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Situation in indigenous populations 



COVID-19 in indigenous populations in the Americas region 

Table Notes 

n / a: data not available 

** No update since PAHO / WHO publication of August 26, 2020. 
Sources  ꓽData provided by the National Liaison Centers for International Health Regulations or published by the Ministries of Health, Institutes of Health, indigenous organizations or similar and reproduced by PAHO / WHO. 

COVID-19 confirmed cases and deaths in indigenous populations as of December 1, 2020 

Greater increase in cases in: 
 
• Canada (60%) and 
• United States (31%) 
 
compared to November 2020 



https://covid-19-in-amazonia-who.hub.arcgis.com/ 

AMAZON BASIN – Indigenous populations and COVID-19 



Mexico – Indigenous populations 
and COVID-19 

• 56.5% correspond to men. 
 
• Cases and deaths have occurred in all ages. 

 
•Most of the cases (56%) are concentrated between 45 and 54 years, while the 

number of deaths increases with age, corresponding to 64.8% of these from 60 
years onwards, being the male sex the one that concentrates the largest 
proportion (66%) 

• 249 more cases than in 
November 
 
• 27 more deaths than in 

November 



Colombia – Indigenous populations 
and COVID-19 

https://redamazonica.org/covid-19-panamazonia/pueblos-indigenas/ 
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https://indigenascovid19.red/informes


Colombia 
@DEC 1, 2020 



Venezuela – Indigenous 
populations and COVID-19 

https://redamazonica.org/covid-19-panamazonia/pueblos-indigenas/ 



Venezuela 
@DEC 1, 2020 



Bolivia – Indigenous populations and COVID-19 

https://redamazonica.org/covid-19-panamazonia/pueblos-indigenas/ 

https://rpp.pe/mundo/latinoamerica/pueblos-indigenas-de-bolivia-registran-aumento-de-casos-de-la-covid-19-noticia-
1282633 



Bolivia 
@DEC 1, 2020 



Brazil – Indigenous populations 
and COVID-19 

https://redamazonica.org/covid-19-panamazonia/pueblos-indigenas/ 



Brazil 
@DEC 1, 2020 



Peru – Indigenous populations 
and COVID-19 
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Peru 
@DEC 1, 2020 



Ecuador – Indigenous 
populations and COVID-19 

https://redamazonica.org/covid-19-panamazonia/pueblos-indigenas/ 



Ecuador 
@DEC 1, 2020 



Suriname– Indigenous populations and COVID-19 

https://redamazonica.org/covid-19-
panamazonia/pueblos-indigenas/ 

@DEC 1, 2020 



Guyana– Indigenous populations and COVID-19 

https://redamazonica.org/covid-19-
panamazonia/pueblos-indigenas/ 

@DEC 1, 2020 



French Guiana – Indigenous populations and 
COVID-19 

https://redamazonica.org/covid-19-
panamazonia/pueblos-indigenas/ 

@DEC 1, 2020 



Cluster Region EW(Time Frame) Observed Expected Relative Risk P-value 

18 Region1 (Guyana) 38-43 420 93 4.54 <0.001 

9 Huila (Colombia) 36-41 13237 3369 3.97 <0.001 

16 Apurimac (Peru) 33-38 1783 182 9.8 <0.001 

21 Puno (Peru) 33-33 62 23 2.71 <0.001 

13 Madre De Dios (Peru) 32-37 3883 557 7 <0.001 

17 Junin, Pasco (Peru) 31-35 1854 884 2.1 <0.001 

5 Cayenne (French Guiana) 31-31 7750 175 44.71 <0.001 

19 Cochabamba (Bolivia) 31-31 1725 1176 1.47 <0.001 

7 San Martin (Peru) 30-35 22202 7021 3.21 <0.001 

10 Rolim de Moura (Rondônia) 30-35 14978 4637.69 3.26 <0.001 

14 Putumayo (Colombia) 29-34 10558 4080 2.6 <0.001 

1 Boa Vista (Roraima) 26-31 23747 1715 14.15 <0.001 

8 Santarem (Para) 24-29 16182 4378 3.74 <0.001 

4 Araguaina (Tocantins) 23-28 26582 4075 6.67 <0.001 

2 Macapa (Amapa), Cayenne (French Guiana) 22-27 40576 7497 5.59 <0.001 

6 Imperatriz (Maranhao) 22-27 23239 6998 3.37 <0.001 

3 Porto Velho (Rondônia), Rio Branco (Acre) 21-26 39579 7465 5.47 <0.001 

20 Presidente Figueiredo (Amazona) 21-25 249 143 1.74 <0.001 

11 Ucayali (Peru), Mâncio Lima (Acre) 20-25 7324 1229 6 <0.001 

12 Belem (Amapa) 20-24 16878 6250 2.73 <0.001 

15 Manacapuru (Amazonas) 19-24 3343 493 6.8 <0.001 



•Administrative areas that 
intersect the limits of the 
Amazon ecoregion were 
included. 

 

•High incidence rates 
observed along the Amazon 
River 

 

https://covid-19-in-amazonia-who.hub.arcgis.com/ 



• Areas not identified as high risk 
may be due to lack of access to 
medical care or testing 

 

• In French Guiana and Guyana, 
the high rate is observed not 
only in cities but also in border 
areas with Brazil 

 

• Higher relative risk in northern 
Brazil (Roraima / Amapa) 
compared to larger cities near 
the Amazon river (Manaus) 

 

https://covid-19-in-amazonia-who.hub.arcgis.com/ 



• First clusters started in Brazil 
states of Amazonas and 
Roraima (dark circles) 

 

• The last cases have been 
reported in Colombia (yellow 
circle)  

 

 

https://covid-19-in-amazonia-who.hub.arcgis.com/ 



• Of the 775 hospitals identified in the Amazon 
area, 285 have ICU services 
 

• Most of the hospitals located along the rivers 
and in population centers 
 

• Based on Landscan 2018, the population of 
ethnic groups in the Amazon region was 
estimated at 2,361,712 living in 535 
aggregated territories. 
 

• A considerable number of less densely 
populated territories are found beyond a 100 
km buffer area of ICU hospitals, totaling 
568,861 people. 

Distance to hospitals 

https://covid-19-in-amazonia-who.hub.arcgis.com/ 



• Ecuador seems to have facilities closer to ethnic groups. But the 
Zapara ethnic group are the groups furthest from the hospital. 
 

• In Brazil, the Kambeba and Kopana groups live the furthest from the 
UCI facilities. 

•       In Guyana the Arrau 
•       In Peru the Culina 
•       In Bolivia the Chiquitano 
•       In Colombia the least favored are the Puinavo Curripaco 
•       In Suriname the ethical group Trip. 

 
• In Venezuela, the Mako ethnic group lives in a territory located> 500 

km from the closest hospital with an ICU available. 

https://covid-19-in-amazonia-who.hub.arcgis.com/ 



EXAMPLES OF COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES 
WITH INDIGENOUS PEOPLES ON COVID-19 

• Source: Plataforma IndígenaRegional frente a COVID-
19. Buenas prácticas de los Pueblos Indígenas ante la 
pandemia. Comunidades resilientes. 3 de sept. 2020 

• https://indigenascovid19.red/informes 
 

https://indigenascovid19.red/informes


Thank you! 


