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Mr. Chairman, 
Distinguished delegates, 
Ladies and gentlemen,


The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities envisions a better world – one that ensures the full and equal enjoyment of the human rights of persons with disabilities, in all aspects of society and development. 


The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) works closely with all partners and stakeholders to actively promote human rights and development throughout the world, through the implementation of the Convention. This is in keeping with DESA’s mission to promote development for all, as I stressed at the opening of this second session of the Conference of States Parties. I am pleased to join you today to provide an overview of DESA’s efforts.

DESA provides the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In promoting the implementation of the Convention, we work closely with governments, civil society and organizations of persons with disabilities, academic institutions and UN system partners, particularly the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).  


DESA supports the international policy dialogue on disability in intergovernmental bodies, such as the General Assembly, ECOSOC and the Commission for Social Development. The Department contributes to generating and sharing knowledge to advance implementation of the Convention and of both the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and the Standard Rules on Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities.


The forthcoming 64th session of the General Assembly will have before it two reports of the Secretary-General prepared by DESA: on the status of the Convention and its Optional Protocol (A/62/128); and on realizing the MDGs for persons with disabilities through implementation of the World Programme of Action as well as the Convention (A/64/180).


DESA provides substantive support to the Special Rapporteur on Disability of the Commission for Social Development, who monitors the implementation of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities – and now has a broader mandate covering implementation of the Convention. Last month, the Secretary-General appointed Mr. Shuaib Chalklen, a global disability rights leader from South Africa, as the new Special Rapporteur.


DESA also organizes and participates in technical meetings on disability, as part of its contribution to the substantive development of priority disability issues. For example, DESA – in close collaboration with WHO and civil society and academic institutions – organized an expert meeting on mainstreaming disability in MDG processes earlier this April. And last year, DESA’s Division for the Advancement of Women and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) co-organized an expert group meeting on violence against women, which included disability as an important factor shaping a woman’s experience of violence. The meeting produced recommendations for measures to protect all women from violence, including women with disabilities.


Another major area of DESA’s work to support implementation of the Convention is the provision, upon request, of technical advice and assistance to Member States in the design of national strategies, policies and programmes on disabilities. Through these activities, DESA promotes networking among policy makers and practitioners and interaction among a wide range of stakeholders so as to increase the coherence of policies and programmes. 


We also undertake initiatives in close collaboration with our UN partners through the Inter-Agency Support Group on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, established in 2006. The Group, which consists of 21 UN system departments and organizations, coordinates the work of the United Nations system in promoting and supporting the Convention’s implementation. At the Group’s meeting in March 2009, co-chaired by DESA, OHCRR and UNFPA, one of our main initiatives was preparing a draft strategy and plan of action to mainstream the Convention throughout the work of the UN system.


DESA administers the United Nations Voluntary Fund on Disability. The Fund supports catalytic and innovative activities for the implementation of the Convention, with special emphasis on less developed countries and on activities that have global relevance. During the past year, the Fund has support projects to raise awareness and strengthen the capacity of organizations of persons with disabilities to promote the Convention’s in several Western African countries, including Burkina Faso, the Niger, Mali, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo. Projects to promote implementation have also recently been funded in Ethiopia, Somalia, the West Bank and Sri Lanka. 


Last but not least, DESA conducts awareness-raising to promote the Convention and strives to provide the latest information on the Convention through its website in all official UN languages at: www.un.org/disabilities. 


DESA and the Department of Public Information (DPI), in close collaboration with organizations of persons with disabilities, have initiated discussions to develop an online disability awareness and sensitivity training module for the UN Cyberschool bus, an online global teaching and learning project for teachers and students. 

DESA and DPI are also joining forces to support the on-going production by UN Information Centres of a United Nations Television (UNTV) story on the impact of the Convention and efforts of persons with disabilities, as part of the 21st Century and UN in Action series. 

Mr. Chairman, 


In closing, let me assure everyone here that the Department of Economic and Social Affairs will continue to do its utmost for the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and looks forward to advancing progress with our partners and all Member States.

Thank you. 
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