The Second Session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

 2 to 4 September 2009 at the United Nations Headquarters in New York

Last updated: 31 August 2009  

2 September
Theme: Addressing Challenges in Defining Disabilities: Legislating Workable Definitions 
Organizer: Permanent Mission of the United States to the United Nations 

Speakers:   Moderator: Robinsue Frohboese, Acting Director, Office for Civil Rights, Office of the Secretary, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services; Christine Griffin, Acting Vice Chair, Equal Employment Opportunity Commission;  John Wodatch, Chief, Disability Rights Section, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice; Stephanie Ortovela, Disability Coordinator & Foreign Affairs Officer, U.S. Department of State.
Venue: Conference room 5
Time: 1:15pm to 2:45pm
Theme: Legislative measures to promote the shift from guardianship to supported decision making under Article 12 of the CRPD: a multi-country case study

Organizers: Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC)
Speakers:  Moderator: To be determined.
Venue: Conference Room D
Time: 1:15pm to 2:45pm
Theme: Promoting, Protecting and Monitoring the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: The Evolving Role of National Institutions and Civil Society

Organizer: International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (ICC); Disabled Peoples’ International; Canadian Human Rights Commission; and Harvard Law School Project on Disability
Speakers:   To be determined.

Venue: Conference Room E
Time: 1:15pm to 2:45pm
3 September
Theme:  Meeting the needs of children and young people in implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Organizer:  Permanent Mission of Australia to the United Nations 
Speakers: Moderator - The Hon Mr Bob McMullan MP, Australian Parliamentary Secretary for International Development Assistance; Panelists – Ms. Hilde Johnson, Executive Director, UNICEF;  Mr Victor Pineda, Director, Victor Pineda Foundation; Mr. Graeme Innes AM, Australian Disability Discrimination Commissioner.
Venue: Delegates Dining Room (Invitation event) 
Time: 8.15am - 9.45am 
3 September (continued)

Theme: Making the MDGs a reality for all:  Advancing the disability rights agenda in development"  
Organizers: Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Department of Economic and Social Affairs in collaboration with Queens College (London) and Harvard Law School Project on Disability.
Speakers:  Co-facilitators: Michael Stein/Janet Lord (Harvard Law School Project on Disability); Panel Speakers: Charlotte McClain-Nhlapo (World Bank Group); Maria Veronica Reina (Burton Blatt Institute, Syracuse University & GPDD); Nora Groce (Yale School of Public Health; University of London); Joshua Goldstein (…) 
Venue: Conference Room 4
Time: 1:15pm to 2:45pm
Theme: International launch of the new Making it Work (MIW) Initiative: an initiative aimed at implementing the CRPD.
Organizer: Handicap International (HI)
Speakers:  Moderator: Connie-Lauren Bowie, Inclusion International; Speakers: Rhonda Neuhaus, HI; other speakers TBD (from the Middle East and other global projects)
Venue: Conference Room D
Time: 1:15pm to 2:45pm
Theme: Universal Design of the Built Environment
Organizers: Disabled Persons International (DPI) and The Global Alliance on Accessible Technologies and Environments (GAATES)
Speakers:  Betty Dion, President of GAATES and Jean Luc Simon, President DPI Europe
Venue: Conference Room E
Time: 1:15pm to 2:45pm
Theme: Mainstreaming disability within National Strategies and the corresponding National Reports on the fulfillment of MDGs, as an indispensable condition for their achievement 
Co-organizers: Permanent Mission of Argentina, the Global Partnership for Disability and Development of the World Bank and Rehabilitation International  
Speakers: Claudio Morgado, Member of Parliament, Chair of the Commission on Disability (Argentina), Ms. Aleksandra Posarac, Team Leader of Disability and Development, the World Bank and Ms. Akiko Ito, Chief of the UN Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

Venue: Conference Room: 8 

Time: 5:15 – 6:30 pm 
The U.S. delegation to the Conference of State Parties on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities invites you to attend an NGO outreach meeting

The United States delegation to the Second Conference will be introduced and will welcome your views related to ratification of the Disabilities Convention. 

If you need additional information, please contact Laurie Phipps, United States Mission  

PhippsLL@state.gov tel: 212 415-4204.

Venue: Conference room 5

Time: 2:00 to 2:45 pm
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