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STATUS OF THE CONVENTION (CRPD)

110 ratifications of the Convention

153 signatories to the Convention

Optional Protocol to the Convention

63 ratifications of the Optional Protocol

90 signatories to the Optional Protocol

- Myanmar ratified the Convention on 7 December 2011

- Mozambique ratified the Convention on 30 January 2012
FIFTH SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES

The fifth session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) will be held from 12 to 14 September 2012.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE UN SYSTEM

Promoting partnerships and people power

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has begun his second term as Secretary-General of the United Nations by pledging to harness “the strong power of partnerships” to respond to the planet’s biggest challenges, such as tackling climate change, combating poverty and empowering women and girls. Mr. Ban stressed the need for unity, particularly among Member States and their citizens. “Together, nothing is impossible,” he said, adding that “if we strengthen these partnerships among Governments, business communities, civil organizations and philanthropists, then I think all these powerful partnerships can bring us towards the right direction.” Person with disabilities and organizations of persons with disabilities are encouraged to forge stronger partnerships with all stakeholders to mainstream disability in all development efforts. More information: http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40869&Cr=ban+ki-moon&Cr1=. 

Commission for Social Development, 1 to 10 February 2012

The 50th session of the Commission for Social Development will have before it the Report of the Special Rapporteur (E/CN.5/2012/7) and the Report of the Secretary General on Mainstreaming Disability in the Development Agenda (E/CN.5/2012/6). The documents are posted at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=48&pid=38. During the Commission, a side-event will be organized by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) in collaboration with the Government of Finland and Irish Aid. The panel discussion entitled “Inclusion of Disability in Development Policy and Programming” will aim to draw attention to key issues concerning the inclusion of disability in development cooperation policy and programming, particularly in the context of ongoing global efforts towards poverty eradication. The panel will also discuss how the United Nations can contribute to strengthen cooperation among all stakeholders at the country level through the United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) to promote the inclusion of disability in development efforts supported by the UN system. More information: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1592.

Disability data and statistics at the next Statistical Commission
In conjunction with the 43rd Session of the Statistical Commission (28 February to 2 March 2012), a panel discussion will be organized by DESA on 1 March in collaboration with other stakeholders under the theme “Disability data and statistics for inclusive development: next steps for action at global, regional and national levels”. The panel will discuss the importance of data and statistics on disability to promote inclusive development policy and programming at all levels. It will review existing recommendations for improving the availability and quality of data on disability. The panelists will also look at the experience of countries in collecting data and statistics on disability and explore the role of international cooperation in promoting internationally comparable data and statistics on disability. More information: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=46&pid=1593.

Empowering rural women and girls with disabilities at the Commission on the Status of Women
The 56th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) in 2012 will take place at UN Headquarters from 27 February to 9 March 2012, under the priority theme "The empowerment of rural women and their role in poverty and hunger eradication, development and current challenges". The session provides an important opportunity for: strengthening policy guidance; developing concrete and focused recommendations to promote more sustained and accelerated efforts to empower women and girls with disabilities in rural areas; and increase their rate of participation in decision-making processes. During the session, DESA and its partners will conduct a panel discussion: "Rural Women and Girls with Disabilities – Economic Empowerment and Political Participation", that will contribute to a full understanding of the issues under discussion and assist the CSW in its deliberations. More information: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=46&pid=1594.

First-ever World Down Syndrome Day to be commemorated on 12 March 2012

Last November, the General Assembly, with a view to promote the well-being and inclusion of persons with Down syndrome in society and development, as well as raise awareness about the condition, adopted resolution 66/149, declaring 21 March as World Down Syndrome Day, beginning in 2012. The first-ever World Down Syndrome Day will be commemorated around the world and at UN Headquarters under the theme: “Building our Future”. A high-level multi-stakeholder event will be held at UN Headquarters on 21 March 2012. More information: http://www.inclusive.org.br/?p=21921.  

OHCHR: Study on the political participation of persons with disabilities 

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) issued a thematic study on "Participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities" (A/HRC/19/38). The study was prepared in consultation with relevant stakeholders, including persons with disabilities and their representative organizations. It analyzes relevant provisions of the CRPD, highlights good practices in the field of participation of persons with disabilities in elections and in the conduct of public affairs, and identifies the main challenges that still prevent or limit the equal and effective participation of persons with disabilities in the political and public life of their countries. On 1 March 2012, the Human Rights Council (HRC) will hold an interactive panel dialogue on the participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life (Palais des Nations, Room XX, 12:00-15:00; http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/19session). The panel of experts will discuss issues highlighted in the study noted in the above study.The study is available in an accessible format at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Disability/Pages/ParticipationPoliticalAndPublicLife.aspx. 

ESCAP: Conference on Disability-Inclusive MDGs and Aid Effectiveness
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and Leonard Cheshire Disability will organize a conference on “Disability Inclusive MDGs and Aid Effectiveness” from 14 to 16 March 2012 at the United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok. The conference is the third in a series of meetings on disability and inclusive development, bringing together experts from Government, UN system organizations, civil society, including organizations of persons with disabilities, United Nations entities, development partners and academia.  The conference will help enhance understanding of how disability-inclusive development can contribute to the full achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), as well as help prepare for the final review of the Second Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, to be conducted in October 2012. The conference will also provide a platform for exchanging lessons learned and ways to enhance the quality and effectiveness of development cooperation through the inclusion of persons with disabilities. More information: http://www.lcdisability.org/aideffectiveness or conference@lcdisability.org.
ESCAP - UN stakeholders meeting on Asian Pacific Decade

The Social Development Division of the UNESCAP organized a Regional Stakeholder Consultation for the Final Review of the Implementation of the Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, 2003-2012, from 14 to 16 December 2011 in Bangkok. The objectives of this Consultation were: to review the key issues identified by Governments and civil society as contained in the responses to surveys conducted by the Secretariat on the implementation of the Second Decade; and to seek the inputs and views of stakeholders on the proposed outcome document for the High-level Intergovernmental Meeting on the Final Review of the Implementation of the Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, 2003-2012 to be held at Incheon, Republic of Korea from 29 October to 2 November 2012. The Consultation was attended by representatives of organizations of persons with disabilities, development organizations, United Nations entities, and other key stakeholders. Read in full by following links at   http://unescapsdd.org/disability/event/regional-stakeholder-consultation-high-level-intergovernmental-meeting-final-review.  

ESCAP - Asia-Pacific Disability Champions Award

ESCAP calls for nominations for the Asia-Pacific Disability Champions Award that recognizes those who have worked in the field of disability rights and have earned public respect in countries in the region. The Champions will be recognized at a special ceremony to be held in conjunction with the High-level Intergovernmental Meeting, above, and participate in a special regional advocacy campaign. Deadline for nominations: 30 April 2012.  More information:  http://www.escapdisabilityaward.net. ESCAP also launched the "Make the Right Real!" campaign to accelerate the ratification and the implementation of the CRPD. More information: http://www.maketherightreal.net.  

International Seminar on the World Report on Disability

The Seminar will be held in São Paulo, Brazil from the 23 to 25 February to mark the launch of the Portuguese version of the World Report on Disability published by the World Health Organization and the World Bank in 2011. The event has been organized by the São Paulo State Secretariat for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in cooperation with the Global Partnership on Disability and Development, the World Bank, the World Health Organization, the Pan American Health Organization, and other stakeholders. The Seminar will focus on the identification of the main challenges to the implementation of the World Report on Disability’s recommendations, especially in areas such as health care and rehabilitation. Its key priority is to promote the equalization of opportunities for persons with and without disabilities, in accordance with the principles established by the CRPD. More information: http://www.sedpcd.sp.gov.br/seminario-worldreportondisability/en/. 
UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2012

(We welcome information from the general public on key international disability events for inclusion in the list below.)

1 to 10 February: 50th session of the Commission for Social Development

(See item above)

25 to 26 February: Arab Regional Conference for Equality

Sponsored by Arab Organization of Persons with Disabilities (AODP), the League of Arab States, the European Disability Forum and other stakeholders, this Conference entitled: "Towards equal opportunities and full participation for persons with disabilities" will be held in Cairo, Egypt. More information: musawaconference@gmail.com or aodp@cyberia.net.lb.

27 February to 9 March: 56th session of the Commission on the Status of Women

(See item above)

28 February to 2 March: 43rd session of the Statistical Commission

(See item above)

21 March: First-ever World Down Syndrome Day

(See item above)
12 to 14 March: Conference on Disability-Inclusive MDGs and Aid Effectiveness
(See ESCAP item, above)

26 to 27 March: 28th Annual Pacific Rim International Conference on Disability and Diversity

Under the theme: “Living to our complete potential” – the 28th Annual Pacific Rim International Conference on Disability and Diversity will be held in Honolulu, Hawaii. It will bring together academics, community leaders, self advocates, specialists and Government officials. The event will also include the International Forum on the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities. More information: http://www.pacrim.hawaii.edu/internationalforum/2012.    

2 April: World Autism Awareness Day

The United Nations General Assembly unanimously declared 2 April as World Autism Awareness Day (A/RES/62/139) to highlight the need to help improve the lives of children and adults who suffer from the disorder so they can lead full and meaningful lives. More information: http://www.un.org/en/events/autismday/index.shtml.  

9-21 April: United Nations Expert Group Meeting on ICT Accessibility
DESA in collaboration with the United Nations Information Center in Tokyo and The Nippon Foundation will organize an Expert Group Meeting on Building Inclusive Society and Development through Promoting ICT Accessibility: Emerging Issues and Trends in Tokyo, Japan. Further details are forthcoming. 

16 to 20 April: 7th session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

On 24 December 2011, the General Assembly adopted resolution A/RES/66/229 to authorize the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities an additional week of meeting time per year. In early January 2012, the Committee decided that its 7th session will be held from 16- 20 April 2012 and that its 8th session will be held from 17-28 September 2012. During its 7th session the Committee will consider the initial report of Peru and adopt list of issues regarding China, Argentina and Hungary. More information: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/Session7.aspx.

15 to 18 May: Interdependence 2012 Conference and Exposition

As part of the 25th Anniversary of Rick Hansen’s legendary Man In Motion World Tour, the Rick Hansen Foundation (RHF) and the Rick Hansen Institute (RHI) are co-hosting a global conference and exposition to inspire collaboration in the pursuit of a more healthy and inclusive world. More information: http://www.rickhansen.com/en-ca/home/interdependence2012.aspx. 
23 to 25 May: ESCIF Congress 2012 

The European Spinal Cord Injury Federation (ESCIF) Congress and Assembly of Delegates 2012 will be held in Lucignano, Italy. The theme of the Congress is the impact of the on-going economic crisis on the lives of people with SCI. The aim is to exchange information and to reach agreement on actions that can be taken in ESCIF member countries. More information: http://www.escif.org.  

4 to 6 June: Rio+20 Conference  

Twenty years after the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, people from all over the world will once again gather in Rio to discuss ways to best manage a common future in sustainable and lasting ways, based on the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. More information: http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20.  

11 to 13 June: Universal Design Conference 2012  

Universal design in public spaces is the main focus of the Conference to be held in Oslo, Norway. The Conference will cover issues related to universal design in planning, legislation, education, buildings, outdoor areas, information and communications technologies (ICT) and public transport. More information: http://www.ud2012.no.  

22 to 27 July: XIX International AIDS Conference 

The Conference will take place from 2012 in Washington and will present scientific knowledge as well as facilitate dialogue on the major issues facing the global response to HIV. Discussions are underway for a possible Disability Zone at the Conference: More information: http://www.aids2012.org.    

12 to 14 September: 5th Conference of States Parties to the CRPD
The fifth session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will be held at UN Headquarters. Prior to the convening of the Conference, a Civil Society Forum will be organized by the International Disability Alliance (IDA) with the support of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) with a view to engage NGOs and DPOs in a discussion and promote coordinated civil society involvement in the Conference of States Parties and in preparations for the High-level meeting of the General Assembly on disability and development to be held on 23 September 2013. More information forthcoming at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1535.  

17 to 21 September: TRANSED 2012

The 13th International Conference on Mobility and Transport for Elderly and Disabled Persons (TRANSED 2012) will be held in New Delhi, India. More information: http://www.transed2012.in. 
17-28 September: 8th session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

(See above)
16 to 18 October: 2nd International Conference of the World Federation of the Deaf

The Conference hosted by the Deaf Society of NSW, Australia is themed “Equality for Deaf People” will be held in Sydney, Australia. More information: http://www.wfdsydney2013.com. 
8 to 18 November: WBU/ICEVI General Assemblies

World Blind Union (WBU) and International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI) will convene joint General Assemblies and associated events in Bangkok, Thailand. Events include: African Union of the Blind General Assembly, WBU Diversity Forum, WBU General Assembly, ICEVI General Assembly and events, and joint programme days between WBU and ICEVI. More information: http://www.wbu-icevi2012.org.  

OTHER NEWS

(DISCLAIMER: The information below is provided by civil society organizations and others for informational purposes only. This does not constitute endorsement of, or an approval by, the United Nations of any of the products, services, or opinions of the organization or individual. The United Nations bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of their statements and opinions.)

Aid Effectiveness Forum and disability

The Fourth High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness took place in Busan (Korea) from 29 November to 1 December 2011. The High Level Forum included a side event on aid effectiveness and persons with disabilities, which included an International Disability Alliance (IDA) representative as one of its speakers. The outcome document includes international commitments on human rights and disability. The IDA report on the Busan High Level Forum on aid effectiveness and the related Civil Society Forum is available at: http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Report-on-IDA-BUSAN_.doc; the Busan Outcome Document (pdf version) is available at: http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/HLF4-OUTCOME-DOCUMENT-FINAL-EN.pdf.  

Addressing violence against women with disabilities in Africa

Disabled Women in Africa (DIWA) representatives visited the African Union (AU) Headquarters in Addis Ababa in December 2011 to present a declaration on protecting the rights of women with disabilities in Africa, along with their recommendations. The Declaration was an outcome of a Pan-African Task Force meeting held in March 2011 in Nairobi that reviewed the widespread and increasing violence against women with disabilities.  More information: http://www.diwa.ws/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=65:latest-news.  

Women and Human Rights

The Women's Human Rights Education Institutes is now accepting applications for their 6-week "Women's Human Rights Education Institute: Building a Peaceful World in an Era of Globalization" to be held 21 May 28 June 2012 in Toronto, Canada. Application deadline is 28 February 2012. More information at   

http://learnwhr.org/programs/whri-six-week-institute. 
Creating a global center for autism research and education

ICare4Autism plans to build the Global Center for Autism Research and Education in Jerusalem to catalyze the breakthrough innovations required to tackle the global autism crisis. The Center will: enable the convening and support for an interdisciplinary global community of researchers, educators and advocates; drive the research needed to discover the etiology of autism and its biologic and environmental causes; and create opportunities for powerful collaborations that will bring better methods of detection and treatment to patients and their families all over the world.  The Center will be launched at the 2012 International Autism Conference (1-2 August 2012) in Jerusalem. Participation is encouraged from people around the world by means of Poster submissions, where winners will receive a scholarship to attend the Conference, as well as participate in a Conference panel. More information:  http://www.icare4autism.org. 
Disability Rights Resources on the Global Disability Rights Library

The online version of the Global Disability Rights Library (GDRL) is available at http://gdrl.org.  Nine portals, recently expanded from five, provide information on topics relevant to the needs of DPOs, government officials, professionals, grassroots advocates, and others working to improve the lives of people with disabilities. More information: http://www.widernet.org/digitallibrary/GDRLSiteSelection. 
Call for Art: Critical Disability Studies Students’ Association

The Critical Disability Conference Committee invites artists to submit up to 3 slides of their work in photography, mixed media, works on paper, video, or sculpture for the 4rd Annual Art Exhibit at the Annual Graduate Student Conference (14 April) More information: http://cdssa.wordpress.com/conference-2/call-for-art.  
Web Accessibility resource

How to make a BAD site accessible to persons with disabilities, older users, and others:  The Before and After Demo (BAD) is a newly released set of related web pages that provide fully integrated examples of accessibility at work. The mini website is a project of the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) at the W3C and is released for public use. A useful teaching tool, BAD is also great for those times when you want a quick memory boost about how to create an accessible data table for example, or how to when to use (and NOT to use) background images. More information: http://www.w3.org/WAI/demos/bad.
Mohoram's Wheels

A young man from Bangladesh undertook a momentous journey from Dhaka, the capital city of Bangladesh to Washington, DC. The journey of this 25-year old man in a wheelchair began on 27 June 2011 and crossed three continents and 18 countries for a total distance of 25,828 kilometers via buses, trains and a ship. The purpose of his journey was to promote the rights of persons with disabilities and establish a "World disABILITY Fund" to support the political, economic and human development of all persons with disabilities. He arrived in New York City last month and met with UN officials and staff of the Secretariat. More information: http://mohoramswheels.posterous.com.  

Swimming beyond borders

Two swimmers, one able-bodied and the other a quadruple amputee, join forces and courage to meet an incredible challenge: connecting 5 continents with 4 swims. By “swimming beyond borders”, Philippe Croizon and Arnaud Chassery hope to convey a genuine message of peace and solidarity, regardless of origin or culture. They also hope to show that today, there should be no differences made between the able-bodied and persons with disabilities. More information: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-15164836 and http://www.azurelite.net/nadf/ (in French). 

Women in Public Service Summer Institute 2012

Wellesley College in Massachusetts will host the first Women in Public Service Project Institute for two weeks from 11to 22 June 2012. The pilot institute will bring together 50 emerging women leaders from across the globe between the ages of 25 to 45 who are already serving in different fields of public service and/or political or elected office. More information: http://womeninpublicservice.org/summer-institute-2012/institute-application/. 

International Fashion and Accessory Award

The first Award “Bezgraniz Couture: International Fashion and Accessory Award" took place in Moscow in July 2011. The second award will take place on 11-12 May 2012. The award brings together designers, companies, agencies and people in the fashion world to promote a new vision of human-centered design focusing on persons with disabilities. More information: http://www.bezgraniz-couture.com. 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Division for Social Policy and Development

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)

2 UN Plaza, DC2-1306, New York, NY 10017, USA.

Website: http://www.un.org/disabilities 
Email: enable@un.org 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/United-Nations-Enable/196545623691523  

Twitter: http://twitter.com/UN_Enable  
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