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1-3 September 2010 – Statement of  Mr. Metin Şentürk at the Conference of States Parties of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

Mr Chairman,

Distinguished panelists, members of delegations and participants
First I wish to thank you Mr Chairman, and distinguished panelists for their presentations. 

My name is Metin ŞENTÜRK.  I am a well known artist and singer in Turkey. I am blind. Five months ago, I broke the world record for the visually impaired by 303 km per hour and entered into the Guinness Book of Records. My purpose was to raise awareness and to prove that with courage and commitment disabled people can achieve anything that they wish. 

I am also the President of World Handicapped Foundation and the President of the National Platform for Project of World Union of Handicapped Organizations.

Important developments have been taking place in my country and in the world for the benefit of disabled people and I want to thank officials in my country and in the world for these encouraging developments. As it is known, within the context of the Action Plan on Disability Rights, very important and successful work is made within the UN. However, there is still a lot of work to be done in particular with regard to the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

1- All countries should be encouraged to become party to the Convention. 

2- Implementation of the Convention and the Action Plan should be ensured throughout the world.

3- NGO’s have an important role and responsibility with regard to the implementation of the Convention.  

To provide a positive contribution for these and other reasons and with reference to the Action Plan on Disability Rights, we want to establish the World Union of Handicapped Organizations in Istanbul/Turkey which is a geographical, cultural and historical bridge between the East and the West.  The World Union of Handicapped Organization will be an umbrella organization to create a network of NGOs.

For this purpose;
1. We established the World Handicapped Foundation - WHF.

2. We established the National Platform for Project of World Union of Handicapped Organizations- NPPWUHO

3. We have received very strong support from Turkish Prime Ministry, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and related agencies and organizations.

4. We will organize the World Handicapped Forum in Istanbul on 1-3 December 2010, the World Handicapped Workshop on 10 – 16 May 2011 and the World Handicapped General Assembly on 3 December, 2011 at the 30th anniversary of the Action Plan.

We believe in solidarity, kindness, justice, brotherhood. We want to realize the potential of disabled people that is the world's largest minority, by establishing World Union of Handicapped Organization. We invite you to join us. Uniting to this end is crucial for our future success. Our target is to realize a barrier-free world that is suitable for all human beings. 

We invite you to participate to the World Handicapped Forum in Istanbul to be held on 1- 3 December 2010. Be our partner and guest in this endeavor.

Files about our activities were distributed to all delegations and we would appreciate any feedback from delegations and interested participants.  Our contact details are available on these files. 

I thank you all for your attention. 

Metin ŞENTÜRK
President of the World Handicapped Foundation
President of the National Platform for Project of World Union of Handicapped Organisations.
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