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Thank you very much, Madame Chair. 

The European Union welcomes the holding of the fourth Conference of the States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and thanks the Bureau and United Nations colleagues for the efforts that went into organizing it. 
It is a pleasure to update this meeting on steps taking within the European Union to implement and give full effect to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which is of particular importance to the EU and is the first international human rights treaty to which the EU has become a party,on 22 January 2011. 
To date, 18 out of 27 EU Member States have ratified the Convention. The remaining nine Member States are in the process of doing so and the EU encourages and supports them to complete their procedures.

In order to advance with the implementation of the Convention, the European Commission adopted on 15 November 2010 the European Disability strategy for the years 2010-2020. It marks a renewal of the EU's commitment to improve the situation of citizens with disabilities. 

The Strategy sets clear objectives to remove the barriers for persons with disabilities in their everyday life. 

Specific measures over the next decade are clustered around eight priority areas dealing with (1) Accessibility, (2) Participation, (3) Equality, (4) Employment, (5) Education and training, (6) Social protection, (7) Health, and (8) External Action. 

While the main responsibility for many of the areas - such as education, healthcare, or employment - is with the Member States, the EU institutions and the EU Member States will work together under the Strategy to build a barrier-free Europe for all.

Accessibility is therefore at the core of the Strategy. Accessibility to the physical environment, to transport and to information and communication, is a precondition for persons with disabilities to be able to enjoy the rights that are enshrined in the UN Convention. 

Since 2008, the European Commission together with the European Disability High level group, publishes (also on the internet) an annual report on the implementation of the Convention in the EU. The report not only shows the progress achieved, but is also a source of inspiration, and an opportunity to learn for all. 

This year's report focuses on three crucial areas for persons with disabilities: education, employment and poverty. We have published data on the gap in these areas between persons with and those without disabilities and have identified a number of measures to improve their situation under the key EU policy instrument Europe 2020. The EU will continue to monitor progress by improving the collection of statistics and the development of indicators.
The effective implementation of the Convention requires the putting in place of a proper governance structure. This process is ongoing in the EU, but some Member States have advanced more than others. To support the proper implementation of Article 33 of the UNCRPD, since 2010, the Commission has organized an annual Work Forum. It brings together representatives of European focal points within governments and coordination mechanisms as well as representatives of the existing independent mechanisms and of course representatives of civil society. The latter category comprises persons with disabilities and their organizations but also human rights institutions and services providers. 

The publicly available Report on the 2010 Work Forum provides examples of good practices such as: effective methods of involvement and consultation, action plans which work across ministries, legislative instruments and multi annual funding programs.
The changes that the Convention requires can only become a reality when a number of key policy and legal instruments are put in place. To that end, we are preparing an online tool that will contain links to those key instruments, at EU level and in the Member States. The tool will provide an overview of 44 key instruments for the implementation of the UN Convention, relating to the relevant general legal framework, accessibility legislation and standards, independent living, education, employment, statistics and data collection, awareness raising and external action.

The tool will provide a quick overview of the progress achieved in the implementation of the Convention, and it will contain essential information and examples to serve as inspiration to those that are in the process of developing or improving their policy and legal framework to implement the Convention. 
Madame Chair,

This sharing of information on good practice is also an essential element of the EU's international development cooperation. The information tools that I just mentioned can be valuable to assist the global implementation of the Convention. We are happy that Roundtable 1 here will enable us to give particular attention to this aspect of our cooperation. 

Thank you. 
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