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Mr. Chairperson,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen

Thank-you for giving the International Disability Alliance – IDA --the honour and responsibility of presenting the outcomes of the informal sessions that took place during this 3rd conference of States Parties to the CRPD.  Recognizing the role of organizations of disabled persons in this way demonstrates your commitment to involve organizations of persons with disabilities in all aspects of the monitoring and implementation of the CRPD.  Established in 1999, the International Disability Alliance (IDA) is the network of global and regional organizations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) promoting the effective implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  IDA currently comprises nine global and four regional DPOs, with two other regional DPOs having observer status.
We commend the Conference of States Parties for holding an informal session on Persons with Disabilities in Situations of Risk and Humanitarian Emergencies (Article 11.)  The session was co-chaired by H.E. Ambassador Jim McLay of New Zealand and Mr. Yannis Vardakastanis of the IDA with presentations from representatives of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of the UN, CBM/IDDC (, GPDD, the OHCHR and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

In total, the presentations provided an overview of the challenges facing persons with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies as well as how the implementation of the CRPD can help to mitigate those challenges in the future.

The presentations provided a harsh reminder that in fact there has been an increase in natural disasters and in their devastating impact in recent years.  While in too many such situations persons with disabilities are at increased risk because of their difficulties in escaping from threatening situations or because of direct discrimination that places them last in line to receive assistance, there has also been an increase in disaster management taking people with disabilities into account and making resources available to them as shown for example in the current work being done on IT.  
However, unfortunately, there appears to be a 2-tiered approach whereby preference is often given to people who have become disabled by the emergency, and people who were disabled before the emergency situation are ignored.  This is a policy and practice that needs to be changed.  Furthermore, the CRPD requires taking persons with disabilities into account in all strategies – in disaster preparedness, in providing relief when an emergency occurs, and in reconstruction.  Reconstruction provides an opening to make communities more inclusive, consistent with the CRPD, rather than recreating discriminating and segregating structures that might have been destroyed.  For example, the need to build new schools means an opportunity to construct schools that are fully accessible to persons with disability, consistent with Article 24, and the destruction of institutions means the possibility to develop innovative ways to support people in the community as discussed in the session on Article 19.  All of these stages – before, during and after emergencies are opportunities for collaboration with organizations of persons with disabilities.
The representative of the OHCHR provided important guidelines on how to ensure that the respect for all human rights for all persons with disabilities is not suspended during emergencies.  Furthermore, the formulation of Article 33 as an independent article compared to other treaties where international cooperation is embedded in other articles places a higher obligation on states – both donors and recipients – to respect the rights guaranteed under the convention in emergency situations.

We would like to add that situations of risk sometimes include risk to survival based on discrimination in non-crisis contexts.  Examples are the killing of people with albinism in parts of Africa or people with psycho-social disabilities being murdered as witches, or denial of care in cases of epidemics such as HIV.
We are glad that the UNHCR is currently negotiating the ExCom Conclusion on persons with disabilities  and we stress the importance of ensuring that it lives up to the high standard established in the CRPD.
The presentations called attention to the link with the upcoming Summit on the Millennium Development Goals.  We understand that there are currently references to persons with disabilities being considered in the final outcome statement of the summit.  We hope that they will remain in the final document and that this will signal to all states and UN agencies the end of the invisibility of persons with disabilities in the MDGs.  The CRPD requires that persons with disabilities be taken into account in all aspects of MDG implementation – recognizing that given the number of persons with disabilities among the world’s poor the MDGs will never be achieved if persons with disabilities are ignored.

The potential negative impact of the current economic downturn is a major threat to persons with disabilities.  As stated in the informal session, persons with disabilities are often the first to be forgotten and the last to be remembered.  We respectfully call for the establishment of an investment tool such as a Multi Donor Trust Fund to promote the mainstreaming of the rights of persons with disabilities UN agencies and country partners in partnership with Disabled Persons Organizations in order to fully implement the Convention.
Finally, as we did last year, we call for the establishment of a UN body to significantly increase the efforts of the member states in implementing the Convention.  
This conference demonstrates the importance of the participation of organizations of persons with disabilities at all stages as contained by the CRPD.  We look forward to continuing this vital cooperation.

Thank-you.

