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Chairperson,  

I have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the South African delegation. It is 

important to lend our voice to today’s discussion on the Follow up to the Outcome Docu-

ment of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples and the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-

able Development.  

Firstly, the South African Government continues to undertake measures to give practical 

effect to the rights enshrined in our Constitution as well as the United Nations Declaration 

on the rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and communities. In this regard, South 

Africa further takes note of the report which provides an update on the implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development from the perspective of indigenous peo-

ples, including in the light of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. 

Secondly, the national COVID-19 relief response was implemented through the already 

existing District Development Model (DDM) which enabled the traditional leaders to par-

ticipate in municipal councils as per legislative requirements.  

Thirdly, to ensure participatory and people-centred sustainable development South Af-

rica is committed to social welfare programmes which are focused on the social and eco-

nomic development of individuals, families and communities. It is our aim in so doing to 

leave no one behind and reach the furthest behind first.  

To conclude, South Africa believes that we must pursue policies both nationally and 

internationally that are inclusive and foster district-wide Rural Development Plans which 

identify a number of functional areas across the districts with specific focus areas. This 

incorporates indigenous peoples’ traditional knowledge systems and traditional food 

sources which can contribute directly to the protection of biodiversity and aid in poverty 

eradication. Furthermore, the Government recognises the important role and contribution 

of traditional leadership structures, in this regard, the South African National House of 

Traditional Leaders plays a critical part in our constitutional democracy and in advising 

National Government. 

I thank you. 

 


