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The European Union as a party to the UNCRPD: state of play 
 The European Union is a "regional integration organisation" in the meaning of Article 44.1 of the UNCRPD. This Article provides that such organisations shall declare, in their instruments of formal confirmation or accession, the extent of their competence with respect to matters governed by the UNCRPD. EU Member States have transferred competence to the Union in respect of matters governed by the Convention.
On the opening day for signing of the Convention on 30 March 2007 the European Union (at that time: "European Community") was among the first signatories. The internal EU procedures for formal confirmation of the Convention by the Union and for its accession to the Optional Protocol are still ongoing. The European Commission made the necessary proposals thereto on 29 August 2008. The European Parliament endorsed both proposals on 24 April 2009.
 In its report approving both proposals, the European Parliament also adopted a resolution
, in which it acknowledged that the conclusion of this UNCRPD represents a landmark for the European Union, which would for the first time become a party to a comprehensive UN human rights Convention. 
On 26 November 2009 the Council of the EU adopted the Decision concerning the conclusion, by the (then) European Community, of the UNCRPD. 
A declaration concerning the competence of the European Union with regard to matters governed by the UNCRPD is attached to this Decision
. In appendix to this declaration is a list of Union acts which refer to matters governed by the Convention. The Union acts listed therein illustrate the extent of the area of competence of the Union. In particular the Union has exclusive competence in relation to some matters and in some other matters competence is shared between the Union and the Member States. The extent of the Union's competence ensuing from these acts must be assessed by reference to the precise provisions of each measure, and in particular the extent to which these provisions establish common rules that are affected by the provisions of the Convention. 
According to this "Declaration of Competences" the competences with regard to the articles 19, 24 and 11 of the UNCRPD that are to be discussed in more detail during the third Conference of State Parties are shared between the Union and its Member States.
 Articles 3 and 4 of the Council Decision provide for elements regarding the role of focal point to be played by the Commission with respect to matters falling within the Union's competence, as well as appropriate arrangements for representation of the Union's position at meetings of the bodies created by the UNCRPD, and the close cooperation between the European Commission and EU Member States. The details of these elements and arrangements shall be laid down in a Code of Conduct before the deposit of the instrument of formal confirmation on behalf of the European Union. Currently the discussions about this Codes of Conduct are ongoing and are advancing well. After an agreement on the Code of Conduct has been reached the deposit of the instruments of formal confirmation by the EU can take place.
By now already 14 EU Member States (out of 27) have deposited their instruments of ratification.  
The European Commission is encouraging the remaining EU Member States to speed up their ratification procedures but it is also working to ensure an effective implementation of the Convention. Using the Convention as a reference, the Commission is currently working on the preparation of a new European Disability Strategy which will set the EU work plan and priorities for the coming 10 years.
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