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ITU contribution to the 
International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples 2021 

 

 "Leaving no one behind: 
Indigenous People and the call for a new social contract” 

 

 As recognized by Agenda 2030, the spread of information and communications technologies 
(ICTs) and global interconnectedness has great potential to accelerate human progress, to 
bridge the digital divide and to develop inclusive digital societies.   
 

 During the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in 2003, indigenous peoples 
called for their full and effective participation in the Information Age on their own terms.  
Much progress has been made since then, but there is still a lot to be done to fully 
implement this call.  
 

 As the United Nations specialized agency for information and communication technologies 
(ICTs), the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is committed to connecting all the 
world's people – wherever they live and whatever their means. Through our work, we 
protect and support everyone's right to communicate.  Our digital inclusion activities are 
especially focused on social and economic development for people with specific needs, 
including indigenous peoples.   
 

 The first ITU Resolution to ensure “Assistance to indigenous peoples and communities 
through information and communication technology” pre-dated WSIS and was adopted at 
the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC) held in Istanbul in 2002.  
Since then, the resolution has been adopted at all subsequent WTDCs, including, most 
recently, as WTDC RESOLUTION 46 (Rev. Buenos Aires, 2017). Moreover, at the ITU 
Plenipotentiary Conference in 2010, ITU Member States adopted PP 
RESOLUTION  184  (Guadalajara, 2010)  aimed at “Facilitating digital inclusion initiatives for 
indigenous peoples” to respond to the special needs of indigenous peoples regarding 
equitable access to, use of and knowledge of ICTs in line with the requirements of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 

 In furtherance of these commitments, since 2005, through our work on Digital Inclusion ITU 
has developed and delivered in collaboration with indigenous associations (such as FILAC 
Fondo Indigena for Latin America and Caribbean) a tailored “Knowledge Development 
Training Programme” consisting of online and blended training courses. 
 

 ITU’s dedicated programme for indigenous peoples aims not only to respond to the goal of 
their digital inclusion, but also to respond through technologies to their needs and values, 
such as preservation of their cultural legacy and to contribute to the self-sustainability and 
socio-economic development of their communities.  

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC17/Documents/WTDC17_final_report_en.pdf#page=433
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Digital-Inclusion/Doc/PP-10%20RESOLUTION%20%20184-Indigenous.docx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Digital-Inclusion/Doc/PP-10%20RESOLUTION%20%20184-Indigenous.docx


2 | P a g e  
 

 

 To date, approximately 6,000 participants from 18 countries in the Americas Region have 
benefited from this effort aimed at training indigenous leaders in ICTs, to enable them to 
design successful projects for the benefit of their communities. 
 

 The COVID-19 pandemic has underscored the urgency of accelerating progress towards 
digital inclusion and ensuring that no one is left behind in this digital era.  It has highlighted 
the importance of ICTs including to enable access to vital information, access to health and 
other services, education, work and to keep in contact with each other safely.  However, the 
pandemic has also brought to the fore the startling digital inequalities especially for 
vulnerable groups, including indigenous peoples and their communities.  

  

 Thus, in 2020, the trainings were updated to also address digital communication during crisis 
and emergency situations, such as the Covid-19 pandemic. Since then, more than 200 
indigenous persons have participated in our interactive online trainings.  
 

 ITU has been evolving our learning programme further by developing evaluation processes 
to understand how best to adapt our trainings and provide the necessary knowledge to 
indigenous peoples to contribute to their digital inclusion and full access to information and 
telecommunications services.  
 

 ITU values indigenous peoples’ contribution to the information society.  A key example is 
through the World Summit on the Information Society Forum (WSIS Forum), which has 
always offered a platform to share knowledge, best practices, lessons learned and solutions 
to accelerate closing of the digital divide that impacts indigenous peoples and communities. 
At the WSIS Forum 2021, ITU also co-organized a side event for the 2021 United Nations 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues on the topic of Indigenous Peoples and Connectivity: 
Bridging the Digital Divide.  It highlighted initiatives by and for indigenous peoples to 
increase their access and use of ICTs. 
 

 In celebration of the 2021 International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, ITU would 
like to reiterate our commitment to support through our activities equal and equitable 
access to, use and knowledge of ICTs and call on our Member States and other stakeholders 
to join with us in efforts towards meeting the call by indigenous peoples and communities 
for their full and effective participation in the Information Age on their own terms.  


