability.  In those circumstances the family becomes a space of power not subjected to any form of control or monitoring.  Girls and women with disabilities living under these conditions can seldom make the situation known to state agencies in order for them to take any kind of action.  There are several cultural and traditional views that tend to worsen things even more.  That is the idea that a persons with disabilities should conform to what they have when they are living on the benefit of others, and that they suffer less and could easily adapt to harsh circumstances.  Institutional settings are no better.  General comment 5 of the Committee on economic, social and cultural rights establishes that institutionalization of persons with disabilities is no way of satisfying Social Security or for that purpose I should add other rights.  It must, of course, be noted that according to Article 19 of the CRPD, institutionalization of persons with disabilities in general and women and girls in particular should be progressively abandoned.  The correct implementation of the right to live in the community should be paramount in this report as a form of preventing acts of violence.  In the first place, closed environments are not regularly monitored by state agencies in charge of preventing and sanctioning violence of women with disabilities.  So these events can occur without anyone noticing.  Secondly, in most states violence occurring in these settings is not defined as a form of domestic violence although for the persons living there, staff members are the closest family they know.  
In consequence, the generally safeguards created by the states to protect victims against recurrence of domestic violence are not available.  For example, court orders for the separation of the bodies, economic support and accessible family shelters for protection of the victims are not implemented.  Things tend to get worse for persons with psychosocial disabilities because in this case there are accepted standards amongst the medical profession that allow for forced medication when these persons live in institutions.  In the recent review of Peru's periodic report the CRPD established that the use of continuous forcible medication of persons with disabilities might amount to a form of ill treatment and even torture.  A similar criterion was put forward also by the former Rapporteur in July 2008.  The problem is that girls and women with disabilities who live in institutional arrangements such as orphanages, psychiatric institutions, shelters or other closed environments are more likely to be victims of abuse and forms of violence. This condition presupposes a situation of powerlessness where the person concerned is under complete control of care givers without public scrutiny.  
Another extreme form of violence that can happen in close environments is the practice of forced sterilization.  There are other forms of violence against persons with disabilities the public doesn't perceive it as such.  Some states even have legal statutes that regulate and authorize the practice.  In closed environments like psychiatric institutions, other forms of violence such as the use of physical restraints and seclusion, medical experimentation, and electroconvulsive therapy can occur.  The question remains on how to establish effective measures to investigate and prosecute acts of violence against this sector of the population.  As stated before closed environments are the perfect place for the occurrence of these events and there is a ‑‑ that perpetrators can be brought to justice.  Violence against women in general frequently goes unpunished.  Impunity is almost systematic.  
I with like now to put some recommendations for your consideration.  The first preventive measure is, of course, the progressive and continuous implementations of the conditions and requirements needed to exercise the right to live in the community.  As stated before, institutionalization of women and girls with disability has to be considered as a human rights violation and file you are to implement the conditions to exercise the right to live in the community as a breach of due diligence obligations to prevent the occurrence of violence.  Implementation has to be carried out with a definite time line in order to be complete in a foreseeable time frame.

While full implementation of the latter is achieved effective measure toes prevent acts of violence could be undertaken such as establishment of a register of persons living in institutions.  In some Latin American countries, for example, and other regions of the world, charitable organizations build and manage housing and shelters for girls and women with disabilities to live in.  Close monitoring on the operation of these organizations is needed in order to prevent possible acts of violence or neglect.  There have been accounts of cases in which persons with disabilities have been reported to live in these organizations without even being identified, and some instances they don't even have a name or personal documentation.  This register is of the essence and should be established in all closed environments such as hospitals, schools and institutions that engage in the care of children, women and elderly people as well as context where the failure of the state to intervene enhances the danger of private parties to inflict harm.  Regular visits and checkups by state officials should be conducted for those organizations and institutions to insure that Human Rights are satisfied.  A normative framework is required for this purpose.  Living conditions in this organization should be in conformity with the general principles of the CRPD, especially those directed to enhance autonomy of girls and women with disabilities and their equal treatment.  They also have to guarantee that their opinions are taken into account and their preferences are respected as well as their right to privacy.  Living arrangements should encourage regular communication with social services, independent medical consultation and legal support.  
Another measure that can be adopted to prevent acts of violence against women and girls with disabilities happening is to provide them with information in accessible formats on the rights endowed by the CRPD including health and reproductive rights and the institutional mechanisms that are available in order to seek remedies and redress.  As a matter of how to detect and prosecute violence against girls and women with disabilities the first thing in my view has to be done is to create technical norms for health professionals, social workers and law enforcement agents and other providers of social services in order for them to be able to acknowledge and recognize the different forms violence can take.

These protocols have to take into account that historical empowerment of girls and women with disabilities tends to create a self-perception that violent and abusive conduct is normal and acceptable.  Concerning investigation and prosecution, the manual's directives, protocols and procedures adopted by law enforcement agencies in the judiciary should comply with the with Articles set up by the CRPD.  Thank you very much for your attention.  
(Applause) 
we are moving to the final speaker, Myra Kovary she is a disability expert for more than 30 years she the could founder of an advocacy group the mental patient alliance of central New York and she currently is a member of the world network of users and survivors of psychiatry, and many of us know her as the moderator of the International Network of Women with Disabilities.  So welcome Myra.  The floor is yours.

>> MYRA KOVARY: Thank you.  Excellencies and distinguished colleagues, good afternoon.  I thank the government the Hungary, the interest nationality disability alliance and the accident of economic and social affairs for this opportunity to speak here today.  I'm speaking on interdependence including women with disabilities in the agenda of the women's movement.  Our fears, realties, hopes and dreams.  I am a woman with a mental disability, although I prefer the term psychosocial disability, and I'm speaking primarily in my role here as the moderator of the lit serve for the International Network of Women with Disabilities.

Violence against all people including violence against women causes disabilities of all kinds.  Mobility disabilities, blindness, deafness, psychosocial disabilities, pain, and other visible and invisible disabilities.  Violence is more likely to happen to women.  Violence is more likely to happen to persons with disabilities than persons without disabilities.  Women with disabilities are more likely to be victims of violence than men with disabilities and women with disabilities are more like I to be victims of violence than women in general.  When measures are taken to end violence against people with disabilities targeting people with disabilities without recognizing that there are unique issues for women with disabilities contributes to a general neutral concept of disability that ignores women with disabilities.  Given that violence against women with disabilities is hidden and ignored already, a gender neutral approach increases our risk of exposure to violence.

And sometimes violence is even perpetrated by the states themselves, particularly against women with psychosocial or mental disabilities under the guise of acting in our best interest allegedly for our own good under the cover of forced psychiatry.  So how can we end violence?  By promoting Human Rights for all people all over the world.  Those are tall orders, but in the process of implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities we have an opportunity to make a difference by addressing violence against women with disabilities.

There is an opportunity now to link women with disabilities issues with efforts to advance women's Human Rights in general.  As a colleague, Stephanie Orteleva stated emphatically during her presentation at CSW56, women with disabilities are women too.  The general woman's movement new embrace issues we face as girls and women with disabilities particularly in the work at the UN in the context on the commission of status of women, CEDAW, the CRC and CRPD.  UN Women's leader in in advocating for the rights of girls and women with disabilities will be absolutely necessary to promote Human Rights for all members of the human family.  If UN Women takes the lead, that will be an example for the world to follow.  And hiring women with disabilities to be on the staff of UN Women will make a difference.  Collaboration between the special Rapporteur on violence against women and the special Rapporteur on disability on behalf of women with disabilities is also making a difference.  The world's population is aging.  Aging also contributes to the likelihood of acquiring a disability or another disability.

Women of the second wave of the women's movement are aging.  I am one of the youngest of that generation, and I will be 60 years old this year.  The fears, realties, hopes and dreams of women in general are congruent with those that we as older women with disabilities live with every day.

The new paradigm embodied in the CRPD that sees disability from a social model perspective rather a medical model perspective provides us with an opportunity not to be missed.  Women with disabilities are no longer considered to be faulty beings to be pitied.  Now we too are formally recognized as part of the human family.  Women with disabilities are often torn about whether to care, take care of ourselves, take care of our loved ones, advocate for ourselves or advocate for the Human Rights of people in general, which is the best way to proceed at any given moment, that is for each one of us to decide.  But sorting out our priorities while making those decisions is never easy.

We cannot do all of this work on our own.  Our organizations need your financial support, and we need your support to enable us as individuals to exercise our right to legal capacity on an equal basis with others.  The right to make our own decisions, to make our own choices with no discrimination on the basis of gender or disability.

We women with disabilities of all kinds, particularly older women, women who are alone, widows, women who are called witches, women who are considered to be demented or mentally ill, women who have fled war zones or drought or domestic violence with or without our children, women who have had our children taken away from us on the basis of our disability or theirs, women who are afraid of being abandoned, women who are starving, homeless, and living in extreme poverty, women who are forced into prostitution in order to support our families, women who are living with HIV and AIDS.  Women who are raped, beaten, force medicated with psychoactive medications and addictive painkillers in institutions that are supposedly set up to care for us, women who are institutionalized so others can gain control of us, of our property, of our money, or our children, women who are coerced or forced into undergoing electroshock under the pretense of easing our pain, women who rely on abusive spouses or caretakers for our daily needs, women who go out to find water or firewood for our families and are raped or beaten.  
We are the most among the most traumatized, the most mistreated and the most oppressed.  But in contrast to how governments and people with disabilities often think about us we who have survived are among the strongest in society, not the weakest.  A nation's greatness is measured by how it treats its weakest members.  I would like to change that a bit to say that a nation's greatness is measured by how much it learns from its members who have experienced the most discrimination and oppression, it's members who despite that discrimination and oppression have figured out how to live and love and work to make the world a better place in our own homes, in our communities, in our countries, and even at the UN.

We, the members of the International Network of Women with Disabilities across cultures, across national borders, across all disabilities, women with disabilities and women without disabilities, old and young, hetero sexual, lesbian and transgender women, rural and urban, employed and unemployed, indigenous and non‑indigenous, we are learning to work together and to do so effectively.  We are human beings first and we are women.  We are your mothers, sisters and daughters.  We are also often caretakers of your fathers, brothers and sons.  We realize we cannot rely solely on our own strengths and fierce desires for independence, we have become interdependent.  We are changing the world with our individual and collective efforts every day.  
If you are willing to walk in our shoes, see the world through our eyes and fingers, listen with our ears and hands, ride on our wheels, you will find that it is possible to create a world where people support each other, care for each other, care about each other, accommodate ourselves to our own disabilities, and accommodate other people, some of whom have disabilities and some of whom do not, and very interestingly we do this with very little money.  In the face of discrimination with so many cards stacked against us we know that the UN Member States and entities charged with promoting Human Rights and women can too.  We choose to ask us and ‑‑ ask us how we do it, we will be happy to tell you.  Various recommendations to end violence from disabilities excerpted from our March 2011 paper for violence against women with disabilities are included in the full presentation that will be posted on the UN ENABLE website.  I also have a few copies of our paper here.  I close in solidarity with all people, with all disabilities and in honor of all who did not survive their experience of disability, with the motto of the International Disability Alliance, "Nothing About Us Without Us.”  Thank you.

(Applause).

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you for that very inspiring presentation and other presentations will also be available on the ENABLE website.  We are moving now to the question and answer time.  And I guess you are all wondering how a blind person is going to manage this, but I think we have got a system.  So what I would like to do first is we are going to make a list of speakers, so if you ‑‑ and we are inviting both states and Civil Society to ask questions, so if you raise your sign, Elizabeth next to me will take a list and we will take the questions three at a time as we work through the list so when you ask your question, if you could direct it to the person you would like to speak to, that would be helpful as well as introduce yourselves because I know some of you are from DPOs and Civil Society, so have we got some on the list?  Well start with Brazil.

>> BRAZIL:  Just a qualification.  We just were in a lateral meeting and some members of our delegation were here but the head of our delegation does not speak English and there is no translation in Spanish?  No, unfortunately.  The question that we would like to raise is about the strategies and new approach to face the challenge of violence against women would like to know more about the different experience shared by the panelists in their national experiences.  Thank you very much.
>>>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: It was a mistake, we will move to Kenya.  Kenya, please.

>> KENYA:  I want to pose three questions and those questions will be on reproductive rights.  The panelists, all of them, any of them can answer.  I want those questions and some are provocative, number one, how can state parties promote and protect the rights of women with disabilities to have children in a particularly women with intellectual disabilities.  Two, how can rape laws remain disability friendly to insure that women with disabilities, particularly women with intellectual disabilities have the right to have children of their own?  How can women with disabilities' rights be protected in privacy in sexual matters without being overprotected by parents, relatives and care givers?  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: We will take answers because we have four questions already.  So who from the panel would like to respond to the first one or maybe some of you about strategies for women with disabilities?

>> MYRA KOVARY: I can say something briefly about your last question, the Ambassador from Kenya regarding overprotection of women with intellectual disabilities I think the issues are complex but very similar to overprotection of women with mental or psychosocial disabilities.  The only ‑‑ well, Article 12 of the CRPD says that women ‑‑ that all people with disabilities have the right to enjoy legal capacity on an equal basis with others, so overprotection should not be happening.  Unfortunately it probably will continue to happen in families and coercion is very difficult to legislate, but if the states would in fact provide what is under Article 12B if I withdrawal correctly, the ‑‑ if I recall correctly, the support to people with disabilities that they may require to exercise that capacity, then this kind of overprotection will not be a systemic issue at least and it will set an example of change.  And there are numerous models in various parts of the world of these kinds of alternatives for support.  I refer you to the implementation manual which I was the editor of for the World Network of users and survivors of psychiatry.  It's available on the internet at www.WNUSP.net and there are models that may be of help.  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Any other panelists like to respond to any of the questions.  Carlos?

>> CARLOS RIOS: I would like to address the question formulated by the distinguished delegate of Brazil.  One of the strategies, what I was saying in my presentation is that violence against women and girls with disabilities will stem in the majority of case from a lack of correct implementation of community services and support by the states.

When a family is left alone to care for the different needs and requirement of a person with disabilities, violence is really a very common factor.  So what should be done in my opinion is to accelerate the issue about how to implement the different components of Article 19 which from what I have been reading from the reports established by state parties until now, well, it hasn't ‑‑ it doesn't really seem to be very adequate in all of the states that we have seen as now.  And, of course, that will be sort of like the structural way of dealing with this phenomenon.  But also there are issues about the criminal justice system that have to be, of course, addressed as well.  For example, the accommodation, the procedural accommodations for the different procedures that are established to prosecute the phenomenon of violence.  For example, in investigation, you have to train personnel and have trained persons who identify, police officers who and prosecutors who can, of course, have the correct training to, and correct approach to the phenomenon in order to really come forward with something that is effective from that perspective.

So there are numerous, I think, ways of handling the question.  Some of them are structural and some, of course, are progressive and in the midterm and long term, but the point is that people are left alone in this closed environment, and I think that that is sort of like a ‑‑ for violence to happen.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Before we move on there, was some questions about the women with disabilities about having children and protecting their rights within laws and I guess in some ways it is strategy like Carlos just said, but does anyone want to add anything to that? 

>> ERZSEBET FOLDESI: I would like to comment on this but not with regard to people with intellectual disabilities but in general.  It's obvious that women with disabilities are in a multiple disadvantageous situation as pregnant or mothers who are raising children, and there are two reasons for it.  For example, no counseling to facile state them to bringing up their children is available.  There is no educational practical support with infant care and there is no knowledge for pediatricians and district nurses about women with disabilities.  This is one of the issues, but the most severe issue is that these health professionals have very little knowledge about disabled people's capabilities and dissuade women with disabilities to have a family and, therefore, training in this respect is very important for health professionals and social workers about the needs of women with disabilities and I think that unfortunately there are not enough data about this issue, and, therefore, research and study would be very much important, and based on the result of the research and study, very good strategy could be initiated.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you for that.  I would add for women with intellectual disability, information is really important, but information in a format or a language that someone can understand will go a long way to address the very particular issues for women with intellectual disability that you raise.  We might move on to the next question, which is from Nigeria followed by France.  So we will take a question from Nigeria then France.

>> NIGERIA:   Thank you for a wonderful presentation, especially the last presentation by International Network of Women with Disabilities.  I am from Nigeria.  I'm quite concerned about the issues of women with disabilities tending to be overlooked by the general mainstream women organizations.  We find that able bodied women’s organizations don't seem to give importance or priority to issues of women with disabilities.  Particular concern is the month that is set aside on violence against women, we find that mainstream women organizations don't take account of issues of women with disabilities in that particular month.  So I'm wondering if the panelists would want to think of maybe having a separate time period within when issues of violence against women with disabilities could be thought about because as I said I'm very much concerned about the exclusion of issues with women with disabilities in mainstream women organizations so what can we advise about that?  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: We will take the question from France and then go to the panel to answer.

>> FRANCE:  May I ask a question, please?  My name is ‑‑ and I am from Senegal.  I graduated from Kansas University in special education in 2007, and I am here, I am back here not too long ago in order to take some credits in management and administration in early childhood education.  I am really happy to know this involvement of women in the fight for the rights of women with disabilities.  I guess I want to open parentheses here to stay that my job is all the more greater in that I know there are Senegal women without disabilities who are struggling in order to make the rights of women with disabilities become reality and I just want to say congratulations.  As has been pointed out by one of the keynote speakers, women with disabilities are handicapped in two ways, first for being, then for having disabilities.  
And I am a living example of that discrimination.  As a person with a disability qualification, I have two masters, one in English, and one in special education obtained from Kansas University and still struggling in order to put my knowledge into practice, but deep in my heart I said that this is not a reason for being downhearted.  And I am still optimistic because all day long I have noticed that people attending this meeting are doing some advocacy for the rights of people with disabilities.  And this is really one reason for helping us women with disabilities being much more optimistic.  I am sure that all of the people who are attending this meeting and the UN and all of the organizations will help put the rights of women with disabilities in the right place in order for them to be ‑‑ discriminated throughout the world.  It has been asserted by one of the keynote speakers of the keynote speakers will mention that the many discrimination, the many social injustices women with disabilities are facing throughout the world, and I am sure that when we manage to have the right women with disabilities in the right place, right decisions are being taken, they will be the voice of their voiceless sisters while being discriminated throughout the world.  
And I can finish with that and say thank you very much to all of the panelists and that we think that we do not have to be downhearted simply because people deep in their heart they believe that we have brighter days facing women with disabilities.  Let us just think of building the rights of women with disabilities, great decisions are being taken and I'm sure that they will be the voice of their voiceless sisters.  Thank you very much.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: I'm sure every one of us would agree that women in the right places, the right women in the right places from the UN agencies through the states, through the policy makers, in all governments would make a huge difference for the plight of all of us as women with disabilities.  I might call on our friend from the UN Women's group to make a comment on the question that was about should we have a separate time where we recognize violence for women with disabilities quite separately from the mainstream women and violence? 

>>SERING FALU NJIE: Thank you very much, I think this was an interesting session and I congratulate all the presenters and panelists here.  I think it would be important given that CSW is coming that this issue is really brought into the limelight in terms of how do we ensure that the challenges, the specific challenges of girls and women with disabilities face is being taken seriously into account into global forum.  I do in the think it will be helpful to marginalize this issue outside the major framework where CSW has gained so much momentum that this will be more important that this be brought into CSW, this will be brought into major venues and discussion where marginalization and discrimination is being discussed and not only in CSW, but I think we need to do more work to ensure that women's organizations take this issue into, you know, seriously and bring it into their work.

Because and I'm thinking, for example, as an economist, when government is developing the poverty reduction strategies, they oftentimes do not bring to bear the issue of disability, especially the gender dimension of disability issues.

And it would be very critical because I'm seeing more and more voice throughout the world, it's not enough of the voice of women with disabilities being raised and it is important for their voices to be brought into the processes of demanding accountable of racing issues, assuring they are represented and we at the UN have a very important role to play in there to enhance our organizations of people with disabilities especially women with disabilities, but also to support the voice of women with disabilities into, you know, the organizations, mainstream organizations so that they can bring their specificity, they can address their priorities and they can design ways of demanding accountability following commitments taken at country level with regard to other issues related to development issues that are critical for their own wellbeing.  I think we need to make more effort into supporting this organization, but also ensuring that these issues are brought into the major discussion, the major UN governings and not organize a parallel event because we want to really bring in this, you know, not only people with disabilities talking about it, but all government, civil society organizations human rights groups taking this into consideration because this is our business, our responsibility, our common responsibility, it is not only responsibility for people with disabilities and it should not be genderized as one issue that is put ‑‑ generalized as an issue put on the side but we need to put more effort and support more voices and participation for the people that can carry this.

(Applause).

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Rachel would like to say a few words.

>> RACHEL KACHAGE: Thank you.  I just wanted to highlight or thank my colleague from Nigeria who has highlighted to say that general women's organizations overlook women with disabilities.  That is really very, very true despite that they have good policies of inclusion, but in reality nothing happens to include women with disabilities and I just want to share with you what we are doing as disabled women in Africa.  We have taken upon ourselves to first of all make sure that we empower women with disabilities so that they should know their rights and so that they should be able to articulate their issues and so that he should be able to make sure that they are involved in all of the general women's organizations.  And in Africa, at the AU level, they have launched a women decade and as women with disabilities we have looked at what the Africa women's decade is doing and we have lobbied and we have demanded that AU level for the inclusion of women with disabilities in all of the programs that are taking place in Africa.

So what we are ‑‑ we would emphasize to say first of all, we need the empowerment of women with disabilities themselves, and for them to be empowered, we need the resources.  If the donor agencies cannot support the activities of women with disabilities, there is no way you can see them anywhere because they are not being empowered in any way.  
So the importance of supporting or empowering women with disabilities, their activities, whatever they are doing so that they should be able to fight for their rights, it is unless they are empowered, they know their rights then they will be able to work together with the mainstream women organization and women's organizations please make sure that women with disabilities are just like you.  There is no difference.  We are not only different in the way we walk, the way we see and the way we act, but we are all women.  So we need to work together.  Let us cooperate and work together so we view women with disabilities as a whole.

Thank you.

(Applause).

>> ERZSEBET FOLDESI: I can mainstreaming of wishes of women with disabilities in mainstream very important and I can you on the European level, the European Disability Forum has been for a long time board member of the European women's lobby and I think it's a very good example because you are in the decision making body of the European women's lobby.  For several years we gave the presidency of the European women's lobby which have the right to mainstream the issue of disability in women's issue, that is manifesto which was elaborated by women with disabilities dealing with each of the Article of the Convention and reading this manifesto there is about a chapter about the situation of women with disabilities about their demands, about their proposals for improvement in the community life, and analysis of some legal framework, and this manifesto was endorsed by the European women lobby and the European women lobby uses this manifesto in their advocacy work.  Now, I think it's a very effective mainstreaming of the disability in the women's issue, and I would like really that we will go towards this cooperation on each level on UN, on European, national and local level.  Thank you.

>> MYRA KOVARY: I'm going to speak off the cuff for a moment, so bear with me.  I think that all human beings are afraid of getting old, being abandoned or becoming disabled or more disabled if we already have a disability.  It's a general fear we have and I think most of us would prefer not to think about, but what I was trying to say in my presentation is that if we put women with disabilities issues in the forefront, we will make a difference everywhere, and so all people don't want to acknowledge that fear, but part of the way to address this is to make us visible, that we are capable.  We may have a disability, but we are not to be feared, and we are not to be pitied, and it would actually change the perception of how human beings interact with each other every if the rights of women with disabilities were respected and appreciated.  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you, everyone, for those valuable contributions.  We will move to Sudan for a question and then New Zealand.

SUDAN:  Ladies and gentlemen, actually I want to start with the UN Women, and I think having this body here in the UN is not sufficient enough for most of the least developed countries.  Actually we need their presence everywhere.  We need some offices there just to deal and make some interventions for a specific areas and region just like the AU and Arab league and other areas.  Really, we need to have them there, to make some interventions for all of these issues related to disabled women with disabilities because most of the time we miss this when we have some of the UN agencies like UN GB and other agencies of UN, most of them they don't have focal point when you want to deal with them for women with disabilities or children with disabilities.  Some of them, yes, there, but most of the time we look for them here and there just to help us in making some interventions trying to reach the different problems we face for this reason, I think.  If it's possible for UN Women just to start having offices in specific regions and areas that can be of most help for the least developed countries.

In another issue, I think, the CRPD is still need other committees like the committee for the rights of persons with disabilities to work for the implementation of the different Articles of CRPD in the different areas because we feel most of the countries signed and worked for endorsing the CRPD still falling far away in the implementation, and they need more push and more follow‑up to make sure that they are working hard for reaching what they can do for the persons with disabilities in most of their plights mentioned in the CRPD.  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you.  We will take the question from New Zealand, and then I will ask maybe UN Women to talk about the idea of a focal point for women in all UN agencies and then maybe Carlos, you can talk about whether there should be different committees for each Article, but New Zealand.

 NEW ZEALAND: Thank you very much.  My name is Anne Hawker.  I would like to ask Maryanne, sorry, of what we mean by disability because I think there is a real risk that material in plain language and in sign language is often missed when we talk about accessibility.  The other thing I thought was really important and an issue that I think needs to be stressed was briefly touched upon by Rachel, and that is that women and children with disabilities are often because of their situation, they assume it to be normal and are not aware they have been denied of that right.  What other strategies do you propose to insure that women and children with disabilities or young girls with disabilities are aware that the violence they are suffering is inappropriate?

>> The first issue is I haven't heard about the importance of financial independence as a way of insuring that women with disabilities are able to escape the trap of violence.  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you for the question.  So maybe the responding to the question of or the suggestion that maybe all UN agencies should have a focal point for women and including women with disabilities. 

>> He was saying women should have representation in certain regions.  Well, I think UN Women is composed of four agencies.  Each has regional representation, but we are reviewing our regional architecture and reviewing our presence.  We have already started having presence in different regions than before and having country presence.  I think that would definitely help us to respond to demand on the ground and to respond to, you know, key partners like organization of women with disabilities that can now come to UN offices and participate.  It would be useful to look into like I said in my program programs of UN Women.  How can we provide some kind of provision that would, you know, ensure that we get more people with disabilities that get, you know, accepted into this fund to get support, but I think that overall making sure that in all of the activities you organize, be it training, be it development of partnership, being conferences in the regions, discussion with government, the different, you know, discussion, debates, engagements from policy to local level that we do in different sectors from economic empowerment to violence against whim to political participation, et cetera, that we make an effort to make sure that we know where women with disabilities are in the country, in the region and so that we always call upon them to bring them because like our sister Rachel was saying, you are the best advocate of yourself, but you need the capacity, you need the resources, you need the space to advocate for yourself.  So I think the country presence, regional presence is important but we need to be able to find mechanism for reaching out so that no matter where you are, you can also be identified and found and I think it would be easy because the work of UN Women underground in country level is to really reach out to develop strategic partnership, to support capacity level, and to bring in different UN agencies, bilateral, multilateral that work on issues and also monitor the work of the UN overall in terms of promoting women's empowerment and gender equality.  So I think there is a two way stream here.  You need to find where we are, we need to look for you and we need to make a much bigger effort involving you in what you do in kind of show casing your work in bringing you in mainstream organizations so that everyone's organization and other organizations in donor discussions, et cetera.  So that this issue be really visible.  I think it would be good to ‑‑ creation and country and regional level to push this issue forward.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you so much for that.  Carlos, maybe you would like to comment on the thought that was posed about whether CRPD committee should have committees on Articles.

>> CARLOS RIOS: Sure thing.  Well, I think the approach of the great challenge should be how to mainstream gender issues across all of the CRPD.  Of course, we, well, I think in the committee we have done that approach, but, of course, there is some issues that, of course, have to be approached from that perspective more emphatically, but I wouldn't be very friendly with the idea of establishing special committees for that.  Of course, we could work on maybe making a general comment on how the different fender issues, sort of like cut across the whole CRPD, but the idea of establishing special or one stand approach to the point I'm not really for that idea.  When I was reading the Rapporteurs of the CRPD where the question was we have, of course, the danger of closing the agenda issues and just ‑‑ gender issues in just one Article and not in the whole of the Convention.  And I think the two track approach which my distinguished colleague from Germany helped to draft, it was great because it establishes gender equality from the very principles of the Convention, and that should, of course, be the horizon in which every Article should be read, and not from the special perspective.  I think I'm not really fond of special perspective.  I think it should be mainstream.  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: So maybe, Rachel, you might like to respond to the question posed by New Zealand about strategies to assist women with disabilities realize that what they are living, the conditions they are living under or violence, so on, is acceptable or not acceptable, and maybe the issue that was raised about financial, you know, the way out of any situation is financial independence.  Rachel, would you like to start with responding to that question?

>> RACHEL KACHAGE: Thank you very much New Zealand for raising that up.  I think it is important that women and children with disabilities need to know how they can report when they have been violated.  Violence and abuse is in different forms at different levels.  It is unless women and children with disabilities know and understand that they have been violated, you know, like the setting in Africa.  There is a great violence of women and children with disabilities based on the cultural beliefs that are there, but when women do not know that they have been violated, they are just silently being victimized and known listens to them.  It's a challenge.  We have got a lot of cases in Africa where women have been violated left and right, but nobody hears them.  There is no voice.  This is what we were commenting on when we met in the access to justice.  You will find that the access to justice has also been denied to women with disabilities because, for example, if you are a woman with a visual impairment, you have been ‑‑ then to accept justice they will be asking you to say how can you be able to identify your culprit.  That means they are already cutting your right to access justice.  And I was also sharing to say, like in Africa, there is a certain way legal systems there is a traditional legal systems where you go under the ‑‑  where chiefs are there too to address issues at different levels.  When you talk about issues of rape and other violences there is no one who can take it because they don't believe that a woman with a disability or child with disability they think they are giving you favor, if you are sexually abused, not knowing that they are invading your right.  
We are incenting women with disabilities to know their right, to say they have been violated what, should they did do in.  Africa in the police systems there are systems of gender violence unit, but women with disabilities cannot access those units because of the discrimination that is there, but we are sense advertising the issues to say they need to be ‑‑ sense sizing the women to say they need to report issues.  There are no resources for us to keep on sensitizing the women, but we are getting there.  As women with disabilities we have placed our demand on women to protect women against this violence after AU level ‑‑ at AU level.  And we are ‑‑ even at national levels we are sensitizing them, it's a process.  We need the support of all of the women, be it general women's organization, you need to support us.  We have got our issues.  If you could listen to us, you will he'll feel very pathetic with us to say, yes, let us join hands to make sure that we raise these issues and the last point I would want to raise which is very important is that the Convention itself, which is a very important tool for us to use in order for us to be protected from all of these vice lenses.  So it is for us to make sure that women with disabilities understand the Articles in the Convention.  How can we make them understand?  It's when we make them to be accessible in a format which is accessible to all types of disabilities.  If we cannot do that, then we are not going to achieve our goal.  So it's a collaborative effort, both at the donor community, the mainstream and the association from the disability sector.  We need to work together to fight this cause.  I think we need to hold hands here.  Thank you.

(Applause).

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you.  Would someone on the panel like to respond to the question of financial independence?  For many women until that's achieved women will remain in poverty and not equal.  Would anyone like to make comment on that?

>> CARLOS RIOS: Well, I think Article 19 also will come back with that ‑‑ I'm starting to sound like a scratched record, but I think that's an important point because Article 19 and the plausibility, of course, of giving or of implementing all of the issues that have to be with the social rights of persons with disabilities, financially, of course, it is absolutely crucial for all persons with disabilities and women and girls also to have the independence and the promotion of their autonomy in order for them to know what is really an act of abuse, and an act of violence because when you depend on patrimony, then you will have this idea that you are living at the favor of others instead of saying no, okay, this is not an acceptable conduct in any way.

But people tend to overlook that the general public sees or it thinks that persons with disabilities should conform with what they have, and that is very common, in developing countries that is a very common problem.  And, of course, independence for everyone is absolutely necessary and ways in which support would buy other members of society to achieve patrimonial independence is key in this respect there is structural violence when dependence goes to the limit of accepting this as normal conduct.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: If I could just add to that, I think another really huge issue is about access to education.  Many children with disabilities as we know don't have any form of education, so it is about attitudes in the community to insure that children can go to school, that the schools are accessible, and that children receive a quality education, not just be a person with a disability in classroom in presence but not in learning.  So I think that is also a part of Article 24 to achieve that financial independence.  If we move to Australia that has a question and then we will have a question from someone from Civil Society which we will identify when we have heard the Australian question.

 AUSTRALIA: My name is Lateen Park. I'm the assistant general at the Australian aid agency, AusAID.  I wanted to make a short statement about the question which was posed for this session which is how can member states contribute to the empowerment and capacity building of women with disabilities and their inclusion in development policies?  I'm pleased to note in this regard that only a few weeks ago Australia's Prime Minister announced a new ten‑year, $320 million initiative for Pacific women shaping Pacific development to expand their leadership and economic and social opportunities in the region.  And I'm also pleased for this meeting to announce that women with disabilities will be explicitly included in this initiative from the outset.

(Applause).

 AUSTRALIA: This is in line with our development for all strategy, at least 5% of the funds I mentioned of the $320 million will be specifically allocated to make sure this happens.  The program will work with the Pacific Disability Forum and national disabled peoples organizations to identify entry points.

And also while I have the floor, Australia is also supporting some ground breaking research on gender based violence against women with disabilities in Cambodia which works with the local disabled persons organizations to undertake this research, and some initial findings from this research show that women with disability experience much higher levels of emotional, physical and sexual violence by household members than women without disability.  In country partners and Australia are working with the government of Cambodia to insure the results from this research inform the further development and implementation of Cambodia’s national disability strategic plan and their national plan on violence against women.  If anyone is interested to learn more about either of these initiatives, they can visit our website, contact Australia's permanent mission here to the United Nations or speak to me.  Thank you.

(Applause).

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you for some very practical examples and ones we are excited about, particularly those of us who live in your part of the world.  There was someone from Civil Society who had a question.  And we are going to point to you, well, I'm not, but someone else is.

>> Thank you very much.  I'm global coordinator Disabled People International.  I want to raise the concern exactly the young woman with disabilities because mostly we don't understand them in women's disability.  So we have suffered representation or visibility and their concerns need to be separately addressed this is very important, and secondly for the sustainability point I was wondering how we can sustain the employment of women with disabilities because we have seen most of the organizations, UN organizations, international organizations, they have contributed a lot, but in local level when we see ‑‑ so we need a sustainable project for women with disabilities to empower them.  So from your experiences if you could explain a bit, thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Would any panel members like to respond, particularly the issue of young women?  We heard from Jenny from World Federation of the Deaf this morning.  It was very clear to us we are all too old in this room and we need to bring young people, very good point, and some examples.  Anyone would like to try?  Rachel, some things happening in Africa for young women?

>> RACHEL KACHAGE: Yes, we are from the same organization, Disabled Peoples International, as Disabled Peoples International we realize that we used to have a cycle of leaders.  It was all the time the same people, the older people.  So that is why as Disabled Peoples International we have established the young leaders of women with disabilities.  It is not only the young women, even the other youth with the disabilities in general, we want to raise it, we want to empower them we want them to be part and parcel of the bigger movement of what is happening and that is also trickling down to all of the national assemblies, the membership of DPI all over the world.  We are emphasizing the same trend to make sure we empower young leaders both with women young leaders, girls with disabilities and the youth so that they should be in the system, so that when we get order and we get phased out, they are there to take over from the leadership.  That is what we are doing.  And I think on the issue of sustainability I would also need to hear more from, is it UN Women and another person who can comment on that one.  It's really very important to see how sustainable this empowerment of women with disabilities can be.  It may be on paper only, but how can it be sustainable to make sure it's an ongoing thing and we produce leadership of all women with disabilities to whatever level.  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Myra, would you like to make a comment?

>> MYRA KOVARY: Briefly, I just want to say that my recollection of being a young woman, that the fears that I had growing up, fears of being raped, fears of becoming disabled, fears of being a bag lady, if people know what that is in the United States slang, as soon as I started in my early 20s, as soon as I was old enough to start paying attention to what was going on outside of my own family of origin it was pretty terrifying.  And, again, I repeat myself that if we can show that women with disabilities need not be feared and pitied, I think that will help empower the younger women also.  Obviously the women's movement, what I call the second wave of the women's movement that started maybe with Simone Debourve and that generation of women are getting old and people in the women's movement are making tremendous effort to empower or to pass the baton onto what we are calling the third wave.  So I guess I would say the same thing has to happen with the women with disabilities leadership, what Rachel, I echo what Rachel was saying.  It's our obligation as older women to pass the baton onto the next generation.  And one other comment I just wanted to make to the government of Australia, that women with disabilities of Australia is a very key component of our International Network of Women with Disabilities, and we are ‑‑ the network, everyone else is very aware that Australia is very supportive of women with disabilities, so thank you for that.

>> ERZSEBET FOLDESI: I would like to make some comment.  I think with regard to young people mainstreaming disability in the youth strategies, either on national, local or European or international level is very important, and then when I was preparing for the, for this meeting, I found that the United Nations is developing a system wide action plan on the youths and I think it's very important that the disability perspective is included in this youth action plan because that's the only way how we can be visible and actions can be expected from these strategies.  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: And to just add my thoughts to the sustainability, I think the mainstreaming with women's groups for women with disabilities is one key to insuring that we are able to sustain our own advocacy and positioning.  And even within our own disability organizations to insure that there is a women's branch, a women's chapter, women have high profile in the organization, role modeling is, oak, the greatest, as Myra said, way to bring and support young women.  So we might move to take a question from Canada and then after Canada there will be someone from Civil Society.  So Canada. 

CANADA:  I didn't realize I was Canada because somebody is here from the government also.  My name is Bonnie Rate and I'm with the Disabled Womens Network of Canada.  I want to thank everyone for what has been said.  I have a small announcement to make and then two questions.

The small announcement is that after this session we are inviting women with disabilities and leadership from all of the countries that are represented here to join us on the second floor in the lobby area as we are going to gather to discuss in more details our plans in terms of how we want to move forward in terms of a broad collective voice.  So that's at 6:00 on the second floor in the lobby.  That was initiated through the INWW lit serve so some people may have heard the announcement.  The second thing would be to bring a question to Ms. Fall, and the question, Ms. Fall would be really around what you have heard today and the many comments you have heard whether or not we can see going forward from UN Women a clear commitment around proportional representation and budgeting from UN Women with regard to the fact that more than half ‑‑ 500 million, rather half a billion women with disabilities occupy this planet in very clear terms a commitment from UN Women around budgeting and representation, and then the second question is for Mr. Rios, and really it's to comment first on the fact that the Fifth Conference of States Parties has clearly brought forward a clear snapshot of the situation that women with disabilities are facing.  And that this is being billed at this time only as an informal session.  Do you think that we could consider having a position from the Conference of States Parties that disability of women will be an issue of all Conference of States Parties going forward? 

>>>> MARYANNE DIAMOND:  We might answer the two questions, the first one about UN budgeting.

>> YASSINE FALL:  We had a meeting last week from the Organization of People with Disabilities and we went through a number of these issues including representation, including insuring that some of the resources of UN or programs that UN take provide specific attention in terms of access to resources for people with disabilities and it has been presented.  We did discuss, said that we are going to give it specific attention during our meeting in our senior management meeting.  So I think agreement was that we would get back to them.  So I don't think I'm able to give here any very specific answers in terms of numbers but I think this is something that UN Women is going to take at heart and we will make sure that we respond to all of the questions that were raised in terms of the presentation in the programs that we develop in terms of participation in the event.  This is very important to us.  It is not really some kind of diplomatic language, but our work is addressing inequality exclusion.  And we cannot do it without addressing the issues of women with disabilities so definitely this is something that we are going to take seriously and provide some specific answers to that.  But I don't think I can give you a (inaudible) of how much but I think we had a conversation with the executive Director and she promised to go back and go back to several of our programs and see how we can redesign how at country level we can provide specific answers.  I have also in my presentation explained and presented the concrete actions that UN Women has taken, we want to do much more than that and we will definitely give this very particular attention in terms of in our programming, in our invitations, in our partnership development to women with disabilities.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you for that.

(Applause).

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: We do look forward to working with you when you come back to us.  Carlos, the other question was directed to you about the Conference of States Parties and the role of women with disabilities.

>> CARLOS RIOS: I completely agree with you.  Thank you for the question.  I think that, again, women issues shouldn't be approached just sort of like in a special Conference.  It should be mainstreamed because every subject can be, of course, considered from the gender perspective and should be considered from a gender perspective.  This morning when we had the discussion of children, of course, there is a specificity of being a girl with disabilities, being a young woman with a disability.  There has to be also addressed, and so I completely agree with you, and the Convention itself should be or is ‑‑ all through it has a gender principle and equality for men and women with disabilities.  I agree with that, and I will advocate for it in all of the instances that I can.  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you.  We have two questions from Civil Society.

>> Good afternoon.  I'm the president and founder of Women Disabled and we are the cosponsors of the sisterly collaboration that we are trying to get together this evening at 6:00 after this session in the lounge upstairs.  We hope that he can in fact adopt a brief declaration of what I will call preliminary principles and we will come forward with a draft for that.  I would also like to direct everyone's attention to a report I coauthored with my colleague Hope Lewis on violence against women and girls with disabilities and I do reiterate and girls part.  And if anyone is interested in receiving a copy of that some 200 page report, please let me know.

And thirdly, just as a point of discussion, just to highlight how often girls and women with disabilities are not included in other programs and activities that are based on gender, under UN Security Council resolution 1325, the series of resolutions on women, peace and security, there has been a call for national action plans on women, peace and security and I have a forth coming law review Article that looked at a selected number of these plans and it was shocking whether a country did or did not ratify the CRPD.  It didn't seem to matter.  In almost all cases women with disabilities were never included in these national action plans.  So it doesn't only a disability national action plan that's important for us to include women and girls with disabilities, indeed many of the national action plans on disability don't even have specific references to women with disabilities, but we don't want to be, if you will, I hate the word, marginalized into disability national action plans but we also want to insure that the issues of concern to girls and women with disabilities are part of all of the agenda with respect to women in the world.  And I am pleased to hear of the openness of UN Women, but just please don't only have women with disabilities programs.  We need to be in all of the programming that's being undertaken by UN Women, and I hope that you will also work with us on a strategy to insure that situation such as the women, peace and security agenda include women with disabilities because I think most of us know that war in and of itself probably is one of the most significant recent causes of disability and the enhancement of existing disabilities.  Thank you for allowing me to make my statement.

(Applause).

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you, Stephanie and there is certainly a lot of yes's happening at the table at the table and I'm assuming nodding of heads in agreement.  We go to another Civil Society question.

Actually not from Civil Society but with the permanent organization of Israel to the UN.  Not sitting there but we have just ratified CRPD this week and we are very excited about that.  If I could use this opportunity to ask just a brief question, actually invite you maybe to if you co‑say specifically what would you think would be specific measures or concrete ideas that you would like us member states to be discussing and including in the resolutions that we are negotiating, whether it's in the General Assembly or the Economic and Social Council or whether we are talking about next year, the high level meeting that will be on disability and development.  We call to mainstream women everywhere we can.  But just would like to hear more about specific concerns that you would like to see sort of in writing.  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Who would like to respond?  Would anyone like to respond to this? 

>> RACHEL KACHAGE: Yes, I think the main issues that have been highlighted are to deal with the mainstreaming of disability because disability is a cross‑cutting issue.  So which means that all member states, they need to mainstream disability at all levels of the government.  I do not mean mainstreaming on paper only, but making sure there is a mechanism for addressing the issues which affect people with disabilities in general and in particular women with disabilities to take a deliberate effort to make sure that issues of women with disabilities are being highlighted.  You will find that in many of our governments, in our countries, women with disabilities when it comes to illiteracy levels they are very low because of different challenges that affected the women.  So there is need for the deliberate effort to make sure that policies at government level, they are inclusive of people with disabilities in general and in particular women with disabilities.  If the policies are not changed, are not inclusive, you will find that no matter what development agendas the governments may develop, still people with disabilities and women will still remain outside of the development agenda.  It is unless the policies change and are inclusive, then we will be talking about inclusive developmental or development which is inclusive.  So my call to all of the governments is to make sure that when they are talking of mainstreaming disability they should look at their policies in various countries, are the policies inclusive?  Are their laws protecting the rights of people with disabilities and women in particular?  If not, there is need for them to review the laws, to overhaul all of the laws and make sure that they are inclusive of people with disabilities and women in particular.  That's the way I look at it.  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you Rachel, and also to add to that I think it's about talking with consulting women with disabilities along the way, not just about what the resolution might say, but in order to form late the resolutions that you may put just as we encourage and lobby for consultation with people with disabilities.  We certainly think also women with disabilities for both mainstream women's issues as well as disability, and particularly leading up to the high level meeting next year and then the post MDG because as we know, they haven't been achieved because disability was invisible.  We might move to Jordan.  And after Jordan we don't have anyone else so if you would like a question, now is the time to put up your hand.

 JORDAN: I'm sorry I can't really reach the microphone.  I'm a bit too short.  I want to thank the panelists for the excellent interventions today.  It was really enlightening and informative.  I represent the higher council for persons with disabilities in Jordan.  My question is ‑‑ it's twofold really, it relates to women with disabilities and people with disabilities in general.  We know that the general assembly is currently reviewing and evaluating the Treaty Body system of the UN as a whole.  I'm just wondering in line with what you all are talking about mainstreaming women with disabilities issues and other issues of people with disabilities, do you think that there should be specific provisions for the participation of people with disabilities in the numerous treaties and conventions and the subcommittees or the enacting committees of those conventions and if so how will that be a topic of deliberation in the high level meeting.  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Who would like to respond?

>> CARLOS RIOS: Well, I think that now that they are looking to the ways in which the Treaty Body system should be strengthens, it would be important to see the procedures that are followed in the petitions that could be formulated to different committees.  As you know, Article 13 of the CRPD establishes that there should be procedural accommodation in order to make sure or ensure access to justice for persons with disabilities.  And I think that the UN system is not yet fully in compliance with that idea with how to make procedural accommodations for the different petitions that could be ‑‑ for example, for the CRPD itself.  And that goes also for other Treaty Bodies.

How can a person that is an indigenous from Guatemala or Mexico can fill up all of the requirements needed to put a petition in a committee?  So now that they are reviewing that, I think that should be something that should be looked upon and establish the accommodations needed for that purpose.

>> RACHEL KACHAGE: When we are talking the issue of reviewing treaties or reviewing policies, legislations, what we are saying is as people with disabilities we are saying we need to be consulted at all levels to have an put to all of the reviews that are taking place because if we are not consulted, then people will be drafting laws, they will be drafting policies which will not be accommodative, which will not be inclusive.  So the issue which we are trying to talk, to say here as the disability sector is we are ‑‑ there is a glowing began that says "Nothing About Us Without Us.  There is no way people can discuss about me without me being present.  How will you know about my needs?  It's when I'm involved.  So we are saying as my colleague is talking about to say they will be reviewing some treaties.  It is important that we consult the disability sector itself to have their input to the treaties to how should it be because if you develop yourself, you will be there to challenge whatever you have put in place, and it will be a waste of the resources and energy, but if we work together, I think things will go on well with us.  So the issue, the underlying key is working in partnership, working in consultation, one with the other.  If it is an issue to deal with a woman with a disability, call upon Rachel, she will come and tell you what she wants as a women with a disability.  If it is something to do with us, just call those people because they are their own experts in their own place.  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: Thank you.

(Applause).

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: We don't appear to have any more questions.  So we might draw the session to an end, and people will be finished early.  So they will be able to make their way to the second floor for the 6:00 gathering.

So I guess in closing yes, someone wanted to say something first, sorry.

>> MYRA KOVARY: Thank you, Maryanne, I'm sorry to interrupt your closing.  I just wanted also to acknowledge again the role of the department of economic and social affairs that I think they have a big part in coordinating what we are talking about and were very instrumental in making this panel happen today and I would like to thank them and appeal to them for their continued support as well.  Thank you.

>> MARYANNE DIAMOND: So today we have heard from five very good speakers.  We have heard about issues for women in the UN, and actions they have taken to include women with disabilities.  We have heard about the CRPD and the CEDAW and other instruments along with good practice examples in Africa we heard about issues which need to be overcome if we are to achieve equality for all in all Treaty Bodies.

We need to ‑‑ we heard questions but toward to us about how the UN and every Treaty Body is for everyone, not just for some, and we are not specially put into one pigeon hole CRPD.  We also heard a lot about violence, and the invisibility of violence for women with disabilities, and girls with disabilities and how the need to have this addressed in mainstream, and the perpetrators dealt with if we are ever going to achieve equality and independence.

And we also heard a lot of very good questions, suggestions, good practice from all of you.  So we will prepare a document from, with the conclusions of this session today which will be presented tomorrow morning by my colleague from IDA, Regina to the plenary session, and a copy of everyone who has spoken today paper will be on the ENABLE website.  So I would like to thank all of the presenters.  I would like to thank all of the participants, and thank you, everyone, for your interest and participation in this most important issue.  This will not be the first and last session on this topic let me assure you.  Thank you, everyone.

(Applause).

