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The UHC Service Coverage Index (SCI) improved from 2000 to 2019 in all WHO regions and World Bank income groups

Service Coverage Index (SDG 3.8.1)



Service Coverage & Health Gains



FINANCIAL PROTECTION

Two thresholds are used to 

define large household 

expenditure on health: 

• Greater than 10% of total 

household expenditure or income

• Greater than 25% of total 

household expenditure or income

Financial Protection (SDG 3.8.2)



While service coverage has improved in the last 20 years, the proportion of people facing financial hardship due to out-
of-pocket health spending has increased. With rising poverty and shrinking incomes resulting from the current global
economic recession and health systems struggling to provide continuity of health services, the COVID-19 pandemic is likely
to halt the progress made towards universal health coverage, particularly among disadvantaged populations.

Financial Protection & Barriers to Care





















Leverage the current response to strengthen 

both pandemic preparedness and health 

systems
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Address pre-existing inequities and the disproportionate impact of 

COVID-19 on marginalized and vulnerable populations

Increase domestic and global investment in health system foundations 

and all-hazards emergency risk management

Create and promote enabling environments for research, 

innovation and learning

Invest in institutionalized mechanisms for whole-of-society 

engagement

Build a strong primary health care foundation

Invest in essential public health functions including 

those needed for all-hazards emergency risk 

management


