Mr. Chairman,
It gives me great pleasure to share with you today the progress Jordan has made with regards to implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

The Higher Council for the Affairs of Persons with Disabilities (hereinafter referred to as HCD) has defined national strategic priorities to include:  early detection and early intervention, inclusive education, economic empowerment, deinstitutionalization, accessibility and advocacy.  I will outline the role of technical assistance and international cooperation in progressing some of these issues, as well as Jordan’s most pressing challenges and need for further assistance in the coming years.

The HCD has supported the government in ensuring that the quality of services provided for children with intellectual disabilities complies with international standards.  With the kind support of the Government of the United Kingdom, Jordan was able to produce general accreditation standards for special education services, as well as specialized accreditation standards for programmes related to intellectual disabilities, autism, and diagnostic services.  A national monitoring system was created based on these standards, and we were gradually able to standardise the quality of such services throughout the Kingdom.  A comprehensive training programme was launched to help organizations comply with these standards, and national funding allocated to special education programmes gradually became dependant on the performance of these organizations in this regard.

On a parallel track, the HCD has also recently evaluated a mutual programme implemented with the Ministry of Education and the Madrasati (“My School”) Initiative to ensure the right of children with disabilities to inclusive education.  The evaluation reports have indicated that we still have a long a challenging road ahead.  The HCD has also recently joined forces with UNESCO and the ministry to help children with hearing impairments and disabilities better perform in classrooms via a training programme targeting teachers and supervisors; one that focuses on the use and techniques of sign-language interpretation in learning. 

One of our principal achievements in the past year was the inauguration of the first group home which helped deinstitutionalize 12 young adults with mild intellectual disabilities.  This pilot project was launched in the governorate of Karak, south of the Kingdom. Despite the novelty of the concept to Jordanian communities, we are proud to announce that 8 out of 12 were able to find jobs in the open labour market.  We are grateful for the support of the USAID, our partner in this programme, and to our collaboration with the New York-based YAI Network for providing the technical and financial assistance to this important initiative.  The programme also included providing support to improving services in the Jerash Institute for Rehabilitation, one of the largest institutions in the Kingdom, as well as working on improving services in two diagnostic centres.

With regard to advocacy, and with the support of the USAID, more than 20  persons with disabilities and supporting civil society groups were able to organize themselves launching the Takafo’ Campaign, which aimed at ensuring equal participation of persons with disabilities in the parliamentary elections, last year. With the support of HCD, the campaign succeeded in ensuring that polling stations were made accessible, and that persons with visual, hearing or physical disabilities were allowed to vote through a personal assistant ensuring their independence. The integrity and equality of Jordanians with disabilities is also crucial to us, which is why we have advocated tirelessly amending article 6(4) of the Jordanian Constitution, which focuses on the family being the basic unit of society protected by law. We have succeeded in adding a phrase which stipulates that the law must “reinforce the rights of persons with disabilities”, as members of the Jordan family. 
With regard to early detection and early intervention, the HCD has launched a pilot project to build the capacity of medical staff in areas related to early detection.  However, Jordan still requires further support in the following areas:  diagnosis and introducing national system for classification; creating national toolkits for early detection and early intervention; building a pool of national trainers in these areas, and reaching out to all new mothers and raising their awareness of various developmental milestones.

The area of inclusive employment also continues to be one of the most challenging. Technical and financial support to build the capacity of HCD staff and introduce programmes which will help mobilize the private sector towards further inclusion is most welcome.

We are also proud to announce that a group of four young Jordanian students have won third place in the Microsoft Imagine Cup award for creating an affordable system to facilitate the use of computers for persons with quadriplegia. More information on this achievement will be summarized in the side event on Accessible Information and Communications Technologies (ICTs) and Current Initiatives which will be held on Thursday, 8 September at 3 pm. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, we meet once again at the headquarters of this global organization and it behooves me to observe, having spent the greater part of 16 years here, that I have very rarely come across any UN official with a notable disability, certainly not among the senior staff.  While most of us, the states parties, are not yet perfect examples of this -- knowing how we all could do much more to ensure equal employment opportunities for those with disabilities -- we are all working at it, trying to improve.  We should therefore also encourage the UN to begin to reflect, in its staffing structure, the complex world it represents.  However, our encouragement (should we agree on this point) should then not simply come in the form of words, but also in making available subsequently the funds such a change would require.  

I thank you all for your attention.
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