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THANK YOU, MR. CHAIR.

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK U.N. DESA FOR THE KIND INVITATION TO TAKE PART IN ROUNDTABLE 1 ON INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION.

TODAY I WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF RESPONSIBILITY RELATED TO DISABILITY INCLUSIVE INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND CONCOMITANT ELEMENTS.

MY OBSERVATIONS ARE ONLY PARTIAL, AND DERIVED FROM MY EXPERIENCE LISTENING TO THE PARTNERS AT THE GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR DISABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT, THE GPDD.

FIRST, FROM A PRACTICAL POINT OF VIEW, AND INSURING DISABILITY INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION SEEMS TO BE THE CASE OF SHARED RESPONSIBILITY BETWEEN RECIPIENTS AND DONORS.

IN SEVERAL LOCATIONS WE HAVE RECOGNIZED THAT THERE IS NO ENTITY THAT CAN ACHIEVE THE GOAL OF EQUALITY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ON ITS OWN, BUT RATHER AN INTERCONNECTED NETWORK OF ACTORS IS REQUIRED TO REACH THE GOAL.

GOVERNMENT MUST BE ACCOUNTABLE FOR INCREASE IN DOMESTIC INVESTMENT TOWARDS A DISABILITY INCLUSIVE SOCIETY, ALLOCATING RESOURCES WHERE THEY ARE MOST NEEDED, AND PUTTING IN PLACE AN ENABLING ENVIRONMENT.

RECIPROCALLY, DONOR SUPPORT SHOULD BE LONG‑TERM AND PREDICTABLE.

IF IT IS TO PRODUCE A REAL IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES LIVING IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

SOMETIMES, AGENCIES ARE IN A HURRY TO MEET TARGETS AND DISBURSE MONEY.

ALSO QUICK WINNERS AND OTHER INCONSISTENCIES ARE RECOMMENDED AS A RESORT TO ELICIT MORE DONOR SUPPORT.

UNFORTUNATELY EVEN ATTRACTIVE THESE MECHANISMS COULD AFFECT PROGRAM PERFORMANCE IN A NEGATIVE WAY.

DISABILITY AWARENESS RAISES MORE AMONG DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS AND MORE FUNDS ARE DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE, AT LEAST AGENCIES AND DONOR COUNTRIES SHOULD OBSERVE THE CRPD IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH RECIPIENT COUNTRIES, AND REFRAIN FROM DISCRIMINATING DISABLED PEOPLE EXTRATERRITORIALLY DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY IN A CONSISTENT WAY, PARTICULARLY INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES SHOULD AVOID INVOLVEMENT IN PROCESSES WHICH HAVE NEW BARRIERS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

IN THAT REGARD, WE OBSERVE PROGRESS, BUT MORE AWARENESS IS NEEDED.

SECONDLY, TO SPEED PROGRESS, BOTH RECIPIENT AND DONORS SHOULD MAKE A SUSTAINED EFFORT TO COORDINATE THEIR ACTIONS AND EXPLORE INNOVATIVE APPROACHES MORE OFTEN.

ALSO, DISABILITY INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT IS A NEW SUBJECT THAT AS SUCH MAY ENTAIL UNCERTAIN OUTCOMES.

INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL CIVIL SERVANTS SOMETIMES ARE INFLUENCED BY A TRADITION THAT EMPHASIZES CAUTION, LIMITING INNOVATION THROUGH EQUATING RISK WITH DANGER OR POTENTIAL FOR ERROR.

MOREOVER, THE ISSUE OF MANAGING RISK OFTEN BECOMES AVOIDING RISK, WHICH ALSO IMPLIES AVOIDING INNOVATION.

BUT RISK TAKEN IS A NECESSITY TO ADVANCE PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES WORLDWIDE.

AT AN INSTITUTIONAL LEVEL DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS SHOULD ASSUME RISK AS AN THE OPPORTUNITY FOR LEARNING ABOUT DISABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT.

THERE ARE SOME GOOD INITIATIVES AND GOOD EXAMPLES OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION THAT GPDD EXPECTS TO COLLECT IN OUR MAIN MEETING NEXT SEPTEMBER IN ARGENTINA IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ECONOMIES OF ARGENTINA.

FINALLY IT IS COMMON KNOWLEDGE WE'RE MOVING TOWARD A SYSTEM OF DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE THAT EMPOWERS RECIPIENT COUNTRIES TO SET THEIR OWN PRIORITIES FOR FUNDING.

HOWEVER, DEMAND DRIVEN DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY DRIVEN DEVELOPMENT APPROACHES MUST BE SUPPLEMENTED BY HUMAN RIGHTS AND SOCIAL PROTECTION MECHANISMS TO EFFECTIVELY INCLUDE THE SPECIFIC NEEDS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

THIS IS BECAUSE WE, DISABLED PEOPLE, ARE NOT OFTEN CONSIDERED AS PARTNERS IN DEVELOPMENT.

ENSURING FULL VOICE AND PARTICIPATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IS THE FIRST PRE‑CONDITION TO TRANSLATE COMMITMENTS INTO PRACTICE, TO PROMOTE DISABILITY INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION.

THANK YOU.

