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Progress in accelerating global actions for a world without poverty and implementation 
of the System-wide Plan of Action for the Third United Nations Decade for the 
Eradication of Poverty (2018-2027): WFP, May 2021 
 
This report discusses contributions of the World Food Programme to the implementation of the interagency, 
System-wide Plan of Action for the Third United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2018-2027) in 
2020 in five thematic areas. 
 
1. Expanding social protection systems to underpin inclusive poverty-reducing development  
 

 In 2020, WFP directly assisted more than 115 million people, its highest annual total ever. In addition to 
its direct food assistance, it reaches people through programmes that can be considered social protection, 
including school feeding, lean season support, malnutrition prevention and cash-based safety nets. 

 WFP also provides technical capacity strengthening to national governments’ social protection systems, 
improving access to food for poor and vulnerable persons. This support includes facilitating the 
development of social protection policy, promoting policy coherence, providing guidance on deploying 
social protection programmes in fragile and forced displacement contexts, strengthening leadership in 
shock-responsive social protection, strengthening beneficiary information management systems and 
improvements in payment and delivery systems, amongst other areas of support.  

 The organization assisted governments in establishing and maintaining nationally owned programmes 
that are part of social protection frameworks contributing to the achievement of many SDGs - particularly 
SDG 2 on hunger; but also, SDG 1 on poverty, SDG3 on health and nutrition, SDG 4 on education, SDG 
5 on gender equality, SDG 17 on partnerships and potentially SDG 16 on peace and justice.  

 In stable low- and middle-income countries with emerging government capacities, WFP supports the 
transition and scaling-up of national programmes in 19 countries, including support in the consolidation 
of school feeding programmes in 10 additional countries, where the hand-over to national ownership has 
already occurred. In 2020, WFP supported 70 countries with technical assistance in school feeding 
programmes. 

 In 2020, WFP continued to ensure inter-ministerial collaboration and leadership in Laos in the handing 
over of its school lunch programme, with the aim of a full handover to the government by 2021. 
Transition and handover of school feeding programmes to national government implementation 
progressed in Cambodia, Djibouti, and Lesotho despite COVID-19 pandemic. In Djibouti, while the 
Country Strategic Plan (CSP) initially planned a gradual handover of the management of all school 
feeding programmes to the Government over a five-year period, this process was significantly 
accelerated during 2020. 

 In 2020, WFP’s Centres of Excellence helped countries to design and implement 15 national anti-hunger 
policy documents and mobilized funds to operationalize field-oriented South-South and Triangular 
Cooperation projects. 

 Linking to SWAP policy focus area (g) ‘Fighting poverty in fragile and humanitarian contexts’, WFP 
actively contributes to conceptualizing the role of social protection in ‘the nexus’ and advancing 
understanding on how appropriate linkages between humanitarian action and social protection can be 
pursued.  

 With the pandemic expected to have far-reaching implications on socio-political stability, security and 
conflict dynamics in many locations, WFP was quick to answer the African Union and Member States’ 
call to implement the continental COVID-19 strategy. As part of the AUC-FAO Taskforce on COVID-
19 and providing the policy recommended actions for member states to put in place to combat the impact 
of the COVID-19 in the new food insecurity ‘Hotspots’ with immediate, medium, and long-term 
measures as well as mobilization of domestic and external resources (Social protection and safety nets, 
fiscal space, innovative financing mechanisms, and debt solutions. 
 

2. Human capability development: addressing the non-income forms of poverty  
 

 Child health, nutrition and learning are critical for boosting human capital development. WFP-supported 
school feeding programmes are a high-return investment in human capital, a foundational requisite for 
strengthening countries' competitiveness and prosperity. WFP's School Feeding Strategy brings together 
several UN agencies to deliver integrated packages of assistance, and meet the health and nutrition needs 
of vulnerable schoolchildren around the world. This focus on quality and integration, combined with 
stronger partnerships, represents a major strategic shift in our approaches and contributes to increasing 
the UN system's ability to deliver on the SDGs and on human capital investments.  
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 Through WFP-supported school feeding programmes, 15 million schoolchildren were provided with 
meals, snacks or take-home rations. While the COVID-19 pandemic and school closures impacted 
implementation of the programmes in all countries, WFP rapidly switched from its on-site feeding 
programmes in 42 countries to provide almost 7 million vulnerable children and their families with dry 
take-home rations - often distributed as family rations - cash or vouchers. Adaptations in programming 
allowed WFP to reach 2.3 million family members with take-home rations that otherwise would not have 
been reached.  

 Through WFP’s Centre of Excellence (CoE) in Brazil, the Government of Uganda learned about Brazil’s 
multi-sectoral ownership and interest, sustainable funding streams, linkages to smallholder agricultural 
development and effective community participation. WFP’s China CoE helped Ecuadorean farmers and 
technicians to acquire knowledge on rice production and smallholders’ income diversification. In March 
2019, the Regional Centre Against Hunger and Malnutrition (CERFAM) was launched by WFP and the 
Government of Cote d’Ivoire, complementing the work of WFP’s existing centres of excellence in Brazil 
and China. 

 In the wake of the pandemic, global shortages of nutritious products raised the risks of malnutrition, 
particularly among children under 5. In response, WFP adapted its delivery mechanisms and redirected 
available products to the most vulnerable individuals, ensuring that they received continuous treatment 
despite COVID-19. 17.3million beneficiaries were assisted, primarily children and pregnant and lactating 
women and girls. 

 In 2020, through Food for Training (FFT) and Human Capital Development programmes that train 
women and men with employable and entrepreneurial skills, WFP, through partners and national training 
institutions, provided vocational and service sector skill development to 64,500 people, 50 percent 
women, across 12 countries in Asia, Africa, Middle East, Central Asia, and Central and South America. 
Example of the skills developed in men, women and youth include: construction, healthcare, tailoring to 
e-commence and services. As required, technical skill training programmes are complemented with 
complementary knowledge-based interventions, such as: literacy and numeracy, business management, 
access to finance, market linkages and job search services. In addition, WFP integrates social behavioural 
change communication (SBCC) sessions on health and nutrition good practices or sensitization on gender 
inequalities to engender women’s socioeconomic empowerment and support good household nutrition. 

 One of the most innovative projects within WFP’s Human Capital Development portfolio is EMPACT. 
The project connects vulnerable populations to learning and earning opportunities offered by the digital 
economy, thereby increasing their chances for employment and ensuring more sustainable livelihoods. 
In 2020, EMPACT trained over 3,100 people, 51 percent women, positively impacting the lives and 
livelihoods of refugees, IDPs and vulnerable populations in Lebanon, Iraq, Turkey and Kenya. 

 WFP is supporting the African Union Continental Education Strategy for Africa (CESA) jointly working 
with the African Union Commission coordinating the CESA School-feeding Cluster to guide actions and 
coordinate resources for achieving the vision and mission of the strategy (CESA 16-25). In its capacity 
as the co-chair of the Home-Grown School Feeding Cluster of the African Union, WFP jointly with the 
African Union Commission and with support from Cluster partners organized, the Sixth Africa Day of 
School Feeding event, and observed the launch of the 2019-2020 biennial report on the state of school 
feeding in Africa, availing a wealth of new data and insights to empower stakeholders to advance the 
school feeding agenda in the continent and review the state of school feeding in Africa. The event has 
provided an opportunity for the African Union Member States and partners to renew their commitment 
to home-grown school feeding programs as a much-needed investment in the development of Africa’s 
human capital and stimulation of local economies. 

 
3. The future of food and sustainable agriculture  
 

 Empowered and resilient smallholder farmers hold the key to a world free from hunger. However, despite 
producing most of the food in the developing world, all too often their livelihoods can only support 
meagre and unhealthy diets. Their poor incomes are a result of numerous constraints such as lack of 
profitable markets, low productivity, high post-harvest losses, limited information and poor 
infrastructure. WFP recognizes that supporting smallholders to increase their productivity and incomes 
and building stronger food systems through inclusive agricultural and economic development are key to 
achieving food security. 

 In response, WFP has developed models that combine wide partnerships, innovative solutions and 
context-specific support for smallholders and their national governments, with systemic impact in 
agricultural value chains and broader food systems. These efforts are more than just traditional “food-
aid” but rather an enormous range of projects and platforms that empower the most vulnerable to access 
nutritious food. They include approaches such as the market access-oriented Smallholder Agricultural 
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Market Support (SAMS) initiatives, Farm to Market Alliance and Virtual Farmers’ Market, livelihood-
oriented Food Assistance for Assets (FFA), as well as post-harvest loss reduction efforts to strengthen 
food supply chains.  

 In 2020, WFP Food Assistance for Asset Creation Activities (FFA), related training and other livelihood-
support programmes benefitted 7.7 million people across 50 countries. Programme beneficiaries and 
participants received WFP food assistance to cover immediate food shortfalls whilst they received 
training and constructed assets to build their resilience to shocks and strengthen their livelihoods. Asset 
creation activities included the rehabilitation of land, improvement in forestation, development of feeder 
roads, bridges and culverts to minimize flooding. Gender-sensitive approaches within Food Assistance 
for Assets programmes strengthened community resilience to crises by promoting shared power, control 
of resources, and decision-making between women and men, which in times of crisis, can mitigate 
disaster risks through more efficient division of labour and time management. 

 WFP continued to apply its “3-pronged approach” (3PA) for design, planning and implementation of 
programmes, such as resilience-building, with partners. COVID restrictions impacted the ability to 
conduct field-level work, like Seasonal Livelihood Programming consultations, and thus shifted focus to 
activities that could be done remotely, for example the Integrated Context Analysis (ICA), the first 
component of the 3PA). This was done by combining the implementation of ICAs simultaneously with 
remote-training and facilitation to Regional Bureau and Country Office staff, and regional institutions 
and academia partners, and using this experience as a lever to pilot ICAs in urban areas as a foundation 
for developing new methodologies. In total, 12 national and 36 urban ICA pilots were conducted across 
12 Country Offices, with their respective national universities and Regional Bureaux. Furthermore, ICA 
training as was provided to the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development, who in turn developed 
ICA natural shock layers with refined methodologies in five North African countries in preparation for 
running their own ICAs. 

 In 2020, 2 million people in 13 countries were protected by climate risk insurance solutions developed 
or supported by WFP. Through the ‘R4’ Rural Resilience initiative, a WFP-supported microinsurance 
scheme, WFP has protected 140,000 farming households in 10 countries (Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Senegal, Zambia and Zimbabwe) from the risks of 
irregular rainfall or floods, providing a safety net to 700,000 people against climate shocks. In addition, 
through its ‘African Risk Capacity (ARC) Replica’ initiative, WFP has protected 1.3 million people in 
Mali, Mauritania, Burkina Faso, Zimbabwe and the Gambia from the risk of catastrophic drought events. 
This protection has augmented social protection frameworks in times of COVID-19 and helped 
governments reduce the risk of compound disasters.  

 Over 10 years of successfully connecting smallholders with markets, WFP has demonstrated that when 
farmers have an assured market for their crops, they can forge stronger livelihoods and become key 
players in local food systems. Building on the lessons learned under the Purchase for Progress pilot, this 
now translates into a portfolio of Smallholder Agricultural Market Support initiatives, where 
smallholders are provided with an entry point into formal markets. WFP uses innovative and context-
specific solutions to catalyse investments and partnerships across the value chain and works closely with 
governments to forge strong linkages between smallholders and private and public sector buyers. 

 WFP helped smallholders gain an entry point into formal markets, strengthening their income generation 
opportunities and ultimately building up their livelihoods. Smallholders are encouraged by a growing 
and predictable demand from WFP and other buyers, increasing agriculture and catalyses investments 
and service provision by governments, private sector and development actors. Globally, WFP helped 
more than 48,000 people through its smallholder agricultural market support programmes.  

 WFP is advancing engagement with International Financial Institutions and Multilateral Development 
Banks, in an effort to support smallholders and transform rural economies at the national and sub-national 
levels.  

 WFP is supporting the AU operationalise the African Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) through mobilizing 
international investment to enhance African capacities (human, infrastructure, agricultural), to achieve 
the Malabo Declaration (Zero Hunger by 2025), and other aspirations of the AU’s Agenda 2063. 

 WFP is supporting the African Union and the AU Development Agency’s (AUDA-NEPAD) 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP), knowledge products, evidence-
based policy formulations, and other areas including: Supporting the AUDA-NEPAD in formulating the 
Common African Position at the United Nations Food Systems Summit. To promote evidence-based 
policy dialogues including the CAADP Partnership Platform Meeting (CAADP PP) with partners such 
as the World Bank and the African Development Bank (AfDB), and on studies such as the Cost of Hunger 
Studies in Africa, the Closing the Nutrition Gap in Africa study, the continental Nutrition Report and 
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will recently, jointly with the African Union Commission, launch the Continental Report on the Cost of 
Hunger in Africa.  

 
4. Addressing climate change and the intensification of natural hazards  
 

 In 2020, WFP worked with governments and humanitarian partners on the frontline of the global climate 
crisis, responding to an increasing number of climate-related disasters and taking pre-emptive actions to 
allow vulnerable communities to be prepared for, respond to and, therefore, limit climate change-related 
impacts and damage.  

 WFP’s continuous efforts to mainstream climate risk management into its operations has led to an 
increasing number of countries expressing interest in and beginning to introduce climate risk financing 
instruments into country programs.  

 2 million people have received protective coverage through climate insurance products (micro-insurance 
and sovereign risk insurance) implemented by WFP in 13 countries (Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, 
Gambia, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Senegal, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe). 

 WFP’s Forecast-based Financing (FbF) initiative is supporting governments and communities in 14 
countries across Africa, Asia and Latin America to develop anticipatory actions that mitigate disaster 
impacts during the critical window between the forecast and actual onset of extreme climate events. In 
Bangladesh, to reduce the impact of heavy flooding events during the monsoon season, WFP uses robust 
early warning data to transfer cash to vulnerable families several days in advance of a flood hazard. In 
2020, with resourcing from the Central Emergency Response fund (CERF), WFP supported 145,000 
vulnerable people with support like anticipatory cash transfers days before their livelihoods were 
affected. Beneficiaries used these funds to buy food and medicine, fortify homesteads, protect critical 
assets, and transport livestock and vulnerable family members to safe places. In Nepal, WFP is working 
in 19 flood-prone districts to strengthen the national early warning system for floods and integrate 
protocols for forecast-based actions at the national and sub-national levels. In 2020, WFP triggered cash 
transfers to 13,600 families in anticipation of flooding events. These investments reduced the average 
cost of an emergency response by over two-thirds. 

 
5. Fighting poverty in fragile and humanitarian contexts  
 

 15 million schoolchildren were provided with meals in 59 countries. In fragile contexts, WFP school 
feeding operations supported school children with nutritious meals, snacks or take-home rations to 
provide an essential safety net for them and their families, and to help restore normalcy, reduce 
vulnerability to hunger and protect livelihoods. 

 7.4 million people across 50 countries benefitted from assets creation, related training and other 
livelihood-support programmes. 

 WFP launched its first ever global Level 3 emergency response in March 2020 to meet the unparalleled 
need for food and nutrition assistance resulting from COVID-19, while also responding to 16 Level 2 
and Level 3 emergencies and sustaining support for existing beneficiaries in 84 countries. While 
achieving this level of sustained operations, WFP also provided vital common services to governments 
and partners worldwide, transporting health and humanitarian workers while moving life-saving cargo 
to remote locations, along with shipping test samples and critical medical supplies.  

 Overall, WFP supported 65 governments in introducing new measures, scaling up or adapting existing 
social protection measures, and assisted nearly three-quarters of these countries in delivering their cash-
based responses. In 2020, more people than ever before benefitted from WFP’s cash-based support, 
empowering families to improve their food security while strengthening their local economies and 
markets by helping governments to build national capacities. 

 In 2020, WFP developed a new African Union Plan of Action aligning and strengthening WFP’s 
engagement with the African Union on key continental and regional priorities and initiatives in line with 
the aspirations and goals of Africa’s Agenda 2063 and its First Ten-Year Implementation Plan; and  
recommitting the organization to  contributing to the operationalization of the African Union’s Malabo 
Declaration on Accelerated African Agricultural Growth and Transformation for Shared Prosperity and 
Improved Livelihood, Africa’s overarching programmatic vehicle for ending hunger by 2025. The Plan 
of Action and a strengthened WFP African Union Global Office will facilitate high-level political 
engagement and representation at all levels of the AU and its organs, including the African Union 
Commission, and other continental and regional institutions; ensure targeted and more effective policy 
alignment, programmes services and technical assistance; improve coordination of WFP support at the 
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continental and regional levels, including resource mobilization; and reinforce multilateral engagement 
and advocacy in furtherance of the AU aspirations, ambitions and programmes. 

 Recognizing the important link between conflict and hunger and the critical role of food assistance as a 
building block to peace and stability and building on its Nobel Peace Prize, WFP has been working hand 
in glove with the United Nations Office to the African Union (UNOAU) to jointly engage the African 
Union Commission and its different organs including the newly named Political Affairs, Peace and 
Security Commission (PAPS) to contribute to: 

o Sustaining peace to achieve Zero Hunger bringing to Africa much-needed attention to the UN 
Security Council Resolution 2417, acknowledging the link between hunger and conflict; 
condemning the use of hunger as a weapon of war, and recognizing to eliminate hunger on the 
continent, we must also silence of the guns.  

o Strengthening a multisectoral collaboration for food security and supporting peace efforts at the 
continent (sub-continental, member state) level by ensuring that appropriate sectors concerned, 
help combat conflict and hunger. 

o Optimizing multisectoral investments to create a conducive environment for sustaining peace 
on the continent.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


