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MPI  = M0 = H x A
H = Multidimensional poverty rate

A = Average intensity (breadth) of  poverty

THE MPI PLATFORM VS MONETARY POVERTY

Poverty Gap = P1 = H x I
H = Monetary poverty rate

I = Average intensity (depth) of  poverty



107 countries and 5.9 billion people
10 indicators

Data Source: DHS and MICS surveys for 94 countries plus PAPFAM and national surveys.

THE GLOBAL MPI 2020

Uses data on interlinked deprivations

Persons deprived in a critical mass of  weighted 
indicators are poor

Tables offer deprivations by indicator, 
disaggregation by age & region, confidence 
intervals etc.

Link 

https://ophi.org.uk/multidimensional-poverty-index/global-mpi-2020/


REGIONAL MPIS
- Reflect local values
- Encourage regional cooperation

Link Link

A Multidimensional Poverty Index for Latin America 

https://www.ophi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/OPHIWP079.pdf
https://archive.unescwa.org/sites/www.unescwa.org/files/publications/files/multidimensional-arab-poverty-report-english.pdf


.

NATIONAL MPIS: TAILOR MADE FOR POLICY
- Reflect national priorities
- Computed as official national statistics 
- Vital for policy: target, coordinate, monitor 
- Comparable over time, groups, provinces

Link

Mexico

Panama

Colombia

https://ophi.org.uk/publications/national-mpi-reports/


Poverty at a Crossroad: Using Leadership and the Multidimensional Poverty Index to Build Back Better
Co-hosted by Chile, Pakistan & UNDP

HIGH-LEVEL MPPN SIDE EVENT AT THE 75TH UNGA

‘Undoubtedly, the MPI 
…is a tool that allows 
better targeting efforts to 
slow down the damage and 
to sustain protection for 
those who have less access.’

H.E. María 
Alejandra Muñoz,
Vice President of  
Ecuador

Link

https://mppn.org/mppn-un-2020/


.

DATA REVOLUTION?

Bad News
Data gaps and weak NSSs

Need investments in global public goods

Good News
MPIs are far less data intensive

MPIs from nontraditional sources are feasible
and cost effective

Link

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/obes.12421


.

APP 1: FINDING THOSE MOST AT RISK

Key deprivations
• Nutrition
• Clean water
• Clean cooking fuel

Analysis of  global MPI data yields:

• 3.6 billion people “At Risk” 
Affected by at least one COVID-19-related deprivation

62% of  5.8 billion people living in 103 countries of  developing regions 
covered by the 2020 global MPI

• 435 million people ”At High Risk” 
Deprived in all three COVID-19 risk factors at the same time

Alkire, Dirksen, Nogales, and Oldiges
OPHI Policy Briefing 53a 2020

Link

https://ophi.org.uk/b53a/
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APP 2: MVI FOR HONDURAS

Estimated 260,000 
people received a single 

electronic voucher 
redeemable in selected 
establishments around 
the country for food, 

medicines and biosafety 
equipment

Link

https://mppn.org/honduras-uses-a-multidimensional-vulnerability-index-for-policy-targeting/
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