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Ms. Christina Behrendt is Head of the Social Policy Unit in the International Labour Office (ILO)’s Social 

Protection Department in Geneva (Switzerland). Her work experience includes assignments as regional 

social security specialist at the ILO Regional Office for Arab States in Beirut (Lebanon), as consultant at 

the International Social Security Association (ISSA), and as lecturer and research fellow at the University 

of Konstanz. Having studied in Konstanz (Germany) and Edinburgh (United Kingdom), she earned her 

Master’s degree in politics and Public Administration and her PhD in Social Policy from the University of 

Konstanz. She has widely published on social protection in both developed and developing countries, 

including on adapting social protection systems to new challenges associated with the future of work, 

the extension of social protection to workers in the informal economy ; social insurance, social 

assistance and other cash transfers, as well as the distributive effects of various social protection 

benefits on poverty and inequality. She has also contributed to various editions of the ILO’s World Social 

Protection Report, and several other ILO and other publications. 

 

Mr. Rogers Dhliwayo is an Economics Adviser/Senior Economist – UNDP Kenya Country Office. Over 

more two decades and half, Rogers Dhliwayo has worked as an economist in academia and policy 

advisory in Zimbabwe, Mozambique, South Africa, Botswana, Tanzania and Kenya working for the 

Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe, University of Zimbabwe, Catholic University of Mozambique, Embassy of 

Switzerland/Swiss Development Corporation in Mozambique, Productivity SA/South Africa, World Bank 

and UNDP. He holds three degrees in Economics and has written several research and policy papers on 

macroeconomic policies for stability, growth and poverty reduction, inequality, public debt 

management, economic impact of violent extremism and terrorism, middle income trap, financing the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), managing natural resource for sustainable human development, 

socio-economic impact of COVID-19, use of behavioural science to combat COVIDP-19 , youth and 

COVID-19 in Kenya among others. He is the focal person on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, Africa Agenda 2063 in Kenya and has led the reporting of the SDGs in Kenya in 2020. He 

recently co-authored with Professor Theresa Moyo a paper entitled Achieving Gender Equality and 

Women’s Empowerment in Sub-Saharan Africa: Lessons from the Experience of Selected Countries 

which was published in the Journal of Development Societies and provides insights on strategies that 

will enable Sub Saharan African (SSA) countries to achieve the gender equality goal in the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development. 

 

Mr. Bobo Diallo is an Economics Specialist on Macroeconomics, in the Economic Empowerment Section 

at UN Women. Bobo’s areas of focus include capacity development/technical support and research on 

gender, macroeconomics, gender-based inequalities, poverty, the care economy, and social protection. 



Prior to joining UN Women, he was an actuarial analyst for Manulife Financial in Boston, a research 

fellow at the Schwartz Center for Economic Policy Analysis in New York, a consultant with the World 

Bank’s Governance and Public Policy Division, a policy specialist for UNDP Regional Bureau for Africa in 

New York, and the UN Economic Commission for Africa in Ethiopia. Bobo holds a Bachelor of Science 

degree in mathematics from Salem State University (Boston, Massachusetts) and a Ph.D. in Economics, 

with a focus on Development, Growth, and Econometrics from the New School for Social Research (New 

York City, NY). 

 

Mr. Justin Farrell is an Associate Professor of Sociology at Yale University, in the School of the 

Environment. His research tackles questions of environment, human culture, and policy using a mixture 

of methods, blending ethnographic fieldwork with large-scale computational techniques from network 

science and machine learning. 

 

Ms. Vuyo Futshane is a pan-Africanist, a feminist, a development activist and campaigner in global 

development issues, including the eradication of poverty, economic and tax justice and application of a 

gender lens to developmental issues. She is a futurist, and strongly believes in Africa’s transformative 

power. She is wholeheartedly committed to womxn’s, queer and gender nonbinary people struggles and 

advancing the movement towards equality and a gender-inclusive national budget and policy making 

approach. She is currently a Project Officer at Oxfam South Africa; she also regularly contributes to the 

discourse of youth voices on socio-political and economic issues in South Africa. She is currently enrolled 

in a Master’s programme, analysing the lived experiences of sex workers in Johannesburg. In the past, 

Vuyo has also worked on issues of tax justice at the G20 level and the SADC Basic Income Grant 

Campaign. 

 

Mr. Günter Hemrich is Senior Advisor to the Chief Economist at the Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations (FAO), leading work on inclusive rural transformation and gender equality.  Until 

recently, as Senior Advisor to the Strategic Programme on Food Security and Nutrition and Deputy 

Director a. i. of the Nutrition and Food Systems Division, he worked with partners at global, regional and 

national levels to enhance food systems’ contributions to healthy diets and improved nutrition.   He 

joined FAO in 2001 as a Food Systems Economist and has focused on poverty, food security and 

nutrition analysis, policy and programming throughout his career.   Prior to FAO, Mr. Hemrich also 

consulted for the World Food Programme, the International Fund for Agricultural Development and the 

German Technical Cooperation with assignments in Africa, Asia and Latin America.  He holds Masters’ 

Degrees in Agricultural and Resource Economics from Oregon State University, USA, and in Agricultural 

Sciences from Hohenheim University, Germany. 

 

Ms. Resina Katafono is the Economic Affairs Officer in the Policy Analysis and Development Branch of 

the Financing for Sustainable Development Office of the United Nations Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs. She led the work on the Domestic Public Resources and International Development 

Cooperation chapters for the 2021 Financing for Sustainable Development Report. 

 

Mr. Hiromichi Katayama works at the Section of Youth, Literacy and Skills Development at the UNESCO 

headquarters in Paris. He has been working on strengthening evidence-base of UNESCO Strategy for 

technical and vocational education and training (TVET). He has been coordinating the development of 

skills assessment and anticipation in the Middle East and North Africa region and management 

information system in sub-Saharan Africa. He has also coordinated the implementation of a situation 

analysis of skills development systems in Asia and Africa. Before joining the UNESCO headquarters, he 

worked at the OECD in Paris on the analysis of financial literacy of the Programme for International 



Student Assessment (PISA) and at the UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) in Montreal on the collection, 

analysis and dissemination of education data and statistics. 

 

Mr. Homi Kharas is a senior fellow in the Center for Sustainable Development, housed in the Global 

Economy and Development program at Brookings. In that capacity, he studies policies and trends 

influencing developing countries, including aid to poor countries, the emergence of the middle class, 

and global governance and the G-20. He previously served as interim vice president and director of the 

Global Economy and Development program. 

 

Mr. Thomas Liebig is Senior Migration Specialist in the International Migration Division of the OECD in 

Paris. He is notably in charge of the work on the integration of immigrants and their children. Among 

other projects, he led in-depth country studies on integration in 15 OECD countries as well as 

international comparative work on the integration of children of immigrants, the integration of 

refugees, the socio-economic impact of naturalisation, discrimination against migrants, the labour 

market impact of free mobility, and the fiscal impact of immigration. He also manages the joint EC-OECD 

indicators of immigrant integration and the integration policy series “Making integration work”. He has 

also been in charge of an OECD-wide project that aims at identifying good practices for getting the most 

out of diversity for businesses and societies at large. Since 2018, he is member of the expert group for 

demographic projections of the German Federal Statistical Office and in February 2019, he was 

nominated member of the expert commission on integration capacity by the German federal 

government.  A German national, Thomas holds a doctorate and an MSc in Economics from the 

University of St. Gallen (Switzerland). He also holds an MSc in International Affairs and, following studies 

at the ESADE (Barcelona, Spain), a CEMS Master in International Business Management. Prior to joining 

the International Migration Division in 2004, he worked for the OECD’s Economics Department in 2000 

and for the Institute for Labour Economics and Labour Law at the University of St. Gallen from 2001-

2004. Numerous publications and lectures on migration and integration issues. 

 

Mr. Daniel Gerszon Mahler is an Economist in the Development Data Group of the World Bank, where 

he is part of the Sustainable Development Statistics team and the PovcalNet team. His research focuses 

on the measurement of poverty, inequality, well-being, and justice. Prior to joining the World Bank, he 

was a visiting fellow at Harvard University’s Department of Government and worked for the Danish 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Daniel holds a PhD in economics from the University of Copenhagen. 

 

Ms. Juliana Martínez Franzoni is Humboldt Chair and full professor at the University of Costa Rica. She 

conducts comparative research on social policy in Latin America. She has been a Fulbright scholar and a 

visiting fellow at the Kellogg Institute for International Studies (US), DesiguALdades-net (Germany), 

CIEPP (Argentina), and the University of Austin (US). Her most recent articles were published in Social 

Politics (2017) Latin American Research Review (2014) and ECLAC Review (2014). Her most recent book, 

written with Diego Sánchez-Ancochea, is The Quest for Universal Social Policy in the South: Actors, Ideas 

and Architectures (Cambridge University Press, 2016). She is editor of Social Politics and undertakes 

regular consultancies with different international institutions like UNDP and UN-Women. 

 

Ms. Kathryn McConnell is a disaster researcher at Yale University's School of the Environment, where 

she is pursuing her doctorate in sociology. Over the past year she has supported ongoing research on 

the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic in rural areas across the United States. Her dissertation research 

examines the socioeconomic impacts of climate change shocks. 

 



Mr. J. Tom Mueller is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at Utah State University. Beginning in the Fall 

of 2021, he will be a Research Assistant Professor of Geography and Environmental Sustainability at the 

University of Oklahoma. Mueller’s work focuses on spatial inequality and the geography of well-being in 

the United States. Often focusing on rural populations and natural resource development, Mueller 

works to understand why some places are persistently worse off than others, and what can be done to 

remedy these inequalities. 

 

Mr. Eduardo Ortiz-Juarez is an economist at King’s College London and a Non-resident Research 

Associate at the Commitment to Equity Institute (CEQI), with a particular interest in the study of 

poverty, inequalities, human development and social and fiscal policies. Prior to that, I was a Non-

resident Associate Research Fellow at the Center for Inter-American Policy and Research (CIPR) at 

Tulane University, and worked as Senior Economist and Economist at the Latin America and the 

Caribbean Bureau of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in New York. I have done 

extensive consultancy work for several organisations and national governments, including the World 

Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the United Nations University World Institute for 

Development Economics Research (UNU-WIDER), and the Ibero-American General Secretariat (SEGIB). I 

have also served as Deputy Director of Economic and Social Analysis at the Mexican Ministry of Social 

Development. My research has been published in peer reviewed journals and collective volumes and 

reports and has been cited over 1,800 times. 

 

Mr. Aurelio Parisotto is Head, Employment and Economic Analyses Unit, at the Employment Policy 

Department of the International Labour Office (ILO). He also represents the ILO at the G20 Framework 

Working Group of ministers of finance and central bank governors. Formerly, he worked at UNCTAD and 

at the International Institute for Labour Studies in Geneva. He was a member of the technical secretariat 

of the World Commission on the Social Dimension of Globalization and senior specialist in the ILO Office 

for South-East Asia and the Pacific. Mr Parisotto contributed to major reports by the ILO and the United 

Nations and published with the ILO, OECD, UN, UNCTAD and commercial publishers on the topics of 

globalization and regional integration, structural transformation, employment and labour markets, and 

the SDGs. His most research looks at the economic and labour market impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 

in developing economies. Mr. Parisotto studied economics at the University of Modena, Italy and 

Oxford, UK 

 

Ms. Marcela Rios is Assistant Resident Representative for the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) in Chile. She is Coordinator and senior researcher responsible for the series on State of 

Democracy Assessments.  She is also editor of Women and Politics: the impact of gender quotas in Latin 

America. Has published extensively on democracy, elections, and gender and politics. Ms. Rios has 

taught at different universities in Chile and has been a member of boards for Non-governmental 

organizations. She has served in high level policy reform commissions: electoral reform system (2007), 

Against conflicts of interest, corruption (2015), and pension reform (2014-2015). 

 

Mr. Abebe Shimeles is an Ethiopian national with a PhD in economics from University of Goteborg, 

Sweden; M.A., Delhi School of Economics, India, and B.A in economics from Addis Ababa University, 

Ethiopia. He has over 25 years of professional experience in policy research, teaching and supervising by 

working for academia, NGO (Action Aid), and other multilateral and international organizations with a 

proven track record of publications. Currently he is Director of Research at the African Economic 

Research Consortium, a position he has held since November 2019 after serving for over 8 years as 

Division Manager/Acting Director of the Macroeconomic Policy, Forecasting and Research Department 

of the African Development Bank. His research areas fall within the broad discipline of development 



economics, with a focus on poverty, income distribution, labor market issues, agriculture, community-

based health insurance as well as macroeconomic topics in the areas of debt dynamics, domestic 

resource mobilizations and related topics. 

 

Mr. Andrew Shepherd directs the Chronic Poverty Advisory Network from ODI, London, where he is 

Principal Research Fellow. He was previously director of the Chronic Poverty Research Centre, and a 

director of programmes at ODI. He has also worked at the University of Birmingham, UK and for UNICEF, 

Sudan. 

 

Ms. Kalterina Shulla has a background in Architecture/Urban Planning and a Doctoral degree from 

University of Bonn, Germany. She has established and coordinates the network of RCE middle Albania, 

(Regional Centre of Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development) acknowledged by the United 

Nations University in Japan as part of global RCEs network. For several years, she has worked in the 

Ministry of Urban Development, in Albania. She is affiliated as an Associated Researcher at ZEF, Centre 

for Development Research, University of Bonn, Germany. 

 

Mr. Andy Sumner is a Professor of International Development at King’s College London. He is Director of 

the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) Global Challenges Strategic Research Network on 

Global Poverty and Inequality Dynamics, and he holds associate positions at Oxford University; the 

Center for Global Development, Washington DC; the United Nations University, WIDER, Helsinki; and the 

Centre for Economics and Development Studies, Padjadjaran University, Indonesia. His research focuses 

on the relationship between poverty, inequality and economic development across developing 

countries. 

 

Mr. J. Chris Toe is Senior Advisor for Corporate and Country Strategic Engagement in the Strategic 

Partnerships Division of the World Food Programme (WFP), and Senior Advisor for Programmes and 

Priority Initiatives at WFP’s Africa Union Global Office in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. He has served as 

Minister of Agriculture of Liberia (2006 – 2009), President of Strayer University in the United States 

(2003 – 2006), Visiting Associate Professor of Economics and Agricultural Economics at Texas Tech 

University, and Assistant Professor of Economics and Management at the University of Liberia. Mr. Toe 

is also Executive Chairman of Agrifore Advisory and Investment Services (AAIS) and a farmer; and he 

earned a Ph.D. in Economics from Texas Tech University in 1984. 

 

Ms. Lunyu Xie is Associate Professor at School of Applied Economics, Renmin University of China. She 

obtained her Bachelor’s degree (in 2003) and Master’s degree in Economics (in 2005) from Peking 

University, and a Master’s degree in Statistics (in 2010) and Ph.D. in Economics (2013) from UC Berkeley. 

Her research areas are in Development Economics, Environmental and Resource Economics, Energy 

Economics, and Applied Econometrics, ranging from poverty alleviation, green development in less 

developed areas, industry migration and air quality, electricity market reform and climate change, 

household energy consumption survey and research, etc. Her publications appear on Energy Economics, 

China Economic Review, Environmental and Resource Economics, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 


