Contribution of Richard Rieser of World of Inclusion, representing the United Kingdom Disabled People’s Council, to Roundtable 2 on Article 24 at the UNCRPD Conference of State Parties 3 on Wednesday 2nd September 2010.
1. I am here representing the United Kingdom Disabled People’s Council, but I run a consultancy on implementing inclusive education. 
2. I have led training of teachers, parents, professionals and administrators on developing inclusive Education in many countries including:- Russia, Southern African, Uganda, Ethiopia, India, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates, Spain, Argentina and across the United Kingdom.  

3. The first point I would like to make is that the same barriers and fears get identified by participants, regardless of the economic and social position of their country.
4. The solutions found to these barriers may be different, but finding an effective solution requires an attitude shift.

5. A shift away from seeing the disabled person as in deficit-that all the barriers reside in the person and their impairments-, to finding solutions to the problems they encounter in the education system.
6. Article 24, rightly, does not mention Special Educational Needs, but instead talks of reasonable accommodations and support necessary to b e successful in the general education system.  Special Educational Needs was developed from the deficit point of view-of seeing the problem in the person to be fixed by specialists. Instead Article 24 speaks of Inclusive Education.
7. Inclusive Education is the responsibility of all teachers. State Parties need to ensure that all teachers and trainee teachers receive mandatory training in the theory and methods of delivering inclusive education. To do this effectively requires that the staff of Education Departments at Universities in their country also have the capability to deliver this training.

8. This approach is at the heart of the Convention when we talk about a paradigm shift.

9. There is a lot of confusion between integration or mainstreaming and inclusion. They are not the same things. As was agreed at the UNESCO IBE Conference on Inclusive Education in Geneva, presence is an essential prerequisite to the development of inclusive education, but is just the beginning of a process of change in the school or college to ensure barriers are removed and young people with disabilities are empowered.

10.  A delegate from Thailand said we cannot have ‘one size fits all’,  and this is correct, but it does not mean we should maintain segregated special schools, rather all states need to develop the capacity to include an wide range of disabled pupils in their mainstream schools.
11.  Training to achieve this for in-service, mainstream teachers, can be  delivered without too great a resource input; for example in parts of India ,12 days training equipped teachers to support pupils with cognitive, physical, visual and auditory impairments effectively in their classes.

12.  Some parents have initiated inclusive education in their countries. But parents of children with disabilities are often fearful and over-protective of them and choose not to send them to mainstream schools. Parents need training about inclusive education and to learn from adults with disabilities . We are their children grown-up. The Convention was framed by the thinking of the Disabled People’s Movement and parents need to learn from us how to be allies in the children’s struggle for education and inclusion.

13.  Article 8 requires state parties to develop awareness-raising, led by people with disabilities. In the UK this Disability Equality Training focused on education, has been an essential part of developing the good practice we have in some 20% of schools.

14.  There are many obstacles and barriers to fully implementing Article 24, but we already have many examples of how to do this effectively in many parts of the world and we have many tools that have been developed to help us. We need to share these in the task of capacity building.

Richard Rieser is a disabled teacher , who has taught in early years, primary, secondary and tertiary for over 30 years. He leads the training and consultancy of World of Inclusion www.worldofinclusion.com  He can be e-mailed richarardrieser@worldofinclusion.com or rlrieser@gmail.com 
In 2008 he produced the first handbook on implementing Article 24 for the Commonwealth Secretariat ‘Implementing Inclusive Education: A Commonwealth Guide to Implementing Article 24 of the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities’  A text version is available on line at

http://www.worldofinclusion.com/res/internat/Commonwealth_Guide.doc 

Richard is now writing a second edition of this book and is keen to get examples of good inclusive practice from Commonwealth and non-Commonwealth countries to include.

Other tools which are useful in implementing Article 24 are :-

Munoz,   V (2007) ‘The Right to Education of Persons with Disabilities: Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education’

http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G07/108/92/PDF/G0710892.pdf?OpenElement English
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G07/108/93/PDF/G0710893.pdf?OpenElement French
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G07/108/95/PDF/G0710895.pdf?OpenElement Spanish

http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G07/108/90/PDF/G0710890.pdf?OpenElement Arabic 

http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G07/108/91/PDF/G0710891.pdf?OpenElement Chinese 

http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G07/108/94/PDF/G0710894.pdf?OpenElement Russian

This has a very useful check list for state parties

Inclusion International- Better Education For All Global Report 2009 
http://ii.gmalik.com/pdfs/Better_Education_for_All_Global_Report_October_2009.pdf
Inclusion International The Implications of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) for Education for All

http://www.inclusion-international.org/wp-content/uploads/ImplicationsCRPD_dr2_X1.pd
UNESCO, Bangkok

Embracing Diversity: Toolkit for Creating Inclusive, Learning-Friendly Environments
http://www2.unescobkk.org/elib/publications/032revised/index.htm
http://www2.unescobkk.org/elib/publications/243_244/Teaching_children.pdf
UNESCO  2003 Overcoming Exclusion through Inclusive Approaches in Education A Challenge & Vision 
http://www.unescobkk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/appeal/IE/Publications_and_reports/overcoming_exclusions.pd
Leonard Cheshire Disability Young Voices Project on empowering and  campaigning with young people with disabilities www.LCDisability.org/youngvoices
UNESCO IBE 48th Conference Inclusive Education 2008

http://www.ibe.unesco.org/en/ice/48th-ice-2008.html 

World Vision UK Educations Missing Millions 2008
http://www.worldvision.org.uk/server.php?show=nav.1780 

Inclusion Now magazine of Alliance for Inclusive Education UK Articles
http://www.allfie.org.uk/pages/inclusion-now.html 

Index for Inclusion Centre for Studies on Inclusive Education.

http://www.csie.org.uk/publications/   

This is in 20 languages and being used in 70 countries as a self –evaluation tool for schools to judge how inclusive they are.

