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1.  Introductory remarks


In order to clearly facilitate the purpose of this panel discussion, this document was prepared strictly in accordance with the six questions given by the secretariat.  Further discussions, comments and/or suggestions are encouraged in order to create a more lively and interactive environment.

1.1  What is the role of legislation in promoting, protecting and ensuring the political rights of persons with disabilities?

In Thailand, legislation clearly serves as both guidelines and mandatory tools for both the government and citizens to follow.  It used to be that only citizens were penalized for failing to follow mandates of the law while the government was generally immune from any form of punishment, except in the case of law suits against state officials on an individual basis.  However, since the establishment of the administrative court and some relevant legal mandates in 1999, state officials, both as individuals and as agencies, have been subject to legal obligations and could face possible law suits if failing to meet such legal mandates.  Therefore, relevant legislative measures are needed and have already been established to ensure protection and promotion of all rights and fundamental freedoms, including political and civil rights, by persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others.


1.2  How do States Parties ensure participation of persons with disabilities in policy and decision-making processes, especially those related to legislation on CRPD implementation?  Do any good examples exist?

In Thailand, there are several examples of how persons with disabilities are ensured participation in policy and decision-making processes.  Section 142 of the Thai Constitution is a very good one as it clearly mandates that an ad hoc committee, appointed in the Parliament to draft and review any law relating to the lives of children, youth, women, older persons, persons with disabilities, etc., shall comprise of representatives from these population groups numbering no less than one-third of the ad hoc committee.

Another good one is stipulated by Persons with Disabilities Empowerment Act of 2007 in which section 5 concerning the establishment of the National Committee for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, chaired by the Prime Minister, mandates that there shall be seven permanent seats from national representative organizations of persons with different types of disabilities plus six experts on disabilities in the committee.  Such a structure guarantees that representatives from the civil society constitute one seat more than half of the committee structure (25 seats) which is important as this committee has major decision-making power relating to most if not all aspects of life of persons with disabilities, including those concerning CRPD implementation.

1.3  What good practices exist in relation to facilitate the participation of persons with disabilities in political and public affairs? For example, what effective and low-cost means exist among States Parties to promote accessibility of persons with disabilities to vote?

A very good example of a low-cost and simple approach to make it accessible for blind people to vote has been practised for quite some time in Thailand.  Through provision of thicker sheets of paper identical in size to the ballot card, but with holes and braille labels on it, blind voters are able to identify the spot on the ballot card which enables them to cast their secret votes.  So far, some other high-tech solutions have been explored, but none have been proven to be as workable and cost-effective as this low-cost/low-tech method.


1.4  What are the challenges faced by persons with disabilities in participating in political and public life?  What challenges are faced by States parties in promoting, protecting and ensuring this right?

There are still major challenges which prevent persons with disabilities from fully and effectively participating in political and civil life.  There are still some laws/legislation attached to  the professional field, which prohibit persons with disabilities from working in such field, such as serving as a judge.  Laws, which used to prohibit participation in the political arena, have been mostly changed.  However, due to lack of accessibility of physical environment, public transportation, information and communication including ICTs, it is still quite difficult if not impossible for many persons with disabilities, especially those living in remote rural areas to participate.  We believe such a problem of inaccessibility will be gradually improved as the Persons with Disabilities Empowerment Act, in accordance with CRPD, is being enforced in conjunction with amendments/modifications/formulations of new laws which are friendly to persons with disabilities.

1.5  What good practices exist regarding promotion of the formation and functioning of representative organizations of persons with disabilities?

In Thailand, promotion of the formation and function of representative organization of persons with disabilities, has been ensured by law.  In both the Persons with Disabilities Empowerment Act of 2007 and the Persons with Disabilities Education Act of 2008, representative organizations of persons with disabilities are guaranteed the right to participate fully both in the main structure of the national and provincial committees which set policy guidelines, provide consultation and monitor/evaluate the implementation of all policies, programs and activities concerning the lives of persons with disabilities.  Through the use of the Persons with Disabilities Empowerment Fund, organizations of and for persons with disabilities at all levels can receive project-based funding support for programs and activities which aim to empower persons with disabilities in accordance with the law.  There is also a subcommittee, established under the national committee for empowerment of persons with disabilities, to set up a standard of DPOs and disability-related NGOs based on evaluation of services and good governance.


1.6  Have any States or other actors undertaken data collection or surveys regarding participation of persons with disabilities in political or public life or regarding barriers to participation? What so theses surveys reveal?

In Thailand, some surveys and research has been conducted on a small scale basis.  However, there needs to be more of this on a larger scale or at the national level to be able to give more broad-based results which are more systematic and more reliable if such research and/or surveys are to be taken as the basis for further policy/legislative formulation. 

2.   Concluding remarks


Being in the political field myself, I truly believe in the power of politics to bring about changes which must be changes for the better livelihood of all people, especially those with disabilities.  We need to have more persons with disabilities as members of parliament or the Senate, part of the executive body and the door to judicial body must also be opened for us.  I am willing to be condemned or criticized as being power-hungry which I truly am.  But what else can we do if we are to fully and effectively enjoy all human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with others.  I need political power, I take it and I am exercising such power, not only for myself, but for other brothers and sisters with disabilities as well.  I want to see more of us here and around the world in politics.  Let us do it.  Let us make the right real.

Thank you.

