BEST PRACTICES OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
REGARDING ARTICLE 11, 19, 24 OF THE CONVENTION ON 
THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
as of 16 August 2010

ARTICLE 11 (SITUATIONS OF RISK AND HUMANITARIAN EMERGENCIES)

Protection of Persons with Disabilities in Times of National Emergency
In order to effectively protect persons with disabilities in times of national emergency, the Korean government established the national emergency plan which includes methods for evacuating those in welfare facilities and accommodating them in designated refuge shelters. As for the disabled staying at home, specified measures were arranged to meet their needs for mobility and medical care in emergency situations. 
A plan to temporarily accommodate the disabled who are left behind or abandoned in emergencies has also been established as follows: disabled refugees will be eligible for social security benefits, and the government will provide quarantine services and medical care in disability refuge shelters.

Having prepared a number of plans, Korea stands ready to protect the rights of persons with disabilities in situations of risk such as national emergencies and natural disasters.

Alarms and Evacuation Arrangements for People with Visual or Hearing Impairments (Since 1998)

It is mandatory in Korea for buildings to be equipped with facilities that allow persons with disabilities to evacuate in the case of an emergency, such as emergency exit lights and audible alarm systems. Evacuation arrangements for the disabled are especially important in public facilities such as government buildings, theaters, exhibitions halls, hospitals, schools and welfare facilities, which must meet the requirements of the Enforcement Decree of the Act on Promotion of Convenience for the Disabled, Senior Citizens and Pregnant Women.
Furthermore, Korea is planning to develop an evacuation simulation system to provide tailor-made support for different types of disabilities in a variety of disasters within the framework of the 3rd five-year National Plan to Promote Convenience of Citizens (2010-2014). 

ARTICLE 19 (LIVING INDEPENDENTLY AND BEING INCLUDED IN THE COMMUNITY)
Personal Assistant Service for Persons with Disabilities (Since 2007)
The Korean government has dispatched assistants to provide aid to people with severe disabilities. These assistants provide persons with disabilities with help in daily living, mobility, and activities in local community. As of 2010, approximately 30,000 persons with severe disabilities in Korea enjoy the Personal Assistants Service (PAS). The PAS allows persons with severe disabilities to be more mobile and independent, and enables them to participate in the community more actively.

The Centers for Independent Living (Since 2005)

The Korean government supports the Centers for Independent Living, which help persons with disabilities to be more independent in their daily lives. Originally starting from 10 centers established with government funding in 2005, the Korean central government currently supports 25 centers and local governments support more than 60 centers as of 2010. The government enacted the Welfare of Persons with Disabilities Act in 2008 to provide legal grounds for its support of the Centers.

The Centers are classified as self-help agencies since they are mainly managed by persons with disabilities themselves and the majority of the Centers’ decision-making body is persons with disabilities. In order to meet the demands of the disabled people in their day-to-day lives, the Centers for Independent Living provide community-based services. The services provided by the Centers for Independent Living include:
-
peer counseling services based on a peer support model;
-
training services to help persons with disabilities to be more independent in their day-to-day lives;
-
promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities;
-
providing easier access to relevant information; 

-
mobility aid services.
Independent Living Experience Home (Since 2009)

The Korean government runs 65 Independent Living Experience Homes across the country in which persons with disabilities are trained for life outside of institutions. The facilities provide a range of services to assist independent living and help the disabled choose their place of residence. 

In more detailed terms, Independent Living Experience Homes are ‘transitional residences’ that allows persons with disabilities to experience various daily activities independently at home and in the local community while still receiving some assistance, thus enabling them to make a successful transition from life in institutions to independent life in a local community.

Welfare Centers for Persons with Disabilities (Since 1982)
170 Welfare Centers for Persons with Disabilities run by the central and local governments provide the disabled in local communities with comprehensive rehabilitation services, including counseling, rehabilitation treatment and welfare. The services provided by Welfare Centers for Persons with Disabilities include:
- vocational rehabilitation services;
- counseling services;
- case management services;
- outpatient rehabilitation services;
- education and rehab treatment services.
These services accelerate disabled persons’ integration into the local community.
ARTICLE 24 (EDUCATION)
Legislation and Implementation of the Act on Special Education for Persons with Disabilities
With a view to realizing the rights of persons with disabilities to education, the Act on Special Education for Persons with Disabilities took effect on May 25, 2008, replacing the Act on Promotion of Special Education which was legislated in 1977. The new Act established a system to provide educational support customized for the different life stages of disabled people. Under the Act, disabled infants and toddlers are eligible for free education, and education from kindergarten to high school is compulsory for disabled students. The Act also provides stronger support for higher and lifelong education of disabled people.

The Act also established legal grounds for making the Special Education Support Center, which was an ad hoc institution that belonged to 180 local offices of education, an official educational body. The transition made it possible to dispatch education professionals to the Special Education Support Centers and establish a special education support system on a local level, thus expanding services provided to students with disabilities.

Mandatory Education System for Children with Disabilities

Since 2010, special education for children with disabilities over five become mandatory due to the idea that early intervention can prevent their disabilities from becoming worse. Korea will take greater responsibility for educating disabled children by expanding the mandatory education system to include younger groups of disabled children, with children over four included by 2011 and those over 3 included by 2012.
*
Age group subject to mandatory education for general Korean population: 5-17 years old (2010), 4-17 years old (2011), 3-17 years old (2012)

Schools in Hospitals and the Distance Learning System

Korea has established 30 schools in hospitals and 4 distance learning centers across the country in order to ensure that children with health issues and children in need of protection, who cannot attend school due to their ill health, can continue to learn and enjoy their right to education.
*
Children with health issues: children who cannot attend school because they have to receive long-term medical care for chronic diseases more than three months (hospitalization or outpatient treatment).
*
Children in need of protection: children who cannot attend school because they have to receive long-term medical care for more than three months due to severe injuries caused by fire or automobile accidents.

Assistance Services for College Student with Disabilities

In order to provide effective individualized support measures such as mobility aid and learning aid services, the Korean government dispatched more than 2,000 care staff members for college students with disabilities. Those services aim to improve both disabled persons’ access to higher education and the academic performance of disabled students. The staff is divided into three categories, each differing according to student needs:
-
mobility care staff: more than two mobility care staff can be dispatched for one student with severe disabilities;
-
specialized care staff: Braille translators and sign language translators for students with visual or hearing impairments;
-
distance learning care staff: staff who help students with hearing impairments to understand lectures and communicate with classmates.
Improving Inclusion Programs on Children with and without Disabilities

In order to improve the quality of inclusion programs for children with and without disabilities, Korea has increased the number of special education classes within the general education system by more than 700 per year since 2008 and dispatched 1,091 special education teachers and 644 teaching assistants to support students with disabilities in inclusion programs.  /end/
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