2

[image: image1.jpg]V QQUNITED NATIONS
@ESCA

Fconomic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific





Statement

By Aiko Akiyama on behalf of 
Nanda Krairiksh, Director
Social Development Division, ESCAP
At Fourth Session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) 
Interactive Dialogue: Implementation of the Convention
9 September 2011, New York
Mr. Chair,

On behalf of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, it is my distinct pleasure to have this opportunity to share with you our work on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  At the onset, let me express our deep appreciation to all States Parties, organizations of persons with disabilities and other civil society organizations for their continuing efforts towards implementing the CRPD.  

As home to 60 per cent of the world’s population, Asia and the Pacific also has the largest number of persons with disabilities, which according to the World Health Organization’s latest World Report on Disability stands at around 650 million.  In the region, thus far, 21 Members have ratified the CRPD and 32 have signed it.  

While the vision of rights realization is increasingly reflected in national laws in the region, translating the vision into ground-level reality has been a challenge. Many of the 650 million persons with diverse disabilities face continuing legal and de facto discrimination.  They face limited education and employment opportunities. Empowering social protection programmes are not available to them. Many of them are not sufficiently recognized in official statistics.  The region needs to mainstream disability perspective in general discourse and practices on inclusive and sustainable development.
ESCAP has a long-standing track record of tackling these challenges through advocacy, capacity building and knowledge management under the framework of two consecutive Asian and Pacific Decades of Disabled Persons covering the period from 1993 to 2012.  
The decade initiatives have contributed substantially to the drafting of the CRPD as well as its adoption in 2006.  They have also contributed to improvements in the harmonization measures taken by Governments in the region.  For example, India, which was the first country that ratified the CRPD in the region, recently has taken steps to revise its disability comprehensive law in tandem with the principles and obligations set under the CRPD.  The Republic of Korea adopted an anti-discrimination measure on disability before ratifying the CRPD.  Also of note, China amended its comprehensive law on disability prior to ratifying the CRPD.  Japan, as a signatory to the CRPD, has started an effective harmonization process of national laws with the international obligations through the work of a high level national mechanism whose membership comprises a majority of persons with diverse disabilities.
I would also like to underscore that the regional disability decade has provided impetus for cooperation among Governments, representatives of persons with diverse disabilities, development organizations and the private sector at the national, subregional and regional  levels.  

Mr Chair,

The second Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons will end in 2012.  In light of the remaining challenges, a consensus is emerging among our Governments to launch a new decade covering the period from 2013 to 2022at the high-level intergovernmental meeting to be hosted by the Government of the Republic of Korea at Incheon in October 2012.  It is expected that the focus of the anticipated new decade will be accelerating the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities in Asia-Pacific with the CRPD as the guiding principle. The Meeting is also expected to adopt a regional strategy to serve as a guiding tool for this purpose for the period from 2013 to 2022.


Under the roadmap for the high-level meeting, ESCAP aims to ensure an inclusive and participatory process in which intergovernmental consensus-building and stakeholders’ consultations collaborate in a meaningful manner.   For this purpose, ESCAP is also conducting a participatory action research and a survey of Governments’ progress on implementation of the current decade. 

These activities are being conducted in conjunction with the “Make the Right Real” campaign.  ESCAP launched this regional campaign in October 2010 to accelerate the ratification and implementation of the CRPD in the region. 
Governments and persons with disabilities throughout Asia and the Pacific have embraced the campaign.  Shortly after the launch of the campaign, the Republic of Korea supported it by organizing advocacy events and producing promotional materials.   In early 2011, ESCAP launched the campaign at the national level in Pakistan and Papua New Guinea.  At each of these launches, government officials from the two countries announced their intention to ratify the CRPD in the coming months.  Consequently, Papua New Guinea signed the CRPD in June and Pakistan ratified it in July.  ESCAP has recently returned from the national Make the Right Real campaign in India.  Additional launches are scheduled in Bangladesh and the Philippines later this year.  
Mr Chair,

Asia and the Pacific has experienced strong economic growth during the past 40 years.  Despite the recent global economic crisis, developing economies of the region are projected to grow at 7.3 per cent this year.  We need to ensure that these economic gains are equally shared by persons with disabilities and that their full rights are promoted. Working on disability issues is no longer an unavoidable cost for society but a worthwhile investment for inclusive growth.  


To do so, we need to step up our collective efforts to ensure that national legislation in all relevant areas in all Governments of the region reflect the principles and obligations set under the CRPD and that policies and laws are translated into meaningful improvements in the lives of persons with disabilities.  


By building stronger partnerships, we can help facilitate an integrated and comprehensive approach through all levels of society.  This will make a significant difference, and we will Make the Right Real.


Thank you.
