Statement of the UN Special Rapporteur on Disability to the COSP. New York, 7 September 2011.

Discussion on Article 32 of the CRPD.

1. Introduction
Article 32 appears to present all of us as a collective with as many challenges as there are opportunities.

One of the major challenges is of course how to make article 32 a reality. How do we ensure that international cooperation is inclusive of disability in all its dimensions, i.e. in all development programmes and in the area of human rights?

While we are pleased that many donor countries do commit themselves to supporting disability programmes in developing countries this is often disability specific. This is important because it is often the lifeline of DPO’s and many people with disabilities benefit greatly from this type of support.

However the benefits to people with disabilities would be far greater if disability was mainstreamed into all existing development programmes in a developing country.

 To achieve this would mean that recipient countries would have to assert that development finance be inclusive of disability just as it is inclusive of gender considerations, as a matter of national and international policy.

We need therefore to adopt a twin track approach to development finance, that encourages disability specific interventions and inclusive development where disability is mainstreamed in development programmes.

Many donor countries have excellent policies on mainstreaming disability into their development programmes. Australia is an excellent example of how disability can be mainstreamed in development, USAID is another example where dedicated staff work on mainstreaming disability in development and facilitate support to disability specific programmes.
This leaves a large number of donors outside the fold, where they do have policies on mainstreaming but lack the capacity at present to implement their policies.

To make inclusive development a reality would entail having a dedicated focal point in a development agency staffed by senior personnel who would be responsible for the development of clear indicators on disability inclusive development and be responsible for the monitoring of the indicators.

Globally there need to be greater emphasis on research and the gathering of disability related statistics, which would provide the evidence for inclusive development. The lack of data on disability is shameful, and given the World report on Disability findings that more than a billion people are disabled globally we no longer have any excuses not to include people with disabilities in research and development programmes.

This also places an obligation on all International development agencies to be inclusive, and perhaps it is time for the UN to take the lead in being more inclusive of disability in their development activities.

The UN quadrennial policy review which focuses on UN operational activities provides us with an opportunity to put the issue of disability inclusive development firmly on the operational agenda of the UN and we must seize this opportunity.
At a national level in both donor and recipient countries we often find that the lack of consultation with organizations of people with disabilities leads to a lack of awareness and a lack of knowledge on disability and makes it easy for disability to fall of the priority list.

The CRPD and the UN Standard Rules on the Equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities both emphasize the importance of consultation with DPO’s. This is a non negotiable.

One of the persistent challenges we have is the sharing of best practice examples and while this forum provides us with such an opportunity it does not reach people nationally where information is badly needed. To overcome this lack of flow in information more institutional capacity needs to be built to ensure that information reaches government officials and decision makers.

Conclusion
Next year the UN will be hosting a High Level Meeting on Disability and it would be critically important that inclusive development be on the agenda.
We should use the opportunity of the High Level Meeting to map out the way forward for inclusive development in a practical way that would ensure that it becomes not only policy but practice. For this to happen would mean that states must demonstrate sufficient political will to ensure that it does become a reality.

Ends.
