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Article 11 (Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies): The Ministry of Labour and Social Policy took an important initiative in the aftermath of the tragic earthquake that struck the Abruzzo region on April 6, 2009. Funding was provided for a test project to implement a support network. The purpose of the network is to promote the participation of persons with disabilities and non-self-sufficient older persons in the life of local communities affected by the earthquake. The project seeks to recover the concept of the individual within the sphere of social belonging, providing the user with tools to facilitate active participation in the local social life.
Financing has been provided to implement transportation and related services that can be monitored and modified, if necessary, on the basis of the needs indicated by the users themselves. The services are provided in a territorial context and include the purchase of vehicles suitable for the transportation of the elderly and disabled persons with limited mobility in the difficult territory of the L’Aquila province after the earthquake.

The municipalities, individually or in association, will present to the Region of Abruzzo project proposals that demonstrate how the vehicles will be used and the goals being pursued on the basis of local needs. This service will be integrated with services already existing in each municipality. 
Article 19 (Living independently and being included in the community): On July 1, 2010, the White Paper on Urban Mobility and Accessibility - Guidelines for local authorities, drafted by the Technical Table established by the City of Parma and the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, was presented in Rome. It identifies elements that should be assessed to define and implement projects that would make cities and their spaces more accessible, on the fundamental principle that disability is not only an individual characteristic but also exacerbated by an adverse environment that determines the condition of disability.

The proposed guidelines aim to consolidate, under the existing rules on accessibility, a new sensitivity to projects that treat accessibility as a natural decision rather than the fruit of binding legal rules. They also seek to create a concrete link between national policy makers, local authorities and associations of persons with disabilities, who actively participated in drafting the guidelines.

Article 24 (Education): since the 1970s, the Italian school system has been characterized by its goal of eliminating tracking and fostering the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the classroom. Italian law fully recognizes the right to education of persons with disabilities, and offers adequate protection in compliance with the different profiles outlined in article 24.
Italy ratified the UN Convention on the rights of people with disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol  by Act n. 18/2009. This Act establishes a national Observatory on the situation of persons with disabilities, in compliance with article 33 of the Convention, to promote the integration of persons with disabilities and protect their human rights and fundamental freedoms (in line with principles enshrined in art. 1.1 and 4.1 of the Convention).

The Observatory – a collegial body run by the Minister of Labour and Social Policy – includes representatives of the following groups: the central authorities in charge of disability policies; the Italian regions and the autonomous provinces of Trento and Bolzano; the provinces and the municipalities; the social security institutes; the National Institute of Statistics; trade unions, workers, retirees, and employers; national associations representing persons with disabilities; and relevant NGOs.

The Observatory’s by-laws will be completed in the next months. It has been tasked with the following duties: a) to promote implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and draft a report on the measures taken pursuant to article 35 of the Convention, together with the Inter-Ministerial Committee on Human Rights; b) to draft a two-year plan of action for the promotion of the rights and the integration of persons with disabilities, in compliance with both international and domestic law (article 3, para 5, b of Act n. 18/2009); c) to collect statistical data on the situation of persons with disabilities, also considering diversities at the local level; d) to draft the biennial report to the Parliament on the implementation of policies in the field of persons with disabilities, as provided for by article 41 para 8, of Act 104/1992; e) to promote studies and research that helps identify priority areas for actions and programs for the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities.

