UNEDITED CART TRANSCRIPT

UN WOMEN

PATIENCE W. STEVENS, OFFICER IN CHARGE

INTERGOVERNMENTAL SUPPORT DIVISION

>> THANK YOU VERY MUCH, MR. CHAIR, AND THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THIS BODY TODAY, AND I APOLOGIZE ON BEHALF OF THE PERSON WHO SHOULD HAVE BEEN HERE WHO WAS CALLED OFF URGENTLY AND THEREFORE COULDN'T MAKE IT IN.

SO I'M STANDING HERE, OR STANDING IN, TO PROVIDE A CONTEXT ABOUT HOW U.N. WOMEN IS WORKING TOWARDS ENSURING THE INCORPORATION AND RESPECT FOR THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN ITS WORK.

AS YOU PROBABLY KNOW, U.N. WOMEN WAS ESTABLISHED BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 64‑289 IN JULY LAST YEAR AND SINCE THEN, U.N. WOMEN HAS BEEN WORKING TO FLESH OUT ITS AREAS OF FOCUS, ITS AREAS OF EMPHASIS, AND HAS JUST IN JUNE HAS A STRATEGIC PLAN DEVELOPED AND APPROVED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR THE FUNCTIONING OF U.N. WOMEN.

NOW, THE WORK OF U.N. WOMEN COVERS ALL AREAS RELATED TO THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN AND GIRLS, AND PROMOTING OPPORTUNITIES, EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES, FOR THEM IN SOCIETY.

NOW, WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, WE ARE ALL AWARE THAT WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES FACE PARTICULARLY DIFFICULT SITUATIONS IN ALL AREAS.

IN THAT RESPECT, U.N. WOMEN HAS IDENTIFIED SEVERAL FOCUS AREAS, WHICH I SHOULD MENTION ARE PARTICULARLY RELEVANT TO THE CONCERNS AND THE ISSUES RELATED TO THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

AMONG THESE, VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, WHICH WE KNOW IS PARTICULARLY PROBLEMATIC IN THE SITUATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

THE AREA OF PEACE AND SECURITY, WAR, AND ALL FORMS OF CONFLICT TEND TO AFFECT PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES DISPROPORTIONATELY, AND U.N. WOMEN IS AWARE OF THIS, AND IS DOING EVERYTHING TO ENSURE THAT THIS IS INCORPORATED IN THIS MAJOR PRIORITY AREA FOR U.N. WOMEN.

LEADERSHIP AND PARTICIPATION.

TOO OFTEN WE ASSUME THAT PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES CANNOT RISE TO THE SAME LEVELS THAT OTHER PEOPLE DO, BUT U.N. WOMEN IS FULLY AWARE THAT THIS AREA OF WORK NEEDS EMPHASIS, AND THEREFORE, THIS AREA WILL ALSO BE MAINSTREAMED WITH THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS ‑‑ THIS AREA, WHICH IS THE PROMOTION OF LEADERSHIP AND PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN, WILL ALSO PAY PARTICULAR ATTENTION, OF COURSE, TO THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

A MAJOR AREA OF FOCUS FOR U.N. WOMEN IS ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT, THE ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN, AND IN THIS AREA IN PARTICULAR, U.N. WOMEN IS TAKING A LEAD WITHIN THE U.N. SYSTEM.

WE RECOGNIZE THAT THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES MUST BE INCLUDED IN THIS AREA.

THEY MUST BE AFFORDED THE SAME OPPORTUNITIES, AND WE MUST RECOGNIZE THE SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES THAT RESULT IN THEIR ALIENATION AND THEIR EXCLUSION IN OUR WORK.

AND, OF COURSE, IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE ALL THIS, WE HAVE TO ENSURE THAT NATIONAL BUDGETS APPROPRIATELY ALLOCATED TO ADDRESS THESE ISSUES IN AN EQUITABLE WAY.

NOW, U.N. WOMEN HAS INDICATED THAT IT WILL HAVE UNIVERSAL RELEVANCE, STRATEGIC PRESENCE.

THAT'S WHAT WE HAVE SAID, STRATEGIC PRESENCE IN THE SENSE THAT WHERE TO BE LOCATED WITH RESPECT TO COUNTRIES IS YET TO BE DETERMINED BASED ON ONGOING CONSULTATIONS AND BUDGETARY ISSUES, BUT ISSUES ARE RELEVANT TO COUNTRIES IN THE SOUTH AS THEY ARE TO COUNTRIES IN THE NORTH, AND IN THAT RESPECT I ALSO WANT TO SAY IT'S AS RELEVANT TO WOMEN FROM MY PART OF THE WORLD, FROM GHANA, AS IT IS TO A WOMAN IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

ON THAT BASIS, I DO WANT TO SAY THAT U.N. WOMEN HAS RECOGNIZED THAT IN ORDER TO ADDRESS THESE ISSUES EFFECTIVELY, IT HAS TO WORK IN PARTNERSHIP, HAS TO WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH DONORS, IT HAS TO WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PRIVATE SECTOR.

IT HAS TO WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH CIVIL SOCIETY.

AND IN THAT RESPECT IN PARTICULAR, WE RECOGNIZE THAT OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH CIVIL SOCIETY IN THE AREA OF ACHIEVING OR PROMOTING THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES WILL BE PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT.

SO I WANT TO END ON THE POINT THAT WE RECOGNIZE, U.N. WOMEN RECOGNIZES THIS TO BE AN IMPORTANT AREA.

IT'S NOT JUST AN IMPORTANT AREA WHICH CAUSES PARTICULAR DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS.

IT'S ALSO AN OPPORTUNITY TO ADVANCE THE SITUATION OF WOMEN AND GIRLS WHO HAVE BEEN DISADVANTAGED ONLY BECAUSE OF DISABILITIES THAT THEY CAN RISE ABOVE, IF GIVEN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES.

SO I THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

