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Introduction 

Uganda ratified the Convention on the rights of Persons with disabilities on 25th September 2008. Since then, efforts have been taken to implement the convention. It is important to share experiences and best practices generated from the implementation of the Convention. Below are the practices related to the implementation of articles 11, 19 and 24.

Article 11: Situations of risk and Humanitarian Emergencies.

One of the legacies of years of conflict in Northern Uganda and to a lesser extent in Western Uganda is the presence of landmines and Unexploded Ordinances (UXOs) which have continued to kill or cause injuries among the population.

Although there are no reliable figures on the number of landmine/UXO survivors in Uganda, it is estimated that there are over 2000 survivors. The effects are still felt by communities some years after the conflict has ceased.
Landmine survivors are considered as being part of the wider group of persons with disabilities. As a result the Government of Uganda has come up with a Mine Action Victim Assistance Project.

The objectives of the project are to improve the availability and quality of services to landmine survivors so that they lead fulfilling lives. The implementation of the project began with support from UNDP.

The following achievements have been made:

i) A Baseline Survey was conducted to establish the needs of survivors.

ii) Landmine survivors were identified, assessed and referred for appropriate medical rehabilitation. 446 survivors have received medical rehabilitation and 240 have received prosthesis from orthopaedic workshops.

iii) Survivors and the families of those killed or injured required psychosocial support both immediately after the accident and in the weeks or months following the accident to help the survivors to adjust his/her new situation and to support the family. A training manual on psychosocial support has been developed and community level workers have been trained for peer support.
iv) Livelihood support items have been distributed to groups of landmine survivors to promote socio- economic reintegration. Ox-ploughs and oxen have been distributed to facilitate tilling of the land. Other groups have received goats, heifers, poultry and bee hives. Government has also provided the groups with a special grant to support their income generating activities.

v) In order to support their mobility, wheelchairs, tricycles and bicycles have been distributed to survivors. The bicycles are supplied to families with Children with disabilities to transport them to their respective schools. Apprenticeship training is currently being conducted in vocational skills to survivors.
Article 19: Living independently and being included in the community.

The convention of Uganda enacted the Persons with Disabilities Act (2006) was enacted to:

(i) Promote dignity and equal opportunities to persons with disabilities.
(ii) Develop and promote the participation of persons with disabilities in all aspects of life as equal citizens of Uganda.

(iii) Encourage the people and all sectors of Government and community to recognize; respect and accept difference and disability as part of humanity and human diversity; 

(iv) Eliminate all forms of discrimination of persons with disabilities on ground of their disabilities.

Consequently government has come up with policies and programmes to address the rights and needs of persons with disabilities. For instance, the National Policy on Disability (2006) aims at promoting equal opportunities for enhanced empowerment, participation and protection of rights of persons with disabilities irrespective of gender, age and type of disability. This is in recognition that persons with disabilities can perform to their full potential given the same conditions and opportunities irrespective of their social, economic or cultural backgrounds.

Uganda has come up with several interventions in this regard. The Community Based Rehabilitation Programme which is being implemented emphasizes participation of persons with disabilities in the designing, managing and evaluation of the programme.

The local governments Act Cap 243 provides for representation of persons with Disabilities at various levels of Local Councils including five members of Parliament.
There are currently about 56,000 persons with disabilities involved in the decision making process at different levels. With the bottom – up planning policy, persons with disabilities ensure that their issues are included among other priorities of government. It is government’s conviction that participation of persons with disabilities in the matters that affect them will ensure that their rights will be progressively realized
Article 24: Education 

The introduction of universal Primary Education programme in 1997 has increased access to primary education including children with disabilities. Inclusive education is being emphasized. This has been achieved through training of special needs teachers, purchase of learning materials including Braille equipments for the blind learners. Access to physical environment has been improved by ensuring that ramps are constructed. Affirmative action is provided to students in terms of time during examinations and admissions to universities and other tertially institutions. Special units attached to some schools cater for learners with severe disabilities.
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