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>>:  Social assistance, access to new technologies and information technology systems and transport access, but a number of things have been started to overcome those barriers and one of the main actions for people with disabilities in Burkina Faso and the adoption of orientation and also the development of things for the promotion of people with disabilities and the creation of technical durations in charge of industry coordination of actions at the Ministry level, the setting up of the interim ministry body responsible for the entire con convention and of the legal commitments regarding protection and promotion of people with disabilities and the realization of the general census of children with disabilities in 2015 a others.

Regarding the integration of young people in the education system, we can mention the adoption of several legal text and thinks that favors young people.

For example, the orientation of education, the decree on special education organizations, the decree on exams, and other test and also the existence of specialized things for teaching to the young deaf, young blind, and the young who have intellectual deficiencies and disabilities and we are creating inclusive schools that except all kinds of youth with disabilities ‑‑ we have integration inclusion projects since to thousand that are produced satisfactory outcomes and that needs to be mentioned.  We have the national reference document on inclusive teaching in order to implement the national strategies to protect and promote people with disabilities.  And we also pay school fees and we cover the ability of special school or people with disabilities and that is for a special school and special scholarships for students with disabilities.

Specific action, special action for using technologies, for teaching to youth with disabilities.  We have just started in that area, but we have developed software for the young deaf in Burkina Faso and we also have the implementation of computer systems for blind people within the National Union, Association for the blind in my country that allows the system and transcription and printing of a document in braille and allows Internet research by people with disabilities.

And we also have an ongoing program, initiative to make it available ‑‑ books to people having difficulties to read ‑‑ printed books ‑‑ and that is being done with the collaboration of the NGO Light for the World and the union of national associations for people with disabilities in collaboration with the state.

For that reason this will take a much larger ‑‑ take a much different size thanks for Light for the World ‑‑ it is supporting the stakeholders to take hold of the situation and the existing skill and knowledge in that area.  We have been very open to cooperate in a thoughtful way with any of the stakeholders as we have right now in Burkina Faso and within NGO Light for the World.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.  We have this going at an early stage as I mentioned in my country and we want to share it with you, in front of you today.  Thank you.

(Applause).

>>:  Thank you very much Minister for this very concise and speedy presentation of the program Burkina Faso.  Now may I get ready for the final presentation for light of the world.

>>:  Thank you very much.  Good afternoon.  I think it is already in the afternoon.  Dear supporters of human rights it is a real pleasure to be here and to have the honor to present Light for the World initiatives on inclusive education, one class for all.

So for those who do not know Light for the World, it is an organization supporting initiatives for all persons with disabilities in developing countries.

We work in 20 countries implementing about 200 programs.  It is important to say that we do not implement ourselves, but we support local partners to do so because we believe in local development.

Our amended areas comprised accessible community based rehabilitation, inclusive education, more and more livelihood edit is so vital and also the right of persons with disabilities.

What we mean with rights is really an of people with disabilities themselves and their representation and also, looking to include components in all areas of work in inclusivity.

It is important to say that we tried to move the focus in the rural areas where the majority of persons with disabilities live.

So when it comes to education, we have analyzed our programs over the last year and we saw that we are doing quite a bit in supporting quite a bit of different projects and programs in different countries, but we also saw with regard to the context and the situation to still have so many children with disabilities who are out of school and so many of them live in sub‑Saharan Africa.  It is just not enough what we are doing.

And we also understood that if we really want to trigger a change in a country, we need to do it in a more systematic way.

So what we are doing when we look at inclusive education is really to look at different components to make it happen.  We look at, of course, the school components and anything, which is related to education.  So it is about materials of course.  And ICT would also come in and it is also about accessible inclusive school, models, although I do not like, so much of the models, but in terms of examples, and it is, of course, about teachers and teacher training.  But looking only at the school has shown our experience is not sufficient in order to enable the access of children with disabilities to education, and above all, in order to keep them in school.

So we need to look also at other areas, children, which include in that case in the rural sub‑Saharan Africa very often working with the communities and raise awareness and working with the environment and the families.  Because it might be a wonderful school nearby, which is inclusive and accessible to children with disabilities, but the parents just might not see the value of their disabled child to go to school, which is a pity, but it is still the case that they just feel ashamed.  Or it is that they feel ‑‑ that they are afraid of sending their child somewhere.  So this is all important to look at this level and, of course, it is also important to look at the policy level in order to not only make it happen for those children ‑‑ the ones we can reach immediately ‑‑ but also to support a conducive environment and to also trigger change for the future.  What is also important, of course, is that those examples in the rural areas, what it really means, what is success, and what did not work out so well can feed into the national and international level.

And what we also figured is definitely we cannot do it alone.  It is not Light for the World supporting inclusive education and that is it.  We need to work together.  We really need to work with anybody to together was involved in the context, to reach those who have not been reached up until now.  Who is that?  Of course, it is people with disabilities and parents of children with disabilities themselves.  That they really have a say in the program, in the design that is meant to be for them.

Then, of course, it is the collaboration of different domains.  It is just not only education and academia or teachers; it is really collaboration with social affairs, of course, always important as finances, but also the different stakeholders of NGO, government, UN organizations, professionals, academia, supporters.  And we are very grateful that we also have the implementation here today who supported us, generally supported us also in this initiative together with seven other Austrian foundations.

And, of course, the Austrian Development Corporation is a very important partner for us in Burkina Faso but also in the priority countries who are working together.

So it is important to work together and it is important to work together in all levels, local levels, national and international.

With regards to ICT, I just can repeat what was said, right as we speak there is a DAISY Consortium in Burkina Faso, which means teach accessible information systems and it is really doing a visit in order to find out how to best introduce new technologies for supporting education for visually impaired and blind students and to identify key stakeholders who could help us with it focal points for this system.

And example, which we have introduced is in the education of deaf children because the challenges were always that on the one side the deaf children were a bit behind when he came to their writing skills, but then also when education became more sophisticated because of the lack of interpreters ‑‑ we have introduced interactive whiteboards, which work and teachers have said they talk ‑‑ and whatever they say is translated to a whiteboard.  And I think it is also what was said earlier, it is it is not a substitute, but, of course, it can support.

And yes, we really believe in Light for the World, that ICT can potentially have a tremendous impact, but I think what is really, really important, this this is the key message also that I would like to share here.  ICT can be a game changer if they are supported well and if they are really embedded in the local context.  If there is training available and if the people who use it know‑how and have guidance to use it and also, if it is maintained it is guaranteed period if there is really a support system around it.  So this is really an appeal to all stakeholders providing a ICT for education, to think beyond the sheer product, but what is really necessary to make ICT usable in a sustainable way.  And I believe inclusive education can be realized and inclusive education for everybody can be realized if also with focus on the beneficiaries and the context and not only on the product.  And if we think beyond our core working areas and join hands and address it to, all of us.  Thank you.  Address it together ‑‑ all of us.

(Applause).

>>:  As you might have guess, we have to keep going and I would like to ask for him to wrap it up and send us off again.

>>:  Thank you very much.  It is always a mission impossible task to wrap up a very very rich discussion.  I thank you to all of the panelists for being with us today.  And what I had take with me is I will start with what was ended up with ‑‑ ICT can be a game changer.

At the same time ‑‑ or as what was said earlier, a facilitator.  But it cannot be what Helga Stevens said ‑‑ it should not be a tool of exclusion replacing the interpersonal interaction and being sort of an excuse not to integrate people with disabilities and children with disabilities into the regular system, and not be sort of contributing to what we are working against, meaning the marginalization of people with disabilities.  I am also very grateful that ‑‑ if I may say, so ‑‑ a reality check from developing countries, from the South, because there are special challenges ‑‑ Burkina Faso ‑‑ I am really thrilled how much Burkina Faso is doing under not easy circumstances.  And I thank also Light for the World for their contribution in this respect.

But we have to be aware that there are the special challenges and they have to be addressed and it also illustrates in conclusion that all SDGs are interlinked and interrelated.

If you want to use ICTs in developing countries, there has to be access to energy because without access to energy, ICTs cannot be used so that SDGs ‑‑ where we need upgrade ‑‑ where we need solutions ‑‑ were also the remote rural areas have access and I also like the idea of Mrs. Seven saying that the power of the Internet can interconnect other parts of the world, some parts of the world with other parts of the world.  So we should make use of that and also use ‑‑ like the scale and the chance to interconnect the people with disabilities so they do not feel isolated and can share their frustrations and their grievances to overcome them.  Thank you very much for participating today and all the best for the remainder of the week for you.

(Applause).

1:11 PM (EST)

  CAPTIONER:  Standing by.

>>:  Okay, let's test this out.  This is a test of the CART services.  Are you seeing my ‑‑ stuffed ‑‑ looks like it timed out ‑‑ there is a little like ‑‑ a little like warning triangle on the bottom.

  CAPTIONER:  I have audio. 

>>:  All right.  We will come back to this.

>>:  I do have audio.

  CAPTIONER:  The link is live ‑‑ standing by.

1:15 PM (EST)

  CAPTIONER:  Standing by.

>>:  Okay.  This is a test for the CART services from conference room 12.  This is only a test.  Had this been a real emergency ‑‑ testing one to three ‑‑ testing one, two, three ‑‑ I am getting no text ‑‑ 

  CAPTIONER:  Refresh your link.

>>:  Okay.  This this is a test from conference room 12 for the CART services and I see nothing yet.

  CAPTIONER:  Please refresh your link.

>>:  Test for the CART services in conference room 12.  I see no typing.

  CAPTIONER:  Please refresh your link. 

>>:  Okay.  We will come back to this.

  CAPTIONER:  Standing by.  I have audio.  The link is live.

>>:  Okay.  Let's try our CART again for conference room 12.  I am not seeing any typing.  So this is a test ‑‑ 

>>:  Ladies and gentleman, good afternoon.  Ladies and gentleman, can we start.  I very much apologize for the delay.  Thank you very much for attending and being interested in this side event on Article 33, which sounds a bit dry.  So I am actually delighted to see many people interested.  I wish to welcome you to this event.  I am the chief of the section in the United Nations regional commission for Western Asia meaning the Arab states and we are coordinating this event together with the UN, this gentleman at my side and then we wish to also start by thanking Jordan, Morocco, Spain and Sweden for cosponsoring this event.

Let me open our discussion with just a few brief thoughts.  As we all know the adoption of the convention opened many doors in in the disability field.  It coordinated the social model and solidified the role of persons with disabilities in policy process is if formally recognized a diverse set of arenas where persons with disabilities hold rights.

The convention is also unique in the sense that it is not only detailing what states have to do, but also how they should do it, more specifically the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities is the first human rights treaty to contain comprehensive obligations on that the framework, that governments must put in place for the implementation and monitoring.

These institutional frameworks, focal points, court mechanisms, and independent monitoring frameworks are central.  When design well, they can play a major role in ensuring that if effective, inclusive, and coherent are put in place and follow through.

When designed fully, they can create fragmentation and bottlenecks in this convention.

Our aim at this event is to discuss concretely how states can structure their Article 33 frameworks and how persons with disability and disabled persons organizations can participate in this work.

We want to hear from you about what has worked on the ground and what has not and what has facilitated the work of Article 33 framework and what has stood in the way, what are the channels for participation, which has been built, and how the things work in reality.

We have a distinguished panel with us today to explore some of these questions.

I know present this over to this person who has some opening remarks and then we follow up with the other speakers.

>>:  Thank you very much Gazella, this is a great pleasure for us, to cosponsor this important event, developing strong and is institutional frameworks for this, operationalizing and implement an Article 33.

I would like to note at the outset that we have ESCWA and DESA and they have had many collaborations during the past year and a side event is also one of our fruits of many months and I am very pleased to be here.  I would also like to thank Morocco, Jordan, Spain, Costa Rica, and Sweden for the great supporters with the work of the United Nations and we hope we can continue working with civil society and governments, and also now we have many new stakeholders ‑‑ I have had the privilege of being here and working in this field for number of years and a start to see many new stakeholders who work with governments and private sector companies that also work closely with governments that have impact with national coordination and it may be smoothly operationalize.

For example, in communication, this morning I was at one of the side of vents new access and inclusive development and there are so many technologies that enable multi‑stakeholder partnerships that in turn, it could impact positively on how national coordination can be facilitated.  Just right before this meeting, I was supporting the chair for the roundtable discussion of eliminating poverty and inequalities of persons with disabilities.  And in there, there are so many points that were presented in relation to the need for better coordination within governments, but also with supportive persons with disabilities.

I think national coordination, compared with perhaps the early 1980s and early 1990s when there was actually an exercise within this decade to build networks of national institutions among different countries, among international, members of the international community.  But, I think, in those days it was ‑‑ our effort was to identify which Ministry was responsible for disability.

But now I was thinking and listening to all of those important inputs into the roundtable discussion and thinking that now this national coordination means it is not just about identifying and then just having, organizing meetings with different ministries, but it is much more dynamic and it involves many more stakeholders to ensure the efficiency and also, if effectiveness of such coordination.  And I think that comes from ‑‑ I think beckon emanate from the commitment of member states and also other stakeholders to mainstream persons with disabilities in many of the development policies and institutional frameworks. 

We actually see a very specific equipment to promote this.  As we just saw, you know, this last year in adoption of the 2030 development agenda, which has five specific references to disability.  And in that context, and in a national coordination ‑‑ a coordination for national mechanisms would also take into consideration the 2030 development agenda.  And they are having specific coordination opportunities to build its capacity and also to build its own network and resource to turn to when it comes to building a very strong national capacity, which would actually be a basis for the permanent implementation of CRPD and the 2030 agenda ‑‑ thank you ‑‑ 

>>:  Thank you very much for this interesting framework and overall oversight of where we stand also in relation to the agenda 2030.

Let me now please hand over to Ms. Sylvia Quann, the vice‑chair of the committee of the persons with disabilities.

>>:  Thank you.  Thank you, Madame Chair ‑‑ I want to thank DESA and ESCWA for the invitation to the CRPD committee to participate, which I would do hear on behalf of the CRPD committee.  And my presentation will focus, basically, paragraph 2 of Article 33.  But I want to say before I start that, I think, the debate around national coordination is fundamental for the implementation of CRPD.  So a long with the option a protocol to the convention against torture, the CRPD is one of the human rights treaties, which expressly provides for the establishment of a national framework for the implementation and monitoring of its provisions.

The convention even goes further and is unique in this regard among human rights treaties in requiring that in the establishment of a monitoring framework, state parties shall take into account the principles relating to the status and functioning of national human rights institutions for the protection and promotion of human rights known basically as the Paris Principles and that civil society, particularly persons with disabilities and their representative organizations fully participate in the monitoring process.

The CRPD provides for the monitoring of implementation of the convention both at the international and national levels.  At the international level, the convention provides for the monitoring through the reporting communications and inquiries procedures carried out by the committee.

At the national level, and pursuant to the Article 33 paragraph 2 of the convention, state parties shall in accordance with the legal systems maintain, strength in, designate or establish within the state party a framework including one or more independent mechanisms as appropriate to promote, protect, and monitor implementation of the CRPD.

When designating such framework, state parties shall take into account the Paris Principal.

Article 33, paragraph 3 of the convention establishes that civil society, particularly persons with disabilities and the representative organizations shall be involved in this and participate fully in the monitoring process pursuant to paragraph 2.

The committee acknowledges the important role that national human rights institutions play in promoting the ratification of the convention, raising awareness of its provisions, providing advice to authorities, tasked with the implementation of the convention, and when they are having an enabling legislation that allows investigation and recommendations of solutions of individual and group complaints alleging violations to the rights guarantees under the convention.

The committee also recognizes the important role that national human rights institutions have in the monitoring of the convention to promote compliance at the national level.

The committee further acknowledges the role of NHRI and bridging national level actors including state institutions and civil society and in persons with disabilities and their representative organizations with the international system for the protection and promotion of human rights and fully endorses the practice of human rights treaty bodies in and enhancing and ensuring the effective participation of national human rights institutions at all relevant stages of the work.

The committee is committed to make this participation meaningful and to ensure that most effective contributions by national human rights institutions are made.

Following these resolutions, the CRPD committee is currently preparing guidelines for the participation of national human rights institutions and other independent monitoring mechanisms in the work of the committee to effectively monitor the implantation of the CRPD at national levels.  These guidelines comprise mainly three chapters.

Chapter 1 on the scope of Article 33, paragraph 2 and the 3, Chapter 2 on the participation of the independent monitoring, framework, and the proceedings of the committee.

In Chapter 3, on the monitoring of the CRPD at the national level.

States parties are required to appoint a national framework with confidence to monitor the implementation of the convention and this appointment should be done at the earliest possible opportunity after this convention.

States parties have a margin of appreciation to decide whether or not the monitoring framework would consist of one or more mechanisms.

When a single entity is appointed as a monitoring mechanism, the single body is required to be independent and comply with the Paris Principal.

If the monitoring framework consists of one or more mechanisms, at least one of these mechanisms is required to be complied with the Paris Principal.

States parties are encouraged to appoint national human rights institutions as the monitoring framework or as an mechanism that form part of the monitoring framework and you further equip them with adequate funding, budgeting, and skilled human resources to appropriately discharge their mandates in the monitoring framework.

The monitoring framework should ensure the full involvement and participation of persons with disabilities in all areas of its work.

The committee considers organizations of persons with disabilities to be those comprised of a majority of persons with disabilities at least half of its membership.  And that they are government lead and direct by persons with disabilities.

The involvement and participation should be meaningful at all stages of the monitoring process, which should also be accessible, respectful of the persons with disabilities as well as gender and age sensitive ‑‑ how can this be monitored through the work of the committee?  Basically, before and during the reporting procedure, raising awareness about states parties obligations under the convention, which includes, of course, the reporting obligation, and encourage timely reporting by states, also by encouraging states to broadly consult with independent monitoring framework, civil society, and organizations of persons with disabilities when drafting the initial or periodic reports.

Independent monitoring mechanisms also submit alternative reports to the committee.

And participate in a dialogue between the committee of the state party and finally, after the state report has been examined, the monitoring mechanism can contribute to the committee follow‑up procedures by issuing recommendations to the committee after the period that has been asked for the state to report back.

Other procedures where NHRI and independent monitoring mechanisms can contribute our days of General discussion and general comments, participating in the days of general debate or by submitting written contributions, during the communications procedures, acting by contributing as third parties, providing support and assistance including legal advice when feasible to individuals or groups of individuals or organizations of persons with disabilities alleging they are victims of violations, of any of the rights guaranteed under the convention.

Monitor and provide follow‑up information, also they can contribute in the inquiry procedures by capacity building activities and contributing in the reprisals procedure.

Finally, but not least, the committee recognizes the importance of the role of independent monitoring framework in the promotion, protection, and monitoring of the convention at the national level.  And like the committee, national monitoring framework consist of or are composed of mechanisms, which operate on a permanent basis and have a close connection with the national, regional, and local settings in which the convention is implemented.  The committee acknowledges the initiatives taken at the international, regional, and national levels to develop indicators and benchmarks for measuring the implementation of the convention.

The committee also welcomes the fact that data related to the implementation of the 2030 sustainable development goals and agenda will be segregated including on the basis of disability and also the committee is appreciative that several United nation agencies have developed, or in the process of developing indicators, and it welcomes in particular the development of human rights disability friendly indicators to measure the implementation of the convention.

Thank you very much.

>>:  Thank you very much Ms. Quann.  We started in the back with the monitoring so we shall now proceed by looking at how states are actually implementing and how states are organizing themselves to oblige or comply with the convention in order to implement their obligations.

Just to remind us, the Paris Principles, which Mrs. Quann mention, they require that the monitoring mechanisms are independent, ultra stick in their composition, have a broad mandate ‑‑ I will not name everything ‑‑ and are adequately funded.

So in order to comply with the Paris Principles, these are the obligation monitoring mechanisms have to observe, or have to be set up.  Now let me handed over to the gentleman from the Department of the promotion of rights with persons with disabilities in the Ministry of solidarity, women, family, social development,.

>>:  Thank you very much.  Good afternoon, everybody, ladies and gentleman, Madam Chairman, President of the committee on the rights of persons with disabilities, latest a German, members of the committee, panel on the rights of persons with disabilities, Your Highness, excellence it is an honor to be with you ‑‑ ladies and gentlemen ‑‑ it is an honor to be with you ‑‑ the experience of our country and the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities ‑‑ the promotion of the rights of persons with disability and insurance of the enjoyment of those rights and come all forms of discrimination that may reach them is one of the central social issues and strategic choice of the kingdom in the field of human rights and the construction of the state ‑‑ translated by the highest royal will in many occasion and the participation and vision of all living for in the country and they support of all stakeholders.

This allowed the Kingdom of Morocco to can relate an important experience in this field, especially evoking the Constitution of what the kingdom contains in the field of human rights in general and among them the rights of persons with disability and Article 34 of the Constitution.

We must also evoke the ratification by the Kingdom of Morocco at the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities and its optional protocol.  In this context and in accordance with the Constitution of 2011 and the Article 33 of the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities, our country has created mechanisms for the collaboration, coordination, monitoring, and assisting the strategies of public policies and the implementation of the provisions of the convention to the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities.

At the government level, the Ministry of solidarity, women, family, and social development is in charge of the mission of coordinating the collaboration and implementation of the governmental policy related for the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities and this and coordination with all of the governments and their departments.

We have first of all,, we have three points that this mechanism has.

First of all, collaboration of a government strategy and monitoring the implementation and the assessment of its program, participation in collaboration and developing the legislative and and (Indiscernible) with international treaties and conventions by the Kingdom of Morocco.

And third, realization of studies and collaboration related to the strategy.

In view of the attributes assigned to the Ministry and in coordination with the Article 34 of the Constitution, the Ministry of solidarity, women, family, has prepared an integrated public policy for the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities, which will be implemented by national work plan in collaboration with the relevant department, civil society and especially the association operating in the field of disability and other stakeholders.

And in order to complete the convergence and transversal coordination of the Ministry of solidarity, women, family, is social development and to coordinate what is required to monitor the degree of the end limitation of the convention about the rights of persons with disabilities and also the impact of public policies on persons with disabilities, the Kingdom of Morocco has created a government mechanism according to Article 33 of the convention in the form of a ministerial commission for monitoring the strategies and policies to promote the rights of persons with disabilities created by decree number 214278.

And consist of 24 ministerial departments in charge of monitoring a different strategies and programs related to the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities.

The mission of this commission are ‑‑ first ‑‑ monitoring the implementation of the convention ratified Article ‑‑ Article conventions related by the Kingdom of Morocco, especially with the rights of persons with disabilities and the optional protocols based on the (Indiscernible) of the concerned authorities and entities.

Formulating recommendations on the legislative and to be taken in order to promote the rights of persons with disabilities.

Take all necessary protocols to ensure proper coordination between government departments for the implementation of programs and action contained in the public policy on the promotion of persons with disabilities.

The consultation and communication between the concerned governments of department and private sector entities and civil society about the necessary Ministry in order to promote the rights of persons with disabilities.

Expressing opinion on the cases exposed by the concerned departments and settling and reviewing the problems told by the implementation of the public policy on the rights of persons with disabilities.

Assisting the reorganization based on reports collaborated by the departments concerned with the end limitation of the public policy and finally determining the modalities of the commission meeting, organization, and designing (Indiscernible) and also creating a technical committee comprising of persons, government departments, ensuring the execution of the directives and decisions taken by the Ministry commission and the cases submitted by the commission and also preparing the decision projects for accommodation and report.

The first meeting held by the commission was in November 24, 2015 by the head of the government where they integrated public public policy for the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities was presented and discussed and also all emergency measures adopted by the government.

Technical committee was created in charge of the organization of the Ministry Commission about implementation of the strategies and programs related to the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities.

The decree provides that every department must name its own focal point ‑‑ in charge of the decision project ‑‑ recommendation and reports of the Ministry commission looking at the files and cases referred by this Ministry commission, and looking at all of the decisions.

This and in the framework of cooperation with United nation for the Western Asia grew.

It was agreed to provide a technical support for the collaboration of indicators for ensuring the end limitation by the Kingdom of Morocco of the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities.  Throughout the implementation of policies and programs in general in the field of cooperation as well as the support of the focal points, capabilities in the field of following up the implementation of strategies and programs to promote the rights of persons with disabilities.

With ESCWA technical support, the department members were trained and they also participated in the collaboration and validation of the national indicators of follow‑up, the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities.  Otherwise, the members of the technical committee workers (Indiscernible) they coordination with their department in order to prepare the plans to implement and integrate policies to promote the rights of persons with disabilities.

The consultative workshops led by the ESCWA expert has determined a field, which essentially, concerned the economic, social, (Indiscernible) writes with subsidiary indicators.  This field was matched with the conventions Article 9, accessibility, Article 19, living independently, and being included in the community, Article 24, Article 25, help, Article 26, rehabilitation, Article 27, work and employment; Article 28, adequate standard of living and official protection; Article 29, participation in public life.

After establishing the structures and implementing the legislation and operation, these indicators will allow these measures to be impacted with these programs and work on the project of the rights of persons with disabilities ‑‑

(Laughter).

>>:  Can you wind up a bit?

>>:  All right.  So yes, I will summarize.

So we have created also a national convention for human rights ‑‑ national Council for human rights and also another Constitution is a, which gives economic, social, and environmental Council.

So the national concept for human rights basically complies with the Paris Principles and is monitoring and following up with the human rights situation nationally and conducting investigation and inquiries and handling complaints and proactive intervention and mediation.

The National Council for Human Rights is also allowed to monitor the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities and is making diagnostic studies about the situation of disabled persons in the Moroccan Kingdom and also is giving an opinion on the framework related to the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities.

The economic, social, and environmental Council is concerned with this ‑‑ first of all, given an opinion about the general orientation by the national economy and sustainable development ‑‑ all other cases of economic and social nature ‑‑ may suggest in the various field related to economic, social, and environmental activities and strengthen the consultation and cooperation the between these economic, social, an of our mental actors and conduct studies and research.

One of the production, the contribution of this council is issuing reports and 2012, namely respecting the rights and integrations of the rights of persons with disabilities, which I recommend the adoption of this approach and stopping discrimination based on disabilities and the ways to if the facilitate access and implement for the person's with disabilities, given an opinion on the draft framework law on the protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities when it was introduced to the Council chamber in parliament.

And finally ladies and gentlemen all of this report would not be fruitful without the special attention given by his Majesty on the rights of persons with disabilities.

His Majesty's speeches have always been considered a roadmap for the protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities and thank you again and I have apologize for overtime.

>>:  Thank you very much.  Thank you very much for outlining the political world, which we see very much in Morocco.

Underlining the importance of a clear‑cut national strategy to implement a convention and what is their unique about Morocco, and since we have been working very closely, it is a clear road to our commitment to transparency by giving clear indicators of achievement for the government of Morocco.  And it expresses the will of this to be measured by certain, clear indicators of success, which contributes to the implementation, which contributes to transparency, and to dialogue with other stakeholders across the kingdom.

Let me now please handover to the Secretary‑General of the higher Council of the affairs of persons with disabilities in the Kingdom of Morocco and also Jordan ‑‑ sorry ‑‑ we just had Morocco ‑‑ of Jordan ‑‑ and Jordan is unique as well in having new laws and we will hear more about it which clearly spells out the functions of each of the stakeholders in implementing the convention.

>>:  Thank you.  Good afternoon.  Thank you, again for giving us this opportunity.  It is a pleasure to be with you all here.  Article 33 of CRPD reflects a challenge for state parties because it is the backbone to the successful implementation of the CRPD.

For us in Jordan, the challenges are our humble resources yet we were able to put together structures that were well‑suited with the Jordanian environment.  And this is because of three reasons.

First, political will, second, technical know‑how, and the third, principal participation.

Let me give you an idea about how we do this work in the Higher Council.

Our vision in a society in which persons with disabilities enjoy a sustainable, dignified life based on active participation and equality.

Our mission is to design and plan political ‑‑ sorry ‑‑ policies and support all activities geared toward serving persons with disabilities utilizing management, Governors, accountability, and transparency.  Can we see the slides?  Maybe it is easier to follow.

>>:  I think it is clear ‑‑ it is good to follow ‑‑ so if you can continue?

>>:  Okay, in Jordan, we have done a lot of strategies for persons with disabilities, the strategy for 10 years from 2007.  And it was divided into two phases.

We monitored and then we evaluated the strategy and the second phase of the strategy was review the accordance with the CRPD.  And it was developed with full participation of persons with disabilities. 

>>:  Sorry.

>>:  Okay ‑‑ okay.

>>:  There is another session concerning ITC tomorrow.  Maybe we should have ‑‑

(Laughter).

>>:  So the main pillars for the strategy was inclusive education, health and disability, legislation, higher education, economic empowerment and family empowerment, and social protection as well as rehabilitation and support services, accessibility and advocacy.

The role of civil society, violence, abuse and exploitation, (Indiscernible) and public life.

How do we work?  Our Higher Council is managed by two groups and chaired by his Royal Highness, the president of the Higher Council and we have two parties, the Civil Society of Representatives and the Secretary‑General who represents the governmental organizations.

How do we work?  We work to commitments to CRPD and translate them into legislation and programs of action, which was targeted and focused on creating inclusive societies.

So we are drafting ‑‑ we draft our the new legislation and we are waiting for the parliament to pass it through the parliament.  And we are establishing an inclusive model project.  So we follow the no gap policy in Jordan in order to bring, or to help other ministries to be able to, to follow our model and the fill their obligations on what is important for people with disabilities starting from health, education, and other services.  So in order to fulfill the no gap policy, we try to work with different organizations, Ministers, people with disabilities, civil societies, and international organizations.

We have aspirations of inclusive society for all ‑‑ again ‑‑ sorry ‑‑ okay.

So we work on accessibility and awareness, inclusive society, visibility, and quality services.  Our challenges are accessibility, inclusive education, early intervention ‑‑ and to give you another idea about how we support and how we bridge the gap between different organizations and Ministers, we do support and subsidize many services.  Like we pay for education and inclusive education.  We pay for transportation and also we pay for individual support like speech, different sessions ‑‑ in order to make life easier for children with disabilities to enroll in regular school, as well as in higher education, the Higher Council supports students in universities with sign language interpreters and we provide them with computers, so they can be independent in their classes.  We also provide all types of things of what they need to run their life independently and to fulfill all of their obligations with their families and their jobs.

This is all that we have.  Thank you for listening.  Thank you for your cooperation.

>>:  Thank you very much.  Thank you very much for this overview of the new set up in the Kingdom of Jordan.  And let me also highlight that Jordan is one of the advanced countries, together with Morocco, in producing a great and adequate disability statistic, which allows the government ‑‑ and, again, civil society ‑‑ in discussing the matters on everything, evidence of what is measured on the ground.  Thank you very much and, please, let me now and over to the senior founding member of the ASEAN disability forum and the international disability alliance.

>>:  Thank you very much.  It is my honor to be invited to this forum and I'll do my best to present my report on time.

Primarily it is a gimmick country.  We now have 100 Filipinos ‑‑ 100 million ‑‑ out of that 100 million, according to our statistics, we have 1.5 Filipinos with disabilities.

In 2008, my government ratified the UN CRPD.  Immediately, the sector of persons with disabilities organized independently the Filipino group on CRPD.

This coalition is composed of about 50 independent organizations with 11 disability constituencies and NGOs and international groups.  We were supported by international disability alliance.  Now on the issue of Article 33, the Philippine Constitution of 1987 declares that all international conventions ratified by the country becomes a domestic law, meaning the CRPD upon ratification becomes a part of the national law of the land.

On the issue of independent human rights monitoring, the Filipino Constitution also provides the establishment of a commission on human rights.  This is an independent constitutional ratification, but even the president of the Philippines cannot control.  It has automatic allocations and it is the one in charge to ensure that all international conventions are honored, respected, and implemented by the executive department and the legislative body.  So the Philippine coalition on the UN CRPD, in that context, started to develop a system by which we could produce an independent report on how our government is implementing the CRPD.  According to the CRPD, countries that ratified the CRPD must submit reports after two years.

That is the goal of us.  We want to make sure that when our government submits a report, the DPOs should have a ready report so that the international committee would see how Filipinos with disabilities look at implementation.

In the past life, my government has executive bodies and agencies that have consulted bodies.  We are members of the subcommittee and all disability affairs under the National Council On Disability Affairs.  This is under the Department of Social Welfare and Development.

Under the Office of the President, we had the Presidential Human Rights Committee.  To a certain degree, we also work independently with the presidential committee on human rights.  In December 2013, through the assistance and funding provided by international funding agencies, that Philippine coalition produced an independent report on the implementation of Philippine government of the CRPD within the four‑year period from 2008 to 2012.

Now how do we work with the independent human rights committee?  We are persuading ‑‑ we are pressuring our national human rights institutions to be more sensitive to the CRPD.  One of the deficiencies of our commission on human rights is because it is only mandated to work on the political and civil rights.  It is not ready to work on the other aspects of human rights such as the CRPD.

So we are now helping the commission on human rights and we are closely working and we are persuaded the Commissioner on human rights to assign two full‑time persons on the CRPD.  So as a last statement, while my government is open ‑‑ however, the DPOs in the Philippines realize that we have to work on our own.  But the real expert on the CRPD and on the rights of persons with disabilities are persons with disabilities.  No matter what good intentions the government has, it is still ‑‑ it cannot address our concerns and interest.

This we in the coalition insist that when it comes to affairs of disability, it must be the Filipinos with disabilities who must lead ‑‑ we must tell the government and that is now what we are doing.  And for the last information, we are now trying to infiltrate all government agencies ‑‑ all persons with disabilities who are qualified to enter government services ‑‑ we are encouraging to get into government.  And as of now, we have a national organization of government employees with disabilities who are working with the Philippine coalition and the independent human rights institution, the Commission On Human Rights.  So as we can ascertain the objectives of the Article 33 of the CRPD ‑‑ thank you ‑‑ 

>>:  Thank you very much.  And thank you very much for highlighting this interesting case of an national coalition with about 50 organizations.  And this touches upon one of the main points, which we experienced in many countries.  Such coalitions do not exist everywhere.  Civil society is not always united, on the one hand, and one course and this makes, on the one hand, altruistic in their views and, on the other hand, also, difficult for governments.

So I am opening the discussion for questions from the public.

>>:  Thank you.  I am the representative of Costa Rica and we are proud to have organized or cosponsored this event along with Spain, Sweden, Morocco and Jordan.

I would like to thank DESA and the economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, ESCWA, for having organized this important event and also the panelists for having shared their experiences with us.

Let me share a little bit of our experience of Costa Rica.

Although there is still much to be done, Costa Rica has also been committed in feeling the gaps in implementation and follow‑up with the CRPD and specifically Article 33.

During the last two years, Costa Rica has made significant improvements on the recommendation and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities.

And a national coordination mechanism, the National Council for Persons with Disabilities has been created with the purpose of monitoring and helping the fulfillment of the rights of persons with disabilities, the coordination of the policies on disability, the articulation of the social problems and direct care of services, directed to persons with disabilities, and the participation and the process of social change and improvement of the perception of persons with disabilities.

The law also provides for counseling to individuals and organizations in the exercise of their rights.  The needs of persons with disabilities, it is a situation of most vulnerability such as woman, girls, indigenous people, children, and older people and they are, of course, being incorporated in the states priority agenda.

Other mechanisms have been also created to promote, protect, and monitor the application of the convention.

For example, the social presidential Council, which their role is to ordinate the adoption of intersecting measures for the end limitation of the convention.

And the office ‑‑ (Indiscernible) in Spanish ‑‑ it is an independent mechanism, which promotes along with persons with disabilities organizations, the follow‑up for the fulfillment of the measures of each state.

As I previously mentioned, there is still a significant gap to fill, so that a persons with disabilities achieve equally and real inclusion.

Nevertheless, Costa Rica has committed itself to continue working in this direction so that the coordination, framework are strengthened with the direct inputs of persons with disabilities themselves.

We thank you again for completing this important panel.

>>:  Thank you very much.  One more example of the direct involvement of persons with disabilities, which follows exactly what he mentioned, that the people concerned are the holders of knowledge in many regards.

Yes?

>>:  As was mentioned yesterday, it has been ratified, the CRPD, so I am happy I can be here from the perspective of one of the last countries who have ratified.  Anyway, I would like to give a small perspective of this independent body, this independent mechanisms point of view.  The National Institute for Human Rights has been appointed as the national mechanism.  We are and independent body and we follow the Paris Principles.  We are in that sense independent.

In the wake of the ratification, the government already funded our institute to prepare ourselves for the task which lies ahead of us.  And we were lucky enough to get the preparations underway.  What I noted from the previous interventions was that they role of the persons with disabilities is important.  So what we did is we installed a small committee, a small Council of persons with disabilities who are advising our Institute on the different activities that we will undertake.  So this is apart from our regular context with the DPOs in the Netherlands.  We found it important that there is a constant returning view of persons with disabilities on our work.  In preparation of the ratification at the start of our work, we started a new classification, we started to develop indicators in the field of education, employment, and independent living, which were developed in coordination with these statistics of Netherlands in which gives us kind of a first view two a first look on these issues and what is the situation of persons with disabilities in these three fields.  And we hope we can repeat this in about two or three year's time, so that we can see a development.

And I was happy to understand that in other countries, similar events on developing indicators is taking place.  So I will be happy to exchange information about this.

Finally maybe a question or two ‑‑ to Mrs. Quann ‑‑ in your presentation, Mrs. Quann, your reporting procedures to the committee, the national mechanisms also have a role to play.  We are planning to make an annual report which we will present to Parliament and to the government.  But do you think that there is an obligation?  Or do you think there is another way that in between this reporting procedures of every four years, there is a role for these national institutes?  Thank you. 

>>:  Actually, national human rights institutions are an independent monitoring mechanism and they play a fundamental role in the follow‑up.  And, of course, during the in between period between reporting, reporting by the state party ‑‑ that is crucial to actually be vigilant or to oversee whether the concluding observation that have been produced by the committee after the examination of a state report are being complied with ‑‑ whether the institution presents an annual report or not, that is, of course, an national procedure.  It depends of course on the legal mandate of each institution.  But providing follow‑up is very important.  And I am going to take just a few seconds also to mention that the committee is also preparing a guideline for the simplified reporting procedures, which is the procedure that the treaty bodies have adopted for the periodic reports ‑‑ not the initial ‑‑ but the periodic reports.  And for the drafting of these guidelines, we have to consider not only the UN agencies that are working on developing indicators, human rights indicators, but also some other national human rights institutions that are doing very important work, for example, the Danish Institute, the one that I would recall right now.

So I think that there is important work that the monitoring mechanisms can do in between reporting moments, basically follow‑up, but also the other procedures that the committee conducts like communication and inquiries ‑‑ thank you ‑‑ 

>>:  May also to mention that the national reports, apart from reporting to the committee, also serve a very important internal communication mechanism.  So it is always good to draw the line, to see where we stand in such a report and to communicate with the stakeholders, be a government ministries, civil society, to say that okay this is now our status.  And how can we go forward for this?  So the national report is not only an account of an accountability mechanism to the outside, to the committee, but also a very important mechanism for inside communication.

>>:  Yes.

>>:  And I am from the committee on human rights commission.  And to follow‑up on that point, we have been undertaking some interim reports on the UN CRPD.  And we are working with stakeholders organizations of working with persons with disabilities.  And we are a Federal State.  As as well as our province and territory ‑‑ one of the reports was taking our complaint status ‑‑ complaints based on discrimination on the grounds of disability and looking at Article 5.  And we did an internal report.  It was the first time we were able to gather complaint data on any ground of discrimination because it is very complex in Canada given we have so many jurisdictions.  And we do it on the ground of discrimination with persons with disabilities.  And it was an excellent exercise.  We had very positive feedback from organizations representing persons with disabilities in terms of the engagement.

We also included and consulted with them to provide information, more qualitative information.  So from their experiences, working with persons with disabilities, what are the kinds of experiences, the kinds of discrimination that they have reported?

So this was not a report that with formally submitted to the UN, but we will use that data when we do inter‑ shadow reporting to the committee.  So I just wanted to reiterate ‑‑ and the stakeholders have grabbed on to that data.  I should say that in conclusion, the report found unfortunately that the data suggest that systemic discrimination does continue in services and employment against persons with disabilities in Canada.  And calls for further action.  And stakeholders have really used that data in their own mobilizing efforts and we will be bringing that information to use it to the committee in our shadow report.  So I think that process of ongoing engagement and promotion is as important in collaborative work, is as important as the final shadow reports that our submitted.  It is very valuable.  Thank you.

>>:  Thank you very much.  This is a very good idea to use the complaints.  The disability statistics are very, very difficult in many countries.  Is there another question?

>>:  I am from the human rights commission.  First of all, I would like to commend Sylvia and her colleagues for her committee on the robust and cover hints of guidance and the work of the committee.

The guidance refers extensively to the Paris Principles and his part of the delegation and is very much welcome.  We will be making use of them later on in the month.  At find a presentation from the representative of Morocco very interesting and particularly of the key indicators of the establishment of the across departmental working arrangements.  If you could elaborate on how these activities will be monitored by the independent framework jurisdiction and how it will set within those (Indiscernible) arrangements?

>>:  The representative of Morocco would likely a bit more time to think about it and then will respond.

More questions?

>>:  I just want to ask people about the question of DPOs.  What are the indicators with the committee of CRPD and what have they adopted to make sure that the DPOs are really consulted first?  And sometimes in our countries, we have some peoples, which are not aware enough about the human rights approach.  Sometimes the government takes these ‑‑ how can we deal with this question?  Thank you.

>>:  Of course the CRPD committee does give great value to the participation of DP owes and we do consider that government should consult when making decisions related to persons with disabilities especially when adopting policy and legislation.  It is, of course, one of the provisions in CRPD, Article 4, paragraph three.  We also think the government should provide some kind of support, basically some kind of financial support to allow disabled People's organization to actually function because we are where that many times these organizations like the funding to be able to perform their duties and to work.  It is very important and I think all of the concluding things, they have all included some recommendation in this regard.  In all of these policies relating to disability.

>>:  We have just two more minutes to hear the response to hear the government of Morocco.

>>:  So the response of the first question about indicators ‑‑ we had to kind of indicators.  We have short‑term indicators and long‑term indicators.  We have the short‑term indicators about the follow‑up.  So the follow‑up indicators are the government.  These will be implemented on the planned at the government will ratify and will execute within this year.

The midterm and the long‑term indicators about the impact ‑‑ all of the plans ‑‑ everything adopted by the Kingdom of Morocco.  That is the response for the indicators question.

And the second person ‑‑ I did not hear it ‑‑ so maybe she can repeat it again?

>>:  Maybe you can discuss bilaterally because our time is up.  And we have to go back to the plenary.  I think the question was how can ‑‑ in many countries persons, organizations, civil society, they are not aware of the human rights‑based approach.  And; therefore, in many cases the possibility of really following up with the government actions is not given because the knowledge on the side of the persons and their organizations is not there.

This also ties into what Mrs. Quann said.  It is in the best interest of the government to have will functioning civil society organizations, who function as a partner of dialogue and as a connection to the ground.  So the question is how can the government help organizations of disabled persons to function, to perform their function, and to be a good partner, a knowledgeable partner in this dialog between the government and civil society?

>>:  The disability person with disability, all of the indicators, of the national plank, public policy, the framework member ‑‑ 97.13 ‑‑ and secondly, they are supported by the Ministry and other governmental departments and all of the action they take an all of the projects they implement.  And thirdly, they participate actually in the collaboration, discussion about the framework law.

So the framework law provides the social, the civil society organizations are part of this and they must work together in order to promote the rights of persons with disabilities.  They must present this with the framework and I thank you again.

>>:  Thank you very much to all of you.  Thank you for participating in this event, in this discussion.  I think we have heard a variety of mechanisms and I am sure we will follow‑up on this in future events.  Thank you very much.

(Applause).
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