UNEDITED CART TRANSCRIPT

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS (DESA)

STATEMENT MADE BY SIMON WALKER, OFFICE OF THE UN HIGH COMMISSIONSER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

MINISTER, SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR AKIKO, IT'S GREAT TO BE HERE, TO SEE A LOT OF FAMILIAR FACES, AND TO SEE NEW ONES, AS WELL.

INVESTMENTS I'VE BEEN ASKED TO TALK ABOUT, I'LL GIVE A BRIEF PRESENTATION ON A NEW MULTIDONOR TRUST FUND WHICH HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AROUND THE WORLD TO SUPPORT RATIFICATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION, SO I'M JUST GOING TO OUTLINE A COUPLE OF QUESTIONS AND PROVIDE SOME ANSWERS.

WHAT IS THE MULTIDONOR TRUST FUND.

IT'S A FUNDING MECHANISM WHICH WILL SUPPORT JOINT UNITED NATIONS ACTION TO PROMOTE RIGHT OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN LINE WITH THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

IT'S MULTIDONOR IN THE SENSE THAT WE HOPE THAT THERE WILL BE SEVERAL DIFFERENT DONORS THAT WILL PROVIDE FUNDS FOR THE MECHANISM AND ITS MULTI‑U.N. AGENCY IN THE SENSE THAT IT IS A PARTNERSHIP OF A COLLABORATION OF U.N. AGENCIES.

I'M MAKING THIS PRESENTATION AS ONE OF THE AGENCIES WHO IS INVOLVED IN THIS.

THERE'S ALSO UNTP, THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC SOCIAL AFFAIRS, THE UNICEF, THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND THE PARTNERSHIP IS ALSO OPEN TO OTHER U.N. AGENCIES TO PARTICIPATE AND WE CERTAINLY HOPE IT WILL.

IT OFFICIAL NAME IS THE U.N. PARTNERSHIP TO PROMOTE THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

IT'S A SOURCE OF FUNDS THAT WILL FINANCE PRINCIPALLY JOINT U.N. PROGRAMS AT THE COUNTRY LEVEL, BUT THERE'S ALSO A REGIONAL AND GLOBAL FUNDING LINE WHERE ACTIVITIES AT THAT LEVEL COULD ALSO BE FUNDED.

BUT THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF THE FUND IS TO DEVELOP CAPACITIES OF NATIONAL STAKEHOLDERS.

WHY STAKEHOLDERS WE MEAN CERTAINLY GOVERNMENTS AND ORGANIZATIONS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AS PRINCIPAL STAKEHOLDERS.

FOR THE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION INCLUDING THROUGH PROMOTING DISABILITY INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT GOALS.

WHY DO WE NEED A MULTIDONOR TRUST FUND?

DIANE GAVE ONE REASON ALREADY THAT MAINSTREAM DEVELOPMENT IS NOT A DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMING IS NOT TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES TO THE EXTENT THAT IT COULD AND SHOULD AND SO THIS WILL BE ONE WAY TO INCREASE THAT HAPPENING.

SECONDLY IN SPITE OF A HIGH LEVEL OF RATIFICATIONS WHICH IS VERY WELCOME.

THERE ARE STILL OTHER COUNTRIES THAT HAVEN'T RATIFIED AND OF COURSE WE COME TO THE CHALLENGE OF IMPLEMENTATION.

AGAIN THIS WILL BE A FUND WHICH WILL GARNER U.N. SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION SO THAT WE CAN PUSH THAT ALONG A BIT.

THE FUND IS ALSO A WAY TO RESPOND TO THE CONVENTION ITSELF.

ARTICLE 32 PROMOTES INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, IT IDENTIFIES VARIOUS ACTORS THAT CAN BE INVOLVED IN INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND THIS FUND WILL BE ONE WAY TO HARNESS INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO PROMOTE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION.

WHAT ARE THE PRIORITY AREAS, THE FOCUS AREAS?

THERE HAVE BEEN FOUR PRIORITY AREAS IDENTIFIED.

THE FIRST IS PROMOTING RATIFICATION AND REFORMING LAWS AND POLICIES.

I AM ABBREVIATING SLIGHTLY SO PLEASE FORGIVE ME, PROMOTING RATIFICATION AND REFORMING LAWS AND POLICIES.

THE SECOND ONE IS IMPROVING SERVICE DELIVERY, BOTH MAINSTREAM SERVICE DELIVERY INCLUSIVE OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES BUT ALSO IN CERTAIN CASES.

THE THIRD IS ENHANCING DIALOGUE BETWEEN KEY STAKEHOLDERS BETWEEN STATES AND ORGANIZATIONS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES BUT OBVIOUSLY OTHERS AS WELL INCLUDING THE UNITED NATIONS COUNTRY TEAM.

AND FOURTH IMPROVING DATA AND RESEARCH.

THESE ARE PRIORITY AREAS OF FUNDING AT THE COUNTRY LEVEL.

I DID MENTION THERE'S REGIONAL AND GLOBAL LEVEL OR POTENTIAL FOR FUNDING OF REGIONAL AND GLOBAL LEVEL PROJECTS.

THESE WOULD BE MORE IN THE NATURE OF GATHERING INFORMATION THROUGH DIFFERENT REGIONS AND DIFFERENT COUNTRIES IN AN EXERCISE OF KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT AND MAKING THAT AVAILABLE TO OTHERS.

IT COULD ALSO INVOLVE RESEARCH ON THEMATIC ISSUES, ADVISORY SERVICES TO SUPPORT NATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION AND NETWORKING AND EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION.

HOW WOULD IT WORK IN PRACTICE?

I'LL ANSWER THIS IN TWO LEVELS.

FIRST OF ALL, I'LL JUST EXPLAIN VERY BRIEFLY THE GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE AND THEN I'LL EXPLAIN A BIT THE PROCESS OF GETTING FUNDING.

THERE ARE TWO MAIN ELEMENTS OF THE GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE.

FIRST OF ALL, THERE'S A POLICY BOARD, AND THE POLICY BOARD IS A HIGH LEVEL BOARD WHICH WILL SET THE STRATEGIC DIRECTION OF THE FUND AND ALSO ANSWER CERTAIN POLICY ISSUES THAT MIGHT ARISE THAT AFFECT THE FUND.

SO IT'S HIGH LEVEL.

IT WILL INCLUDE ALL THE U.N. AGENCIES THAT ARE INVOLVED IN THE FUND.

IT WILL INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF STATES, ALSO REPRESENTATIVES OF CIVIL SOCIETY, PLUS FOUR IMMINENT PERSONS INCLUDING THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND ALSO THE SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR, AND THEN TWO OTHER IMMINENT PERSONS WHO CAN BE CHOSEN ON THE BASIS OF CERTAIN CRITERIA.

THAT IS THE POLICY BOARD AND THEN THERE'S A RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE WHICH WILL BE REALLY DOING THE MORE WORKING LEVEL TASKS.

THE MAIN AIM OF THIS RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE WILL BE TO REVIEW PROPOSALS AND TO DECIDE ON FUNDING ALLOCATION, AND BOTH THE POLICY BOARD AND THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE WILL BE SUPPORTED BY A TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT.

THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE COMPRISES WORKING LEVEL PEOPLE OF THE SAME ORGANIZATIONS AND AGENCIES THAT COMPRISE THE POLICY BOARD PUT THE ADDITION OF IMMINENT PERSONS.

HOW WOULD IT WORK IN PRACTICE?

THIS IS A VERY ROUGH DESCRIPTION, BUT THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT WILL MAKE A CALL FOR PROPOSALS AND THAT IS REALLY A TRIGGER FOR PEOPLE AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL, AND THIS INCLUDES CIVIL SOCIETY, ALSO STATES AND THEN U.N. COUNTRY TEAMS THEMSELVES TO THINK, WHAT ARE THE ISSUES THAT WE WANT TO RAISE THAT WE REALLY HAVE TO DEVELOP?

IT MIGHT BE DEVELOPING RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE, IT COULD BE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OFFICIAL REPORTS AND SO ON.

ON THE BASIS OF THIS, A CONCEPT NOTE WILL BE PREPARED.

THE CONCEPT NOTE WILL BE SENT TO THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT IN NEW YORK FOR REVISION, AND MAYBE MIGHT COME BACK, CHANGES, WHATEVER, TO MAKE SURE IT'S IN LINE WITH THE PRIORITIES AND THE GOALS OF THE FUND.

THEN A DECISION WILL BE MADE BY THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE WHETHER TO GO FORWARD OR NOT.

NOW, IF THAT DECISION IS MADE THEN IT GOES BACK TO THE U.N. COUNTRY TEAM AND THE U.N. COUNTRY TEAM IN CONSULTATION WITH NATIONAL STAKEHOLDERS WOULD MAKE A PROGRAM DOCUMENT WHICH WOULD THEN AGAIN GO BACK TO THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT.

IT WOULD BE REVIEWED BY THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE.

FUNDING WILL OR WILL NOT BE ALLOCATED AND THEN THE POLICY BOARD WHICH WILL MEET ONCE A YEAR WILL SIGN OFF ON IT SO THAT'S ROUGHLY HOW IT WOULD WORK IN PRACTICE.

VERY BRIEFLY AND THEN I'LL CLOSE, WHAT'S THE WAY FORWARD?

SEPTEMBER WE'RE MAKING A NUMBER OF FORMAL PRESENTATIONS SO PEOPLE ARE MADE MORE AWARE OF THE FUND, WHAT IT'S DONE, WHAT ITS PURPOSE IS.

THERE WILL BE FROM SEPTEMBER TO NOVEMBER THINKING ABOUT RESOURCE MOBILIZATION, HOW BEST TO FIND RESOURCES, WHO TO WORK WITH AND SO ON.

ON THE 3rd OF DECEMBER, THE INTERNATIONAL DAY THIS YEAR WE HOPE TO HAVE AN OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE FUND, AND THEN EARLY IN 2012, THERE WILL BE A FIRST CALL FOR PROPOSALS AND THEN THAT PROCESS I JUST DESCRIBED WILL PLAY OUT.

SO I'LL LEAVE IT THERE.

I'M MORE THAN OPEN TO ANY QUESTIONS AND ALSO MY COLLEAGUES WORKING FOR THE OTHER AGENCIES WHO ARE INVOLVED, SOME OF THEM ARE ALSO IN THE ROOM.

THANK YOU.

