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Indigenous people and the
COVID-19 pandemic: the tip of
an iceberg of social and
economic inequities

The outbreak of the novel COVID-19 that
began in Wuhan, China, killed a Yanomarnmi
tribe)
9 April 2020, presumed to have been con-
tracted from gold miners. Although the
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strong influence of environmental condi-
tons such as place of residence and socio-
economic status on health or illness is
irrefutable, scant artention 15 paid o the
interconnectedness of people and how con-
ditions that affect one group ultumartely
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Climate change and COVID-19:

systems

Indigenous populations are at especially high risk from
COVID-19 because of factors such discrimination, social
exclusion, land dispossession, and a high prevalence of
forms of malnutrition.” Climate change is compounding
many of these causes of health inequities, undermining
coping mechanisms that are traditionally used to manage
extreme events such as pandemics, and disrupting food
systems and local diets.” Addressing underlying structural
inequities and strengthening Indigenous knowledge
systems offer opportunities for building resilience to
compound socicecological shocks, including climate
effects and pandemics.

Climate change is affecting Indigenous food systems,

reinforcing Indigenous food

food-aid programmes. During this self-isolation, reli-
ance on Indigenous food systems is inextricably linked
to Indigenous knowledge about the land, rivers,
and biodiversity, which includes knowledge of local
techniques to preserve and prepare food.’ However,
food from the forest is being affected by biodiversity and
vegetation loss: heatwaves, precipitation variation, and
more frequent and intense extreme weather events are

all related to deforestation and climate change and are L

compounded by a weakening of traditional hunting and
fishing skills as a result of climatic and societal changes.**

Inthe Arctic, Inuit are witnessing some of the most rapid
rates of warming globally.’ The remoteness of the region
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https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/841e3f2c-9c88-4c26-93c7-2c30e27ce0d1/ReportSectionc5b63f9c5431a96a2418?pbi_source=PowerPoint

Observatories in each region

COVID Observatories have been established in each region, and are

composed of:

* Community observers
* Policy observers

* Researcher observers

DRAFT - Example Only

AsBBCel AzHbC

* | 140 S

A Stakeholder Cngagement and Advocary

Indicative Tinveling.

o7 o Ll annd wnderzle

ascat potential
rLand parts

1N eh the parmar zan laok

e
fens

7] (e based m senpe

jders e

Aren. Zvesks

The policy observers

* Policy observers will be composed of decision making partners in each
region who we already have research relationships with, and will
document the official response to COVID at different levels of
government, focusing on how issues around IPs are being addressed.

* Do we know who will our policy observers be
+ Go around each participant ......

* A note on who policy observers can be
+ Different levels government (local to national)
* NGOs

« Community leaders?

« Ideally, some form of decision making role related to COVID (directly or indirectly)
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Case studies
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Case study: Peruvian Amazon

COLOMBIA Sl By f{._s‘“m‘ ° ShaW|
e 5 A * Region: Loreto
ecuaDoR /] e District: Balsapuerto
‘ * Indigenous population: = 20 000

; * Ashaninka
m * Region: Junin
L UL ko e Districts (TBD): Perene,
Pichanaqui, Satipo
* Indigenous population: =50 000

BOLIVIA



Case study: Peruvian Amazon

ASHANINKA

Photos by Matthew King Photos by Elida De La Cruz
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Case Study: Southwestern Uganda

Batwa Southwest

Uganda
Uganda®
Health
Life expectancy at birth (years) 28" nfa 53°
Child mortality (% under 5) 41.0%% 18.1%¢ 13.7%°
Prevalence of malnourishment n/a 19.3%5 15.9%5
(% underweight children under 5)°
Education

Adult literacy rate (% literate <10%" Women: 67.6% Women: 56.3%
aged 15—49 years) Men: 84.1%'  Men: 82.8%
Income
GDP per capita (constant $97  nfa $366"
2000 SUS)

DOI: 10.1016/j.socscimed.2012.04.016



https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2012.04.016

Case Study: Southwestern Uganda

Batwa population: 70,000 - 87,000 living in
Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda & DR Congo. [6,700
Batwa live within Ugandal]

Hunter and fruit gatherers in full reliance on the
forest for their physical, economic, spiritual, and
social sustenance.

Lost access to forest homelands and resource
base without giving them alternative homes or
sources of livelihoods.

Displaced into 10 settlements along the edges of
the forest with no adequate shelter, food sources
or effective access to education and health care.

Batwa affected by strict COVID-19 measures
including social isolation, staying home, and
avoiding trading centres. F

Food aid from government was distributed during
the lockdowns but did not reach in time and it was
not sufficient.

No access to forests for medicinal plants and
special traditional foods which are vital in COVID-
19 prevention.

Many of the Batwa settlements are located in
remote areas away from health centres where to
access basic health care including for COVID-19.



Case Study: Southwestern Uganda

Photos by Matthew King
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Case Study: Siberia

Sebyan-Kyuyol

Years Number of fires Area burned, ha
1996 798 544 466
1997 194 71928,2
1998 563 154 167
1999 414 27172,8
2000 260 12833,5
2001 596 673 686
2002 818 774934
2003 587 133289
2004 200 11 405
2005 263 468 994,3
2006 206 62 539
2007 81 6073
20082 307 530492,2
2009 225 260 390,0
2010 131 104 594,9
2011 511 971 650,6
2012 342 188 944,41
2013 390 813137,4
2014 306 1269453,94
2015 224 26 324,49
2016 157 17 665,77
2017 634 1608 990,44
2018 642 3422433,94
2019 1865 3999584,3
2020E! 2039 = 5000 000

[ https://minpriroda.sakha.gov.ru/gosdoklady-o-sostojanii-okruzhajuschej-sredy

21 OtyeT 0 peaTenbHOCTM [lenapTameHTa MO NECHbIM OTHOLWeHUAM MUHMCTepcTBa oXpaHbl Nprpoabl Pecnybinkm Caxa (kytusa) 3a 2008 rog,

3l https://prav.sakha.gov.ru/news/front/view/id/3223585



https://mail.google.com/mail/u/8/#m_-6597208686138996625__ftn2
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/8/#m_-6597208686138996625__ftn3
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/8/#m_-6597208686138996625__ftnref1
https://minpriroda.sakha.gov.ru/gosdoklady-o-sostojanii-okruzhajuschej-sredy
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/8/#m_-6597208686138996625__ftnref2
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/8/#m_-6597208686138996625__ftnref3
https://prav.sakha.gov.ru/news/front/view/id/3223585

Case Study: Siberia
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Thank You:

Emails: j.ford2@leeds.ac.uk (James), eeiear@leeds.ac.uk (Ingrid),
claudia.zavaleta.c@upch.pe (Carol), marios1692@mail.ru (Maria),

didamanya@vyahoo.com (Didas)
Twitter: @ccadapt, @ArotomaRojas, @carolzavaleta

The COVID Observatories project is funded via a collective fund award from UKRI GCRF/Newton
Fund, and is also supported by the Wellcome Trust
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