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One Tool: the national  MPI

Reported in SDG indicator 1.2.2 in the global SDG database

Currently covers 75 countries of which 36 are developing countries

Periodicity varies

Challenge: nationally defined MPIs cannot be compared or aggregated. 

For that reason, this briefing will draw upon the global MPI. 



Another Tool: the global MPI

A complement to 

$1.90/day

OPHI & UNDP 

since 2010

Covers 5.9B



Computing the global MPI 1-2-3

3. Compute MPI (AF methodology) & create the MPI Information Platform

MPI = H x A

➢ H (Incidence) = Headcount ratio or percentage of the population who are poor

➢ A (Intensity) = Average deprivation score among poor

2. Identify Who is Poor

A person who is deprived in 1/3 or 

more of the weighted indicators is 

MPI poor.

Nyawala’s deprivation score: 61.1%

She is MPI poor.

Methodology: Alkire & Foster JPubE 2011

1. Build a Deprivation Profile for each person



The 2021 Global MPI: Coverage & Data

• Covers 109 developing countries: 26 LICs, 80 MICs and 3 HICs.

• Covers 5.9 billion people—about 92 percent of people in developing countries

Disaggregation is available:

• by age group, by rural and urban areas and for 1,291 subnational regions.

• by ethnicity or race (for 40 countries with available information), by caste (for India) and

by gender of the household head (108). Plus new gendered/intrahousehold insights (109). 

Updated Data: The MPI estimates were updated for 21 countries.

• MPI estimates are available for the first time for Cuba and Tonga.

Data: The 2021 global MPI values uses datasets 2009-2019/20.

• 79 countries & 84% of MPI poor people have data 2015 or later; 22 countries 2019 or 2020

• Demographic and Health Surveys are used for 45 countries

• Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (51 countries)

• National Surveys (13 countries)

Trends: are presented for 80 countries 5 billion people. 28 have 3 time periods



Of the 5.9 billion people covered in 109 countries

1.3 billion (21.7%) are MPI poor

• About half (644 million) are children under age 18. One in three children is

multidimensionally poor compared with one in six adults. About 8.2 percent of

multidimensionally poor people (105 million) are age 60 or older.

• Nearly 85 percent live in Sub-Saharan Africa (556 million) and South Asia (532 million).

• More than two-thirds live in middle-income countries, where the incidence ranges

from 0.1% to 66.8% nationally and from 0.0% to 89.5% subnationally.

• Roughly, 84 percent (1.1 billion) live in rural areas.



Gendered and intrahousehold lens:
• Two-thirds of multidimensionally poor people—836 million—live in households in which no

girl or woman has completed at least six years of schooling.

• Ranges from 12.8 percent in Europe and Central Asia to 70.5 percent in the Arab States

.

• One in six multidimensionally poor people (215 million) live in households in which at least one

male has completed at least six years of schooling but no female has.

• One sixth of multidimensionally poor people live in female-headed households.

• In 14 countries, home to 1.8 billion people, female-headed households

are poorer, on average, than male-headed households, according to the MPI.



Disaggregation by ethnicity and caste for half the poor. 

• Among the 109 countries covered by the global MPI, results can be disaggregated

• by ethnic or racial categories in 40 countries

• by caste in India

• covering 291 ethno-racial categories and five caste categories

• These 41 countries belong to five regions:

• East Asia and the Pacific (4 countries),

• Europe and Central Asia (6 countries),

• Latin America and the Caribbean (11 countries),

• South Asia (3 countries) and

• Sub-Saharan Africa (17 countries).

• These 41 countries are home to more than 2.4 billion people

• almost 690 million (28.2%) of whom live in multidimensional poverty.



Ethnic minorities in East Asia and the Pacific 

show higher levels of multidimensional poverty

13.9% of the population but 47.5% of the poor. 



Ethnic groups with different composition 

of multidimensional poverty in Gambia: Wollof vs. Sarahule



Poverty Reduction Trends

➢ Of the 80 countries studied, covering roughly 5 billion people, 70 experienced a 

statistically significant reduction in absolute terms in MPI value during at least one 

period. 

➢ 14 of the 20 countries that reduced their MPI value the fastest were in Sub-Saharan 

Africa, 3 were in South Asia, 2 were in East Asia and the Pacific and 1 was in Latin 

America and the Caribbean. The fastest reduction was in Sierra Leone (2013–2017) 

during the Ebola epidemic, followed by Togo (2013/2014–2017).

➢ 23 countries had statistically significant reductions in every indicator. 

➢ In some, the poorest region reduced MPI fastest: North Central in Liberia (2013–

2019/2020), Province 2 in Nepal (2016–2019), Sylhet in Bangladesh (2014–2019) and 

Tambacounda in Senegal (2017–2019).



Troubling Trends: Children

Across the 80 countries:

• In 24 countries there was no statistically significant reduction in

multidimensional poverty among children (aged 0-17) during at least one period.

• In one country, Central African Republic, there was a significant increase

2000-2010 and 2010-2018/19.

• In 20 countries the MPI value among children did not fall at all or fell more

slowly than the MPI value among adults during at least one period.



Highlights from Asia and Pacific Region: Trends

Across 14 countries and 3.8 billion people, 13 had significant reductions in MPI.

• Timor-Leste and Lao PDR reduced MPI fastest.

• In all countries except Vietnam, MPI for children reduced as fast or faster than adults.

• Among indicators, cooking fuel and electricity often had the fastest reductions

• India had the largest reduction in the number of poor persons – over 270 million in a decade.

• All 14 countries reduced severe poverty incidence faster than MPI incidence in relative terms.

• In 114 out of 174 subnational regions, MPI reduced significantly; Afghanistan in absolute also.

• In 6 countries, the poorest subnational region reduced MPI the fastest: Bangladesh, China ,

Indonesia, Nepal, Philippines, Thailand.

• For 9 of the 14 countries reductions in MPI were mostly pro-poor, in that the poorest subnational

regions tended to reduce MPI fastest.



APR: How MPI went down (reduction in censored headcount ratio)



APR: Broadly pro-poorest trends subnationally



Highlights from LAC

Across 13 countries:

• The poorest countries had the fastest absolute MPI reduction: Honduras (2005/06-2011/12), Nicaragua

(2001-2011/12) and Haiti (2012-2016/17), as well as reduction of incidence.

• Four out of the thirteen countries examined, i.e., Bolivia

(2008-2016), the Dominican Republic (2007-2014),

Honduras (2005/06-2011/12) and Nicaragua (2001-2011/12),

experienced statistically significant reductions in deprivation

within all their global MPI indicators.

• The poorest regions tended to reduce incidence the fastest.



Highlights from SSA – MPI reduction

Across 36 countries, 32 had significant reductions in MPI.

• More than 13 million people moved out of poverty; but there was an increase of 17 million poor people

across 16 countries.

• There were reductions in multidimensional poverty in nearly every rural area (although not significant in

Benin or Cameroon); in 15 countries with reductions in rural and urban areas, rural reduction was faster

• Reductions in rural areas were slower in Burkina Faso, Burundi, Liberia, Mozambique and Tanzania.

• Of the 353 subnational regions with trend data, poverty reduced in 183, with the largest absolute reductions

in regions of Senegal, and Togo. It increased in 12 and had no significant change in the rest.

• Almost 25 million people moved out of severe poverty across 25 countries; 7 million people moved into

severe poverty across 11 countries.

• Severe poverty remains a key challenge for many countries in Sub-Saharan Africa; in 19 of the 36 countries,

more than half of all people who are MPI poor are living in severe poverty.



Poverty Reduction Trends: not straight shots
➢ Of the 80 countries studied, covering roughly 5 billion people, 70 experienced a 

statistically significant reduction in absolute terms in MPI value during at least one period. 

➢ But across 28 countries with 3 time periods we see diversity: 

➢ 18 countries slowed down in the 2nd period, like CAR. Five countries sped up – like Gambia. 

In Nepal, how MPI went down, by indicator, changed. 

Slowed down 

Sped upIndicator reduction 

patterns changed



COVID-19 – post-pandemic

Reduction of Formal Education in Pandemic

MPI Value

Share of Non-Wage Workers during pandemic

MPI Value

Emergency Social Protection during pandemic

• Emergency social protection coverage is less

prevalent in the poorest countries.

• The percentage of employed nonwage workers is

particularly high in the poorest countries.

• The percentage of households with children who

stopped participating in formal education during the

pandemic is larger in poorer countries.



Strategic Suggestions for the 3rd Decade:

Measure poverty multidimensionally as well as in monetary terms.

a. Use the global MPI to give an overall assessment – by then, definitive 2015-2020; starting on

the post-pandemic chapter.

b. Use the national MPIs to anchor into the SDGs

c. Embed MPI questions into new surveys, remote rapid surveys, censuses, surveys  that are a 

powerful source of poverty data. This is a top priority because many national poverty surveys 

are being undercut in the post-pandemic period.*

d. What numbers are useful for the UNDESA update? OPHI can offer rigorous options. 

*Note: the global MPI requires a small number of questions (43) – a fraction of consumption surveys 

(450 to 1,100 questions). 



• OPHI’s global MPI databank (https://ophi.org.uk/multidimensional-poverty-index/global-mpidatabank/ ) provides interactive 

data visualizations of the 2021 global MPI and enables users to study the multidimensional poverty of the 

countries covered, including disaggregation. Users may also explore the indicators in which people are 

deprived.

• OPHI’s global MPI country briefings (https://ophi.org.uk/multidimensional-poverty-index/mpi-countrybriefings/ ) present 

country-specific results for the countries covered.

• Excel data tables and do-files (https://ophi.org.uk/multidimensional-poverty-index/data-tables-dofiles/ ) have all the details of 

global MPI estimates and trends, including disaggregation by rural/urban areas, age cohort, gender of the 

household head and subnational regions plus multiple cutoffs, standard errors and sample sizes. In addition, in 

2021, the MPI estimates are disaggregated by ethnicity for 41 countries. 

• Methodological notes (https://ophi.org.uk/mpimethodological-notes/ ) provide the particularities of each country’s 

survey data treatment and the specific harmonization decisions for calculating changes in multidimensional 

poverty over time.

Find Out More! All Open Source & Online

https://ophi.org.uk/multidimensional-poverty-index/global-mpidatabank/
https://ophi.org.uk/multidimensional-poverty-index/mpi-countrybriefings/
https://ophi.org.uk/multidimensional-poverty-index/data-tables-dofiles/
https://ophi.org.uk/mpimethodological-notes/

