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Thank you for this opportunity to talk about the work I carry out in relation to international cooperation and the Convention.  I am able to bring you examples from the four different roles I have.  I will  briefly describe my roles, and then give examples of the type of holistic international cooperation I advocate for.

Firstly, I work with an international development organisation who is one of the 23 members the International Disability and Development Consortium.  My role is a Global Disability Advisor, based in the UK.

Secondly, I am a member of my National Human Rights Institution’s dedicated disability committee, specializing in human rights and international work.

Thirdly, I am an independent advisor to the UK government on disability issues.

And lastly, I have been nominated as the UK candidate to run for the Convention’s committee election next year.

My interpretation of Article 32 is aligned to that of the International Disability and Development Consortium, in as much as it interprets international cooperation in its widest possible sense. 

I urge all forms of international cooperation between, for example: disabled people’s organisations and their members, non-governmental organisations at national, regional and global levels, Member States, National Human Rights Institutions, human rights groups, bilateral donors, the private sector, faith groups, universities and research academies, professional associations and United Nations agencies to name a few.

For example, in my work with the UK National Human Rights Institution, we chair the European Working Group for the Convention, and as such, share good practice and knowledge to improve our monitoring of the Convention across European institutions and with their counterpart across the International Coordinating Committee.  This also includes the mentoring of newer members of the European Union.

I also support DPOs in developing countries to collaborate in the south-south context. For example, my organisation supported a sub-regional African workshop for Member States, National Human Rights Institutions, and civil society on the practical implementation of the Convention.

Now I will describe what I see to be the eleven key ‘ingredients’ to ensure holistic inclusive development and international cooperation: 

· The inclusion of persons with disabilities in the development of a programme’s lifecycle: its design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation.  
· The participation of persons with disabilities in all activities, which may include taking positive action and providing reasonable accommodation.  

· Accessible planning and design of any new development cooperation projects, including adequate budgeting. 

· Promoting rights-based development  and a multidirectional geopolitical understanding of “development”, from south to north, north to south, south to south etc.  

· Supporting development initiatives that are accessible, free from barriers and thus do not exclude persons with disabilities.  

· Establishment of the principles of accessibility and inclusion as cross-cutting obligations.  

· Clear criteria for development projects related to inclusiveness and accessibility. 

· A firm commitment to non-discrimination of persons with disabilities.  

· The application of national standards and laws related to accessibility and inclusion within international cooperation initiatives. 

· Ensuring data, statistics and the monitoring of persons with disabilities in international development programs and international cooperation efforts. 

· Implementation of the Millennium Development Goals inclusive of, and accessible to, persons with disabilities.  

I hope I have given you some valuable information on Article 32 and inclusive development. 

Then I will provide 5 minutes of examples:

· Accessible elections in Cameroon

· WHO Community-based rehabilitation guideline field testing in Ghana and Uganda

· Cross-UN agency work with the Mine Ban Convention
· Sport and international cooperation:
· MDGs and Disability
· Climate change and disability
.
