STATEMENT BY MS NOLUTHANDO MAYENDE-SIBIYA: MINISTER FOR WOMEN, CHILDREN AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES; REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

 Wednesday, 1 September: Round Table 1.  Inclusion and living in the   community (article 19 of the CRPD), co-chaired by Bureau members
The inclusion of persons with disabilities in South Africa is conducted both at policy and legislative levels. The principles of non discrimination and equality for persons with disabilities remain an epic centre of our agenda of social transformation. This is demonstrated by government’s effort of promoting equalisation of opportunities for persons with disabilities and our theme for Integrated Disability Strategy “A society for all”. In South Africa the implementation of the Convention is guided by the five priorities of government namely: Health, Education, Decent Jobs, Rural Development and Crime prevention.

Health

Health care is a key component in all preventative programmes including the promotion of healthy lifestyles through health education, early identification and intervention initiatives. It is therefore imperative that the specific needs of persons with disabilities are accommodated for when planning and implementing preventative programmes. Persons with disabilities and their families or caregivers have traditionally experienced barriers in accessing affordable health care.  To alleviate this challenge South Africa adopted a policy of free health care to persons with disabilities, enhanced accessibility to all health related facilities and services and the adoption of a rights based approach in the management of disability. Healthcare facilities are reasonably close to service recipients. 
Education

The Constitution of South Africa (Act no: 108 of 1996) stipulates that the key value upon which our democratic state is founded is that of human dignity, the achievement of equality and the advancement of human rights and freedoms. The Bill of Rights outrules unfair discrimination against any person and entrenches the right of access to basic education, including adult basic education; and to further education, which the state, through reasonable measures, must make progressively available and accessible to all. 

The South African policy of Inclusive Education embodies the principles of article 24 of the Convention as it sees inclusive education as a means through which our society can be transformed to promote tolerance and respect for diversity and the human rights of all people, specifically those with disabilities who have been and are still being marginalized and excluded. Appropriate provision of supports such as sign-language interpretation, Braille training and associated equipment and materials, and other individualized supports is currently being addressed through short term interventions and the development of a system for sustainable provision. A Curriculum for South African Sign Language is currently being drafted by a Ministerial Task Team for introduction into the system in 2011.
Decent employment

There is high rate of unemployment amongst persons with disabilities even though the ggovernment has created an economically-enabling environment for vulnerable groups. Creation of jobs for youth and to increase number of persons with disabilities in the public service and private sector is high in the agenda of government. The key employment programmes include internships, learnerships, Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP), National Youth Service Programme (NYSP), and School to Work programme (STW), Entrepreneurship programmes.

South Africa has adopted an approach that is multi-pronged and holistic, addressing the various aspects of poverty; financial/income, human capital and lack of assets. Poverty is profiled in terms of income and access to basic services of the households in which the targeted groups live. Government spending on social grants partly demonstrates the level of commitment that the government has in addressing the issue of poverty.

Rural development

People with disabilities living in rural areas experience a challenge of receiving basic services. Most of poor persons with disabilities are found in rural areas. South Africa acknowledges the fact that people in the rural areas also have a right to basic services hence the prioritisation of rural development. 

To address poverty South Africa has developed a strategy with the specific focused objectives. The overall objective of this strategy is to eradicate poverty. At the centre of the fight against poverty is the creation of economic opportunities and enabling or empowering communities and individuals to access these opportunities. Providing a safety net in the form of social assistance and provision of basic services continues to be critical in the efforts of the government, but the State also seeks to empower individuals and communities to support themselves and others.

Crime prevention

Crime is one of the most difficult of many challenges facing South Africa. Apart from the pain and loss suffered by victims, there is also an element of cause of disabilities resultant from crime such as brutal injuries in the case of attempted murder. There are several explanations for high level of crime, including unemployment and increased consumption of intoxicating substances.  As government, we are implementing integrated approach that tackles both the criminal justice system and the human and moral development simultaneously. 

Home Based Care

The concept of Home Based Care was introduced in a country because South Africa has limited health care resources. Situations will arise where, even if hospital or other institutional care may be the best response to the needs of persons with various disabilities, it may not be always be available. Home Based Care has been  introduce to assist people who need basic support services to continue to live and/or die in their community and without which they would have been prematurely, inappropriately or unavoidably moved to institutional care. 

