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United Nations Headquarters, New York
The event is organized by Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) and the Government of Argentina, and co-sponsored by the World Bank and the Global Partnership for Disability and Development (GPDD). 

Mainstreaming disability and persons with disabilities in all aspects of society and development is an overarching goal of the international community since the adoption by the United Nations General Assembly of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons over 25 years ago. This commitment was most recently reaffirmed by the Assembly in 2006 by its adoption of the CRPD as an important tool for promoting universal human rights of persons with disabilities in development.

Yet disability is invisible in most mainstream development processes, including monitoring and evaluation of MDGs and other internationally agreed development goals. Urgent action on the part of the international community is required to ensure that development strategies, policies and programmes aimed at implementing internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), are inclusive of issues concerning persons with disabilities.  The General Assembly through its recent resolutions 63/150 and 64/131 reiterated the importance of improving disability data and statistics and if increasing capacity to strengthen disability-inclusive monitoring and evaluation of MDGs and other internationally agreed development goals.

Some countries have included disability- specific indicators in its national MDG implementation and monitoring system. Others have collected data concerning disability through censuses and surveys. This information, however, is not widely disseminated and could be more effectively used for monitoring, evaluation and analysis to promote disability-inclusive development. 

Despite some progress made, the paucity of data on disability as well as a wide variance of definitions, standards and methodologies used to identify the conditions of persons with and without disabilities continue to be an obstacle for global monitoring purposes. The existing data gap on the situation of persons with disabilities in the context of the MDGs continues to be a challenge, in ensuring the MDGs processes are inclusive of persons with disabilities. 

The panel will examine and address these key challenges and issues concerning the situation of disability inclusion. In addition, the panelists will discuss the current status of disability data and statistics as well as recent developments and on-going efforts to promote the use of data and statistics to improve the knowledge base of the situation of persons with disabilities for the effective formulation of disability-inclusive monitoring and evaluation of the MDGs and other Internationally Agreed Development Goals.

Moderator Professor Nora Groce, Chair, Leonard Cheshire & Inclusive Development, University of London
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