His Excellency, Royal Highness, Prince Raad bin Zeid Al-Hussein of Jordan 
Her Excellency, Ms. Noluthando Agatha Mayende-Sibiya, Minister of Women, Children and Persons with Disabilities of South Africa
Mr. President, 
Dear panelists, 
Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,


First of all, allow me to express my gratitude for the invitation and for the opportunity to express my thoughts as the Chairperson of this panel about the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities with special regard to Article 19 on the issue of inclusion and living in the community.   


As a European citizen, and a disabled member of the European Parliament from the Republic of Hungary allow me to talk about the UN convention in the light of the EU Charter of Fundamental rights with special regard to the right to integration of people with disabilities. 

However, the EU Charter belongs to the official law of the EU (aquis communetaire) since 1st of December 2009 and this fact and legal situation evidently shape the EU policies, more emphasis should be laid on „ability” and „disability” within the framework of responsibility apart from the human dignity and human rights. 

The implementation of Article 19 in Hungary has not yet been satisfactory, since in the past several years the huge institutions were only renovated and redecorated and only limited amount of resources, based on EU Structural Funds, were spent on the so-called deinstitutialization. However, during the interactive debate, linked to the statements of the panelists, I would like to share with you some of the good practices of my country.  

This summer a new government assumed office in Hungary led by the same person, Mr. Viktor Orbán, who was the prime minister 10 years ago, when Hungary received the important and well-known The Franklin Delano Roosevelt International Disability Award for achieving important results in Hungarian legislation. The new government is committed to the policy of deinstitutialization in accordance with the European Commission’s conception.

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities should be considered as a real milestone in international law. I believe, that the UN Convention became the first international and fully democratic UN legal document on human rights in the 21st  century. Although the European Council adopted the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities last November, all key players, including the civil society, have further tasks to do at the level of the EU and its member states. The measures to be taken can lead to a new model for NGOs as well as for governments for cooperation. Due to the inclusion, the largest Hungarian organizations for people with disabilities (within the framework of the National Disability Council) as well as the official representatives with disabilities in the European Parliament and the Hungarian Parliament play an important role in the decision-making system of the Hungarian legislation system.

I think some discrepancies between the EU Charter and the UN Convention may exist. It is clear that the EU should be innovative in order to maintain a sustainable and open society, because it faces very soon a real challenge of the ageing society. This alarming demographic and social change, I believe, could also be a possibility for people with disabilities at the same time. Therefore, we should pay more attention to the question of responsibilities at personal and state levels, too.  

I hope that people with disabilities without ability on their own life, compared to people without disability, will have better life with human dignity in the future.

Thank you for your attention and now I would like to introduce the first panelist of our round table discussion. Mr. Mohammed Al-Tarawneh is a highly experienced senior Director and the Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. He also served as Chief Advisor to United Nations Special Rapporteur on Disabilities in Qatar. He has extensive knowledge on the Middle Eastern and North African region. The floor is yours, Sir.
After the statement of the first panelist:

Allow me now to introduce our second panelist. Mr. Steven M. Eidelman is professor at the University of Delaware, Department of Human Development and Family Studies. He has widespread experience on development and implementation of community support programs and deinstitutionalization. The floor is yours, Sir.
After the statement of the second panelist:

Our third panelist is Ms. Senada Halilcevic, President of the Association for Self Advocacy and the Board member of Inclusion Europe. It is remarkable, that through her own efforts and enquiries she managed to link up with a community-based support organization and now has a job and lives by herself in a community. The floor is yours, Madam.
 

