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Check against delivery
Excellencies,

Distinguished ladies and Gentlemen,

Sierra Leone is delighted to be part of this stock taking event and finds the theme “Enabling Development: Realizing the CRPD through Participation, Employment and International Cooperation” relevant and timely.

I congratulate you and the other members of the Bureau on your election and assure you of my delegation’s fullest support and cooperation. I thank the Secretary-General for his comprehensive reports entitled:  “Status of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol thereto”, and “Realizing the Millennium Development Goals and other internationally agreed development goals for persons with disabilities”. We fully welcome the two reports.

Sierra Leone is committed to advancing the human rights and living conditions of persons with disabilities and has demonstrated that commitment by signing and ratifying the CRPD.   We have also taken the following concrete measures to further demonstrate that commitment since we ratified the Convention in July, 2009:
1) The enactment of the Persons with Disability Act 2011 that proscribes discrimination on the basis of  disability; enables persons with disabilities to seek redress in the courts  if they suffer infraction. The Act also mainstreams disability issues into institutional frameworks ;
2) The establishment of the National Human Rights Commission, which is responsible for monitoring the implementation of the CRPD pending the establishment of the National Commission for Persons with Disabilities as stipulated in the Persons with Disability Act 2011;
3) The Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs is mandated to look into issues relating to the welfare of persons with disabilities;
4) The setting up of a Steering Committee to plan and coordinate nationwide activities on disability issues;
5) With support from organizations such as the Leonard Cheshire Foundation and Handicap International, we now have a limb-fitting hospital that takes care of the social and economic rehabilitation of the war wounded and amputees;
6) In order to promote access to quality education,  Government has set aside grant-in-aid for disabled students;
7) Homes are still being built for the war wounded and amputees in line with the TRC recommendation;
We are gathered here today not only to review progress towards the implementation of the Convention but also to identify gaps and challenges that have slowed down the process of implementation. People with disabilities, we are all aware, are more likely to be deprived, poor and lack access to good social, health, education and employment opportunities. It is therefore our collective responsibility to address the issues of discrimination and stigmatization if we are to correct the problems affecting them, such as poverty, exclusion and marginalisation from civil and political processes and their inability to speak on issues affecting their lives.

For our part in Sierra Leone, we shall endeavour, as a way of consolidating the gains achieved so far, by further undertaking the following measures:

· Strengthen the capacity of the relevant Ministry with a view to empowering it to effectively collaborate with other stakeholders such as Non-Governmental Organizations, Faith-based Organizations and other partners from the civil society in implementing policies and laws relating to the inclusion of persons with disabilities in development efforts;
· Facilitate advocacy and information, education and communication to ensure positive change of attitude towards persons with disabilities at all levels;
· Increase the provision of social services to persons with disabilities;
It is our fervent hope that at the end of this Fourth Session, we all would have made a new commitment towards the implementation of the Convention. We must advocate for increased recognition and the protection of their human rights. We must use the CRC and CEDAW to ensure that children and women with disabilities are protected from discrimination, abuse and all forms of exploitation. I have no doubt that our collaborative efforts will yield dividends in our endeavour to ensure their inclusion and participation in development efforts.

Sierra Leone would also like to see concrete actions taken in the area of resource mobilization to support the good practices initiated in our respective countries and to see them replicated elsewhere.

As we prepare to celebrate another International Day of Persons with Disabilities on 3rd December, 2011 under the theme “Together for a better world for all: Including persons with disabilities in development”, and for the 2012 High-Level meeting on disability and development, may each of us have the courage to let a disabled person take us by the hand and lead us to the future: where fears are confronted, shame banished and hope kept alive. For together, we can combat discrimination, abuse and exploitation and make the world fit for persons with disabilities the world over.

Let me conclude by thanking the organizers of this Fourth Session. May its outcome further inspire us all not to relent in our struggle for human dignity and improvement of the situation of persons with disabilities in our respective societies.

I thank you for your attention.


