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Input into the UN Secretary General’s Report on the Implementation of the 
Third United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2018-2027) 

(May 2021) 

 

During the reporting period, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

carried out several research and technical cooperation activities that contributed to the 

implementation of the Third United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2018-2027). As a 

trade and development organisation, most of our activities were focused on how trade and 

development could be used to foster prosperity in developing countries, particularly the structurally 

weak and vulnerable economies. Given the prevailing economic environment created by the COVID-

19 pandemic, the activities were also geared towards assisting poor developing countries to cushion 

the impact of the crisis on their economies. The relevant activities carried out are described below: 

UNCTAD published the Technology and Innovation Report 2021 entitled “Catching technological 

waves: Innovation with equity.” The report examines the impact and implications of frontier 

technologies for inequalities within countries and between nations. It also argues that the COVID-19 

crisis is widening the digital divides between the technology haves and have-nots, thereby 

exacerbating inequalities, which is an important component of changes in poverty rates. The report 

calls for science, technology and innovation policies to be aligned with industrial policies for better 

development outcomes at the national level. It also underscores the importance of concerted efforts 

at the international level to foster technological development in developing countries and reduce the 

digital divide.  

 The Least Developed Countries Report 2020 entitled “Productive Capacities for the New Decade” 

examined, among others, the socio-economic impact of the COVID-19 crisis on least developed 

countries (LDCs) pointing out that the crisis will lead LDCs into their worst economic performance in 

30 years. In particular, the report suggests that 32 million additional people in LDCs fell into poverty 

as a result of the pandemic. It also underscored the need for governments to use the opportunity 

created by the crisis to strengthen efforts to develop productive capacities and build resilience to 

shocks to ensure sustained graduation from LDC status. 
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UNCTAD’s Economic Development in Africa Report 2020 on “Tackling Illicit Financial Flows for 

Sustainable Development in Africa” provided an assessment of illicit financial flows from Africa and 

their implications for achieving the SDGs. The report showed that illicit financial flows constrain 

development on the continent and that Africa could gain $89 billion annually by curbing these flows. 

To curb illicit financial flows the report underscores the need to collect better trade data to detect 

risks related to IFFs and to improve regional cooperation on IFFs and tax. The report also calls for 

international tax cooperation and for anti-corruption measures. 

UNCTAD published the Trade and Development Report 2020 on “From global pandemic to prosperity 

for all: avoiding another lost decade. The report underscored the need to tackle a series of pre-

existing conditions that were threatening the health of the global economy even before the COVID-19 

pandemic hit. These include hyper-inequality, unsustainable levels of debt, weak investment, wage 

stagnation in the developed world and insufficient formal sector jobs in the developing world. The 

report also suggests that the world needs a global recovery plan that can return even the most 

vulnerable countries to a stronger position than they were in before the onset of the crisis. 

UNCTAD published a report on Financial Inclusion for Development: Better access to financial 

services for women, the poor, and migrant workers. It provides ideas on how to foster better access 

to financial services for women, the poor and migrant workers. The report indicates that access to 

finance is a concern in many developing countries and that the current crisis has made an already bad 

situation worse. It advocates the need to promote universal access to financial services, strike a 

balance between financial inclusion and risk management, generate demand for better financial 

services, and exploit the potential of trade agreements and regulatory cooperation for financial 

inclusion.  

A report on “The Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on Trade and Development: Transitioning to a 

New Normal” was published by UNCTAD in 2020. The report provided an assessment of the severe 

negative economic consequences of the pandemic on trade and development, pointing out that it hit 

the most vulnerable groups the hardest. It also discussed measures to finance the response and 

recovery from the crisis, make international production networks more resilient, and use trade as a 

catalyst for a fairer and greener recovery. 

 

In addition to the research outputs highlighted above, UNCTAD also provided direct technical support 

to several countries aimed at strengthening linkages between trade and poverty reduction and 

building resilience to shocks through enhancing productive capacities. In particular, UNCTAD launched 
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a 12th Tranche United Nations Development Account project on “Coherent strategies for productive 

capacity development in African least developed countries” with Burkina Faso, Rwanda and Tanzania 

as beneficiaries. As part of this project, and at the request of the Rwandan government, a Policy 

Implementation Adviser was hired by UNCTAD to provide technical assistance to the Ministry of Trade 

and Industry (MINICOM) during the revision of the National Trade and Industrial Development 

Strategies in 2020. An outcome of this assignment was the preparation of a strategic paper on how to 

enhance coherence of economic policies to strengthen Rwanda’s productive capacities, with a view 

to achieving sustained growth and poverty reduction. The Adviser presented the findings of this 

document to the MINICOM Senior Management Team chaired by the Honourable Minister and to a 

workshop for all MINICOM’s Director-Generals and consultants working on the revised trade and 

industrial policies and related strategic documents. 

Under the UN Development Account project on “Coherent strategies for productive capacity 

development in African least developed countries” UNCTAD also organised the following capacity 

building activities aimed at building productive capacities for poverty reduction in the beneficiary 

countries: (1) Hybrid National Workshop on Coherent Strategies for Developing Productive 

Capacities in Tanzania, held 29-30 April 2021; and (2) Virtual Seminar on Productive Capacity 

Development in the Republic of Burkina Faso, held 17 February 2021. The workshops were very much 

appreciated by participants and the outcomes provide an input into the ongoing review of trade and 

industrial policies in the beneficiary countries, thereby contributing to better policymaking for poverty 

reduction and achievement of other national development goals. 

 


