Good afternoon.
We would like to welcome you to this Informal Session on the Global Economic Crisis, poverty and the implementation of the Convention.  It is a privilege for IDA to be co-chairing this session with the New Zealand permanent mission to the UN, representing the Bureau of the Conference of States Parties on this occasion.

Our discussion today is of utmost relevance for the International Disability Alliance, since Persons with disabilities are more frequently   and more severely affected by structural poverty.  One of every five persons living in poverty is a person with a disability and 80 % of the total population of PWD lives in the developing world. In addition and as mentioned yesterday by several member states the current economic crisis has worsened the current situation.
But why is that there is such a dramatic representation of PWD among the poor and the poorest? Several reasons may be mentioned including:
· The charity mindset – the persistent low expectations and prejudice in society which link disability with lack of productivity and dependency on public and private charity

· Illiteracy - The high rates of illiteracy, low levels of education and professional skills among people with disabilities, resulting from non-inclusive education systems.

· High levels of unemployment.
· Impact on the family. The lack of social protection systems that cover disability-related expenses, which then need to be covered by the families and which contribute to the poverty and social exclusion of the whole family unit.
· The need for at least one family member to stop working as a result of the lack of services, with a consequent impact on the family income.
It is important to note that international poverty reduction strategies will not be achieved if the situation of PWD is not taken into account.  This is certainly true with the MDGs, from which unfortunately PWD are totally absent. This absence is a not only a clear violation of the rights of at least 10% of the world population but will prevent the achievement of the goals of eradication of extreme poverty and hunger and universal primary education, just to mention 2 examples.
In this context the CRPD is an effective tool to minimize the number of pwd facing poverty.  As a human rights treaty and social development tool, it is the superseding instrument that sets the standards which will generate actions to reduce poverty among PWD.
The most relevant articles of the CRPD in this context are:
· Article 24, on the right to education.
· Article 26, which guarantees all persons with disabilities access to voluntary rehabilitation in their community
· Article 27 on access to work, including the access to microcredits and cooperative work

· Article 28 on adequate standard of living which includes references to the coverage of disability-related expenses and the access of persons with disabilities, especially women and older people, to programmes of social protection and poverty reduction strategies
· Article 32 on international cooperation, which should ensure that funds targeting the fight against poverty fully benefit persons with disabilities
Finally, it is important to remember the principle of participation reflected in art 4.3 of the CRPD, which refers to the responsibility of States Parties to consult representative organisations of people with disabilities in all actions related to the implementation of the CRPD, which will require actions to empower, politically and socially, people with disabilities and their organisations.
Nothing about us without us!.
With that I give the floor to Ambassador Mc. Jim McLay.
In order to combat the extreme high levels of poverty and extreme poverty among persons with disabilities, the COP could make the following recommendations:

· That all UN specialized agencies, funds and programmes fully contribute to the implementation of the CRPD and to the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities in all initiatives related to the Millennium Development Goals.
· That all bilateral and multilateral development cooperation agencies actively include in their programmes the rights of persons with disabilities, in accordance with article 32 of the CRPD.
· That all States include persons with disabilities as a priority group in their national plans to fight poverty, and that they include organisations of persons with disabilities in the design, implementation and monitoring of these plans. 
