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VIDEO MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 73RD SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
H.E. MARIA FERNANDA ESPINOSA 

“Annual commemoration of the International of Indigenous Peoples” 

August 9 – ECOSOC – 10:00 h. 

Excellencies,  

Sisters and brothers of the Indigenous Peoples,  

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

As President of the General Assembly of the United Nations I join you in the commemoration of 
the International of Indigenous Peoples. This year is special because it is also the International 
Year of Indigenous Languages. Indigenous Peoples are the bearers of millenary knowledge 
systems. Their languages are a central part of these systems.  

These languages are not only a means of communication, they are also unique ways to see and 
understand the world; they are symbols of identity and belonging; they are vehicles of values to 
transmit culture and connecting the Indigenous Peoples with nature.  

Out of the almost seven thousand languages of the world, more than four thousand are 
indigenous and they are all vulnerable: many of them are seriously endangered; other are in a 
critical condition, on the brink of extinction and, others, unfortunately, have already been lost 
forever, taking the wisdom of their peoples with them. 

Being aware of the importance of preserving the linguistic diversity that enriches all of 
humanity, the General Assembly has proclaimed the year 2019 as the “International Year of 
Indigenous Languages.”  

In this context, the United Nations, through UNESCO, along with the States and the Indigenous 
Peoples have been working firmly to protect them and promote their use. 

Friends,  

In this special day in which we celebrate the contributions, accomplishments and rights of 
indigenous persons from all over the world, we must reflect upon the great challenges that they 
face: the loss of their lands, territories and resources; racism and discrimination; cultural 
assimilation, poverty and exclusion.  
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The Indigenous Peoples are also amongst the most vulnerable populations regarding the 
consequences of climate change and forced migration.  

These threats to the Indigenous Peoples also endanger their languages and, with it, the 
possibility to transmit their world view and cultural heritage. 

Indigenous languages are a priceless heritage and a vehicle of ancestral knowledge about 
agriculture, biology, astronomy, medicine and meteorology, just to mention a few examples. 
This knowledge is vital to reach the goals of the 2030 Agenda. 

Therefore, we must defend the rights of the Indigenous Peoples and respect their way of life. 
Their survival is closely linked to the survival of their languages.  

This International Year, in particular, must be used to promote the linguistic rights of 
indigenous peoples and to promote the participation of Indigenous Peoples to create the 
policies meant to preserve them and revitalize them. 

And, of course, we must also focus on the development of indigenous peoples, by training 
teachers who can teach the languages, linguistic researchers and strengthening intercultural-
bilingual education. To do so, we need, among other things, creating reading materials that 
compile tales, stories and myths of Indigenous Peoples.  

This is the only way in which we can guarantee transmitting them from one generation to the 
next, which is the key to prevent any indigenous languages from being lost because "Languages 
are alive as long as we speak them." 

I fraternally greet all the indigenous peoples of the world, on this very special day, to 
commemorate their battles, accomplishments and rights.  

Thank you.  


