UNEDITED CART TRANSCRIPT

CHAIR OF THE BUREAU OF THE CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES

STATEMENT MADE BY MARIA LARSSON, SWEDISH MINISTER FOR CHILDREN AND THE ELDERLY

>> THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

MADAM CHAIR, DEAR PARTICIPANTS, I AM HONORED TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO OPEN THE CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM.

THE ENGAGEMENT OF THE CIVIL SOCIETY IS FUNDAMENTAL IN PROMOTING AND PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS.

I HAD THE PLEASURE TO BE HERE IN MARCH 2007 AND SIGN THE CONVENTION FOR MY COUNTRY, SWEDEN.

IT WAS A FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY.

THE CREATION OF THE CONVENTION OF THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITY IS A RESULT A DYNAMIC AND INCLUSIVE PROCESS.

THE DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES AND COMPETENCIES OF THE U.N. MEMBER STATES AND CIVIL SOCIETY HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY MERGED.

BECAUSE OF THAT, WE HAVE A CONVENTION, A STRONG AND CONCRETE CONVENTION.

I'M ALSO HAPPY TO NOTE THAT THIS UNIQUE COOPERATION CONTINUES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING OF THE CONVENTION.

NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT US WILL BE A REALITY ALSO FOR THE FUTURE WORK, AND IT IS NECESSARY.

DISABILITY WAS FOR LONG CONSIDERED ONLY A MEDICAL ISSUE OR AN ISSUE FOR CHARITY.

BUT OVER THE LAST YEARS, THIS HAS CHANGED.

DISABILITY IS NOW CONSIDERED AN ISSUE OF HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THE FOCUS IS ON THE PRINCIPLE OF NON‑DISCRIMINATION.

THE ADOPTION OF THE CONVENTION ILLUSTRATES A CLEAR PARADIGM SHIFT.

WE HAVE MOVED TO A PERSPECTIVE ‑‑ PARADIGM SHIFT.

WE HAVE MOVED TO THE PERSPECTIVE OF EQUAL RIGHTS WHERE MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES ARE RECOGNIZED AND PROTECTED.

CENTRAL STARTING POINTS ARE NON‑DISCRIMINATION, SELF‑DETERMINATION, AND SOCIAL INCLUSION.

IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT GOALS, IT IS NECESSARY TO CONSTANTLY INTEGRATE A DISABILITY PERSPECTIVE IN ALL OUR WORK.

WE CANNOT REACH THE DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES INCLUDING THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS, WITHOUT THE INCLUSION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

CIVIL SOCIETY IS A DRIVING FORCE, AND YOU ARE CRUCIAL TO THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION.

ORGANIZATIONS AND NETWORKS OF ORGANIZATIONS ARE KEY PLAYERS IN IMPLEMENTING, OF MONITORING AND OF REPORTING ON THE PROGRESS OF THE CONVENTION.

TODAY'S MEETING, THE CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM, IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE IMPORTANT WORK THAT CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS ARE CARRYING OUT IN THIS AND OTHER HUMAN RIGHTS RELATED AREAS.

AS HEAD OF THE SWEDISH DELEGATION AT THIS CONFERENCE, I'M PROUD TO SAY THAT OUR DELEGATION INCLUDES DISABLED PEOPLES ORGANIZATIONS, PARLIAMENTARIANS, AUTHORITIES AND GOVERNMENTAL OFFICIALS, ALL WORKING IN THE FIELD OF DISABILITY, AND WE NEED ALL PERSPECTIVES.

THE ROLE OF THE CIVIL SOCIETY IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT, BUT THE MAIN RESPONSIBILITY WHEN IT COMES TO THE REALIZATION OF THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IS, OF COURSE, THAT OF GOVERNMENTS.

TO FULFILL THIS RESPONSIBILITY, WE, ALL GOVERNMENTS, NEED EXPERTISE AND INSPIRATION FROM CIVIL SOCIETY.

MORE THAN 100 GOVERNMENTS HAVE RATIFIED THE CONVENTION, AND NOW WE NEED TO MAKE SURE THAT THESE OBLIGATIONS ARE FULLY IMPLEMENTED ALSO IN TIMES OF ECONOMIC RECESSION.

STATES PARTIES SHOULD ALSO RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN SUPPORT OF NATIONAL EFFORTS FOR THE REALIZATION OF THE CONVENTION.

SWEDEN WORKS ACTIVELY TO INTEGRATE DISABILITY RIGHTS INTO OUR DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION.

THE SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AGENCY SIDA, HAS ADOPTED A FOUR YEAR ACTION PLAN TO COMPLETE THIS OBJECTIVE.

THE SWEDISH GOVERNMENT IS ALSO SUPPORTING THE SWEDISH DISABILITY ORGANIZATIONS IN THEIR COOPERATION WITH PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

TODAY'S DISCUSSION WILL REVOLVE AROUND NGO AND DPO ENGAGEMENT AND INVOLVEMENT IN THE UPCOMING HIGH‑LEVEL MEETING.

THE HIGH‑LEVEL MEETING IS AN INVALUABLE OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE STOCK OF WHAT WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED, BUT MORE IMPORTANT, TO IDENTIFY AREAS WHERE WE NEED TO DO MORE FOR THE FULL REALIZATION OF THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

CHURCHILL ONCE SAID, "THIS IS NOT THE END, NOT EVEN THE BEGINNING OF THE END.

IT'S JUST THE END OF THE BEGINNING."

A LOT NEEDS TO BE DONE.

THANK YOU.

