
This document describes the progress made by UNDP in 2020 and early 2021 in implementing the inter-
agency and system-wide plan of action for eradicating poverty. As the COVID-19 pandemic has uprooted 
lives and livelihoods across the world in unprecedent ways, UNDP’s work was directed to prevent directly 
the predicted reversal of trends in poverty eradication. UNDP accelerated its integrator role of achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals and leveraged its presence in over 170 countries to implement its 
COVID-19 offer. In collaboration with several partner agencies (e.g. World Bank, ILO, FAO, WFP, UNICEF, 
UN Habitat, UN Women) and more than 90 innovation labs spread across Asia, Africa and South America, 
UNDP supported new initiatives to eradicate poverty by fostering inclusive growth, reduce inequalities in 
human development, and close both the gender gap and digital divide. 

With its broad mandate, UNDP has contributed on the key areas of policy focus. 

Structural transformation, productive employment and decent work 

• We support the Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF), the only multilateral partnership 
dedicated to assisting Least Developed Countries (LDCs) use trade as an engine for growth, 
sustainable development, employment and poverty reduction. While the EIF allocated USD 200.6 
million to 134 partnerships, UNDP continues to support governments and small businesses to 
trade, developing the kinds of jobs that improve lives and spur sustainable economic 
development. 

• UNDP supports free trade within Africa that benefits small and medium-sized enabling innovation. 
Since January 1, 2021, UNDP has been partnering with the African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA), a market of 1.2 billion people and with a USD 3-trillion combined GDP. With an emphasis 
on small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), UNDP particularly supports women and youth 
entrepreneurship within the AfCFTA. 

• We promote initiatives that provide decent working conditions. In partnership with the African 
Union (AU), UNDP aims to ensure Member States adopt the principles set out in the African 
Mining Vision (AMV). For this purpose, UNDP kick-started the AMV adoption process for example 
in Mozambique, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Zambia. 

• UNDP leverages its network of more than 90 Accelerator Labs spread across the Global South, 
uniquely positioned to support innovation for productive employment and youth integration. 
Among other, the Youth Co:Lab under the UNDP Asia-Pacific Regional Hub with support from Citi 
Bank has engaged more than 75,000 participants in a series of events and built capacity of 7,120 
young social entrepreneurs across 28 countries in the region. Overall, it mobilized USD 4.9 million 
for Youth CO:Lab startups.   

Expanding social protection systems to underpin inclusive, poverty-reducing development  

The UN Secretary-General has entrusted UNDP with the technical lead for the socio-economic response 
to COVID-19 at the country level, supporting the UN Resident Coordinators (UNRCs) by leveraging the 
wider system to develop and implement the socio-economic response. UNDP responded swiftly to the 
COVID-19 crisis through multiple channels, starting with Offer 1.0 focused on preparedness, response and 
recovery. UNDP’s technical lead role for the UN socio-economic response was outlined in the COVID-19 
Offer 2.0 which focused on social protection, governance, digital disruption and green recovery services.  
 



 As of April 2021, UNDP, in collaboration with the broader UN system, has supported the 
preparation of 144 socio-economic impact assessments (SEIAs) in 97 countries and five regions 
often jointly with the International Financial Institutions, European Union, and other partners, 
including rapid and in-depth assessments of affected economic sectors and population groups, 
as the situation continues to evolve.  
 

 UNDP also focused at the medium and long-term needs for an inclusive, resilient and 
sustainable recovery. 78 percent of the 119 Socioeconomic Response Plans (SERPs) are 
significantly aligned with the objective of expanding social protection systems for inclusive and 
poverty-reducing development. 

 
 UNDP’s social protection response supported 82 countries and encompasses an integrated 

approach with a focus on the most vulnerable (notably workers in the informal sector, youth, 
elderly, women, migrants). For instance, UNDP supports Burundi, Cameroon, Madagascar and 
Nigeria with the objective to help vulnerable populations in the informal economy mitigate the 
negative impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic; while in Bangladesh UNDP and DFID supported the 
Government in rolling out an emergency support for 50,000 poor urban families. 
 

 The integrated approach includes inclusive and green initiatives such support for a Tree 
Planting Initiatives in Cambodia engagingover 1,600 rural households in cash for work 
programmes; whereas in Yemen, UNDP partnered with he World Bank and national partners in 
women empowerment projects that generated work for over 63,000 women. 
 

 Across countries, UNDP has practiced its integrated approach by leveraging digitalization for a 
rapid response. In Rwanda, the UNDP Accelerator Lab worked with the Ministry of ICT and 
Innovation to acquire ‘anti-epidemic robots’ to support the work of medical personnel. In 
Equatorial Guinea, UNDP supported the acquisition of the robots and helped train young 
entrepreneurs in their management and maintenance 
 

 UNDP’s integrated response in social protection incorporates strengthening of local governance 
institutions. In Guinea, UNDP helps build capacity among journalists and territorial 
administrators to engage in awareness-raising activities for prevention of COVID-19. In 
Mozambique, UNDP provided close to USD 1 million as part of the national strategy for peace 
and reconciliation. 
 
 

Human capability development, addressing the non-income forms of poverty  

Building on UNDP’s signature reports such as the Human Development Report (HDR), we have 
continued developing these further in the realm of non-income dimensions of poverty such as gender 
and the environment. Furthermore, hands-on work with governments and statistical agencies in the 
Global South meant that we have put UNDP’s tools of poverty measurement into practice. 

 As an evolution of its Human Development Index (HDI) published in the UNDP Human 
Development Report (HDR), we have introduced the “Planetary pressures-adjusted Human 



Development Index (PHDI)” as an experimental index that adjusts the Human Development 
Index (HDI) for planetary pressures in the Anthropocene. 
 

 UNDP launched the 2020 global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), measuring joint 
deprivations people face in health, education and living standards in 100+ countries. UNDP is 
supporting several country offices and governments in developing their own national MPIs for 
SDG monitoring and reducing poverty in all its forms. Overall, UNDP has supported the design 
and adoption of more than 30 National MPIs by end 2020. With UNDP support, Angola and 
Ghana launched new national MPIs UNDP in 2020. Addressing poverty in less poor countries, 
UNDP partnered with OPHI to develop an MPI for middle-income countries. UNDP supports the 
FAO in facilitating the use of a new rural MPI, scheduled to be launched in late 2021.  
 

The future of food and sustainable agriculture 

UNDP offers integrated systemic approaches to development issues, catalyzing and supporting cross-
sectorial policy dialogue at national and subnational levels. UNDP’s Food and Agriculture Commodities 
Strategy aims to upscale sustainable production landscapes and jurisdictions, transform food and 
agricultural commodity supply chains to become sustainable, and empower all members of vulnerable 
households and smallholder producers to become more resilient, attain food security and pursue 
sustainable livelihoods. 

 In an interagency-partnership in Zambia, UNDP supported the Government of Zambia accessing 
US$32m from the Green Climate Fund for a 7-year, US$137 million project (known locally as the 
SCRALA project). The project is designed to indirectly support 3 million small-scale farmers in 
Zambia in building climate resilient lives.  

 In Guatemala, UNDP provided support to bridge the gap between ecosystem-based approaches 
and climate-smart agriculture and food security. Funded by the Adaptation Fund, the project 
trained farmers in new techniques and land-management practices to better withstand the 
negative impacts of climate change.  

 In the White Nile State of Sudan, the UNDP Community Security and Stabilization Programme 
supported economic ventures engaging refugee and host communities in agriculture. UNDP put 
in place Community Management Committees that agreed to invest some of the profits 
generated out of the economic ventures to maintain the basic services.  

 UNDP has improved the productive capacity of 10,384 vulnerable farmers (51% female) affected 
by locust and drought in the Red Sea and Debub regions of Eritrea through soil and water 
conservation activities, agricultural training and inputs. In Eritrea between 2017 and 2021, a 
total of 16,461 people (55% women) have benefited from cash for work involving development 
of community infrastructure, such as dams to prevent soil erosion and promote water 
harvesting.  

 

 

Reducing inequalities 



Early in 2020, the GPN established a Task Team on Inequality to help define priority areas to inform 
UNDP’s global policy advocacy and programmatic work at country level, allowing different parts of the 
organization to coalesce around a unified vision and concrete actionable areas 

The current health, social, humanitarian and economic crises caused by COVID-19 is having devastating 
impacts on poor countries and the most vulnerable people, reinforcing pre-existing inequalities and 
vulnerabilities, both within and between countries. The Task Team is, therefore, fully integrating the 
need to support countries in recovering better by: (1) Linking the COVID-19 response to a fair and 
equitable recovery (with all LDCs and L-MICs on track for basic capabilities for all); and (2) Rebooting 
structural transformation for sustainable development (capitalizing on the digital transformation and 
what will be required for a green recovery).  

Following are actions undertaken in 2020, in chronological order: 

1. Building up the capacity of COs and countries with multidimensional poverty measurement: 
UNDP administered a Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) on “Designing a Multidimensional 
Poverty Index” from 16 March to 17 April. Co-developed by UNDP and OPHI, this free five-week 
course covered the fundamentals of designing a multidimensional poverty index (MPI) to inform 
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The course attracted 
2,761 participants from all regions across 164 countries. [Course Page] [Administrator’s message 
inviting to register to the MOOC] [Course trailer]               

2. Advancing the policy debate on Universal/Temporary Basic Income: A technical paper on 
‘Temporary Basic Income: Protecting Poor and Vulnerable People in Developing Countries’ was 
launched on 23 July, 2020, gathering large international media attention, with over 900 media 
mentions and a potential audience of 2 billion unique readers and viewers within the first 24 
hours from its release.  

3. UNDP is an active participant at the HLCP Interagency Task Team on Inequality, established in 
2019 to strengthen the UN system’s leadership, coordination and impact on reducing 
inequalities and supporting SDG 10. As outlined in the ITT’s policy brief of 2020, ‘COVID-19, 
Inequalities and Building Back Better’, the adverse effects of COVID-19 on inequalities will 
require that policies are aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals and the international 
human rights standards, ensuring that countries have the fiscal space necessary, aided through 
international solidarity and multilateral cooperation.  

4. Putting a spotlight on gender inequality, UNDP and UN Women’s COVID-19 Global Gender 
Tracker has been developed. It shows that some countries are including gender as part of their 
pandemic response efforts, including to tackle gender-based violence (GBV), yet largely public 
policy response packages have been gender-insensitive (only 10% of Covid-19 spending is 
gender sensitive). 

 

 

 

Addressing climate change and the intensification of natural hazards 



 Via the “UNDP Climate Change Adaption”, UNDP builds on the experiences and lessons from a 
portfolio of initiatives in over 137 countries and advances a ‘whole-of-society' approach to 
accelerate adaptation.  

 The Climate Promise illustrates UNDP’s goal of transformative change that cuts across sectors. 
The UNDP Climate Promise is the world's largest offer of support to countries on Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDC) enhancement, currently assisting 118 countries in 
collaboration with 35 partners. The Climate Promise leverages the NDC Partnership’s 
coordination to strengthen the implementation of climate action. One example is with the NDC 
Partnership’s Climate Action Enhancement Package (CAEP), where the Climate Promise provides 
complimentary support on enhancement in almost all of its 65 countries, strengthening 
integrated support.  

 In order to strengthen coherence in UN resilience-building efforts at country and local levels, 
UNDP led the interagency process to develop the UN Common Guidance on Helping Build 
Resilient Societies covering all types of hazards and risks and promoting greater horizontal 
collaboration and joined-up efforts across the UN System in support of Governments resilience 
building efforts. The UN Resilience Guidance is referenced in the UNSDCF Guidance as 
supporting the implementation of the resilience programming principle.  
 

 A Strategy Tool on Integrating DRR and CCA into Development Planning and Budgeting was 
finalized, including recent case studies and lessons learned from UNDP programmes. The tool 
helps establish connections between the Paris Agreement, the Sendai Framework for Disaster 
Risk Reduction, and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) supporting their joined-up 
implementation and localization. It provides practical guidance grounded in experience, to help 
national and subnational governments “risk-inform” the 2030 Agenda. 
 

 UNDP contributed to the interagency initiative led by UNDRR and UNFCCC to foster greater 
complementarity between DRR National Strategies and the National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) as 
well as Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). The supporting Words into Action 
Guidance Notes to facilitate the integration process were supported with technical inputs and 
country experiences. 
 

Fighting poverty in fragile and humanitarian contexts 

In 2020, the Crisis Bureau strengthened its work on preventing, responding to and recovering from crises, 
including supporting people whose lives and livelihoods were devasted by the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
analyzing the SERPs, UNDP determined that the COVID-19 pandemic is hitting fragile contexts hard across 
the economic, environmental, human, social, political, and security dimensions. Tens of millions of people 
living in fragile contexts are expected to fall into extreme poverty. UNDP advocated for effective linkages 
between the socio-economic and humanitarian responses to the COVID 19 pandemic. 

   

 UNDP’s systemic approach on livelihoods supported the inclusion and engagement of women and 
men in employment, entrepreneurial, and crisis-relief programmes. In 2020 alone, 3 million 



people, 43 per cent of whom are women across 27 crisis-affected countries improved their 
livelihoods through UNDP programmes. In Yemen, infrastructure expansion projects led to the 
direct and indirect engagement of 1.26 million people in 22 governorates. Skills development 
programmes in Turkey supported 1,095 small and medium enterprises and helped 22,406 Syrian 
refugees with language skills improvement for employability.  

 UNDP continued to support access to basic services, including strengthening of health systems for 
COVID-19 readiness. In Iraq, more than 1.2 million people benefitted from 313 rehabilitation 
projects, including rehabilitation of 9 isolation facilities to increase health system readiness to 
COVID-19.  

 Over 1.4 million displaced people in 13 countries benefited from durable solutions in 2020, 
enabling refugees, internally displaced persons (IDPs), as well as host communities, to maintain 
safety, livelihoods and dignity.  

 UNDP supports the implementation of the two Global Compacts for Migration and on Refugees, 
offering integrated responses. In Bangladesh, UNDP provided continuous support to 900,000 
Rohingya refugees and over 300,000 people in host communities in Cox’s Bazar. In Sudan, UNDP 
delivered services at the community level that promote durable solutions benefiting more than 
500,000 vulnerable persons, 42% of whom are women. In Iraq, UNDP's stabilization support 
enabled the return of 1.3 million IDPs, bringing the total to 4.6 million IDPs returned.   

 UNDP worked closely with IOM to provide seed funding to Bangladesh, Belarus, El Salvador, 
Guinea, Indonesia, Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho, Moldova and Peru to address the socio-economic impact 
of COVID-19 on migrants and communities.  

 In 2020, UNDP continued to support the UN development system’s Joint Steering Committee to 
Advance Humanitarian and Development Collaboration (JSC), the Inter-Agency Standing 
Committee’s Results Group 4 on the Humanitarian-Development Collaboration, the UN 
Sustainable Development Group, and the OECD DAC’s International Network on Conflict and 
Fragility. As co-chair of JSC, UNDP co-led the development of relevant guidance within the IASC 
and UNSDG, providing direct country support and assistance in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, 
Niger, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Somalia and Sudan.  

 In 2020, UNDP developed the UNSDG Guidance on Conflict Sensitivity, Peacebuilding and 
Sustaining Peace together with DPPA/PBSO and in full consultation with UNSDG members. It is 
the first UN system-wide guidance of its kind and explains how the UN system can reduce the risks 
of violent conflicts and increase the likelihood of sustaining peace. 

 UNDP continued to support joint assessments conducted under the tripartite EU-UN-WB 
partnership, which included a Prevention and Peacebuilding Assessment in Burkina Faso, Post-
Disaster Needs Assessments in El Salvador, Vanuatu and Sudan, and Covid-19 Recovery Needs 
Assessments in South Africa, Azerbaijan, Ecuador, and Haiti. 

 


