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Background paper
1.  Article 24 of the CRPD reinforces the right that all children, including those with disabilities have the right to education.  Furthermore, Article 24 addresses the limitations of most existing education programs for students with disabilities for those few who do go to school – that most do not follow the regular curriculum and therefore limit opportunities for advancement to higher levels of education and do not prepare students to be full and participating members of their communities.
2. Article 24 provides guidelines for States by requiring that:

· Persons with disabilities are not excluded from the general education system on the basis of disability
·  children with disabilities are not excluded from free and compulsory primary education, or from secondary education, on the basis of disability 

· Persons with disabilities can access an inclusive, quality and free primary education and secondary education on an equal basis with others in the communities in which they live
· Reasonable accommodation of the individual’s requirements is provided
· Persons with disabilities receive the support required, within the general education system, to facilitate their effective education
·  Effective individualized support measures are provided in environments that maximize academic and social development, consistent with the goal of full inclusion.

3. Furthermore, in order to enable persons with disabilities to learn life and social development skills to facilitate their full and equal participation in education and as members of the community, States Parties are required to take appropriate measures, including:

· Facilitating the learning of Braille, alternative script, augmentative and alternative modes, means and formats of communication and orientation and mobility skills, and facilitating peer support and mentoring;
· Facilitating the learning of sign language and the promotion of the linguistic identity of the deaf community; 

· Ensuring that the education of persons, and in particular children, who are blind, deaf or deafblind, is delivered in the most appropriate languages and modes and means of communication for the individual, and in environments which maximize academic and social development.

4. Article 24 also provides guidance for teacher training, including of teachers who have a disability and calls for reasonable accommodation for accessing general tertiary education, vocational training, adult education and lifelong learning without discrimination and on an equal basis with others. 

5. Millennium Development Goal 2 is to achieve universal primary education.  While global precise data on the exclusion of children with disabilities from education do not exist, there seems to be consensus that at least 1/3 of the world’s 72 million children who are not in school have a disability.  Furthermore, estimates from the World Bank and others suggest that at most 5% of children with disabilities reach the Education for All goal of primary school completion.
6. UNESCO’s  2010 Global Monitoring Report on Education for All, “Reaching the Marginalized” warns that the global economic downturn risks creating a generation of children whose lives have been irreparably damaged by being denied their right to education and identifies children with disabilities as amongst the most vulnerable.    “The key message to emerge is that failure to place inclusive education at the centre of the EFA agenda is holding back progress”. 

7. The report describes an “inclusive education triangle” consisting of the learning environment, accessibility and affordability and entitlements and opportunities and recognizes that for quality education governments need to revise their approaches to teaching, learning and curriculum development.  It also points out that “ability groupings”, or streaming students according to academic achievement seldom help the marginalized.

Questions for discussion

Question 1. 
How is education reform at the national level addressing the exclusion of children, youth and adults with disabilities from the education?
Question  2.
Is one ministry and system responsible for educating all students, including those with disabilities?
Question 3.
What steps are being taken to ensure that reasonable accommodation is being provided to address the individual needs of students with disabilities?
Question 4. 
If a special education system now exists for students with disabilities what steps are being taken to integrate the existing resources (human and other) into the system that serves students who do not have disabilities?
Question5. 
Are organizations of persons with disabilities and of parents of children with disabilities being involved in education planning processes?
Question 6.  What steps are being taken to gather data on children, youth and adults with disabilities who are not in school and on the compliance of existing programs with Article 24?
Question 7.  Are non-formal education programs and projects including children and adult with disabilities? 
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