
Item 5 (e): Regional dialogues: Indigenous peoples and pandemic recovery  

 

To engage in deeper dialogue on relevant issues and challenges to Indigenous 

Peoples in the various regions, including in the context of the COVID -19 

pandemic recovery, the Permanent Forum held seven dialogues.  

 

Africa 

The Forum continues to be concerned by the lack of participation of African 

Indigenous Peoples. The Forum recommends the General Assembly to 

encourage relevant UN entities to make the necessary financial and 

administrative arrangements that allow for the participation of Indigenous 

Peoples at relevant UN meetings including online. 

 

The Covid-19 pandemic had a devastating impact on the livelihoods of 

Indigenous  peoples, including nomadic peoples. Furthermore, the pandemic has 

exacerbated the plight of young women regarding forced early marriage, female 

genital mutilation, and a lack of access to healthcare. The Forum calls on 

Member States to implement effective measures to address these challenges in 

their pandemic recovery efforts.  

 

The Forum welcomes the decision by the African Commission on Human and 

Peoples' Rights to promote and protect the rights of non-dominant minorities in 

Africa, who are distinct from indigenous populations/communities. While 

recognizing the importance of the rights of persons belonging to minorities, the 

Forum is concerned that the expanded mandate could compromise the current 

Commission standards for promoting the rights of Indigenous Peoples. The 

Forum therefore   urges the Commission to establish a separate Working Group 

on minority rights. The Forum calls on the ACHPR to work closely with 

Indigenous Peoples representatives from Africa, the Forum and UN entities to 

highlight and advance Indigenous Peoples recognition, rights and participations 

at the regional and national level.  

 

Arctic 

The COVID pandemic has exposed existing inequalities and challenges that 

Indigenous Peoples across the Arctic region face. This includes an infrastructure 

deficit that contributes overall to higher prevalence of infectious diseases, 

poverty rates, and other factors that affect the well-being of indigenous peoples. 

The pandemic and related border closures affected negatively Indigenous 

Peoples and their livelihoods. The Permanent Forum welcomes recent proposals 

made by the Sami Parliaments of Finland, Norway and Sweden to address cross 

border collaboration and urges involved States to work constructively with the 

affected indigenous peoples in these matters.  

The Permanent Forum also welcomes the Inuit Nunangat Policy of Canada that 

recognizes Inuit Nunangat as a distinct geographic, cultural, and political 

region, encompassing the Inuvialuit Settlement Region, Nunavut, Nunavik, and 

Nunatsiavut. The Forum invites other Member States to develop similar 



arrangements that recognize indigenous peoples’ ancestral territories, in close 

cooperation with indigenous peoples.  

 

Asia 

Recognition of Asia’s Indigenous Peoples by governments is key to achieving 

effective implementation of the UNDRIP.. Without such recognition, 

Indigenous Peoples are subjected to marginalization, assimilation, and violent 

attacks.  

Covid-19 recovery efforts have exacerbated human rights violations against 

Indigenous Peoples across Asia. Governments have used economic recovery 

plans as a justification to seize Indigenous lands for the purposes of resource 

extraction, and Indigenous environmental defenders are often threatened and 

arrested. The Forum calls on Member States to guarantee the principles of FPIC 

throughout its pandemic recovery efforts, to ensure that the socio-economic 

development of Indigenous territories is implemented in full cooperation with 

Indigenous Peoples. 

 

Central and South America and the Caribbean  

The topics highlighted at the Central and South America and the Caribbean 

dialogue included collective intellectual property rights, indigenous migrants, 

traditional medicine, land rights, territorial exploitation and displacement, 

Indigenous human rights defenders, criminalization and persecution, among 

others. 

The Forum urges Member States to implement the UNDRIP, the Indigenous and 

Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (ILO No. 169) and the Escazu Agreement.  

The Forum recommends that UN entities establish programmes and working 

groups to facilitate the recruitment of Indigenous professionals. UN entities are 

invited to report on the advancement of such recruitment endeavors at  future 

sessions of the Forum.  

 

 
North America  

Important issues raised during the North America dialogue included the 

intergenerational trauma and continued mental health impact of boarding 

schools, access to mental health and health in the post -Covid 19 pandemic, 

participation of Indigenous Peoples and violence against Indigenous women, 

including missing and murdered women and girls .  

Participants highlighted that the establishment of transitional justice 

mechanisms, such as truth and reconciliation commissions, can play an 

important role in unfolding the truth and achieving a certain level of 

reconciliation, including the tragic legacy of boarding and residential schools. 

The Permanent Forum calls on the government of Canada to fully implement 

the recommendations emanated from its Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  

The Permanent Forum calls on Canada and the United States of America to 

develop national action plans to realize the aims of the UNDRIP and appoint an 



Ambassador or Special Envoy on Global Indigenous Affairs to promote the 

rights of Indigenous Peoples globally, including on participation.  

 

Eastern Europe, the Russian Federation, Central Asia and Transcaucasia 

The Forum heard accounts from indigenous peoples  on how the use of 

traditional knowledge, medicine, food and the continuation of their traditional 

livelihoods helped in overcoming the COVID 19 pandemic. Residence in remote 

areas, and the restrictions on mobility posed by the authorities had protected 

indigenous communities from the virus. However, these also meant limited 

access to public services, including emergency healthcare.    In some instances, 

Indigenous Peoples’ participation in decision-making has not returned to pre-

pandemic level. 

 

The Forum calls for the respect of the rights of Indigenous Peoples at all times.  

 

 

Pacific 

The Pacific regional dialogue included issues of state violence to Indigenous 

peoples, criminalization, damage and destruction of Indigenous lands and risks 

posed by mining and development, and constitutional recognition of Indigenous 

peoples in the Pacific region. The Hawaiian people’s resistance to US 

acquisition was highlighted, the West Papuan peoples  assertion of their rights 

to decolonization and independence.  

Indigenous peoples are using other UN mechanisms, such as the complaint to 

the UN Committee on Elimination of Race Discrimination by Aboriginal people 

concerning heritage protection.  

The Forum is concerned about contemporary child removal processes in New 

Zealand. High removal rates of both Maori and Aboriginal children pose serious 

risk to children’s safety, wellbeing and cultural identity. 

The Forum shares a concern related to the damage to Mauna Kea in Hawaii and 

risks to clean and safe drinking water.  

 


