SIDE EVENT

National and Regional Disability Strategies as Tools for Implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
8 September 2011

Conference Room C
6.15pm-7.30pm
Moderator: Connie Laurin-Bowie, Inclusion International

Speakers: 

· Dr. Eilionóir Flynn, Centre for Disability Law and Policy, National University of Ireland Galway

· Harvey Goldberg, Canadian Human Rights Commission

· Anne Hawker, Rehabilitation International

· Roseweter Mudarikwa, African Decade of Persons with Disabilities

· Janet Lord, Research Associate, Harvard Law School Project on Disability

· Professor Ron McCallum, Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Issues to be addressed: 

This interactive discussion will address the role of National and Regional Disability Strategies or Action Plans in implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at grassroots level. Success factors for ensuring that national and regional strategies can be effective mechanisms for domestic implementation of the Convention will be discussed, including:

· Leadership from government and community actors

· Participation of people with disabilities in drafting, implementing and monitoring strategies

· Positive legal obligations and funding programmes to underpin the policy commitments of a strategy

· Transparency and accountability in reporting on progress 

· Independent monitoring and review of strategies by external actors

The panellists will highlight examples of best practice and lessons learned from a number of countries and regions in developing Disability Strategies. Following the panel discussion, a recently published book on National Disability Strategies: Flynn, E. From Rhetoric to Action: Implementing the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press, 2011) will be officially launched by Professor Ron McCallum, Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

