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Gonzalo Baroni Boces is National Director of Education in the Ministry of Education 
and Culture of Uruguay. He is responsible for the coordination of the national 
education and leading innovative programs, including lifelong learning and a 
comprehensive reform of the national teacher training program. He is an advocate 
for educational inequities with extensive experience in public policy and education, 
and teaching in vulnerable communities in Uruguay. He is also an Assistant professor 
at ORT University in Uruguay. 

 

Dr. Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli works on Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive 
Health in the World Health Organization’s Department of Reproductive Health and 
Research. His work includes building the epidemiologic and evidence base and 
supporting countries to translate this evidence into action through well-conceived 
and well-managed policies and programs. He has contributed to strengthening 
policies and programmes, in different social, cultural and economic contexts, and 
authored several publications in peer-reviewed journal articles and World Health 
Organization’s publications. 

 

Joanna Herat is Senior Programme Specialist at UNESCO HQ, within the Section for 
Health and Education. Working at UNESCO since 2010, she provides policy and 
technical leadership to improve health and wellbeing for young people through 
education with a particular focus on comprehensive sexuality education, school-
related gender-based violence and the role of education in improving adolescent 
sexual and reproductive health. Joanna has worked in countries across Asia and 
Africa, with community-based HIV interventions in the NGO sector, and an early 
career specialisation in theatre-in-education programmes.    

 

Alex Howells is an Education Specialist at the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong 
Learning (UIL) and a member of the Policy Support and Capacity Development 
in Lifelong Learning team. He helps organize online courses and workshops 
aimed at national policymakers, with the aim of developing education systems 
from a lifelong learning perspective, as well as supporting stakeholders at the 
city level through the UNESCO Global Network of Learning Cities. He also 
contributes to the development of UIL’s publications on lifelong learning. Before 
joining UIL, Alex taught in the formal education system in the United Kingdom.  
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Julius N. Nghifikwa is Deputy-Director in the Directorate of Programmes and Quality 
Assurance in the Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture. He is responsible for 
coordinating the design and implementation of integrated school health 
programmes, teacher capacity enhancement to deliver Life Skills-based HIV and 
Health Education curriculum, including Provision of Psychosocial Support services, 
Comprehensive Sexuality Education and Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights for 
the adolescents and young people. He is responsible for promoting and 
strengthening partnerships, and coordination of programmes to address issues 
affecting the learners. 

 

Cheryl Sawyer is Senior Population Affairs Officer in the Population Division of the 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. She leads the Division’s 
programme planning and management and is a core member of the team 
responsible for substantive support to the Commission on Population and 
Development. She has contributed to numerous reports of the Secretary-General 
and technical publications on population issues. Prior to joining the United Nations, 
she worked in the International Programs Center of the United States Census 
Bureau.   

 

Sandile Simelane is a Technical Specialist in the Population and Development 
Branch at UNFPA. Prior to joining the United Nations, he worked for Statistics South 
Africa for several years. He has also worked for the Development Bank of Southern 
Africa (DBSA) where he was Development Information Analyst and the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) where he was Senior Lecturer in the Graduate Program in 
Population Studies at the School of Development Studies. 

 

John Wilmoth is Director of the Population Division of the United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs. He is Professor Emeritus at the 
University of California, Berkeley’s Department of Demography. He is the author 
or co-author of more than 50 scientific papers on various aspects of population 
dynamics. From 2009 to 2012, he was engaged as a consultant by the World 
Health Organization and the World Bank to lead the development of new 
maternal mortality estimates for the global monitoring of the Millennium 
Development Goals. 
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