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Contribution from the European Commission 

The European Community as a party to the UNCRPD 
Pursuant to Article 44.1 of the UNCRPD, the European Community is a "regional integration organisation", to which its Member States transferred competences in matters governed by the Convention. This Article provides a possibility for the European Community to become a party to the UNCRPD within the limits of its competences. From an internal Community law perspective, the UNCRPD is a mixed agreement: some of its provisions fall within the competence of the European Community whilst others are within the competence of Member States. 

The European Community already played an active role in the negotiations of the Convention and was among its first signatories on the opening day for signing on 30 March 2007.  The internal Community procedures for formal confirmation of the Convention by the Community and for its accession to the Optional Protocol are currently ongoing. The European Commission adopted the necessary proposals thereto on 29 August 2008. The European Parliament endorsed both proposals on 24 April 2009.
 In its report approving both proposals, the European Parliament also adopted a resolution
, in which it acknowledged that the conclusion of this UNCRPD represents a landmark for the European Community, which would for the first time become a party to a comprehensive UN human rights Convention.
As the final step, the Council will now need to adopt the Commission proposals, which requires unanimity of the 27 EU Member States. Currently, the discussions on the conclusion decisions are taking place within the Council working group on human rights. As soon as the Council has adopted the conclusion decisions, the Community will be able to deposit the relevant instruments, by which time it will be ready to undertake the legal obligations under the Convention and the Optional Protocol at the international level. 

In order to define the extent of the Community competence vis-à-vis its Member States, the European Commission has screened the Community legislation. Identified secondary legislation indicates the competences transferred to the Community by the Member States under the Treaties. The list of relevant legal bases and secondary legislation that is being discussed with the Member States as part of the discussions within the Council working group on human rights. The finally agreed list will be annexed to the Council Decision concerning the formal confirmation of the UNCRPD by the European Community as required by article 44 .1 of the UNCRPD.  
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