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[ Captioner has no audio feed... ] will continue with the presentation of the Libyan artist and human rights activist, Ms., whose strong commitment for promoting the rights of disabilities eventually led to the elaboration and adoption of the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. She has a degree in politics from the American university of Paris, and masters degree in New York university's conference online magazine. She is committed to discovering and nurturing the different ways in which humanitarian aid and the healing arts merge and how the creative process can be a vehicle for freedom and empowerment. I invite her to the stage now to share with you the beauty of her voice and Bulgarian music. Thank you. 

   >> Please join me in welcoming the talented Bulgarian singer who will perform a traditional folklore piece and one of her own songs. You have the floor. 

        [ Music ] 

[ Applause ]
   >> thank you. 

    [ Music ] 

[ Applause ]
>> Please welcome to the stage 
the famous Libyan artist and 
human rights activist Ms. Jihan 
Kikhia, who will share the 
powerful story of her father and 
part of her creative work as an 
artist.

Ms. Kikhia, you have the floor. 

   >> Hello? Is this still working? First I would like to thank the bureau
of this Conference for their 
interest in my fatherâ€™s UN 
advocacy. 
My father, Mansur Rashid Kikhia, 
was a Libyan human rights 
activist, lawyer, and 
politician. He served as the 
Libyan Minister of Foreign 
Affairs from 1971 to 1972, and 
then Libyan Ambassador to the 
United Nations, and Permanent 
Libyan Representative to the 
United Nations. During his 
tenure at the UN, Mr. Kikhia was 
President of its Security 
Council in September 1976 and in 
October 1977.  
He is credited as the originator 
of the idea for the United 
Nations International Year of 
Disabled Persons (IYDP), held in 
1981. Libya submitted the 
resolution proposing the IYDP to 
the UN General Assembly, which 
adopted it in 1974 and created a 
23‑member state planning 

Committee, of which he was elected chair. At which time, disability groups were invited by the U.N. to represent themselves instead of relying on spokespersons. A major outcome of the IYDP was the U.N. decade of disabled persons. From 1983 to 1992,
designed to improve the 
situation and status of children 
and adults with disabilities.
In 1975, the UN's adoption of 
the International Symbol of 
Access was a beacon of support 
for the emerging commitment to 
adapting the environment for use 
by all, including those with 
disabilities. This era launched 
the modern human rights 
framework for disability rights, 
replacing the former charity and 
medical approaches.  Ambassador 
Kikhia's human rights training 
and diplomatic experience helped 
steer this timely UN initiative 
forward. 
According to friends who well 
remember Ambassador Kikhia, his 
passion for the rights of people 
with disabilities stemmed from 
his experience growing up in 
Benghazi in the 1930s, when he 
witnessed a large population of 
Libyans with war‑induced 
disabilities without access to 
proper care. Like most countries 
at the time, Libya's 
infrastructure lacked both the 
resources to provide services to 
people with disabilities and 
legal protections of their 
rights.
At the 1978 international 
conference on disability 
legislation, he stressed that 
one of the common denominators 
of all countries was the lack of 
awareness and education about 
disability.  The Ambassador's 
leadership helped ensure a 
successful IYDP, laying solid 
groundwork in both the legal and 
advocacy channels, leading 
eventually to the UN Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities.

    When I was six years old, my father disappeared and December 10 is human rights day. His body was located and identified 19 years later in 2012. On the third of December, 2012, a burial ceremony was held, and his local community in his hometown of Benghazi, Libya. I remember seeing the young children with disabilities join together and sing in honor of my father. I learned that December 3 is also international day of persons with disabilities, which I think is a fitting and profound symbol. My father was unaware of the successes in the United Nations. It is a wonder to see that the small seed that he helped plant has grown into the giant success that it is today. I sincerely want to thank you all for this platform to not only honor my father's efforts and contributions to human rights, but also to celebrate my father's life in the same room that he thrived in with his colleagues many years ago. His legacy lives on. His leadership helped to shift the focus of U.N. disability work to a legal framework where we can chart progress of children and adults from objects of charity to holders of human rights. Thank you very much. 

[ Applause ]
   >> this concludes the cultural prelude. Please remain seated while a short video prepared by the Secretariat will be shown on the screens, after which the official opening of the conference will start. Thank you. 

    [ Video ] 

   >> To me, inclusion means participation. 

   >> Acknowledgment. 

   >> Fulfillment. 

   >> It means a barrier‑free environment. 

   >> To me, inclusion means that there is no inequality. 

   >> No stigma and discrimination. 

   >> Access to education, jobs, and services. 

   >> It means empowerment. 

   >> We are the world's largest minority, with over 1 billion people living with a disability today. In the U.N., leaving no one behind means removing barriers to full participation and equality for everyone, moving forward with the implementation of the 2030 agenda, the international community has made a commitment to include everyone in society and development. This includes mobilizing support for the dignity, rights, and wellbeing of all persons with disabilities. More than a decade ago, the General Assembly adopted a convention on the rights of persons with disabilities, laying out a blueprint to ensure the rights and wellbeing of those with disability and their inclusion in society and development. 

    Every year governments and other stakeholders from around the world come together in a conference of state parties to the CRPD, one of the largest and most diverse international disability meetings in the world to discuss the implementation of the convention, share experiences and ideas to forge a new way forward in creating a more inclusive and equal world. 6 the conference of state parties enables an opportunity to create the future we want for all, where no one is left behind. It provides a glimpse of a world that could be, a world that is fully inclusive of everybody, including persons with disabilities. 

>> Excellencies, Distinguished 
Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
On behalf of the 
Secretary‑General and my 
Department, the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs, the 
Secretariat to the Conference of 
States Parties to the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, I wish to welcome 
you all to the tenth session of 
this Conference.
The Conference of State Parties 
to the Convention (COSP) was 
established in 2008 as a treaty 
mechanism to consider all 
matters concerning the 
implementation of the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) in 
accordance with its article 40.  
To date, with 173 State Parties 
to the Convention, this 
Conference is one of the largest 
global meetings on disability, 
attracting over 1,300 
participants.
This 10th session is taking 
place at a critical juncture, 
when the international community 
is accelerating efforts to 
advance an inclusive and 
sustainable 2030 development 
agenda in line with the 
Convention and other relevant 
global commitments.  The 
Conference has an important role 
to play to help ensure that all 
development efforts account for 
the rights and voice of persons 
with disabilities.   Further, 
combating multiple 
discriminations against persons 
with disabilities is essential 
for implementation of the 2030 
Agenda and the achievement of 
the SDGs for all. 

   
Thank you again for your 
presence and your commitment.

   
Excellencies, I now proceed to 
the first item of the 
provisional agenda of the 
Conference, CRPD/CSP/2017/1.

   
I have the great honour to 
declare open the tenth session 
of the Conference of States 
Parties to the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities this morning. 

   
Now I move onto agenda item 2: 
Election of the President and 
other Officers of the 
Conference.
After consultations among all 
regional groups, the States 
Parties appointed the 
Bureau‑elect of the Conference 
of States Parties to the 
Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities, for 
the tenth and eleventh sessions. 
The Bureau‑elect consists of:  
Bulgaria as President‑elect, and 
Ecuador, Germany, Sri Lanka and 
Tunisia as Vice 
Presidents‑elect.

   
May I take it that it is the 
wish of the Conference that it 
elects Republic of Bulgaria as 
the President of the Conference, 
by acclamation?

   
It is so decided.

   
May I also take it that it is 
the wish of the Conference that 
it elects as Vice‑Presidents 
Ecuador, Germany, Sri Lanka and 
Tunisia, by acclamation?

[ Applause ]
it is so decided.
Congratulations to the new 
membership of the Bureau of the 
Conference.

[ Applause ]
It is my honour to invite His 
Excellency Ambassador Mr. Georgi 
Panayotov of the Republic of 
Bulgaria to step up to the 
podium to assume the presidency 
of the Conference. 

   >> Once again, very good morning to all of you. It is an honor for the republic of Bulgaria to be the president of the tenth session of the conference of the states parties to the convention on the rights of the persons with disabilities. And on behalf of those of Ecuador, Germany, and others, thank you for your confidence in us. The necessary quorum is two‑thirds, and the quorum is 116 states parties. After checking with the secretary, I believe that we have obtained the appropriate quorum for this conference. With this, may I now proceed to item three of the provisional agenda, which is the adoption of the agenda. May I take it that this be adopted? It is so decided. We shall now proceed to the organization of work, which is item four of the provisional agenda. The first item shall be NGO accreditation and registration. A list of non‑governmental organizations requesting accreditation to the conference was circulated to all states parties on 15 May 2017. In accordance with the rules and procedure of the conference. The Secretariat has not received any requests or notice against these requests for accreditation. Therefore, it is understood that the list of NGO applications for accreditation is approved and the NGOs may participate in this and future conferences of states parties as observers. It is so decided. 

    In keeping with best practice, the conference also wishes to welcome participation by national human rights organizations, institutions, as observers as well as the global alliance of national human rights institutions. Now I have the honor to invite the next speaker to join us to the podium. 

    On the podium, I'm very pleased to recognize cabinet of the Secretary General of the United Nations.  

    Honorable ministers, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, the protection and promotion of human rights is one of the main pillars of the United Nations and an underlying principle of all the work of the organization in different areas. We have come a long way by adopting a number of international human rights treaties that upholds the rights and dignity of all, including the most vulnerable in our societies. 

    The convention on the rights of persons with disabilities was adopted by the U.N. General Assembly in 2006, and came into force in May 2008. We're happy to see the stable trend towards universal ratification of the CRPD, and we're determined to continue the concerted efforts in this direction. To date, we have 174 states parties already, which shows a strong commitment to the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities from the majority of the countries in the world. I would like to recognize the newest states who ratified the conference after the 9th conference. Our mission is to turn the firm commitments to protect and promote the rights of persons with disabilities into concrete actions and tangible outcomes on the ground. 

    In the 11 years since the adoption of the CRPD, the international community has taken significant steps to advance its implementation. Progress has been made in many of our countries and by the United Nations, but more needs to be done and can be done to make a difference in the lives of over a billion persons with disabilities worldwide to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy all human rights and are included in society on an equal basis with others. 

    Together, we must continue to make every efforts to achieve the goals to create society without discrimination and promote inclusion and development of those with disabilities.  Efforts on ensuring equal opportunities in education, health care, employment, and all other aspects of life. Over the years, the conference of the states parties has been steadily growing and gaining prominence and has now become one of the largest and most important global forums on the rights of persons with disabilities. With our tenth conference today, we start a new decade of the CRPD. The overarching theme of our conference, the second decade of the CRPD, inclusion and full participation of persons with disabilities and their organizations in the implementation of the convention highlights this important landmark and also sets the tone for the way forward with an ambition to further strengthen the implementation of the convention by involving more active persons with disabilities themselves and representative organizations which is in line with the convention itself. 

    Under this over‑arching theme, our conference will focus on the following: Addressing the impact of multiple discriminations on persons with disabilities, and promoting their participation in multi‑stakeholder partnerships for achieving the SDGs in line with the CRPD. Inclusion and full participation of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action. And third, promoting inclusive urban development and implementation of the new urban agenda, habitat III. The overarching theme and sub themes that we have agreed on by the bureau in close consultation with all the different stakeholders including member states, the U.N. system, civil society, and other stakeholders, and especially persons with disabilities and their representative organizations reflects the major intergovernmental agreements of the last couple of years that are closely related to and crucial for advancing the rights of persons can disabilities and the implementation of the CRPD. The success of those global agreements would largely depend on how we engage everyone in their implementation and insure that the voice of the most vulnerable and marginalized is heard and taken into consideration in all decision‑making. 

    The ambitious 2030 agenda has laid the foundation for a more inclusive and people‑centered approach by, for the first time, recognizing persons with disabilities as agents of development. Since the CRPD embraces human rights and development, persons can disabilities should be actively involved in the implementation of the 2030 agenda to ensure that no one is left behind. If we are to achieve sustainable development, we need to make sure that all efforts towards achieving the SDGs take into consideration persons with disabilities.  I look forward to the next few days to explore ways for further strengthening the cooperation and partnership among states parties, United Nations entities, civil society and other stakeholders, especially those with disabilities themselves, to advance our shared mission: The full implementation of the convention and the realization of human rights of persons with disabilities with a view of achieving inclusive development in line with the CRPD. Thank you very much. 

[ Applause ]
and now I have the honor to invite our next speaker to deliver her statement.
>> Excellencies, Distinguished 
Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Sit my pleasure to address the tenth conference of states parties to the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. I extend my warmest welcome to all delegates, especially those from new states parties, participants with disabilities and their representative organizations. The convention on the rights of persons with disabilities is a tool for our work on both human rights and development. It's recognition is one of the sources of its strength. One of the most widely ratified international treaty, the convention has inspired action. It is encouraging that many countries have already reviewed their legislation including in adopting non‑discrimination legislation in employment, providing services to support those with disabilities, and taking concrete steps to move from separate specialized schools to more inclusive educational environment. 

    The paralympic games have brought triumph into our screen and our hearts. People with all types of disabilities are more aware of their rights and more determined to fight for them. We have come a long way since 2006, but there is still much more to be done. Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, on the ground, there are continued inequalities between people with and without disabilities, affecting access to education and employment and economic, social, and political participation. We all know the statistics, the staggering number of children with disabilities out of school, the employment gap affecting persons with disabilities. 

    In its first decade, the CRPD achieved almost universal ratification.  We must focus on implementation to address inequality, overcome the barriers that cause them, including discrimination, stigma, and lack of accessibility, and promote inclusive development for people with disabilities. The 2030 agenda for sustainable development pledges to leave no one behind. We must include people with disabilities and the organizations that represent them in all sustainable development programming, and we must promote their participation in every sphere of life, if we are to achieve the sustainable development goals. 

    This tenth session of the conference of states parties is an extraordinary opportunity to reflect on many gaps and identify concrete steps. The goals of the CRPD must become a reality for all. Thank you. 

[ Applause ]
   >> I'd like to thank Ms. Maria Luiza Ribeiro Viotti for her statement. I would invite our next speaker to deliver her statement. 

   >> Thank you very much, excellencies, underSecretary General, president of the state party conference, distinguished delegates, representatives of civil society, esteemed U.N. experts, I'm grateful and honored to speak at the opening of the tenth conference of state parties to the CRPD. The community has addressed the subject of full inclusion and participation of persons with disabilities in the implementation of the convention in all activities under the convention and its optional protocol. After holding almost 60 dialogues with state parties to the convention, and with the EU, the committee has developed and expanded its understanding about the subject, and it is in position to further support parties to the convention. Where the convention has explicit references to participation of those with disability, their participation is a cross‑cutting issue across all areas covered by the convention. It is important in this regard to have a clear understanding that they should be involved through their representative organizations. The committee has sometimes observed practices such as consultation with organizations working for or with persons with disabilities, or in consultation with service providers. That's not the same thing. True involvement shall happen with organizations of persons with disabilities. Having gained much experience in reviewing supports submitted under the convention, the committee would like to highlight several areas which require further reflection and collective efforts towards enhancing the participation of those with disabilities. 

    More requires to be done in order to promote the advancement and empowerment of women with disabilities and children with disabilities. They are far behind in development efforts in many countries. Two, ensuring genuine consultation in the views of children with disabilities as defined in article 7. Article 7 calls upon state parties to take into account the views of children with disabilities in matters affecting them. Three, enhancing the participation of persons with disabilities through their representative organizations in the nomination process of candidates for membership in the commitment. This is expressly required under article 34 of the convention. The committee has recently adopted a statement on restoring gender balance and geographic equitable representation in the membership of the committee in order to achieve that goal, it is imperative to involve persons with disabilities, and particularly women with disabilities in nomination processes at the national level. Many countries have established committees on reporting to U.N. human rights mechanism, and on follow‑up to their recommendations.  Focal points, independent monitoring frameworks and persons with disabilities through their representative organization should participate in these national mechanisms.  Five, participation in the design, implementation, and evaluation of national development policies, particularly in the implementation of programs and policies to implement sustainable development goals. Many parties have adopted measures to increase data collection, more is required to be done with persons with disabilities in the design and implementation of census and household surveys. Accountability mechanisms. And involve persons with disabilities in their reporting to the high level political forum and suggestions that this is done as a standard practice of member states, which has volunteers to participate in the upcoming session of the HLPF. Six, participation in monitoring. Seven, finally mainstreaming disability into all human rights organizations. The committee is concerned about being undermined by some activities and legal instruments recently adopted by other treaty bodies and regional human rights organizations. As the chair of the committee, I invite all to ensure and protect the standard set by the CRPD. I thank you for your attention. 

[ Applause ]
   >> I would like to thank our speaker for her statement and invite our next speaker to deliver her statement. 

   >> Many thanks, Secretary General, undersecretary, ladies and gentlemen, greetings to you all. I wish to first of all thank the bureau for the invitation they extended to me. In my view, the topic that is bringing us here together this year is of the highest relevance as we begin the second decade of the implementation of the convention. How can we ensure active participation of those with disabilities as well as the organizations that represent them in the implementation of the convention? 

    As I previously indicated in one of my reports, the full and effective participation of persons with disabilities is one of the very pillars of the convention. This is a fundamental human rights principle, and is a vital prerequisite if we are to ensure disabled persons have active citizenship, the participation of persons with disabilities and the organizations that represent them in the decision making process does not only make it possible to adopt better decisions and produce more effective results because disabled persons are better able to determine their own needs and the policies which are most appropriate to meeting these needs. 

    But these principles foster the empowerment of disabled persons as a collective. Persons with disabilities and the organizations that represent them, as we are all aware, played an unprecedented role in the negotiation of the convention this convention was an example of experience which should translate into the monitoring of the treaty. And I'd like to take this opportunity to commend the bureau's decision to hold this conference and the decision they took to ensure the full participation of those with disabilities in this conference.  We hope that will set a precedent for future conferences that we continue to work in this vein. 

    President, delegates, talking about inclusion and participation also applies to discussing need to ensure there is the inclusive development of all persons with disabilities. As was indicated by the convention, human rights and development are inextricably linked. In this connection, we must bear in mind that the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities and agenda 2030 for sustainable development are instruments which complement each other. The convention can offer guidance when it comes to the implementation of agenda 2030. Sustainable development goals can contribute to the effective realization of all rights of all persons with disabilities.  Women and children with disabilities, indigenous persons with disabilities, refugees with disabilities. There are many other persons that this convention covers.  We came together a year ago to talk about how the SDGs could have an exceptional opportunity to design and implement policies for inclusion, policies which would allow us to make progress in the full implementation of the convention.  Never the less, I'd like to take this opportunity today to recall to you that this opportunity is one we run the risk of letting slip through our fingers if we're not able to monitor how persons with disabilities are participating in and benefitting from the implementation of the SDGs.  On this point, please allow me to be very clear indeed. We need to convey a clear message as the United Nations system, and we need a collier message from the statistics division, more specifically. These bodies should recommend producing desegregated data. It is stipulated that states must collect data with the aim of monitoring progress made with the implementation of the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. Article 31 of the convention demands states to collect this data, data that will allow them to develop and apply policies to enjoy rights by persons with disabilities. 

    There is methodology, which is broadly recognized and supported to ensure the production of the segregated data. This is the United Nations group. 

    UNICEF, together with the Washington group has already developed a cluster or guidance on data on disabled children. All of this methodology can be used at a very low cost and implemented into national data collection efforts. Such strategies and methodologies would allow us to have information that could be compared at the international level. Never the less, United Nations agencies and civil society organizations including the organizations with disabled working with disabled people, well these organizations have pointed to the need to have clear guidance issued to national statistic offices.  They would use this methodology for desegregated data, and that recommendation has been issued. But there are still short‑comings here, and this is a major concern for all persons with disabilities. It should also be a major concern for all member states and international cooperation. If we do not have this desegregated data, we cannot see how effective the efforts undertaken by states are when it comes to ensuring sustainable development. 

    Moreover, this would allow us to improve action undertaken and develop more inclusion and to channel national resources to where they're needed and foster cooperation in these fields which requires concentrated attention. 

    I issue an appeal to you to work with us to ensure that once and for all, we...  the United Nations system will be able to provide technical assistance. The lack of desegregated data makes us invisible. This is a situation that we did promise to change many decades ago. Many things indeed. 

[ Applause ]
   >> I'd like to thank you. Now I would like to invite the civil society representative to deliver a statement. 

   >> Good morning. I am speaking to you on behalf of all persons with disability. This year is a moment to celebrate the importance of inclusion and participation of all persons with disability and their organizations. 

    Article 12 of the CRPD states that we should work together that will protect all those...  it is so important. Self‑advocacy is about me. It's my life and no one else is me. I know my rights, and I am ready to fight for them. 

[ Applause ]
    as a self‑advocate, I talk about what is important to me. And to my friends who can talk about that? As a self‑advocate, I talk about my rights and feelings.  Let me give some examples about the work of the self‑advocate in my country in Lebanon. People with disability has no right to vote. So we work with our covenant, and we change the law. Now we know that we can vote, and we will vote. 

[ Applause ]
    we worked to have inclusive education in Lebanon. And I am happy to say that the change has started. We also work with many others. 

    We talk about the right together with congress. 

[ Applause ]
    today, my friends and I want you to know that we are all ready to help you to make this world a better place. We look forward to full participation of those with disabilities. 

[ Applause ]

    I'm sorry. You have the power and authority to change the law. We have knowledge about what certains us. We are ready to work with you. So let's all work together. 

[ Applause ]

   >> I'd like to thank from the bottom of my heart, our last speaker for her inspirational speaker. I would like to request a very short pause so as the speakers from the opening segment can be excused from thepodium. Thank you. 

   >> Can I call the conference to order please. Ladies and gentlemen, can I call the conference to order please. Thank you. Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to invite the secretary to make a short announcement concerning some important matters of the conference.  Thank you very much. 

   >> Thank you very much, president. The Secretariat wishes to make the following announcement: The U.N. accessibility center, located at the first basement level of the conference building can provide for braille printing as well as other accessibility. The Secretariat staff are also here to assist you with your accessibility needs, so please let us know. The Secretariat has made relevant information, including logistics and practical information about the conference online at the U.N. website. The website address is www.un.org/disabilities. 

    To facilitate interactive discussions at the conference, three background papers are available on the round table topics, addressing the impact of multiple discriminations, humanitarian action, and inclusive urban development, and implementation of the new urban agenda. These papers are also available on the U.N. website. Braille versions can be requested at the accessibility center at the B1 level as already mentioned. 

    For general debate, delegations that wish to circulate their statement electronically by the paper smart portal are kindly requested to e‑mail those statements in word versions as to the paper smart for @un.org. So I repeat, papersmart@un.org. And enable@un.org. Two hours in advance of their designated speaking slot, thank you very much. 

   >> I thank the Secretariat for this important information about our conference. And now I recognize her excellency, first lady of Ecuador, and president of the interinstitutional committee, the first speaker of our conference and it is my privilege and great honor to invite her to make her statement of three minutes. 

   >> Esteemed friends, 11 year s ago, the phrase, "nothing about us without was" was the call made by those living with disabilities around the world. This is how theed a...  and how he executed policies.  He did not say this because he is the person person in the world with a disability, but he said so because he acknowledges...  accordingly, the convention must be the road map for the state, making it a component of all public policy and encouraging all citizens to make it their own and take ownership of it, making it a part of how they think and live their everyday life. Inclusion is not a methodology or a rally cry. Rather inclusion must become a way of being, thinking, and interacting. Where...  when we began the solidarity mission, this made those with disabilities more visible and provided immediate care to all of them.  When we began that mission, we found ourselves full of stigma. We have come a long way. Care provided to people with disabilities is at the core of what was then the mission.  We were able to identify where persons with disabilities were living. The mission allowed us to create a program...  as far as I am concerned, I looked for all strategies possible to ensure that inclusion of persons with disables could begin from early childhood.  I noticed that the pure nature of children means that they cannot be rejected or excluded. All of these achievements wrapped up by my country when it comes to the promotion and protection of those with disabilities have received due regional and international recognition and bring pride to the whole of Ecuadoran society. It has indeed answered the call of the then Vice President, the former special envoy of the U.N. Secretary General and accessibility, the current president of the league of Ecuador. His appointment represents a major stride towards inclusion of persons with disabilities around the world. 

    In line with the second decade of the convention, our goal is to ensure that Ecuador continues to grow and become stronger as a country of inclusion, solidarity and more. It will be the policy. I have been interested with the task of following up on the results of this plan. This conference is committed to the rights of persons with disabilities, and we will continue contributing to this forum. 

    I'd like to take this opportunity to suggest that this headquarters...  I'd like to call upon them to make reasonable adjustments in line with universal construction code. Many thanks, indeed. 

[ Applause ]

   >> I'd like to thank your excellency for her statement. And now I have to excuse myself for I have to attend the press conference dedicated to the work of our conference. The Vice President of the conference will chair the remainder of the morning session. Thank you. 

[ Applause ]

   >> Ladies and gentlemen, I now give the floor to Zambia. You have the floor. 

   >> Thank you very much, chair, chairpersons, let me join others who have spoken before me to congratulate you on elections for the tenth session of the conference on the rights of persons with disabilities and to other members of the bureau on the election. 

    We remain concerned with the rights of persons with disabilities. The situation is worse the realization of persons with rights of persons with disabilities is critical to the attainment of the 2030 agenda for sustainable development. In particular, universal access to education and employment and the need to address inaccessibility of human settlement gives us hope the 2030 agenda is premised on leaving no one behind. And this includes persons with disabilities. We must work to ensure that comprehensive legislation and policies are put in place so that person with disabilities are able to enjoy their basic human rights and live independently and first be able to make meaningful contributions to their communities.  

    Chairperson, the government of the republic of Zambia is arrive to the fact that segments of those with disability from the poorest parts of the country, and as such, face social and economic exclusion. It is for this reason that the government has adopted an inclusive approach to program implementation for persons with disabilities in an effort to promote, protect, and ensure the full enjoyment of their human rights. And reflected with a person with disabilities act number 6 of 2012. 

    The act provides for mainstreaming of disability issues as an integral part of national policies to the physical, social, economic, and cultural environment including health and education. The urgency is designated as the focal point in as far as the coordination of the implementation on rights of persons with disabilities is concerned. 

    Government has undertaken measures to insure the wellbeing of persons with disabilities by enhancing accessibility, participation, mainstreaming of disability issues in national policies and strategies for sustainable development. It is considered a cross cutting issue in the country's national development plan, which have been tailored to provide enhanced support to persons with disabilities through increased government spending on disability, development of inclusive policies, and strengthening...  

   >> Microphone for the speaker, please. 

   >> You are submit the whole of your statement. I will remind all those who will take the floor that the time available to them for the statements is limited to three minutes strictly. After that, you will see a red flashing light, and at that point the microphone will be cut off. You can finish your statement. I have just been informed of this. 

   >> Thank you. This is a cross cutting pillar in line with the terms of the convention, the policies have been developed in consultation with key stakeholders including organizations of and for the persons with disabilities, civil society organizations. The preliminary findings of the survey indicate that 7.2% of the population of my country live with a disability. This percentage translates to about 940,000 persons with disabilities. It is important to note that during the planning , we took measures to ensure full participation of those with disabilities in the process. Government is aware of the fact that social protection programs play a vital role in organizations. Consequently, the government with support from the cooperating partner, through the national social protection policy is implementing unconditional, social teams targeting 10% of the most vulnerable groups of the disabled people in the rural areas. 

    It aims at improving livelihood by raising income, consumption levels, access to health, and social services. By the end of 2016, 242,000 beneficiaries will put on the program, including the person with disabilities. We have implementation on community based rehabilitation programs which provides for community involvement and participation and welfare of those with disabilities. The program involves communities and development of skills using local initiatives to meet basic needs of persons with disabilities, such as making assistive devices and also government is cognizant of the need to ensure the inclusion and full participation of persons with disabilities in humanitarian situations. 

    It has therefore adopted a disaster management of 2010, which guides countries prepared needs response and recovery in disaster mitigation. With representation of persons with disabilities at provential and community levels.  Despite the strides made so far, challenges do remain as persons with disabilities continue to face numerous challenges such as poverty, lack of access, lack of accessible environment, and limited employment opportunities that would allow them to gain self‑confidence and make positive contributions to society. We are ready to work with partners in ensuring that the rights of persons with disabilities are promoted and protected. Thank you 

   >> Thank you, excellency. And now I pass the floor to the next speaker from Canada. You have the floor. 

   >> Thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen, delegates, as the very first minister appointed for persons with disabilities, it is my great honor to represent Canada on the convention. This lofty burden enables me to actively champion the rights of Canadian persons with disabilities in my dealings with my cabinet colleagues. This is particularly meaningful. The Prime Minister has entrusted me with the mandate to ensure greater opportunities and accessibility for Canadians with disabilities. One component is legislation that will transform how the government of Canada addresses accessible. We heard the views of nearly 6,000 Canadians through the most accessible and inclusive consultations ever undertaken by the government of Canada in Canadian history. Our next step is to encorporate what we've learned to increase participation. That will promote a quality of opportunity by removing barriers in areas of federal jurisdiction. Internationally, our key priorities include advancing rights, including full inclusion through multilateral initiatives, assistance and humanitarian activities.  Through our international assistance, Canada finds a number of initiatives geared towards reducing poverty and promoting rights of persons with disabilities in our partner countries.  Between 2010 and 2016, we invested over $76 million on projects focused on advancing the rights of persons can disabilities.  I am pleased to announce Canada's new membership in an important network for exchanging ideas, best practices and lessons learned.  Through Canada's engagement with the multilateral humanitarian partners, Canada supports resolutions related to the inclusion of persons can disabilities in international humanitarian responses.  Through our experienced non‑governmental organizations, we support specific initiatives related to inclusion of persons with disabilities in its humanitarian response. 

    Ongoing implementation of the principles contained. And further strengthening the partnership with the United Nations.  As such our government was pleased to announce that Canada had gun the process as well as Canada's...  and launched the Canadian radio and telecommunication video relay service, which enhances the ability of people whose first language is ASL to participate fully in Canada's communication system. In April, Canada made its first appearance on the rights of persons with disabilities. This allowed us to reflect on our record and discuss how to better implement the convention. Of all of these initiatives, we worked with and continue to include people with disabilities and representative organizations and decisions that have and working together with United Nations system to address challenges that continue to exist.  We look forward to working with fellow member states to develop more prosperous and inclusive societies for everyone. Thank you. 

   >> Next speaker, please. 

   >> Today on behalf of the government of Cambodia, I am delighted to take part in the tenth conference in the third party to the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. I would like to inform those that Cambodia is strongly committed its inclusion in implementing the inclusion of rights of persons with disabilities to promote disabilities and access to barriers according to the evolutions of the Cambodia organization. Based on strengthening the implementations of the...  right s. 

    In 2013, the royal government of Cambodia became parties to the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. Many significantly in the past few years ask the reviewing of the implementations of the national strategy plan on disability 2014, 2018 was giving the prioritize strategies to focus on social economics and cultures, activities, and rehabilitations, education,...  participation as well as women's and childrens with disabilities. The royal government of Cambodia in partnership with the United Nations as Cambodia is currently implementing the disability rights program supported by the Australian government. The royal government has adopted 2030 agenda for implementing goals and key to ensure the inclusion, development, and promoting identity of persons with disabilities. 

    I am very delighted to inform you that as of today, many have delivered channels to deliberate on the relevant issues as the national accessibilities guideline and implement a system for...  at public and private institutes. Vocational training policy for person with disabilities including women with disabilities. And policy guideline on accessible and national...  

    The royal government of Cambodia is in the process of strengthening leadership as well as its plan and coordination the role to ensure community rehabilitation person with disabilities. To promote equalities and full participation of persons with disabilities the law on the general statutes of the service has success removed... 

[ Applause ]

   >> Apologies again. I have just been informed that after five minutes, the microphone will automatically be automatically be cut off. When it comes to your statements, please abide by the time made available to you, that's three minutes.  Once three minutes is over, a light will start to flicker and this should indicate that you should wrap up your statement. At five minutes, the microphone will automatically be cut off. Thank you so much for your understanding. Now to pass the floor to our next representative, minister of social and children affairs from Sierra Leon. 

   >> Thank you. I want to commend the Secretariat for organizing this year's conference with his excellency. Since our domestication of the U.N. convention on the rights of persons with disabilities in the form of the persons with disability act in 2011, we have regularly participated at these states parties conference as a practical demonstration of our commitment to implement the provisions of the convention.  We have always ensured the full participation of the disabled in our preparation for this August meeting as well as our participation hearing. 50% of the delegates who flew to be here today from my country are themselves disabled but highly intelligent and productive citizens. 

    Under the leadership of our president recognizes the inclusion and full participation of those with disabilities in our national development. As a female minister, I have been mandated to ensure this momentum is sustained. After our civil war ended in 2002, we had a new category of disableds who were victims of the war, such as those with amputated limbs. Today as we emerge out of the E. Bola outbreak, many survivors have been left with impairments that leave them with significant percentage of disability. We have a growing number of our citizens who are E. Bola survivors who have gone blind or become physically disabled because of problems with their eyes or joints caused by the virus. We also have mentally disabled citizens struggling to cope with the effects of the outbreak. We have made tremendous progress in promoting and protecting the rights, dignity and wellbeing of persons with disabilities. The chairman to the has led a commission to try to protect disableds from discrimination as well as leading various advocacy campaigns. This includes the incorporation of persons with disability in the policies, the development of the draft education policy, and many other participant developments. The issue of disability is so entrenched in my country that almost every new activity is created with careful design to ensure those with disabilities can enjoy. Our newly constructed intra‑city highway is ones. Our social protection policy has special attention being paid when we do cash transfers to ensure that disableds are considered. However, Mr. President, in spite of the tremendous progress we have made, the fact remains that a lot more needs to be done.  So I'm using the opportunity today to point out that we still have many of our disabled population being forced to take to the streets to beg because there are obstacles in the way. Therefore...  calling on development partners to continue to assist us with disability. We finally would like to make a call that if the world is to succeed with the 2030 development agenda, we would like member states to give serious consideration around the largest minority group in the world today, which is the disabled. 

[ Applause ]

   >> Thank you. I give the floor to our representative from Ghana.
>> Distinguished Chair and 
delegates, I am pleased to be 
offered the opportunity to 
address the 10th Session of the 
Conference and to congratulate 
you and the Members of the 
Bureau on your election. 

I would like to express my delegation's confidence in your leadership to steering us to a fruitful and successful outcome. I also wish to extend greetings from the president of the republic,
I bring you special greetings 
from H.E. President Nana Addo 
Danquah Akufo Addo and the 
people of Ghana. My delegation 
is confident that your 
leadership and rich experience 
will ensure a fruitful and 
successful outcome.        
Distinguished Chair, my 
statement outlines measures 
taken by the Government of Ghana 
together with persons with 
disabilities and Disabled 

Peoples organizations, DPOs, to create the right environment. 

    With regard to equal access to education, health care, economic opportunities, social interaction, equal recognition before the law, and the ability to participate in politics and to exercise control over their own lives across a range of contexts. For women and girls, discrimination usually comes on the grounds of gender and of disability. The government of Ghana over the years has had the issue of disability as a priority agenda with the current administration intensifying efforts in the inclusion and participation of persons with disabilities and disabled peoples organizations in the country's development process. There are ongoing consultation with DPOs in Ghana's medium‑term national development plan 2018 to 2021. To further the rights and interests of persons with disabilities, we currently have under consideration of Ghana's parliament, the affirmative action bill, which has been designed to create opportunities.
In order to ensure employment of 
persons with disabilities, the 
government through the Ministry 
of Roads and Highways has 
finalised plans to recruit over 
200 persons with disabilities in 
the Roads and Highways sector 
and hopes to increase this 
number over a period.

    Proposals have been received from the DPOs for the exercise. Development of the Ghana accessibility standard in the built environment. So address the challenge of exclusion of particularly women and children in education in basic schools also enjoy the same freebasic education, in addition to government providing other facilities in public universities to ensure a positive educational experience. They have teamed up with the international household registry.
To compile disaggregated data on 
persons with disabilities.
The 2010 Housing and Population 
census estimated the population 
of persons with disabilities as 
737,743.

The disbursement of moneys under the livelihood empowerment against poverty to about 25,000PWDs to meet some of their basic needs is underway. These beneficiaries also have been registered and national health insurance scheme to enable them to have access to free medical care. We also have the lead plus that...  

   >> Thank you, excellency. And now I give the floor to her excellency, vice minister of foreign affairs. 

   >> Many thanks madame chair. On behalf of my delegation, allow me to greet you and the members of the bureau and wish you every success as you preside over the work of this meeting. We have heard the national Secretariat for human rights of persons with disabilities as the governing body which oversees public policy in this field and ensure that public policy ensure inclusion and accessibility for disabled persons in recent years we have passed important laws to guarantee the participation inclusion of persons with disabilities and make sure they can live independently. These include the law of accessibility and the law of inclusive education and the law which makes it mandatory to ensure that disabled...  persons with disabilities account for 5% of the work force in public institutions.  We also have the law for inclusion in the workplace. Behave a protocol which deals with justice on the part of those with psychosocial disabilities. In last municipal elections, we undertook elections to guarantee that they were able to enjoy their right to vote. We ensure that voting was made accessable and provided tools to ensure that they could vote. And implemented the postal voting mechanism regarding social protection of persons with disabilities living in poverty. I wish to indicate that our key program of conditional now incorporates persons with disabilities and has done so since 2005. This program has a rights‑based approach and takes into account the specific needs of persons with disabilities.  We have recently broadened the coverage of this program, giving priority to persons with severe disabilities. And the national action plan for the rights of persons with disabilities the special visit last December, and she recognized in her report that she presented to the human rights council that we had indeed made significant efforts and progress. We are aware that we have major challenges to overcome. We are spurred on by the conviction that persons with disabilities are subject to rights and not mere charity cases. This was given and reaffirmed with adoption of agenda 2030. This shift is important in order to insure that disabled persons can enjoy their rights. Thank you. 

[ Applause ]

   >> Many thanks. Next speaker, please. 

   >> Let my start by saying that Germany has stepped up its efforts to implement the CRPD over the last years. This applies implementation at the national level and international cooperation. I will first give you a brief overview of the national disability policy projects. This act helped us to improve the lives of persons with disabilities. For example, persons with disabilities are no longer required to submit several applications to several benefit agencies.  When they claim benefits, their partner's income is no longer taken into account, and we are creating new job opportunities in companies.  The revision of the federal act on equal opportunities for persons with disabilities was another important milestone. The changes will help to ensure that the changes will become permanent. Let me briefly highlight elements of the law on equal opportunities for persons with disabilities. I'm thinking about accessible communication together with others who will organization a side event. It will show different approaches and will focus on easy to read performance for persons with cognitive impairments and sign language for deaf persons.  I would like to warmly invite you to the event. We adopted a second national action plan to implement CRPD last year. More than 150 measures. One field of action relates to international cooperation. Inclusion of persons with disabilities at home and in the partner countries of German international development cooperation is still a big challenge. We are facing this due to ongoing discrimination and exclusion of 1 billion persons living with disabilities worldwide. Leave no one behind is not just a slogan. The CRPD committee reminded all of us that we should adapt our monitoring systems.  We know this is a joint task we can only deal with internationally. Germany therefore welcomes the introduction of a new policy marker for inclusion. This instrument is necessary for ensuring that human rights in general and inclusion of persons with disabilities in particular are measured. 

    One important element of the 2030 agenda are human rights and their protection.  The German government firmly believes that strengthening human rights including the right of persons with disabilities and their organizations is important for achieving the sustainable development goals. This also implies to acknowledge that multiple forms of discrimination increases the risk of poverty. Representation is key at both local and international channels. Those with disabilities tend to be underrepresented in many organizations and often face double discrimination. We, therefore, would like to encourage a more equal representation of women in CRPD committees. So thank you for your attention. 

   >> Many thanks. I pass the floor to the next speaker from Lithuania. You have the floor.
New York 
>> Mr. President, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, Lithuania ratified 
the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities and 
its Optional Protocol in 2010 
and has since taken measures to 
ensure its effective 
implementation and to guarantee 
quality life for persons with 
disabilities. Lithuaniaâ€™s 
first implementation report was 
submitted in April 2016.
The CRPD gave positive 
evaluation to Lithuania for 
public awareness raising aimed 
at changing negative attitudes 
and stereotypes associated with 
disabilities. In line with the 
recommendations, Lithuania 
drafted amendments to the Law on 
Parliament Election and Law on 
Referendum permitting voting for 
persons with disabilities via 
available electronic voting 
systems.

   
NGOs were directly involved in 
the elaboration of National 
Programme for Social Integration 
of Persons with Disabilities 

2013‑2019, which aims to
improve the quality of life for 
persons with disabilities, 
through provision of social 
rehabilitation services, 
development of mobility and 
independent life skills, 
publishing and distribution of 
periodicals and information 
publications, and support to the 
activities of associations of 
persons with disabilities. 
The Lithuanian Government 
attaches great importance to the 
role of civil society, including 
NGOs of persons with 
disabilities. In line with this 
approach, government programme 
focuses in particular on social 
integration, promotion of 

NGOs
and strengthening of 
communities, thus directly 
benefiting associations of 
persons with disabilities. It 
also prioritizes the inclusion 
of NGOs into all institutional 
forms of partnership at all 
levels and in all stages.

   
Following the recommendation of 
the Committee to include from 
the very first stages the 
organisations of persons with 
disabilities into the process of 
adoption of all relevant 
political decisions in all 
sectors, last year we amended 
the Law on Social Integration of 
Persons with Disabilities. 
According to this law, the main 
task for the Council for Affairs 
of Persons with Disabilities is 
that of a public advisory body, 
discussing matters of social 
integration of persons with 
disabilities and submitting 
proposals to the Lithuanian 
Government, ministries, state 
and municipal bodies and 
institutions on the policy of 
social integration of persons 
with disabilities.

   
To ensure that NGOs of persons 
with disabilities can 
participate in all processes of 
the adoption of decisions 
relevant for the disabled, 
representatives of these 
organisations are invited to 
join relevant working groups 
drafting legislation on the 
implementation of the 
Convention. This year, NGO 
representatives took very active 
part in working group to draft 
legislation on the 
implementation of Point A, 
Article 29 of the Convention.

   
Ladies and Gentlemen, We believe 
that the policies on inclusion 
of persons with disabilities 
will be effective only if 
persons with disabilities and 
their representative 
organisations can share their 
perspectives and experience and 
are fully included in all 
decision making. 

    Thank you for your attention. 

[ Applause ]

   >> Many thanks.  Now I give the floor to our next representative, deputy minister of social development from south Africa. You have the floor. 

   >> Thank you very much, madame president. Allow me to bring the greetings of my president, the government and the people of the republic of south Africa. I would like to thank you and the members of the bureau for the excellent work in preparation for this conference.  My delegation has derived significant inspiration from the informative and insightful information shared at the annual conference for state parties to the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities.  The convention is a critical...  by disrupting the business as usual paradigm. South Africa is taking stock on how fast we have come in ratifying the conference and its optional protocall. Eight of our nine provinces disability rights coordinating mechanism as referenced by article 23...  the country's minister the first aid provential minister of health, members of parliament, as well as modern...  in the local government have capabilities. We all know that persons are not...  by very few. I'm proud to report that efforts are represented on the presidential working group on disability, chaired by the president himself, providing citizens with access to the highest decision making in the country. These are but some examples of giving life to our commitment to self‑representation. Our next step is institutionalizing the right to be under this agreement and good will, taking it among others into law. South Africa is therefore inviting delegates to join us at their site event from policy to action, institutionalizing the rights to self‑representation in committee room 12, which we will have on the 15th from 8‑9:30, which we are co‑hosting with china and the international disability alliance. However, whilst we have past legislation that requires that all administration actions are lawful, and procedurally fair, policies sometimes fall short. We will forever be reminded that had we paid more attention to the administrative justice and the cradle of the 2030 sustainable development agenda to leave no one behind, we could have avoided the tragedy in which more than 100 persons with psychosocial and or severe intellectual disabilities passed away in 2016 as a result of poor implementation of policy that complies with the convention. Measures have since been put in place to ensure that these human rights violations never happen again.  We reported last year that the south African government has released the country's national...  at the end of 2015. We haved a part of this process commenced with a pilot developed over the past three years with the support of the United Nations partnership. The disability inequality index provides us with strategy on progress being made. And persons without disabilities.  We welcome partnerships to consult on this way so that the index can find a home in the international arena along with the human development index and the agenda on eequality index. The general has prioritize the standardization of the measures of disability across data to guide the development of disability inclusive and more. Madame chairperson,...  

[ Applause ]

   >> Thank you. I turn the floor over to our next representative. 

   >> Thank you. Let me congratulate the team that has been appointed to run this conference.  Madame president, the media remains committed to follow through the recommendations of the CRPD as enshrined in the signed document, and hopes to continue working with all stakeholders to ensure that all recommendations are implemented as indicated. Data is at the core, because one cannot serve those who are not counted.  We will collect and disseminate da. The last census of 2011 was disseminated with a focus on disability. We have been enabled to know how many persons with disabilities and the services that they may require. This helps governments plan and respond to needs as well as enabling us to implement the convention. In 2015, the ministry of poverty mitigation was created with the main purpose of implementing goal one and two that speaks to no poverty and no hunger. In 2016, the media launches the blueprint on poverty irradication that puts a special focus. Inclusivity was emphasized, and this was reflected in the plan, which was a government strategy aiming at accelerating exclusive development. The United Nations team in the media has a joint approach to the promotion of disability rights within the framework of the United Nations partnership framework. This partnership supports the system of strengthening and coordinating various government programs and advocates for the provision of inclusive services such as health, education and protection of persons with disabilities. To the U.N. partnership framework on the rights of persons with disability. UNICEF and the media supported the mince industry of education with developing and inclusive education bill, soon to be tabled in parliament. Also the conduction of the rapid analysis and documenting the implementation of inclusive education...  realizing the goal of the SDG. Madame president, we are working with the leadership for traditional leaders and organization of persons with disability to raise awareness...  disability issues, rights, and mainstreaming. Madame president, our biggest challenge as a nation remains stereotypes and misconceptions around disability. The challenge is limited financial human capital in implementing projects, and as such, the media greatly relies on goal 17. I thank you. 

   >> Many thanks, and now I give the floor to the next representative. You have the floor. 

   >> Madame president, let me begin by congratulating you and other bureau members on your elections. I also thank the distinguished speakers for their statements earlier today. A lot remains to be done, and the world has come a long way on how persons with disabilities are treated.  The convention has catalyzed action across the world. Today, global awareness of disability inclusive development is increasing. This is strongly reflected in 2030 agenda for sustainable development, and is incorporated in several of the SDGs. The new urban agenda adopted by habitat three commits to promoting measures to facilitate access to services to persons with disabilities.  India is incorporating the need to be more responsive in plans for implementing SDGs. Madame president, India was among the first countries to ratify the convention. It is the thing. 

    A couple of months ago in April of this year, India brought a completely new rights of persons with disabilities act that substantially improves the existing legal framework on this issue. Also in April this year, a new health care act was enacted, which is also a significant improvement on the legal framework concerning this condition. The new disability law specifically focuses on the right to equality and non‑discrimination, social security and recreational needs of persons with disabilities, provision of guardianship for persons with mental illnesses, and also it expands the action in terms of education, jobs, and housing opportunities. A flagship program to create barrier‑free environment. And information and communication technology eco‑systems. The new mental health care act provides health care services for those diagnosed with mental illnesses and protection from discrimination. And focuses on rehabilitation of persons rather than penalizing those with mental illnesses. The prescribe of India in his recent conversation with the nation also spoke at length about the issue of depression and set out a holistic perspective on mental health. He stressed the importance of yoga for mental wellbeing. 

    Madame chairperson, persons with disabilities continue to overcome challenges to make a mark in several activities in fields of their choosing. The recent appointment of a young visually challenged diplomat in India was recognized recently. Last year's paralympic game provided India with their best ever showing. 

    Madame president, poverty and disability are closely interlinked.  The ongoing, fast, and inclusive economic growth in countries like India has contributed significantly to hardships and challenges facing persons with disabilities.  India remains committed to working with the international community and all stakeholders so that persons with disabilities can live a meaningful life full of dignity and purpose. Thank you. 

[ Applause ]

   >> Many thanks.  I give the floor to the next representative. Excellency, you have the floor. 

   >> Madame president, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, it's a great honor to be in the tenth conference on the state of parties of the convention to the right of persons with disabilities, focusing on the very important team of inclusion and full participation of persons with disability and their representative organizations and the implementation of the convention. Dear chairperson, for the case of conflict and violence have destroyed the social fabric. One of the main consequences of the protective...  has been disability for a large number of [ INDISCERNIBLE ]. Several have lost their limbs due to land mines. 

    And also we have disability that can be prevented easily, but due to conflict, it has become harder. Due to stigma, and one society based on the social protection strategy and national risk and vulnerability assisting people with disability. Heavy challenges. And employment and physical accessibility challenges. In the past two years, the national unity government of Afghanistan has made several achievements that ensure a few are highlighted here. Right of persons with disability. Pay attention for those with disability through bank accounts in order to bring transparency and reduce corruption. Establishment of one stop shop within the system in order to reduce bureaucracy. 

    The initial action planned for the person with disability is under...  which will push all other development bodies to provide assistance and support to this population. The national disability survey is underway. Is t survey will provide accurate data on the means and services to be provided for the person with disabilities.  We have conducted high level advocacy and awareness from public to high government officials. Development of economic empowerment program on national level and especially...  with a special focus on women and girls for having this disability. 

    The issue of this disability through all government policy and procedures. Ladies and gentlemen, we are well aware of the shortcomings and provision of the required services for persons with disability in Afghanistan. Despite the challenges, there have been many positive steps taken by the national unity government of Afghanistan. The current situation called for urgent support we affirm our commitment to the full implementation of U.N. CRPD. Thank you. 

[ Applause ]

   >> Now I give the floor to her excellency, special secretary for the rights of persons with disabilities. Ministry of human rights. 

   >> President, secretary, president of the committee on the rights of people with disabilities, members of the delegation, ladies and gentlemen, Brazil has been working towards regulation and implementation of the commitments made.  One of the ratification of the convention on the rights of people with disabilities as well as recommendations received by the committee under the rights of persons with disabilities in order to ensure the exercise of political rights of people with disabilities.  We count on communications and architecture accessibility throughout the electoral process. Brazilian law of inclusion with the civil movement of people with disability and its elaboration. The law implements public policies. The government improved the process of quality with universal coverage we elaborated a national plan to confront violence in good practices developed in state governments. The plan, which has been launched, improves the methodology of recording cases of violence against peoples with disability, enables publications and creates specialized police commissions. Created and regulating an inclusion grant program to encourage enter into the market, labor market with people with disabilities already enrolled in the conditional program as a way to keep and improve the excellent results of the...  

    We expanded the resource 

   >> Now I pass the floor to the next representative. You have the floor. 

   >> We have ratified in 2010, showing commitment to develop and promote persons with disabilities. Addressing persons with disability not only from the perspective of social protection, but first of all from the perspective of human rights and social inclusion. Recognizing the human value of this category of persons providing that they are enjoying the same civil political and cultural rights as other citizens. Since 2010, a number have been developed and approved, regulating the forming process in this field. Have been regulated and developed. Thus, the efforts of the states are aimed at integrating the model of human rights in the regulatory acts as the on...  of persons with disabilities. At the moment, the government of republic of Muldova is concentrating on the integration of systems according to the standards. The promotion of inclusive education and active measures for persons with disabilities on labor markets. They increase access to infrastructure and communication and the recommendation of governship systems.  By the end of this year, the government will approve a new strategy on social inclusion on persons with disability from 2017, 2022, that will be the mainframe of document in this area. It was developed with the participation of civil society and persons with disabilities, taking into account the recommendation on the rights of persons with disabilities. Madame chair, my government will continue to focus on the implementation on the U.N. convention and improving the legal and policy framework of social protection for people with disabilities. And we will spare no effort to ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities are fulfilled. I thank you. 

[ Applause ]

   >> Many thanks, excellency, and now I give the floor to the next speaker. 

   >> Madame chair, a consistent element in the social policy being implemented in the Russian federation is concern for persons with disability. It is targeted on affording them equal rights with other citizens and enjoying all categories of human rights. We have achieved quite a lot. A comprehensive analysis and fine tuning to incorporate into it the conventions provision. Legislation on the rights of persons with disability has been improved in 20 important fields, spanning from education, culture transports and sports. There has been a barrage yule implementation in creating throughout the count country an obstacle free living conditions for persons with disabilities. There has been a three and a half fold, up to 50% increase in the number of accessible priority facilities. There has been a 4.5 fold, up to 20.8% in the number of educational organizations with the universal obstacle‑free environment. Since July 2016, there has been a requirement regarding a pan on construction and commissioning not accessible to persons with disability. There's a federal program on subtitling Russian national channels and has been expanded to regional channels.  Websites must include versions for the sight impaired. This is important for our 240,000 citizens with impaired vision. Cinemas must now screen material with subtitling, and there has to be signing of domestic films. We devote high attention to this. The government has endorsed a plan of action to increase up to 5% of the share of employed working age people with disabilities. Concrete obligations will be included. Over the past years we have to reach several of achievement. Changes to 49 existing indicators have been made. 

    Madame chair in conclusion, I should like to touch on the topic of non‑discrimination on those with disabilities. Russian paralympians were not allowed to participate in Rio in 2016. We cannot but qualify this as political motivated action. We hope that Russian paralympians will be able to compete in Korea. Thank you. 

[ Applause ]

   >> Many thanks and now I give the floor to the next representative from Norway. You have the floor. 

   >> Boys and girls with disabilities shall have opportunities for personal development, participation on an equal basis with others.  The nor Norwegian government has undertaken legal measures and financial support. Norway also supports disabled persons in developing countries. The withins of patients and representatives are taken into consideration. The social service offers benefits based on capabilities and needs of the individual user. This is achieved by active user involvement. Law requires that person with disabilities are consulted in matters of interest at the local level. This applies physical access and other initiatives to account for discrimination based on disability. Our ambitions are high. We plan to make all state owned buildings universally designed by 2025. All websites shall be universally designed by 2019. More information on is available in Norway's report to the CRPD committee. In the reporting process. Norway contributes to implementing the CRPD and...  through our foreign and developing policies as well. Norway will work to ensure that humanitarian policies include persons with disabilities. Inclusion and participation of those concerned is a guaranteed optimal results based on first‑hand experience. This makes better societies for all of us.  Thank you. 

[ Applause ]

   >> Thank you. And now I give the floor to the next speaker. Representative from Mexico, madame, you have the floor. 

   >> Thank you. The government of Mexico actively champions the universalization of the convention on the rights of persons with a disability, and monitors its implementation on a year by year basis, and we promote action in our country. The president established a national system for the inclusion of persons with a disability with the aim of guaranteeing that disabled persons were fully able to enjoy their rights through the fostering of a culture enabling those with disabilities to participate in all areas of modern life. With the overarching reform of the education system, we saw...  which guarantees respective access to education. Many people have different capacities, rhythms and styles when it comes to learning. The needs of disabled students were met and ensuring that we move towards a more inclusive education system. I would point to the publication of rules for equal work in the workplace and non‑discrimination and states access on the parts of persons with disabilities. Cases involving a person with a disability. This is a protocol to be adhered to by federal gauges. Using the social and health systems.  I would recall that the government of Mexico submitted the candidacy for the period 2019‑2022. By way of conclusion, I would like to say that on the 26th of April, the national council of agenda 2030 for sustainable development. And this public policies to ensure development and full inclusion for persons with a disability. We are spearheading national einto all aspects of life in order to ensure the full empowment of this group. Many thanks indeed. 

   >> Many thanks. And now I give the floor to the next representative from Philippines.  Madame, you have the floor. 

   >> Thank you, madame president. The promotional protection of the rights of persons with disabilities and their inclusion in our development agenda have always been of high importance for the Philippines. We were among the first states which ratified the U.N. convention on the rights of persons with disabilities, and we are proud to say that our own magna carta for persons with disabilities marks its 21st anniversary this year.  The plan for 2017 to 2022 ensures disability inclusive society where persons with disabilities will have greater access to programs and services. Initiatives under the plan include stricter implementation of disability related policies and programs such as better health care for persons with disabilities, including access to affordable rehabilitation services and broader employment opportunities through facilitation programs. Last year, the Philippines held its first nation‑wide summit for persons with disabilities where over 350 participating groups formulated recommendations for programs and services that would help them become productive members of society. Disability sense tiff training and other capacity building activities have been implemented among service front liners, policymakers to ensure a more responsive and efficient service delivery. National laws prescribe the establishment of persons with disability affairs offices in every province, city, and municipality. The allocation of at least 1% of all in government agencies for persons with disabilities. The establishment of polling places accessible to persons with disability and the prohibition and persons with disabilities.  We have also adopted an inclusive that identified persons with disabilities as one of the vulnerable groups needing special attention before, during and after a disaster. 

    In 2016, many persons with disabilities living in the poorest of the poor households throughout the country were identified as beneficiaries of the cash transfer program, making them available to assistance programs to meet their basic and immediate needs.  The Philippines continues to work on the generation of disability relevant data and results‑based monitoring an evaluation system, which are considered essential in advocacy work, policy development and program planning.  We recognize the challenges in implementing the convention, but we believe that the continuous capacity building of all stakeholders will bring more participation in advocacy, implementation and monitoring of the convention.  We look forward to the round table discussions during the session as well as interactive dialogue between state parties and the U.N. system on how we can address the multiple discriminations of persons with disabilities continue to face and how they needs can be taken into account in the new agenda and in humanitarian actions. We will achieve our vision of an inclusive and rights based society where persons with disabilities are not left behind.  Thank you. 

[ Applause ]

   >> Thank you, excellency, and now I give the floor to her excellency, our next representative of the European Union. You have the floor. 

   >> I have the honor to speak on behalf of the European Union. Progress in implementing the CRPD is now illustrated by at least 130EU illegal acts related to matters governed by the CRPD. 

    Two, adoption of the disability act.  The proposal is now under negotiations.  Three, reviewing the composition with the EU monitoring framework. The EU monitoring framework has been adopted to ensure alignment to the principles.  A midterm report on the European disability strategy has been published in February of this year. Earlier this year, the European commission adopted the proposal for European social rights. It is intended as a reference framework for conversions in social rights. The European social rights shares the vision and goals. Its monitoring framework will show progress with advancing CRPD. Last year, the EU also endorsed in humanitarian action. This represents an important step towards ensuring that the needs of persons with disabilities are taken into account in humanitarian restaurants. In line with the program, this intervention shows the concrete commitment of the EU to implement the CRPD now and in the future with the full participation of persons with disabilities. Thank you. 

[ Applause ]

   >> Thanks. And now I pass the floor to the next representative from Portugal. Madame, you have the floor. 

   >> I have the honor to address you on behalf of the Portuguese government. This is one of the most ratified conventions of all international human rights treaties so far. 

    Madame president, as I have already stated last year in this room, the economic crisis and measures to which Portugal was subject have had a negative impact on living conditions, and the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities. Madame president, a year ago, during the debate on the ninth session, I stated that Portugal was working on two major legislative projects, the social provision for inclusion and on a new model of support for independent living never before implemented in my country. It is with pride for the work being done by the government that I am a member of that I can share with you the aforementioned social benefit. Social benefit which will raise all persons with disability s above the poverty line. 

    Portugal has an integrating school. And this should be a reason for pride in our country. The group work has completed its task and has submitted to the respective tutelage a legislative proposal that establishes learning measures of support that allows each student to reach his potential, placing the educational intervention in the school and in the classroom for a multidisciplinary work involving family, teachers, and technicians. 

   >> There are just two examples I wanted to point to reaffirming the commitment to uphold the commitment. I wish to state the fact that we are convinced that we will come back to you in a year to state that we have reached our desired objective. Thank you. 

[ Applause ]

   >> Many thanks. And now I give the floor to the next representative from Kenya. 

   >> Hi excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, I thank you for the opportunity to address this tenth session of the conference of state parties to the convention of rights of persons with disabilities. Today's theme is inclusion and full participation of persons with disabilities and representative organizations and the implementation of the convention comes at an opportune moment for member states. For the estimated over 1 billion across the world, it is imperative that the CRPD and the sustainable development goals are implemented to insure that we need no one behind. That has been through the medium term plan and is being implemented together in sustainable development goals.  I'm pleased to report that Kenya has offered herself for the voluntary review at the HLTF, and will take place here in July at the United Nations. Organizations of persons with disabilities have come together to form a caucus that will work in partnership with citizens with disabilities and responsive to disability. Madame chair, we have reviewed by the committee on the rise of persons with disabilities to guide implementation by the CRPD. Provisions of the convention to actualize. The chair of the government of Kenya is in the process of developing the national strategy for disability mainstreaming. And organizations of persons with disabilities working together to ensure that the needs of PWDs are mainstreamed in all policies and programs. Other countries are reviewing the PWDs of 2013, the special needs education policy and other laws related to disability in order to conform with the spirit of the convention. Madame chair, to address accessibility rights in Kenya, the government has developed and continues to implement laws, pollingcies, and action plans that will require all actors in the transport and construction to comply with the requirements of PWDs as contemplated in the CRPD. Inclusive, safe, and sustainable human settlements. Madame chair, Kenya is also pursuing policies to address the housing needs of its citizens with disabilities that we need to be provided with accessible and disability friendly dwelling. Kenya is also reviewing its disaster response strategies with a view to reorganizing and addressing the needs of PWDs in emergency situations. And reporting mechanisms and is prepared to meet regular reports to the CRPD as required. Have been trained and are involved in periodic immigration by the Kenya national commission on human rights. Madame chair, Kenya has impressed the multi‑stakeholder and inclusive nation of UNCRPD, which will... 

   >> I thank the representative of Kenya. I resume my duties as the chair of the conference.  Now I have the pleasure to give the floor to his excellency, president of the Egyptian council for persons with disabilities. 

   >> Thank you. Today we are celebrating the tenth anniversary on the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities.  This reflects international interest in the rights of this sector of the population. And they wish to listen to the representative of this group and this is unprecedented in Egypt. We are following that revolution, the national council for persons with disabilities was created following that revolution. Presented the candidacy of one of its members to the commission which prepared the new Egyptian constitution there has been an inclusive dialogue held. More specifically, this dialogue has been with held to reaffirm the need to respect the rights of persons with disabilities. The choice...  well, women with disabilities were brought on to this council in order to take stock of women's rights, the rights of women with disabilities. Persons with disabilities are now represented at the national level as part of economic reforms undertaken by Egypt. A project was launched entitled the dignity project. Its aim was to ensure basic...  this is all part of social inclusion policies. The state has launched a number of accommodational housing projects. The ministry established a strategy in this connection designed to protect this need. Decided that 2018 would be the year for persons with disables. With the enactment of this law on declaration of this year, 2018 as the year of the persons with disabilities. We have every faith in our ability to take stock of the needs of disabled people and incorporate them into the plans.  Thank you. 

   >> And now I would like to give the floor to the next representative. 

   >> Sit a great honor for me to be here at the tenth annual conference, an Italian sports program for persons on the autism spectrum. This marks a special year for us launching once again the message of the U.N. General Assemblies adoption of the CRPD. I would like to specifically draw your attention to the content of article 30 that reads the states recognize the rights of persons with disabilities to participate on an equal basis with others in sports activities. In particular, this is the mission of our association to encourage and promote the participation to the fullest extent possible of persons with disabilities in mainstream sporting activities at all levels. And to this end, encourage provision on an equal basis with others of appropriate means of instruction, training, and resources, to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to sports, recreational and tourism venues to ensure that children with disabilities have equal access with other children to participation in play, recreation, leisure, and sporting activities, including those activities in the school system. To ensure that persons with disabilities have access to services from those involved in the organization of recreational tourism leisure and sporting actives. 

        I would like to highlight the new goals of agenda 2030 in which the inclusion of persons with disabilities will positively impact those countries in which individuals are strongly supported in exercising their rights. With the approval of European project for the nonprofit program this year, we will be offering the sports methodology to 12 European countries at the closing in Rome. With greater strength, I would like to say that the unique and specific nature of this type of disability which can disable the family nucleus can be a priority dedicated to persons with autism with an approach based on the respect of their human rights, which is the the vital underlying contribution. Thanking you and the entire assembly for this tune, I hope to be able to offer further opportunity for inclusion to persons with disabilities through sports and I conclude with an invitation to you all which will be followed up with an invitation through social media to join us in Rome this September. Thank you. 

[ Applause ]

   >> I would like to thank the representative. Ladies and gentlemen, we are close to end of this meeting of the morning session of our conference, but before, I would like to give the floor to our Secretariat to deliver important information about housekeeping. 

   >> Thank you very much, president. This year over 85 events to the conference have been organized by states parties and other stakeholders, U.N. agencies and civil society organizations.  Conference rooms are located at the first basement level. For food and beverages, please use cafeteria and cafes at the basement level. There are also two places in the Secretariat building where you can have...  where you can also have food and beverages, which is on the first floor of the Secretariat building and the first floor of the Secretariat building. The afternoon session will start in conference room 4, and at that time, accessibility modified seating will continue to be applied. Thank you very much. 

   >> I would like to thank the secretary for this important information. And as has already been said this afternoon we shall start at 3:00 p.m. sharp in conference room 4 to continue this agenda item 5A. And the reminder of the speakers starting with Zimbabwe, followed by co‑chairs of the conference, and after that, all the rest. So I declare this meeting adjourned. Thank you very much. 

[ Applause ]

