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Mr. President,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Thank you for inviting me here today to discuss the Capital Master Plan, the UN’s historic renovation of its New York Headquarters.  The project is well underway, as you can see by the construction activity on our North Lawn where a temporary building is being constructed to ensure the continued operation of the UN’s conferencing functions during the renovations.  We are now in the final weeks of moving our staff into temporary swing space, and over 2,500 staff have been successfully relocated.  The last of our swing space, the temporary building, will be ready for occupancy in just a few months.  As soon as we occupy it, the Secretariat will be vacant and the renovation of the Secretariat and Conference Building will start.    

The CMP will involve a complete renovation of all of our facilities.  During the next four years, all the buildings one sees above ground and all the complex infrastructure in the basements will be carefully renovated, making sure that functionality continues even when entirely new heating, air conditioning, electrical, plumbing, security, IT and broadcast systems are installed.  It is somewhat like renovating a train while it rolls down the track.   

The Temporary North Lawn Building is a vital link in this project.  It allows us to continue to offer first-class conferencing while we renovate the old rooms.  The Capital Master Plan renovations will bring the entire UN campus into compliance with modern building and fire safety codes, significantly improve energy efficiency, and highly increase the level of security.  These achievements are all consistent with the original goals of the project.  

A very high level of accessibility is also a core goal of the Capital Master Plan.  The Secretary-General’s Report to the 55th Session of the General Assembly concluded that the United Nations headquarters “should be safe, free of hazardous materials, environmentally sound, fully accessible to all persons and cost-efficient to operate.”

There are many significant, original features of the UN’s 20th century modernist architecture that are helpful to us in making the campus accessible.  The generous open spaces of the General Assembly and Conference Buildings, interconnected in seamless ways with entries at grade level, make much of the pedestrian circulation easy and accessible.  

There are many entrance and exit doors and ramps that open directly into the buildings, without the customary stairways that characterized many public buildings of the era.  

Escalators and elevators connect all floors and ease travel between floors. Most doorways were designed wide enough for wheelchairs, although not all. The architectural style was friendly and somewhat accessible.  However, there are many aspects of the existing buildings that are less accessible, and the CMP will eliminate those barriers.  Our design teams have been instructed since the beginning of the project to make these facilities as accessible as possible, both the permanent facilities as well as the temporary building.  We have also taken a number of steps to try to make sure we get the renovation right.  We have an independent architectural firm and an independent code consultant reviewing the detailed designs for accessibility concerns, and we have asked the New York City building department, who are the Host City experts on accessibility, to perform a courtesy review of our plans for accessibility.  Informed by our consultants, Host Country regulations, and current best practices, the design teams are following both New York City Local Law 58 and the US government’s Americans with Disabilities Act.   

The Temporary North Lawn Building will incorporate a number of specific accessibility features to ensure the United Nations provides a fully accessible environment for its work during the CMP.  The architects, HLW International, made sure that in addition to meeting local laws, the building will reflect best practices and real-life experience.  The temporary building is also being used as a testing ground — there are numerous design concepts, such as the lowering some of the podiums, which if successful and acceptable to the Member States, would be incorporated into the renovation. 

We are also planning covered temporary walkways from the temporary building to the existing buildings of the compound, in order to mitigate some of the inevitable inconvenience of the new location for the conference rooms.  Although we will be using existing sidewalks, we will make the required modifications to ensure accessibility along these paths. 


 The Temporary North Lawn Building will include a number of important features to ensure a very high level of accessibility.  These features include:


The security system design at the entry areas will accommodate people with disabilities to enter the building through wide swing doors and accessible turnstiles and magnetometers.  At any reception counter, lower, accessible portions of the counter will be provided.


All conference rooms will include accessible seating locations, and accessible locations will be provided at tables, at 28 to 34 inches high, 30 inches wide, and 19 inches deep.  Accessible routes will be provided to all mezzanines.  Handrails will extend 12 inches at the bottom of ramps.


Accessible routes will be provided to all speaker’s platforms or stages, via ramps or lifts.  

Signage will be provided which indicates the availability of Assistive Listening Devices.  Also, all signage will be provided with Braille graphics, and induction loops will be provided in required conference rooms with audio amplification.


In addition, door widths and clear areas required on the pull and push sides will meet accessibility standards.  


Ambulatory toilet stalls will be provided, in the quantities required by code, and toilet counters will be mounted at the required heights with the needed clearances. 

The completed renovation of the compound will include all the above features, and will also include a number of additional design elements, such as:  

All major entrances will include power-assisted doors, and horizontal circulation within the building will require all doors to have proper spacing, width, and pressure for full accessibility.  All elevators will be accessible and will have controls situated at appropriate heights.


All life safety systems will include speakers and strobes, all signage will be provided in the required sizes, and Braille signage will be provided for all permanent information.  We will also provide an appropriate quantity of fully-accessible toilet facilities.  In addition, we will provide the required quantities of accessible parking spaces, located close to fully-accessible routes into the buildings.


Audio frequency induction loop technology will be available in both the Temporary Building and when we return to the renovated Conference and General Assembly Buildings.  This technology is used to improve the speech intelligibility of hearing-aid users by eliminating background noise.  Additionally, a wide variety of headsets will be provided to suit a variety of cultural and personal preferences of meeting participants.  Enhanced support for T-switch-equipped assisted listening devices will be implemented to the extent technically feasible.  

Accessibility has been one of the original goals of the UN’s renovation project, and we are committed to making sure accessibility is incorporated throughout the project.  We are developing designs which not only meet or exceed code requirements, but which also are designed to address the real life accessibility-requirements of all persons, whether delegates, staff or visitors to the United Nations.

I greatly appreciate the opportunity to have spoken with you today, and I would now be pleased to entertain your questions.
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