
 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

Advancing development cooperation to address 
climate, risk and resilience 
DCF Indonesia High-level Symposium 
Bali, 4-6 March 2020  
Draft programme  
 

Context: 
International development cooperation for disaster risk reduction and climate action is a potential game-changer, given 
significant gaps in SDG financing and an increasingly challenging global development landscape.   
 
Commitments in the major global development agreements have specifically called for international development cooperation to 
bolster efforts to reduce disaster risk and promote climate action. Target 13.2 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
commits countries to integrating climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning. The Conference of 
Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change urged developed country Parties to scale up their level of financial 
support to achieve the goal of jointly mobilizing $100 billion annually by 2020 for climate adaptation and mitigation, with the 
2030 Agenda reflecting this commitment. The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction includes targets to increase the 
number of countries with national and local DRR strategies by the end of 2020 (Target E) and to substantially enhance 
international cooperation to developing countries, through adequate and sustainable support to complement their national 
actions for implementing the Sendai Framework by 2030 (Target F).  
 
These commitments underscore both the need and opportunity for rapid change in development cooperation, based on 
integrated approaches to disaster risk reduction and climate action. Moving to such approaches offers huge opportunities to 
optimize development cooperation and ensure risk-informed sustainable development, while reducing multi-dimensional 
vulnerability.  
 
The DCF Indonesia High-level Symposium will advance a development cooperation perspective to addressing climate, risk and 
resilience and identify concrete and actionable policy measures that can strengthen coherence between development cooperation, 
disaster risk and climate policies. The symposium will explore both how global frameworks, such as the Sendai Framework and 
Paris Agreement on Climate Change, are impacting development cooperation on the ground, and the extent to which realities at 
regional, national and subnational levels are informing and influencing global policy discussions. Gender and youth perspectives 
will be mainstreamed throughout. The outcomes will contribute to the theme of 2019-2020 cycle of ECOSOC and the 2020 High-
level Political Forum (HLPF) -- "Accelerated action and transformative pathways: realizing the decade of action and delivery for 
sustainable development”. 
 

 

Day one: Wednesday, 4 March 2020  
DCF Workshop: Supporting national and local policies and strategies for disaster risk reduction: tapping 
the potential of NDCPs and other enablers of effective development cooperation 

2:00 – 6:00 p.m.  
International development cooperation can support a disaster risk-informed approach to formulating and implementing 
national and local policies and strategies for sustainable development and climate action. This workshop for all symposium 
participants will facilitate the exchange of experiences and build practical knowledge on how national development 
cooperation policies (NDCPs) can support: i) the development and implementation of national and local DRR strategies, and ii) 
greater coherence in the implementation of the Sendai Framework, the Addis Agenda, 2030 Agenda and Paris Agreement. 
Participants will leave the workshop with increased knowledge of the approaches, institutional arrangements, and financial 
and non-financial resources needed to fully tap the potential of NDCPs to support national efforts on DRR and climate action.   

 
Focus questions: 
• How can NDCPs and related tools and processes help to:  



 

 

 

i) formulate and implement inclusive DRR strategies at national and local levels, particularly in LDCs and SIDS? 
ii) strengthen cross-sectoral integration and ensure that sustainable development and climate policies and investments 
effectively reduce existing risk and avoid creating new risk? 
iii) leverage private sector investment in DRR and climate change adaptation?  

• How are different development partners currently supporting developing countries in formulating and implementing 
inclusive DRR strategies at national and local levels, in terms of financial and non-financial development cooperation (e.g. 
the transfer and exchange of DRR-related science, technology and innovation and capacity building)? What more can be 
done, or done differently, on this front? 

 

 

Day two: Thursday, 5 March 2020 
Official opening of the DCF Indonesia High-Level Symposium 
9:00- 9:45 a.m.  
 
Aligning development cooperation with climate action 
10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
As global commitments to climate action are being operationalized, approaches and behaviors toward development 
cooperation for climate adaptation and mitigation are changing too. Action and innovation on the ground is happening at an 
accelerated pace. During this session, roundtable discussions will promote knowledge exchange and peer learning on making 
the most of climate-smart development cooperation policies and practice, in the areas of financing, capacity building and 
technology transfer, including through South-South and triangular cooperation. Participants will build a greater awareness and 
understanding of development cooperation innovations that are advancing climate action.  The session will look also at how 
the innovation and dynamism in the climate finance space could help spur bigger changes in development cooperation needed 
to achieve the 2030 and Addis Agendas, the Sendai Framework and Paris Agreement.  
 
Focus questions: 
• What are the prevailing opportunities and challenges that arise as countries take steps to align policies and practice of 

development cooperation with climate action? 
• What are some examples of innovative partnerships and policy changes that have advanced climate action at the national 

and regional levels?  
• How can we ensure that financing for climate adaptation and mitigation efforts is flowing in accordance with national 

development objectives, including existing Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), National Action Plans (NAPs), 
and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) strategies?  

 

Lunch  
12:30- 2:00 p.m.  

 
Strengthening capacity support in data and statistics for disaster risk reduction and climate action 
2:00 – 5:00 p.m.  
Risk-informed development requires building capacities and investing in data, tools and methods for assessing and addressing 
disaster and climate-related risks. Environment and climate statistics, climate forecasting and strengthened disaster risk 
modelling, assessment and mapping are essential to support evidence-based policy, funding, and investment decisions. Timely 
and reliable disaggregated data are also essential for monitoring, review and impact assessment of development cooperation.  
Small group discussions during this segment will enable participants to elaborate on successful approaches to development 
cooperation for data collection and the building of statistical capacities that have led to the enhancement of DRR strategies and 
climate mitigation and adaptation policies. Participants will identify concrete approaches to development cooperation that can 
be most effective in enhancing financial and non-financial support to data and statistical capacity building in line with country 
needs.   
 
Focus questions: 
• How is development cooperation building capacities among national authorities responsible for disaster risk management, 

climate change and national statistical offices? What are the challenges to strengthening disaggregated data collection 
practices for more risk-informed and climate sensitive policies? What more can be done? 

• As new development cooperation initiatives and financing mechanisms emerge, what lessons have been learned from 
previous efforts to support data and statistical capacity building for DRR and climate action?  How can new initiatives and 
financing mechanism be designed using a demand-driven approach that responds to the needs of developing countries?  

• How have innovations in data collection and information management, such as the Vulnerability Analysis Monitoring 



 

 

 

Platform for Impact of Regional Events (VAMPIRE) strategy, contributed to strengthening local, national and regional 

policy and practice for climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction? How can development cooperation be 

scaled-up to support countries’ capacities to use such technologies? 

 
Day three: Friday, 6 March 2020 
Scaling-up impact of disaster risk reduction and climate policies: regional and sub-regional development 
cooperation at work 
9:00 – 11:30a.m.  
As cross-border challenges such as climate change and disaster risk become more complex, development cooperation 
continues to expand at the regional and sub-regional levels to support swift and effective policy change. This session will 
explore new approaches to regional and sub-regional development cooperation and opportunities to scale-up financing for and 
effectiveness of DRR and climate policies. Attention will be given to the role of the Centres of Excellence in sharing of lessons 
learned and promoting South-South and triangular cooperation. Participants will improve their awareness of the impact of 
regional and sub-regional innovations on climate and DRR and understanding of how development cooperation can further 
support those innovations. Participants will also engage with Centres for Excellence to understand their role in scaling-up 
innovations in climate action and DRR. 
 
Focus questions: 
• What high-impact regional initiatives on climate and DRR, including through South-South and triangular cooperation, are 

spurring change and seeing results? What lessons can be learned from these initiatives? 

• How can regional and sub-regional platforms better highlight best practices in engaging women and youth?  

• How can Centres of Excellence enhance regional and sub-regional cooperation and learning on DRR and climate action for 

sustainable development and more effectively share local experiences to promote and update innovative solutions? 

 
Lunch  
11:30 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.  
 
Wrap-up 
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.  
Participants will jointly distil the key messages and concrete policy guidance emerging from the Symposium. The session will 
also provide the opportunity to convey key messages or questions to the 2020 Financing for Development Forum, 
Development Cooperation Forum and High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development. 
 

Official closing of the DCF Indonesia High-level symposium 
3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

 

 


