UNEDITED CART TRANSCRIPT

OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR

HUMAN RIGHTS

IVAN SIMONOVIC, ASSISTANT SECRETARY‑GENERAL

>> MR. CHAIRMAN, EXCELLENCIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
THE THEME OF THIS CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS AN UNDERLYING MOTIVE OF HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES THAT DEVELOPMENT CREATES CONDITIONS FOR THE FULL ENJOYMENT OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS AND THAT THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IS AN UNDERLYING CONDITION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

I PARTICULARLY WELCOME THE THEME OF THIS YEAR AS WE CELEBRATE THE 25th ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION OF THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT AND PREPARE FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HIGH LEVEL MEETING ON DISABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT IN 2012, AS ALREADY MENTIONED BY MY COLLEAGUE STELZER.

ENSURING INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION THAT IS INCLUSIVE OF AND ACCESSIBLE TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES PROVIDE THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT FOR ALL.

ALLOW ME TO MAKE SOME SPECIFIC REMARKS ON THE ISSUE OF PARTICIPATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN POLITICAL AND PUBLIC LIFE THE SUBJECT OF TOMORROW MORNING'S PANEL.

THE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN POLITICAL AND PUBLIC LIFE IS A GOAL IN ITSELF, AND IT ALSO SERVES AS A MEANS OF ACHIEVING OTHER RIGHTS IN THE CONVENTION.

IT CONFRONTS THE INVISIBILITY THAT PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES HAVE OFTEN FACED, AND IN MANY CASES STILL DO, AND IT PROVIDES AN AVENUE TO EMPOWER PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

AT ITS SIMPLE LEVEL, IT PROTECTS THE RIGHT TO VOTE FOR ALL IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR DISABILITY, MORE BROADLY PROMOTES PARTICIPATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND REPRESENTATIVE ORGANIZATIONS IN BROADER DECISION‑MAKING PROCESSES, INCLUDING DECISIONS THAT ARE DIRECTLY RELATED TO DEVELOPMENT.

THE CONVENTION GUARANTEES THIS RIGHT, AND SETS UP THE STEPS FOR THE STATES TO MAKE IT A REALITY.

HOWEVER, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES STILL DO NOT ENJOY FULL POLITICAL PARTICIPATION ON AN EQUAL BASIS WITH OTHERS.

REALIZING THIS RIGHT REQUIRES A RANGE OF SOLUTIONS, FROM BETTER LAWS AND POLICIES TO ENSURING RESPECT FOR LEGAL CAPACITY WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION, SUPPORT FOR DECISION MAKING, AND THE PROMOTION OF ACCESSIBILITY.

I HOPE THAT DISCUSSIONS TOMORROW WILL PROVIDE A USEFUL EXCHANGE OF GOOD PRACTICES FROM DIFFERENT REGIONS TO ADDRESS THESE ISSUES.

EARLIER THIS YEAR, THE HIGH COMMISSIONER BEGAN A PROCESS OF CONSULTATION WITH STATES, CIVIL SOCIETY, NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS AND THE U.N. IN RELATION TO PARTICIPATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN POLITICAL AND PUBLIC LIFE.

THE RESULT OF THAT CONSULTATION WILL FEED INTO HIGH COMMISSIONER'S FOURTH THEMATIC STUDY ON CRPD TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL.

THE PROCEEDINGS OF THIS CONFERENCE WILL PROVIDE A SIGNIFICANT SOURCE OF INFORMATION FOR THAT REPORT.

I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK THE MANY STATES, CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS, AND NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS THAT HAVE ALREADY CONTRIBUTED TO THE STUDY, AND I ENCOURAGE ALL OF YOU TO MAKE SUBMISSIONS TO OHCHR BY 15th OF OCTOBER.

MR. CHAIRPERSON, THE CONFERENCE PROVIDES A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR DIALOGUE WITH THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

THE COMMITTEE PLAYS AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN IMPLEMENTING THE CONVENTION.

IT PROVIDES STATE PARTIES WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS WITH INDEPENDENT EXPERTS FROM DIFFERENT REGIONS ON SUCCESSES AND CHALLENGES TO THE IMPLEMENTATION.

THROUGH FURTHER DIALOGUE AND CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS STATES CAN PROGRESSIVELY IMPROVE THEIR IMPLEMENTATION OVER TIME.

DIALOGUE BETWEEN THIS CONFERENCE AND THE COMMITTEE IS AN INNOVATION.

WE ARE STARTING IT FOR THE FIRST TIME, AND IT SHOULD HELP STATES IN IMPLEMENTATION WITH PROGRESSING THE COMMITTEE'S WORK.

I HOPE THIS DIALOGUE WILL DEEPEN IN FUTURE YEARS.

BEFORE CLOSING, LET ME HIGHLIGHT THE IMPORTANCE THAT WE ATTACH TO PARTICIPATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND REPRESENTATIVE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE WORK OF OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS.

OFFICE CONSULTS WITH REPRESENTATIVE ORGANIZATIONS ON A SYSTEMATIC BASIS.

WE BELIEVE THIS TO BE ON MUTUAL BENEFIT.

IT OFFERS PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES A VOICE IN OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER BENEFITS GREATLY FROM THE EXPERTISE OF CIVIL SOCIETY.

WE ALSO BENEFIT FROM OUR CLOSE PARTNERSHIP WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS WITHIN THE JOINT SECRETARY YACHT, WHICH IS A GOOD WAY TO COMBINE STRENGTHS, SHARE RESPONSIBILITIES, AND PROVIDE OPTIMAL SUPPORT TO STATES, CIVIL SOCIETY, AND NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS IN IMPLEMENTING THIS HIGHLY IMPORTANT CONVENTION.

ALLOW ME TO CONCLUDE BY SAYING THAT 2011 HAS BEEN AN IMPORTANT YEAR IN THE LIFE OF THE CONVENTION, PARTICULARLY AS WE EXCEEDED THE MILESTONE OF 100 RATIFICATIONS, WHICH IS AN IMPRESSIVE STEP TOWARDS UNIVERSAL RATIFICATION, WHICH SHOULD BE OUR GOAL.

THE WORLD REPORT RECENTLY HAS PROVIDED IMPORTANT NEW RELEVANT DATA, AND I TRUST THAT THE NEXT THREE DAYS WILL PROVIDE FRUITFUL EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCES BETWEEN STATES, CIVIL SOCIETY REPRESENTATIVES, MEMBERS OF THE CRPD COMMITTEE, AND OTHER EXPERTS.

I WISH YOU VERY SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE, AND FURTHER ADVANCE IN ENSURING FULFILLMENT OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ALL PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

THANK YOU.

