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COVID-19 and Indigenous Peoples 



The COVID Observatories Project

https://sites.google.com/upch.pe/covid-observatories

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/841e3f2c-9c88-4c26-93c7-2c30e27ce0d1/ReportSectionc5b63f9c5431a96a2418?pbi_source=PowerPoint


Observatories in each region

COVID Observatories have been established in each region, and are 
composed of:

• Community observers

• Policy observers

• Researcher observers
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Case studies



• Shawi
• Region: Loreto

• District: Balsapuerto

• Indigenous population: ≈ 20 000

• Ashaninka
• Region: Junin

• Districts (TBD): Perene, 
Pichanaqui, Satipo

• Indigenous population: ≈ 50 000

Case study: Peruvian Amazon

Shawi

Ashaninka



Case study: Peruvian Amazon

Photos by Matthew King Photos by Elida De La Cruz
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Case Study: Southwestern Uganda

• Batwa

DOI: 10.1016/j.socscimed.2012.04.016

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2012.04.016


Case Study: Southwestern Uganda
 Batwa population: 70,000 - 87,000 living in 

Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda & DR Congo. [6,700 
Batwa live within Uganda]

 Hunter and fruit gatherers in full reliance on the 
forest for their physical, economic, spiritual, and 
social sustenance.

 Lost access to forest homelands and resource 
base without giving them alternative homes or 
sources of livelihoods.

 Displaced into 10 settlements along the edges of 
the forest with no adequate shelter, food sources 
or effective access to education and health care.

• Batwa affected by strict COVID-19 measures 
including social isolation, staying home, and 
avoiding trading centres. F

• Food aid from government was distributed during 
the lockdowns but did not reach in time and it was 
not sufficient.

• No access to forests for medicinal plants and 
special traditional foods which are vital in COVID-
19 prevention.

• Many of the Batwa settlements are located in 
remote areas away from health centres where to 
access basic health care including for COVID-19.



Case Study: Southwestern Uganda

Photos by Matthew King



Case Study: Siberia 

Yakutsk

Sebyan-Kyuyol

Years Number of fires Area burned, ha

1996 798 544 466

1997 194 71 928,2

1998 563 154 167

1999 414 27 172,8

2000 260 12 833,5

2001 596 673 686

2002 818 774 934

2003 587 133 289

2004 200 11 405

2005 263 468 994,3

2006 206 62 539

2007 81 6 073

2008[2] 307 530 492,2

2009 225 260 390,0

2010 131 104 594,9

2011 511 971 650,6

2012 342 188 944,41

2013 390 813 137,4

2014 306 1 269 453,94

2015 224 26 324,49

2016 157 17 665,77

2017 634 1 608 990,44

2018 642 3 422 433,94

2019 1 865 3 999 584,3

2020[3] 2 039 ≈ 5 000 000 [1
]
h

tt
p

s:
//

m
in

p
ri

ro
d

a.
sa

kh
a.

go
v.

ru
/g

o
sd

o
kl

ad
y-

o
-s

o
st

o
ja

n
ii-

o
kr

u
zh

aj
u

sc
h

ej
-s

re
d

y
[2

]
О

тч
ет

о
 д

ея
те

л
ьн

о
ст

и
Д

еп
ар

та
м

ен
та

п
о

л
ес

н
ы

м
о

тн
о

ш
ен

и
ям

М
и

н
и

ст
ер

ст
ва

о
хр

ан
ы

п
р

и
р

о
д

ы
Р

ес
п

уб
л

и
ки

С
ах

а
(Я

ку
ти

я)
 з

а
2

0
0

8
 г

о
д

[3
]
h

tt
p

s:
//

p
ra

v.
sa

kh
a.

go
v.

ru
/n

ew
s/

fr
o

n
t/

vi
ew

/i
d

/3
2

2
3

5
8

5

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/8/#m_-6597208686138996625__ftn2
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/8/#m_-6597208686138996625__ftn3
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/8/#m_-6597208686138996625__ftnref1
https://minpriroda.sakha.gov.ru/gosdoklady-o-sostojanii-okruzhajuschej-sredy
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/8/#m_-6597208686138996625__ftnref2
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/8/#m_-6597208686138996625__ftnref3
https://prav.sakha.gov.ru/news/front/view/id/3223585


Case Study: Siberia

Photos by Taisiya Keimetinova



Thank You! 

Emails: j.ford2@leeds.ac.uk (James), eeiear@leeds.ac.uk (Ingrid), 
claudia.zavaleta.c@upch.pe (Carol),  marios1692@mail.ru (Maria), 
didamanya@yahoo.com (Didas)

Twitter: @ccadapt, @ArotomaRojas, @carolzavaleta

The COVID Observatories project is funded via a collective fund award from UKRI GCRF/Newton 
Fund, and is also supported by the Wellcome Trust 
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