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Statement by Aleksandra Posarac, Lead Economist and Team Leader for Disability and Development:
Mr Chairman:

As an institution whose mission is to fight poverty, World Bank considers disability a profoundly important development issue. 
With more than one billion people worldwide living with some form of disability, and between 110-200 million leaving with very significant difficulties in functioning it is vital that they are enabled to live to their full potential, with equitable access to health, education, employment, and other essential services, and empowered to participate fully in the mainstream of their communities. 

People with disabilities face a range of barriers that limit their functioning and prevent their participation in social and economic life. These barriers include: negative attitudes inaccessible environment, inadequate standards, services, and funding for those services; and too little data and analysis for evidence based, efficient and effective policies. The impact of these barriers often results in less education, poor health, smaller wages and salaries, and comparatively higher poverty and economic dependency for disabled people. 
Removing the barriers to functioning and participation of persons with disabilities must therefore be an integral part of all development efforts to ensure that we all leave to up to our pledge to inclusive development. 
The World Bank includes disability in its development work in education, health, nutrition, transport, infrastructure, social safety nets, jobs and pensions, education, post-conflict, and natural disasters. These are some of the areas that are vital to address people’s disabilities in a more holistic, cross-sectoral way. As a result, we have projects with disability components underway in most of our client countries throughout the world.
For example, in our China Liaoning Urban Transport, which improves urban transport systems, we used public meetings and field tests with disabled beneficiaries to guide the design of roads. These public meetings were so successful that in one of the five participating cities, local government and disability organizations now meet each year evaluate progress in pedestrian transportation projects and also review and guide new work on the project.

The Bangladesh Disability and Children at Risk Project is an example of a standalone project that helps to expand the coverage, use, and quality of social care services for people with disabilities and vulnerable children as a means of promoting equity and social inclusion.

In the Second Rwanda Demobilization and Reintegration Project, the World Bank and the Rwandan government put special emphasis on post-war reintegration support for vulnerable beneficiary groups such as women, children, and people with severe disabilities. 

The World Bank also supports “Universal Design” in its projects to improve accessibility for people with disabilities for both new construction and for the refurbishment of existing infrastructure. 
In our work on strengthening health systems, we place special emphasis on policies to improve access to good quality health services. We also work on the prevention, care, and treatment of diseases such as diabetes and obesity, cancers, and cardiovascular diseases, which can severely affect people’s lives.

Our education work continues to address disability through the World Bank Group’s newly adopted 10-year “Learning for All” Education Strategy. Learning for all means ensuring that all students, not just the most privileged or gifted, acquire the knowledge and skills they need to live happy and productive lives, and have the knowledge and skills that they need. This goal will require lowering the barriers that keep girls, people with disabilities, and ethno-linguistic minorities from attaining as much education as other population groups. 

The majority of our social protection projects include people with disabilities: from development of targeted social assistance systems, to pension system development to disability assessment systems and unemployment support programs.  Two thirds of our social fund projects include disability.

In June 2009 the World Bank and the World Health Organization launched the World Report on Disability, the first ever such report that provides best available evidence on the social and economic status of persons with disabilities, analyzes barriers they face and provides recommendations for the way forward in implementing the CRPD at the national and international levels.

Let me talk about finance for a minute. The World Bank administers a special Japanese development fund called the Policy and Human Resources Development, or the PHRD. It has a special disability window for $40M over three years to support integrating disability into existing World Bank lending.  To be eligible, a country must have signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).  Our experience so far, indicates a very strong interest from our client countries in accessing these grants. The first two grants have recently been awarded to Morocco and Romania.
Implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities requires that national governments, development agencies, disabled people organizations and civil society organizations work together. We firmly believe that partnerships have enormous value.   

The World Bank co-hosts the Disability and Development Donor Forum that includes all major bilateral and multilateral development agency with the objective of fostering international cooperation for the implementation of the Convention. 

The World Bank is one of the founders (together with Italy, Finland and Norway) of the Global Partnership for Disability and Development, a global forum that contributes greatly to the communication between countries, development agencies, and disabled persons organizations.

We also recognize that we need to do more. We should not miss a single opportunity to empower and include people with disabilities in the mainstream of our communities and economies.

